Faringdon Tennis Club in the 20th Century
Introduction

Faringdon Tennis Club has been a long-standing part of the sporting and social life of
Faringdon, Oxfordshire. Throughout the 20th century the club evolved from a small local
organisation into a well-established community institution, centred for most of its history on
courts at Southampton Street. What follows is a summary of the club’s development up to the
year 2000, with particular emphasis on the people who helped shape its story.

Foundations and Early Years (1910s-1930s)

The modern history of tennis in Faringdon can be traced to 1915, when land at the end of
Southampton Street was donated for tennis use by George Ernest Liddiard (1860-1935). This
generous gift provided the club with a permanent base and enabled organised tennis to
flourish in the town for the remainder of the century.

By the 1920s the Southampton Street courts were well established and regularly used for both
social and competitive play. Tennis formed part of a wider network of local sporting and social
clubs, and participation reflected the strong community spirit of the period.

A valuable snapshot of this era is provided by a 1936 photograph of the Free Churches Tennis
Team, which played at the Southampton Street courts. Named players include:

e Grace Godwin

e Norah Carter

e Bern Gosling

e MrsPlumb

e Stan Flippance

e Ray Chapman (later recorded as having been killed in France in WW?2)
e JackAdams

Although not all were necessarily officers of the main town club, these individuals represent
the earliest clearly identified players associated with organised tennis in Faringdon.

War, Recovery and Post-War Tennis (1940s-1960s)

As with many local sports clubs, detailed records from the Second World War years are
limited. However, tennis activity in Faringdon appears to have resumed quickly in the post-war
period, reflecting the importance of sport in restoring normal community life.

During these decades, local civic-minded individuals played an important role in sustaining
recreational sport. Among them was Bill Reeves (1916-1983), a prominent figure in post-war

Faringdon who is remembered for encouraging participation in local sports, including tennis.
Others, such as Russell Spinage, were involved in youth and community activities that

overlapped with and supported recreational tennis during the mid-20th century.

By the 1950s and 1960s, the Southampton Street courts were a familiar feature of the town,
hosting regular play and informal competition.


https://www.fdahs.org.uk/people/#Reeves
https://www.faringdon.org/russell-spinage.html

Consolidation and Competitive Play (1970s-1980s)

In the later decades of the century, Faringdon Tennis Club became more firmly embedded in
organised competitive tennis. Teams representing Faringdon took partin regional leagues,
including the Swindon & District Tennis League, indicating a stable and active membership
base.

The club during this period balanced competitive ambitions with its social role, continuing to
serve players of varying standards and ages. The Southampton Street site, although
increasingly constrained by surrounding development, remained central to the club’s identity.

Late-Century Improvements (1990s)

By the early 1990s, maintaining playable facilities had become a priority. Significant work was
undertaken to resurface and extend the Southampton Street courts, helping to modernise the
playing environment and prolong the life of the site.

This work was carried out by Ron Liddiard, continuing the association of the Liddiard family
with the club that had begun with the original land donation in 1915. These improvements
enabled the club to continue operating successfully through the final decade of the 20th
century.

The Club at the Turn of the Millennium

By 2000, Faringdon Tennis Club could look back on nearly 85 years of continuous tennis on
the Southampton Street site. It had survived two world wars, social change, and increasing
pressure on land, while remaining an important part of Faringdon’s recreational life.

The foundations laid by early benefactors, players, volunteers and community supporters
ensured that the club entered the 21st century as a resilient and well-regarded institution —
ready, in the following decade, to begin a new chapter with its eventual relocation to Folly
Sports Park.
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