llluminating the Folly Tower
1999/2000




Peter White, a local businessman, raised £5,000 to bring electricity to the Tower. He
also built and installed the Millennium Beacon on top of the 10@oot Folly Tower.

Over the next 22 years, Peter created and installed several different lights. The Star has
become the most popular.

Each year, the light is switched on in early December and stays on for a few weeks. It
has become a muchloved and expected feature of the beautiful Folly Tower and has
become a landmark for Faringdon.

Every year, the frame and light needed to be carried up the 154 stairs, erected on the
roof, and the light hauled into position on a pully system. This 3 mgob took around
2 days. Dismantling took nearly as long.

The town of Faringdon is hugely grateful to Peter for his creativity, dedication, and hard
work over more than 20 years.
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SUPPORT FOR THE PROJECT

When | first thought of the project | was full of enthusiasm and | was
hoping that | might get some support from the local Town Council. It was
suggested to me that | should approach one of the Faringdon
Associations to gain support for the project. This | did by attending a
Faringdon Forum Meeting which was also attended by members of the
Faringdon Millennium Group, where my ideas were discussed but
unfortunately the Town Council and the Faringdon Millennium Group
never offered any help for the project!

| was beginning to understand how lonely a lighthouse keeper must be.
Trying to get this project up and running seemed to be a very lonely task,
but there was light at the end of the beacon!

Once | started to approach potential sponsors | was overwhelmed by their
response to wish to contribute to a Millennium project for the Town. This
inspired me to proceed. So much so that | raised nearly £4000 for the
projectinjust 4 days.

All the support and overwhelming enthusiasm for the Faringdon
Millennium Beacon came from the public and business sponsors.



ACHIEVEMENTS AND BENEFITS

An amazing 5000 people visited the Folly Tower to see the beacon during 3
special Open Weekends and over £4000 was taken on the door.

Some visitors queued for more than an hour to climb the Tower to see where
the light that lit up the night sky was coming from.

The beacon was originally intended to run for 1 month. It actually ran for 3
months with temporary planning permission.

Proceeds from the Faringdon Millennium Beacon Project have already
started to benefit the Folly Tower. A structural survey has been carried out
with the intention of obtaining grants for future major maintenance.

The opaqueperspexhas been replaced with laminated glass in the
Belvedere Room (the Pink Room at the top of the Tower).

Permanent picture displays have now been installed at the base of the tower.

The Tower now has a permanent electrical supply giving us the ability to light
up the Tower during the dreary Winter months.

For the last 2 years the chosen colours were red and green and we will
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Beacon Specification

Dimensions

Weight

Lamp type

Lamp intensity with beam angle
Lamp cost

Lamp manufacture

Lighthouse signature
Lighthouse signature full mode
Height above sea level

Drive motor
Beacon construction

Anchoring method to tower

Operating times

17 ft tall, 40 in diameter

Approx. 200 kg (440 Ib)

2000 W, 415 V Metal Halide
5,000,500 Candle Power

£175.00 each @ 1000 hr life

SILL Lighting UK, Thame, Oxfordshire
1 revolution every 20 seconds

2 slow turns and 4 fast turns

500 ft

4-phase stepper motor with computer control, driven
through a gearbox and tooth belt drive

Tubular steel frame covered with aluminium panels,
powder coated with a white finish

8 x12 mm resin bolt fixings

On at 6:30 am, off at 12:00 pm



SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE

The late Mr Hayhurst-France T Folly Tower
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Tower for this project

Faringdon House Estates
For giving us permission to install the electric supply on their land

Anthea Kemp
For helping with the press releases

James Forbes
Helped with the construction and erection of the beacon

Nick Foot T Gardener at Faringdon House
Helped with digging the trench for the electric supply

Chris Holley 1 Light Car Company
Helped with welding and construction of the beacon

Trevor James and his Press Ganged Workerst Multi Agg
Helped with lifting all the equipment to the top of the Folly Tower

Marion Webb
Helped with all the accounting work
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Faringdon Electrical Services iV letiy

Market Place Catering
peterKinch Plantid.  [CEHUNSIRGE
R Joinery Display Systems

Multi Agg Ltd. FA. Whittle & Partner

Carswell Golf Club Bray Health & Leisure

R.A.C. Engineering Andrew Townsend

Heasman & Saddler Fairfield Financial Services
Rogers Concrete

arlngdon Motorparts Mace Stores
Sudbury House Hotel R DeBank
Bell Hotel Reflections

Turner Tackle & Bait B Wadcock Plasterers
Davis D.LY. Faringdon Rotary Club
MDC Welding

Light Car Company Stanford in the Vale
Mission Possible Mike Brown Signs

Intrinsic G G Butchers
Faringdon & District 41 Club Marriotts

Market Place Restaurant Brian Burgess

Business Sponsors

Without donations from the above businesses, the Faringdon Millennium Beacon Project would not have
been possible.

The Faringdon Rotary Club gave the largest single donation.

Peter White.



Inland Lighthouse

Peter, very wisely, contacted RAFBrize Nor t on when he erected t

Millennium Project.
That may have been further distributed as a NOTAM (notice to airmen), which is then
promulgated for all those flying in the vicinity, particularly those at low level.

For the year of the spotlightthe relevant authority was contacted to initiate the publication of a
NOTAM.

