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OCTOBER 
New grant to help people stay warm and fed this winter - 24/10/23 
A new food and warmth grant will help support people in our communities this winter who may 
otherwise struggle to afford essential things.   
Access to nutritious food and warm homes are basic necessities – but the ongoing impact of the 
pandemic on people’s finances, health and wellbeing has been further heightened by the cost-of-
living crisis.  
Launched by South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils, the grant is aimed at 
local voluntary and community groups, and town and parish councils, who can use it to support 
those most in need in the districts. Organisations can apply for grants between £2,000 to £5,000, 
or up to £10,000 for collaborative projects between groups of two or more organisations. The grant 
can fund projects providing food and warmth to people who may otherwise struggle to access 
these crucial essentials over the winter.  
The grant can cover capital and revenue costs for projects that support people with food and 
warmth, such as buying food and essential supplies such as household cleaning products, 
toiletries, hot water bottles and blankets and cooking equipment such as saucepans and slow 
cookers. Projects might also include cooking clubs, gardening clubs and educational activities that 
promote healthy food choices and saving energy.  
The grant scheme opened week commencing 23 October 2023 and closes at midday 27 
November 2023. Decisions are expected to be made within four weeks.  
Support is also available through the councils’ Community Hub. If you need support, call our 
friendly Community Hub Team during office hours on 01235 422600 (option 3) or 
email communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk  
 
For more information on the grant and details on how to apply go to our website South / Vale   
  
About the grant:  
The grant is funded by the government’s Containment Outbreak Management Fund (COMF) 
which was launched in December 2020 to fund the implementation of local authority public 
health measures which aimed to support the proactive containment and intervention to reduce 
COVID-19 outbreak and spread of infection.  
 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of the White Horse district councils continue to fund a variety of 
initiatives in support of the aims of the COMF. On 21 September 2023 the councils approved the 
allocation of COMF for a voluntary sector organisation grant for projects that mitigate against the 
public health impact of lack of access to warm homes and food.  
   
About the Community Hub:  
The councils are funding the Community Hub for a further two years to help people as much as 
possible with the rising cost-of-living. Originally set up in response to the pandemic, the 
Community Hub now provides ongoing practical support, advice and funding to the district’s most 
vulnerable residents. It plays an important role supporting the council’s ongoing response work for 
refugees and asylum seekers in the district and works with partners to lead and deliver 
programmes to address inequalities. The Community Hub delivers cost-of-living help for those in 
most financial need.  
  
If you need support, call our friendly Community Hub Team during office hours on 01235 422600 
(option 3) or email communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk  
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Communications 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils 
01235 422400 
www.southoxon.gov.uk | @southoxon  
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk | @whitehorsedc  
 
Regent Cinema November - 14/10/23 
Matinee: Weds 1 November - Are you there God? It's me, Margaret (PG) 
(2023 - Comedy, Drama, Family) 
When her family moves from the city to the suburbs, 11-year-old Margaret navigates new friends, 
feelings and the beginning of adolescence. 
Stars: Abby Ryder Fortson Rachel McAdams Kathy Bates 
Film duration: 1 hours 46 mins (no interval)  
Matinee Club @ The Regent Cinema, Corn Exchange, Faringdon 
Doors open 12.30pm, film starts at 1pm 
Advance tickets: £4 from Faringdon Information Centre 
Tickets on the door £1 more! 
Matinee Club Membership - Just £24 for 12 films 
 
Blockbuster: Fri 24 November - Barbie (12A) 
(2023 - Adventure, Comedy, Fantasy) 
Barbie suffers a crisis that leads her to question her world and her existence 
Stars: Margot Robbie  Ryan Gosling 
Film duration: 1 hr 54 mins plus 15 min interval 
Blockbuster @ The Regent Cinema, Corn Exchange, Faringdon 
Doors open 7.00pm, film starts at 7.30pm 
ADVANCE TICKETS £3 U18s, £4 Adult, £10 Family from Faringdon Information Centre 
Tickets on the door £1 more! 
 
