
Illuminating the Folly Tower
1999/2000

How it all started



Peter White, a local businessman, raised £5,000 to bring electricity to the Tower. He 
also built and installed the Millennium Beacon on top of the 100-foot Folly Tower.

Over the next 22 years, Peter created and installed several different lights. The Star has 
become the most popular.

Each year, the light is switched on in early December and stays on for a few weeks. It 
has become a much-loved and expected feature of the beautiful Folly Tower and has 
become a landmark for Faringdon.

Every year, the frame and light needed to be carried up  the 154 stairs, erected on the 
roof, and the light hauled into position on a pully system.  This  3  man job took around 
2 days. Dismantling took nearly as long.

The town of Faringdon is hugely grateful to Peter for his creativity, dedication, and hard 
work over more than 20 years.
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SUPPORT FOR THE PROJECT

When I first thought of the project I was full of enthusiasm and I was 
hoping that I might get some support from the local Town Council. It was 
suggested to me that I should approach one of the Faringdon 
Associations to gain support for the project. This I did by attending a 
Faringdon Forum Meeting which was also attended by members of the 
Faringdon Millennium Group, where my ideas were discussed but 
unfortunately the Town Council and the Faringdon Millennium Group 
never offered any help for the project!

I was beginning to understand how lonely a lighthouse keeper must be. 
Trying to get this project up and running seemed to be a very lonely task, 
but there was light at the end of the beacon!

Once I started to approach potential sponsors I was overwhelmed by their 
response to wish to contribute to a Millennium project for the Town. This 
inspired me to proceed. So much so that I raised nearly £4000 for the 
project in just 4 days.

 All the support and overwhelming enthusiasm for the Faringdon 
Millennium Beacon came from the public and business sponsors.



ACHIEVEMENTS AND BENEFITS 

An amazing 5000 people visited the Folly Tower to see the beacon during 3 
special Open Weekends and over £4000 was taken on the door.

Some visitors queued for more than an hour to climb the Tower to see where 
the light that lit up the night sky was coming from.

The beacon was originally intended to run for 1 month. It actually ran for 3 
months with temporary planning permission.

Proceeds from the Faringdon Millennium Beacon Project have already 
started to benefit the Folly Tower. A structural survey has been carried out 
with the intention of obtaining grants for future major maintenance.

The opaque perspex has been replaced with laminated glass in the 
Belvedere Room (the Pink Room at the top of the Tower).

Permanent picture displays have now been installed at the base of the tower.

The Tower now has a permanent electrical supply giving us the ability to light 
up the Tower during the dreary Winter months. 

For the last 2 years the chosen colours were red and green and we will 
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Dimensions 17 ft tall, 40 in diameter

Weight Approx. 200 kg (440 lb)

Lamp type 2000 W, 415 V Metal Halide

Lamp intensity with beam angle 5,000,500 Candle Power

Lamp cost £175.00 each @ 1000 hr life

Lamp manufacture SILL Lighting UK, Thame, Oxfordshire

Lighthouse signature 1 revolution every 20 seconds

Lighthouse signature full mode 2 slow turns and 4 fast turns

Height above sea level 500 ft

Drive motor 4-phase stepper motor with computer control, driven 

through a gearbox and tooth belt drive

Beacon construction Tubular steel frame covered with aluminium panels, 

powder coated with a white finish

Anchoring method to tower 8 × 12 mm resin bolt fixings

Operating times On at 6:30 am, off at 12:00 pm

Beacon Specification



SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE

The late Mr Hayhurst-France т Folly Tower
[ŸƖШљƚĲĲŔŰŊШƣőĲШũŔŊőƣњШċŰĬШŊŔƻŔŰŊШƨƚШƓĲƖůŔƚƚŔŸŰШƣŸШƨƚĲШƣőĲШ[ŸũũǃШ
Tower for this project

Faringdon House Estates
For giving us permission to install the electric supply on their land

Anthea Kemp
For helping with the press releases

James Forbes
Helped with the construction and erection of the beacon

Nick Foot т Gardener at Faringdon House
Helped with digging the trench for the electric supply

Chris Holley т Light Car Company
Helped with welding and construction of the beacon

Trevor James and his Press Ganged Workers т Multi Agg
Helped with lifting all the equipment to the top of the Folly Tower

Marion Webb
Helped with all the accounting work



SPONSORS
Faringdon Electrical Services Thrupp Farm

Russell Spinage                                                   Market Place Catering

Peter Kinch Plant Ltd. Alser U.K. Ltd.

Portwell Press Joinery Display Systems

Multi Agg Ltd. F.A. Whittle & Partner

Carswell Golf Club Bray Health & Leisure

R.A.C. Engineering Andrew Townsend

Heasman & Saddler Fairfield Financial Services

Cameo Glass Rogers Concrete

Faringdon Motorparts Mace Stores

Sudbury House Hotel R De-Bank

Bell Hotel Reflections

Turner Tackle & Bait B Wadcock Plasterers

Davis D.I.Y. Faringdon Rotary Club

Tetronics MDC Welding

Light Car Company Stanford in the Vale

Mission Possible Mike Brown Signs

Intrinsic G G Butchers

Faringdon & District 41 Club Marriotts

Market Place Restaurant Brian Burgess

Business Sponsors 
Without donations from the above businesses, the Faringdon Millennium Beacon Project would not have 
been possible. 
The Faringdon Rotary Club gave the largest single donation. 
Peter White.



Inland Lighthouse

Peter, very wisely, contacted RAF Brize Norton when he erected the ólighthouseô as the 

Millennium Project.
That may have been further distributed as a NOTAM (notice to airmen), which is then 

promulgated for all those flying in the vicinity, particularly those at low level.

For the year of the spotlight the relevant authority was contacted to initiate the publication of a 
NOTAM.

It is believed that the Faringdon lighthouse was one of only two inland lighthouses - the other 

(affectionately known as Winking Willy) is the light on top of the RAF College, Cranwell.






































