Itis believed that the Faringdon lighthouse was one of only two inland lighthouses - the other
(affectionately known as Winking Willy) is the light on top of the RAF College, Cranwell.
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THIS LIGHTHOUSE WENT INTO COMMISSION ON
THE 24th DECEMBER 1999 AND WILL OPERATE
UNTIL 26th MARCH 2000. WE ARE SITUATED 500
FEET ABOVE SEA LEVEL. THIS LIGHTHOUSE
PROVIDES A VITAL LINK TO THE BLACKNORE
LIGHTHOUSE 65 MILES DUE WEST IN THE BRISTOL
CHANNEL, THE NEEDLES LIGHTHOUSE 70 MILES
DUE SOUTH & THE BEACHY HEAD LIGHTHOUSE 100
MILES SOUTH EAST OF THIS POINT IN THE ENGLISH
CHANNEL. THIS LIGHT HOUSE IS OF A MODERN
FULLY AUTOMATED DESIGN AND DOES NOT
REQUIRE A FULL TIME LIGHTHOUSE KEEPER.

AS WELL PROVIDING THIS VITAL LINK AND BEING
ONE Of THE FIRST INLAND LIGHTHOUSE IT ALSO
MARKS THE MILLENNIUM FOR FARINGDON.



This picture shows the first test light which wej
fitted on top of the Folly Tower on August 28th
1999 to see if the lighthouse idea would give
Jthe desired effect.
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The first stage in making the beacon involves making
a fibre glass dome for the top part of the beacon. To
create the dome shape we used an innovative idea
fof a 4ft round balloon mounted in a frame. Peter &
James can be seen checking the size of the balloon.
All we had to do was to convince the fibre glass
maker that the balloon would not burst!
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This picture shows the fibre glass mould after
it has been laid on top of the balloon and is}

waiting to dry.




This picture shows Dale cleaning the mould

which has been successfully taken from the
balloon.




ire shows Dale making the beacon
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1 made from the balloon




This picture shows the finished beacon domel]
being finished off and tidied up by James &J
Dale.




This picture shows the completed dome ready
to fit on top of the beacon. The dome was the
first piece to be made as the diameter and
size determined the actual size of the finished
beacon.




This picture shows the beginning of the
electric supply installation to the Tower. The
first job was to get a cable drum, weighing
some 3/4 tonne to the top of the Folly Hill.




This picture shows Peter indicating to Nick
(the digger driver), the beginning of the
trenching of the cable across the open field
towards our power supply point.




This picture
place leaving the Tower
carefully routed through the

trees were damaged

shows the trench with the

cable in
The trench was
woods so that no




This picture shows the start of the trenching
on the South side of the Folly Tower. This
trench will run 300 metres due South towards
our power supply point.




This picture shows the deep trench across the
field. Due to its agricultural use we laid the
cable at a depth of 4ft. This created lots of

problems mainly with the Water Board so we

had to obtain a pipe survey from them.

however the principle seems to be if we find a
Pipe perhaps we can tell them where it is!




This picture shows James using the under-
ground pipe tracer. James & Nick also have
to constantly visually check for signs for
underground pipes.




This picture shows Peter working on the new
electric box housing the electric meter for the
Tower. The box is installed at the end of the

trench some 300 metres away from the Folly
Tower.,




This picture shows Peter and a Southem
Electricity Board employees making the under-
ground electric connection to link the Folly
Tower to the National Grid.




This picture shows Southern Electricity making
the final electrical inspection and tests.




This picture shows Chris Holley tack welding

together the joints of the base frame that
supports the beacon.




?.‘ This picture shows Chris welding each joint of
the base section of the beacon.




This picture shows James testing out the
boom and winch which will reach 6ft over the
top of the Tower to enable the beacon {0 be

winched up.




This picture shows Chris making the full welds
to each section of the beacon frame. All of
the welding for the frame and beacon have
peen carried out using Tig welding for its
strength and durability.
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This picture shows Peter assembling the

structure of the beacon using the boom and
winch.




This picture shows the top section of the
beacon covered with aluminium panels and
the fibre glass dome fitted to the top. At this
stage the beacon is fully assembled waiting to

be painted.




| This picture shows the bare framework and
crane of the beacon structure on its return
\Jfrom the painters.




This picture shows the beacon with its outer
aluminium casing fully assembled giving us a
true indication as too just what we have to
transport to the top of the Tower, 100ft above

the ground!




This picture shows Mike Brown and his
associate fitting the high visability "2000"
around the top rotating section of the beacon.




This picture shows the top section of the
beacon after it has been set-up and tested in
a warm workshop.
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This picture shows the final assembly of the
ht time testing on the

pbeacon prior to nig
ewed the beacon in the

“ ground. When we Vi
: dark from a distance the effect we created
was one of @ spaceship in the woods and we

were very impressed.
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This picture shows the top section of the
beacon starting to leave the ground being
winched skywards.




This picture shows the top section of the
beacon on the ground and the base section of
the beacon on its way up to the top of the

Tower, with Trevor steadying the beacon with
a guide rope.




This picture shows the main section of the
beacon halfway to the top of the Tower with
another "press ganged" helper supporting it
with a guy rope. As you can see Trevor is

observing this final ascent from a safe
distance!




This picture shows the base section of the
beacon nearing the top of the Tower with

James and another "press ganged" helper
looking over the top in amazement!