We look forward to seeing you all soon. 
Kind regards, 
Billie 
01367 240281 
www.faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
NEW Screening Application for huge industrial estate in Faringdon’s Site of Special 
Scientific Interest.- 11/10/23 
URGENT! Submit comments online- even if you did so last time. This is a new 
process. https://myeplanning.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Planning/Display/MW.0140/23/ 
After the Vale District Council pulled the plug on a consultation in which over 80 people had 
already taken part, an application for a screening opinon has been made to Oxfordshire County 
Council for the same industrial infrastructure development in Wicklesham Quarry SSSI: 7 
enormous buildings over 80' high, & 2 multi-storey car parks etc. 
The public can click on the comment button to take part in this process. 
HAVE YOUR SAY ON THIS PROPOSAL NOW! 
This is Faringdon's most important environmental site: a Conservation Target Area, a pristine part 
of the Mid-Vale Ridge, and a Site of Special Scientific Interest with Priority Habitat and a European 
Protected Species. Y 
ou can read more here: https://www.change.org/p/the-vale-of-white-horse-district-council-and-
secretary-of-state-michael-gove-protect-wicklesham-quarry-from-development/u/31979473 
Anna Hoare 
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ED The first application was made to VWHDC in error - it was something to do with being within  
the timescale for a quarry recovery- which is Oxford CCs responsibility. 
 
Pink Plaques Trail in Faringdon - 8/10/23 
Keep your eyes open as you walk around town - 5 pink plaques about people and places in 
Faringdon's past. 
The project was master minded by Rosalind Burns, along with a group of residents. 
You can collect a leaflet from the Tourist Information centre or download it from this page 

 

 

Concert by the Torriano Ensemble in St. Mary’s Church, Longcot- 8/10/23 
On Sunday 19th November at 6 pm the Torriano Ensemble is delighted to be returning to St. 
Mary’s Church, Longcot 
for an evening of music for flute, clarinet, bassoon, horn and string quintet. 
The programme features two much-loved masterpieces from the classical period, Mozart’s 
charming and effortlessly melodious Flute Quartet in D major K. 285 and the magnificent Octet by 
Schubert. It is thought that Schubert heard Beethoven’s Septet and was inspired to write a similar 
work of his own, and indeed there are many similarities of structure and style between the two 
pieces. 
Arrangements of three of Gershwin’s most popular songs, ‘Embraceable You’, ‘The Man I Love’ 
and ‘I’ve Got Rhythm’, provide a contrast of style and mood. 
The bar will be open from 5.30 pm and at the interval. 
As always, admission is free with a retiring collection, and all  seats should be reserved in advance 
by emailing victorialmedcalf@gmail.com  
All donations will go to Longcot Village Trust and St. Mary’s Church.  
 
Two minutes silence Saturday 11th - 6/10/23 
11th hour, 11th month in the Market Sq 
 
Celtic and Eastern European Gypsy/Folk Music, starring Jubovski - 5/10/23 
At: The Church of St Peter and St Paul, Broadwell, Lechlade. GL7 3QS 
When: Sunday 22nd Oct, 5pm 
Tickets and info: details on poster, (names for those who have paid in advance held on list at the 
door) 
(Parking signposted from the road; several Broadwells in Glos and Oxon - use GL7 3QS 
postcode!) 
 
Act Naturally -  A comedy by Giles Scott - 4/10/23 
Thursday 9 November 2023 - Saturday 11 November 2023 
The Elms Primary School (was Faringdon Junior School), 
The Elms, Gloucester Street, Faringdon SN7 7HZ 
A very funny comedy in two parts. Or is it two comedies? 
Tickets available online now and nowhere else 
Please visit our website for further details & to purchase tickets: www.faringdondramatic.org.uk 
 
 
Book Fair! - 4/10/23 
Faringdon Writers are holding their 2nd Book Fair on Saturday 25th November, 10.30am -2.30pm, 
in the Corn Exchange, Faringdon. 
With traditionally and self-published local authors of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, who are unable 
to access the more prestigious literary festivals, this fair gives them a chance to showcase and 
share what they do with a wider audience. 
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Books for all ages to enjoy - there will be something for the whole family. So, pop a note on your 
calendar and come along to meet the writers - we would love to see you. It might just be the 
perfect place to pick up that Christmas gift for a friend or loved one. 
Also incorporating the results of the recent FW Short Story Competition at 2pm. So come along 
and applaud everyone’s efforts and hear the winners. 
Free admission! Refreshments available. 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
Faringdon Repair Cafe on Saturday 26th - 30/11/23 
 It seemed to be a day of Hand Blenders, Computers and DVD players. The quirkiest fix has to be 
the untangling of a cuckoo clock. A clock with special sentimental value. It was lovely to see it 
untangled and working again.   
 
