In Memory of
Private VICTOR GEORGE HOBBS
158694, 63rd Machine Gun Bn. R.N. Div., Machine Gun
Corps (Formerly 41864 Royal Berkshires)
Who died on 14 November 1918
Remembered with honour
CAMBRAI EAST MILITARY CEMETERY

g ‘M“i‘"

L
/j, ’ ‘»; H! .‘!

Commemorated in perpetuity by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Cambrai is a town about 32 km south-east of Arras on the main straight road to
Le Cateau.

Cambrai was occupied by German forces on 26 August 1914 and it remained in
German hands until 9 October 1918. The 1917 Battle of Cambrai (20 November
to 3 December) left the Allied line still eight km from the city on the south-west
side, and the German offensive of March 1918, drove it far to the west, but the
1918 Battle of Cambrai, the last of the Battles of the Hindenburg Line,
delivered the city into the hands of Commonwealth forces, though it was very
severely damaged and the main square was still burning two days after the fight.

Two Casualty Clearing Stations were later posted to the town, 30 CCS in
October 1918 and 22 CCS in November 1918.

Cambrai East Military Cemetery was made by the Germans during their
occupation and laid out with the greatest care, with monuments erected in it to
the French, Commonwealth and German dead. On 11 August 1918, as an
inscription in the cemetery records, the Bavarian Commandant handed over to
the city the care and maintenance of the cemetery. The graves have now been



regrouped. The Commonwealth Plots are numbered I to VI, in the south-east
corner, and Plot VII, near the north side, on the left of the entrance. Plots | to IV
were made by Commonwealth troops after the capture of Cambrai. Plots V and
VI contain 69 graves brought from the battlefields east and south of the city,
and Plot V1I contains the graves of Commonwealth prisoners. The cemetery
now contains 501 Commonwealth burials and commemorations of the First
World War. 28 of the graves are unidentified but special memorials are erected
to seven soldiers known to be buried among them.

The Commonwealth plots were designed by Charles Holden



