WI—IEH the forty-second National
Conference of Labour Women
lopens at.Largs next Tuesday, the
|Chairman will be Mrs. Gladys
Langham, wife of tha superinten-
‘dent of the Ormskirk ¢ircuit, the
iRev. Harold W, Langham.

Mews of this unusual role for a
lady of the manse sent me hurry-
ing from an assignment in New-
castle upon Tyne across the York-
shire moors to the small countr
town of Ormskirk to talk wit
Gladys Langham about the place
af politics of her life, and how
she combines this work with her
activities in the church and the
home.

It was a grand north of England
coal fire thay we sat by until after
midnight and from our talk I
graduaily realised a most interest-
inz fact about Gladvs Langham.

™3 is both a minister's wife
with all thai that entails and an
active politieal thinker and worker
at one and the same time. No
water-tight compartments, Politi-
cal responsibility for her—allied
io the party she supporis—is a
‘ working out of her faith. * We
have to act,’ she says, *according
to the light we are given.

Views Respected

| Her colleagues in the Labour
party know where she stands as a
Christian; the members of her
husband’s church and of her own
Women's Fellowship, of which she
\is president, know where she
stands politically. All accept her

position because they know the
one is bound up in Lhe other. But
Mrs, Langham is nof intolerant
gbout the politics of other people,
*1 respect their views,' she says,
‘as | hope they respect mine.
And they do.

Many influences have contri-
buted to Mrs, Langham's politics.
A burning memory from child-
hood is that of the Jarrow March-
ers—' something 1 can never for-
get,’ she says. There was a head-
mistress with strong Labour sym-
pathies, and a family background,

Mrs. Gladys Langham

strongly Methodist, and Liberal
rather than Labour, of involve-
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worker, Nol surprising then
at the age of nineteen onhe ©
descendants should be ar
those who formed the Farin
{Berkshire) Labour party, Fa
don was Mrs. Langham’s h
and lor the record—her firs
was that of private secreta
the chairman of the local
servative party, also secreta)
the local Hunt, Mrs, Langham
smiled when I suggested thaf
might also have been an inflL
in turning her to the left
First a Ministe
Wife

She has never hankered af
pariiamentary career, If
thought has ever occurred
it has been quickly wiped o
her sense of responsibility
minister's wile—and she is
and Foremost a minister's
This position -has never presi
a problem to Gladys Lang
Indeed, she sees few thing
problems—running a tweive-
manse (to say nothing of
space and attics), planting ¢
large garden, cooking, wa
(no domestic help), presidir
the weekly WF, singing occa
ally in the choir, and, unt
cently, teaching in tha St
school. Her nineteen-vear-ol
is at college in London.

ment in local government, A Until last September Mr,
maternal grandfather worked Mrs, Langham had been in L
closely with Joseph Arch, fighter ter for some filteen wears,

for the rights of the agricultural during thag time Gladys Lan