We had a record of 56 items bought in for repair of which we repaired 36 items at the Cafe , 4 
items were taken home for repair , so that will make a total of 40 or 71% of the items that were 
repaired or sharpened . We advised on a further 3 items and in total we saved  32 Kgs from 
landfill. 
 
The next Repair Cafe will be on Saturday January 20th 14:00-16:00 , Stick it in your calendar now 
, hope you can make it . 
 
Matinee: Weds 6 December - A Haunting in Venice (12A)- 30/11/23 
(2023 - Crime, Drama, Horror) 
In post-World War II Venice, Poirot, now retired and living in his own exile, reluctantly attends a 
seance.  But when one of the guests is murdered, it is up to the former detective to once again 
uncover the killer 
Stars: Kenneth Branagh, Michelle Yeoh, Jamie Dorman 
Film duration: 1 hours 43 mins (no interval)  
Matinee Club @ The Regent Cinema, Corn Exchange, Faringdon 
Doors open 12.30pm, film starts at 1pm 
Advance tickets: £4 from Faringdon Information Centre 
Tickets on the door £1 more! 
Matinee Club Membership - Just £24 for 12 films  
Blockbuster: Fri 15 December - Indiana Jones and the Dial of Destiny (12A) 
(2023 - Action, Adventure, Sci-fi) 
Archeologist Indiana Jones races against time to retrieve a legendary artifact that can change the 
course of history 
Stars: Harrison Ford, Phoebe Waller-Bridge, Antonio Banderas 
Film duration: 2 hr 34 mins plus 15 min interval 
Blockbuster @ The Regent Cinema, Corn Exchange, Faringdon 
Doors open 7.00pm, film starts at 7.30pm 
ADVANCE TICKETS £3 U18s, £4 Adult, £10 Family from Faringdon Information Centre 
Tickets on the door £1 more! 
 
Kids: Weds 20 December - Elemental (PG) 
(2023 - Animation, Adventure, Comedy) 
Follows Ember and Wade, in a city where fire, water, earth and air residents live together 
Stars: Leah Lewis, Mamoudou Athie, Ronnie Del Carmen 
Film duration: 1hour 41 mins - no interval 
Kids Cinema @ The Regent Cinema, Corn Exchange, Faringdon 
Doors open 1.30pm, film starts at 2.00pm 



Advance Tickets £3 U18s, £4 Adult, £10 Family - Faringdon Information Centre 
Tickets on the door £1 more! 
 
Wicklesham Quarry Science Park application - 28/11/23 
All the documents can be found on Oxfordshire County Council website 
You have until December 7th to comment. 
You can sign up for updates too 
 
Christmas Lights switch on Sat 2nd - 28/11/23 
The tree is up and we can't wait to switch the lights on! 
We have so much planned for the day. 
Market Place market stalls from 11am 
Fairground rides 
Santa's Grotto 
Art Society Craft Fair in the Corn Exchange from 12pm 
Music around the Tree from 3pm 
All Saints' Church Historic tours at 3pm Sunday 4pm 
Light Switch On at 5pm 
Support our local businesses and have a great day. 
 
Repair Cafe 25th November - 24/11/23 
Saturday  2 - 4pm 
Faringdon United Church, SN7 7HA  
Refreshments available whilst you wait! 
For more details contact:     Email:   sarah.stoves@thepumphouseproject.org.uk 
Phone: 07546905230 
 
Carols & Gluhwein - A Celebration of Lovely Christmas music- 24/11/23 
- Beautiful Bach for flute, violin, cello and voice; Carols and Glühwein for everyone; along with The 
French Revolutionary Calendar … and a whisper about St Birgitte 
December 3rd 5pm to 6.30. Broadwell Church 
Tickets: £10 in advance, £15 on the door, (under 16s free), cash or card on the door 
BACS Broadwell Parish Vicar and Church Wardens 
Sort Code: 20-84-58, Account: 60205826, Reference: Christmas 
No paper tickets, but names for those who have paid in advance held on list at the door 
Parking will be signposted from the road 
ESSENTIAL to use the correct postcode - GL7 3QS - (three Broadwells in Gloucestershire, 
another in Warwickshire and at least one more in Oxfordshire) 
See poster for more information 
 
Befriending & Volunteering at Be Free YC - 21/11/23 
 At Be Free Young Carers we provide vital support for young carers based in South Oxfordshire, 
the Vale of the White Horse, and Oxford City itself. We are currently supporting 550 young carers, 
but we know there is much more to be done. It is estimated that there are over 12,000 young 
carers in Oxfordshire alone, who are currently left isolated with very little support. 
As a charity, one of our services is to provide trips to places these children would otherwise not 
have access to, whether that’s something big like a theme park or something small like a trip to the 
beach. These trips and activities are vital to provide young carers with respite from their caring role 
and offer a chance to make friends with other children in the same position. 
We rely on volunteers to help facilitate these trips, as well as being the foundation of our 
befriending service. Our befrienders offer key guidance to our young carers with any struggles 
they are facing. Whether this is with school, caring or general anxieties. They meet once a week 
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for 1-2-1 support, as well as doing a fun activity chosen by the young carer. We ask people for a 6-
month commitment when joining us as a befriender. 
If you wish to find out more about how to become a Befriender or our other volunteering 
opportunities, please email yc@befreeyc.org.uk or visit www.befreeyc.org.uk to find out more 
about our services. 
 
Vale News - 17/11/23 
Vale News - November 2023 (emailblaster.cloud) 
 
Free Parking in Faringdon - 16/11/23 
Free parking days offered this December to help local shoppers and businesses 
Shoppers in Vale of White Horse can take advantage of free parking in the towns this December 
as a helping hand towards buying local.  
Starting on 2 December and running until 23 December, free car parking is being provided at 
various sites in Abingdon, Faringdon and Wantage, by the Vale of White Horse District Council, to 
encourage people to visit their independent shops for Christmas gifts to help support local 
businesses.  
Drivers will be able to park for free in local car parks on these following Saturdays:  
Abingdon:  2, 9 and 16 December  
Faringdon:  2, 9 and 16 December  
Wantage:    9, 16 and 23 December  
On the selected days there’s no need to display a ticket, however maximum stay times still apply 
in specific car parks. The car park machines will also indicate free parking.  
 
What does Climate Change mean to you - 14/11/23 
What's your opinion on climate change? 
How much do you know about it?  
Does it worry you? We'd like to know. 
We will use the results  of this survey to help people living in Oxfordshire find climate actions they 
can take which are relevant to them.  
Climate Change: Oxfordshire 2023 | Let's Talk Oxfordshire 
VWHDC 
 
Faringdon repair cafe on Saturday 25th November. - 13/11/23 
That’s just under two weeks time ! Its held at the United  Church in Coxwell Street, Faringdon 
 SN7 7HA 
Doors at 1400 and it will close at 1600. 
 
Faringdon Folly- letters of support - 12/11/23 
Letters of support REALLY help when we’re applying for funding from major funding bodies such 
as the Heritage Fund (National Lottery) . In fact, they INSIST on seeing evidence that the 
community has been consulted!   
And you can help us by writing letters of support - either personal, or on behalf of a club or society 
or association or company or other group(s) that you belong to!   
On HEADED paper is particularly effective.   
Tell us in your own words what the Tower means to you - and how important it is to preserve this 
unique building for the generations to come! 
 What would Faringdon be without its iconic landmark towering over the Vale?   
Does it lift the spirits when you see it in the distance as a welcoming beacon?   
How important is it to the community?   
Please SEND ALL LETTERS OF SUPPORT TO:     follyflannery@faringdonfolly.org.uk .     
Sjoerd Vogt 
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Thanks - 12/11/23 
Many thanks to the inhabitants of Haynes Close for the pretty red cyclamen and the crosses round 
the memorial stone. 
Much appreciated by the family. 
Thank you. Dennis Haynes. 
 
FOLLY FLANNERY - Nov 2023 - Edn 1:  Issue 2- 12/11/23 
Another installment of FOLLY FLANNERY - for the stories about our Fabulous Follies - the Hill & 
the Tower - and of course the wonderful woodland that binds them!   
And here’s an interesting holistic link that Douglas Adams would have approved of.  The Irishman 
Vincent Flannery (yes - it IS a surname, derived from the gaelic, linked to having red hair - not 
quite pink - but close enough) is the author of the book “FOLLY “ (nothing to do with buildings) - 
described on amazon (by the author himself) as “crazy slapstick nonsense” . Seriously? We’re 
going to have to invite him over.   
Find out about, storytelling, Christmas star switch on, Woodland planting ++++ on FOLLY 
FLANNERY - Faringdon Folly Tower and Woodland 
Sjoerd 
 
Our beloved Folly Tower needs your help - 11/11/23 
The prevailing winds and lashing rain constantly batter the brickwork, leading to mortar erosion 
and water ingress - particularly on the west-facing wall. Temperature differentials and internal 
condensation exacerbate the problems. Structural timbers (including the stairwell!) need repairing.  
To cut a long story short, in 2024 we HAVE to carry out essential repairs to ensure that the 
problems (both internal and external)  don't get worse  - and the costs don't spiral even higher. 

And what IS it going to cost?   The total cost will be just under £350,000.  
And we REALLY need your help!  Yes - we're applying to many local and national funding bodies; 
but we ALSO need the financial support of members of the Community (not least because this 
also increases enormously our chances of successful applications to national funding bodies) .   
SO -  we'd like to focus our Community funding efforts JUST on the repointing of the brickwork! 
Total cost is 46K + VAT.   Call it 50K as a round number. 
Much more information and how to donate on    TOWER REPAIRS - Faringdon Folly Tower and 
Woodland 
www.faringdonfolly.org.uk 
 
Meeting at Lt. Coxwell Wed 15th November 7.00pm for Wicklesham supporters.- 11/11/23 
If you can help to let people in Faringdon know about the planning application- PLEASE COME 
ALONG! 
No one in Faringdon will be notified about the proposal for a massive industrial infrastructure 
project unless local people do it. WE NEED YOUR HELP. See the update 
https://www.change.org/p/the-vale-of-white-horse-district-council-and-secretary-of-state-michael-
gove-protect-wicklesham-quarry-from-development/u/32075267 
Anna Hoare 
  
The Mayor Rocks- 9/11/23 
Dancing in the Corn Exchange on November 18th. See poster 
 
Oxfordshire roads- Lane rental scheme - 9/11/23 
We'd like to hear your views about a Lane Rental scheme we are proposing to introduce on some 
of Oxfordshire’s busiest roads. 
We know that when companies dig up busy roads, that it can cause disruption to road users. We 
are proposing to introduce a scheme whereby companies are charged for works that are 
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undertaken during peak periods. 
The proposal is to introduce a scheme that will drive behavioural change in those working in the 
street, so less works are done at busy times or the works are done in a different way, minimising 
the disruption the works cause to everyone using or relying on the streets. 
Background 
Currently, all utility and council works undertaken in the streets of Oxfordshire are co-ordinated 
using a Permit Scheme that charges a fixed fee, at a maximum of £300, to only the utilities, to 
cover administration costs. 
Proposal 
Lane Rental replaces this fixed Permit Fee with a daily charge of £2,500. It is only proposed on 
our most critical busiest streets and is restricted to roughly 5% of all the streets in Oxfordshire, by 
legislation. It applies to all works in the street, not just utility works and the council’s own works, 
such a housing developer works. 
The daily charge only applies if the works are done in a normal way at the busy times of day, such 
as the morning and afternoon rush hours. The daily charge will produce surplus funds which will 
be reinvested back into Oxfordshire. 
Lane Rental schemes have been successfully introduced in other councils and the Department for 
Transport are encouraging councils to implement them.Have your say 
 Link to the consultation https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/lane-rental-scheme-consultation. 
Please read the ‘consultation document’ which will provide more information about the proposals. 

 Under ‘Technical documents’ you will be able to access more technical information about 
the proposals which utility companies are being provided with to inform their responses. 

 Please complete our online survey by clicking the ‘TAKE SURVEY’ found in the consultation 
page (link above). The survey will close on Friday 26 January 2024. 

 You can choose which questions to complete, but to complete the survey may take up to 
twenty minutes. If you have already registered, or register for, an account you can start the 
survey now and come back to it later. 

 Additionally, there is a map which displays the proposed lane rental streets where you can 
also provide comments and give your feedback. 

 Your responses will help us to consider if amendments should be made to the draft Lane 
Rental Scheme documents. 

 During the consultation period there will be an opportunity to attend a meeting, either in 
person or online to discuss any feedback you may have. Further information to follow. 

 If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, we encourage you to collate your 
feedback internally before submitting your response. 

Thank you for your time considering these important proposals. 
Keith Stenning 
Head of Network Management  
 
Wicklesham Quarry application resubmission - 9/11/23 
This can be seen  via the Oxfordshire County Council Planning site. 
See Planning Register | Oxfordshire County Council 
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Wicklesham Quarry - 9/11/23 
Please click on the link to see an update on Wicklesham Quarry. 
https://www.change.org/p/the-vale-of-white-horse-district-council-and-secretary-of-state-michael-
gove-protect-wicklesham-quarry-from-development/u/32054269 
 
An application to the County Council is expected very soon. The update points out the connection 
between over-development at Wicklesham and the fact that the WHOLE of Wicklesham Farm has 
been put forward for development. According to the applicants' screening application Wicklesham 
Farm is 'safeguarded' in the neighbourhood plan. (We do not believe this is true.) 
Anna Hoare 
 
British Heart Foundation 60s/70s Dance/Disco - 7/11/23 
Saturday 2nd December 2023 
7.30pm till 11pm at the Pump House, Faringdon. 
£6 a ticket. 
Music by the amazing Al 'Citizen' Cane. 
Tickets on sale at: 
Acacia Charity Shop (Next to The Corn Exchange) 
Or phone 01367 243876 
 
FARINGDON LIBRARY presents Grounded. A Journey into the Landscapes of Our 
Ancestors- 3/11/23 
An Illustrated Talk by author of ‘The Oak Papers’ James Canton  
A personal journey through our ancient landscapes 
Saturday 2nd December 2023 at 6pm at Faringdon Library 
Tickets £4.00 to include refreshments 
Faringdon.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
01367 240311 
 
Faringdon Library:  An evening with speculative thriller writer Eve Smith - 3/11/23 
Wednesday 29th 6 pm 
“Eve Smith has been building a reputation as the new Michael Crichton, with a brace of well-
received techno-thrillers under her belt.” 
SFX Magazine 
Admission free. Phone 01367 240311 to book your place 
Refreshments available 
 
New bus service. From Monday 27 November - 3/11/23 
The new 68 bus service from Pulhams Coaches will run Monday to Saturday - stopping at 
Longcot, Fernham, Uffington, Kingston Lisle, Westcot, Sparsholt, Childrey and the Letcombes to 
Wantage and Faringdon 
Not Sunday or Public Holidays 
see timetable 
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/new-bus-services-coming-to-oxfordshire-this-month/ 
 
 Faringdon Games Club - 2/11/23 
Discover the magic of tabletop gaming at Faringdon Games Club! 
Nestled in the heart of Faringdon, our club serves as a communal hub where enthusiasts and 
newcomers alike can delve into a myriad of games. 
From trading card duels and complex board games to captivating Dungeons and Dragons 
campaigns, we offer an escape into imaginative worlds. 
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Not just a gaming den, the club doubles as a social sanctuary where friendships flourish and social 
barriers dissolve. 
Whether you're a seasoned gamer or stepping onto this exciting terrain for the first time, join us to 
experience camaraderie, creativity, and good old-fashioned fun from 5pm-9pm on Sundays. 
The final dates for 2023 are Sunday 12th November 2023 & 26th November 2023 at the 
Faringdon United Church, after which we will move to our new home, 5pm-9pm at the Corn 
Exchange for the 10th December 2023 and then every Sunday from 7th January 2024 after a 
Christmas break. 
It's £5 a session, £2 for under 10's. Don't miss out - swing by and unlock a new realm of 
community and excitement! 
Here are some photos 
Faringdon Games Club on facebook (2) faringdon games club 
 
Help over the winter - 3/11/23 
As we move into the colder and darker months, we become acutely aware of the role we all have 
in looking out for vulnerable older people in our communities. 
Winter can be tough at any age, but it’s particularly challenging for older people who face 
additional health risks, and increased feelings of loneliness and isolation. In addition, the cost-of-
living crisis with rises in food and energy prices, is causing many local older people to worry about 
staying healthy and keeping their homes warm. 
We are asking please for your support in supporting older people in Oxfordshire this winter. We 
have brought together some useful information and resources in the form of an online Winter 
Hub - please share this resource with both older people and those supporting them this 
winter. https://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/about-us/winter-hub/ 
We are also aware that not everyone has or wants access to the internet so we have created 
physical Winter Wellbeing packs which we can post out to you for any older people or groups you 
support / connect with (photo attached of contents). 
These contain: 

 An introductory letter 

 Our ‘Little Handbook of our Services’ 

 A Live Well Oxfordshire bookmark 

 A Winter Wrapped up Guide (from Age UK) 

 An Oxfordshire Talking Therapies leaflet 

 Our Cost-of-Living Payment Grid 

Please get in touch via contactus@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 0345 450 1276 if it would be helpful 
to receive some packs, or any of these items individually. 
Just a reminder too that we have a [Cost-of-Living%20Hub]Cost-of-Living Hub on our website with 
lots of useful information - https://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/about-us/cost-of-living-hub/ 
 
Tourist Bus new winter route - 2/11/23 
From November 4th. 
To Lechlade or Highworth 
See timetable 
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Support during the winter - 1/11/23 
The Oxford County Council Resident Support Scheme will help with short-term basic living costs 
such as food and credit for gas/electric prepayment meters. It can also help in some 
circumstances with white goods, furniture and clothing. It is intended to meet one-off crisis or 
emergency need and is not designed to meet any type of ongoing expenses. 
All residents aged 16 years or over are eligible to apply  
See Winter Hub (ageuk.org.uk) on how to apply and for other advice to help you through the 
winter 
 
Wickesham Quarry development- 1/11/21 
Our Oxford CC local Councillor has received a number of queries/comments about the proposed 
Wicklesham development. 
Here is the official response 
The proposed development at Wicklesham Quarry is a county matter by virtue of paragraph 
1(1)(h) of Schedule 1 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as amended, as the site is in its 
aftercare period on the previous mineral permission. It is now for the prospective applicant to 
submit a planning application for their proposed development to the County Council for 
determination. They have not yet done so although they have sought pre-application advice. As 
part of the pre-application stage the applicant sought an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Screening Opinion under the provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations. 
 
Having assessed the information submitted, the County Council determined that the proposed 
development would not be EIA development. Based on the information presented, the County 
Council determined the impacts that would arise would be localised to the site and immediate 
surrounds and therefore not at a scale that requires an EIA process to be undertaken This 
included assessment of information provided by the applicant that set out how impacts on the 
geological SSSI would be mitigated. The Vale of White Horse also reached the same decision that 
the proposal would not be EIA development when they dealt with a previous screening opinion 
request from the applicant when they had thought the proposal was a district rather than county 
matter. Anybody who disagrees with the Screening Opinion can seek a Screening Direction from 
the Secretary of State and so this would be recourse for any party who disagrees with the 
decisions by both the district and county councils on this matter   
 Whilst it has been determined the proposed development does not require EIA, environmental 
impacts will of course be rigorously assessed through any future planning application by 
the County Council’s planning team. The application would need to be accompanied by 
environmental information and subject to consultation with statutory environmental bodies as well 
as residents and other interested parties. The application information and consultation responses 
will then be assessed by the planning team and a recommendation made having weighed up all 
the considerations, including those concerned with the environmental impacts. The planning 
application process will also assess the proposal against all relevant development plan policy, 
which will include those contained in the County Council’s Minerals and Waste Core Strategy Part 
1, the Vale of White Horse Local Plan and Faringdon Neighbourhood Plan. 
In summary, due process has been followed with the EIA screening process in respect of the 
proposed development at Wicklesham Quarry. The next step would be for a planning application 
to be submitted, which once received will be subject to statutory consultation and assessment 
against all relevant policies and material considerations that will include rigorous review of 
environmental and all other impacts. 
Cllr Bethia Thomas 
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Health & Wellbeing Strategy seminar - 1/11/23 
Public consultation for the draft Oxfordshire Health and Wellbeing Strateg 
Healthwatch Oxfordshire are hosting a webinar on Thursday 9th November from 12.15-1.15pm to 
enable people in Oxfordshire to find out more about the draft Health and Wellbeing strategy. 
Webinar attendees will be invited to ask questions and provide feedback on the draft strategy. 
https://healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk/news/join-our-webinar-to-have-your-say-on-a-new-health-
and-wellbeing-strategy-for-oxfordshire/ 
 
 

DECEMBER 
 

New Year's Day - 26/12/23 
All welcome to join Los Amigos on New Year's Day at The Pump House Project in Swan Lane, 
Faringdon for seven hours of great music from seven all vinyl DJs. 
Free entrance, donations welcome for the PHP.   
See poster 
 
Canada Lane development.- 24/12/23 
Why are the council not making the developers clean the roads from this development. The mud 
and filth on the road is a disgrace, and can be seen down Gravel Walk and well past Tesco. 
The congestion along Canada Lane with large trucks, several at a time, trying to access the site, 
with no control, and no concern for the residents. 
Come on town council, do something for your community, and clean this up…..NOW. 
Name and address supplied. 
Ed: Oxford County Council are the people to contact. Probably Highways dept or our county 
councillor 
 
Whatson in Faringdon - 19/12/23 
Help spread the word about your event by putting the details on a brand new website  What's On 
In Faringdon (whatsoninfaringdon.com) 
It's very easy to add your event and poster and it's free to use. 
 
Miracle Club - 19/12/23 
Weds 3 January 
(2023 - Comedy, Drama) 
There's just one dream for the women of Ballygar, to taste freedom and to win a pilgrimage to the 
sacred French town of Lourdes 
Stars: Maggie Smith, Laura Linney, Kathy Bates 
Film duration: 1 hours 30 mins (no interval)  
Matinee Club @ The Regent Cinema, Corn Exchange, Faringdon 
Doors open 12.30pm, film starts at 1pm 
Advance tickets: £4 from Faringdon Information Centre 
Tickets on the door £1 more! 
Matinee Club Membership - Just £24 for 12 films 
  
Oppenheimer- 19/12/23 
Fri 26 January  
(2023 - Biography, Drama, History) 
The story of American scientist, J. Robert Oppenheimer and his role in the development of the 
atomic bomb 
Stars: Cillian Murphy, Emily Blunt, Matt Damon 
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Film duration: 3 hours plus 15 min interval 
Blockbuster @ The Regent Cinema, Corn Exchange, Faringdon 
Doors open 7.00pm, film starts at 7.30pm 
ADVANCE TICKETS £3 U18s, £4 Adult, £10 Family from Faringdon Information Centre 
Tickets on the door £1 more! 
 
Ruby Slippers. A pantomime by Bex Hutchings - 10/12/23 
Friday 26 January 2024 - Sunday 28 January 2024 
& Friday 2 February 2024 - Saturday 3 February 2024 
The Elms Primary School (was Faringdon Junior School), 
The Elms, Gloucester Street, Faringdon SN7 7HZ 
Tickets available online now and nowhere else 
Please visit our website for further details & to purchase tickets: www.faringdondramatic.org.uk 
 
Live Music in Faringdon - 2024 dates for your diary - 10/12/23 
Live music in the Corn Exchange from Ginger Tom Music  
Folk, Americana, roots and Country 
See poster 
 
Carol Concert - 8/12/23 
Sunday 10th. Blessed Hugh Catholic Church, Marlborough St. 3pm 
See poster 
 
Voluntary and Charity energy efficiency scheme - 8/12/23 
VCSE Energy Efficiency Scheme - Groundwork 
You can apply for a full energy assessment, and then perhaps be eligible for a grant.  
There's an eligibility checker on the site. 
 
Keeping Warm- 8/12/23 
See Keeping warm | Oxfordshire County Council  for advice and possible financial assistance. 
 
Wicklesham Quarry planning application MW.0151/23- 7/12/23 
You can find details of the application on the Oxfordshire CC website. See Planning Register | 
Oxfordshire County Council 
Faringdon Town Council's reasons for objecting to this application can be found on that site and 
here 
 
Christmas Concert FARINGDON COMMUNITY CHOIR, WITH THE ‘BRASS FOLLIES’ - 
04/12//23 
Raising funds for The Place, Faringdon and Sobell House 
Available from the Faringdon Information Centre and members of the choir. 
Tickets £3. CASH ONLY Available from the Faringdon Information Centre and members of the 
choir.  
Corn Exchange, Faringdon 7.30pm 16th December 2023 
An evening of songs and music including festive and Christmas items. 
Mulled wine and mince pies available in the interval. 
Raffle. Bring cash! 
 
 
Wantage Mummers in Faringdon - 4/12/23 
Faringdon Market Place   Dec 26 @ 10:00 – 10:30 
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Office available - 4/12/23 
-  in London Street for short term let as a 

 Work Space 

 pop up 

 studio 

Nice space with beams and stone walls. 
Contact  07711 623455 
 
VCSE Energy funding scheme -  2/12/23 
A new funding scheme will soon be opening to help voluntary, community, and social enterprise 
(VCSE) organisations in England improve their energy efficiency. 
The VCSE Energy Efficiency Scheme is part of a package of over £100 million of support being 
delivered by the Government to help front line delivery organisations with the increased cost of 
living. 
See VCSE Energy Efficiency Scheme Update (mailchi.mp) 
 
Bus Fares £1 on Sundays in December- 2/12/23 
Sunday single fares in December in the run-up to Christmas are set to be capped at £1 after 
Oxfordshire was awarded extra government funding to improve bus services. 
A countywide day bus ticket valid for all operators could also be created after Oxfordshire was 
promised an additional £1.9 million to improve bus services over the next two years. 
Oxford County Council 
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