
OUR READERS’ VIEWS 

THE FOLLY TOWER 

Kelmscott, Lechlade 

23 June 1934 

 

To the Editor 

Faringdon Advertiser and Vale of White Horse Gazette 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

Since writing to you about the tower with which Lord Berners proposes to deface 

Cromwell’s Battery, Faringdon Folly, I have been informed that he intends installing in the 

tower a 100 horse-power electric siren. 

 

This siren will squall over five counties and innumerable towns, villages, and hospitals. 

 

Just imagine the effect of this horror on the sick and dying, and on tired and weary 

workers—shrieking at any hour of the day or night as the whim of its owner dictates. 

 

The Radcliffe Infirmary is within fifteen miles of it, with all its hundreds of sick, and so are 

all the Oxford hospitals; Swindon is nearer still; and Faringdon Cottage Hospital is just 

under it. 

 

Aeroplanes and motors already fill the air with noise to an extent much deprecated by even 

the most enthusiastic lovers of engines. 

 

To add to these any 100 h.p. privately owned sirens, liable to go off at any hour of the day or 

night, is unthinkable. 

 

I hope all your readers will, in the interests of humanity, protest against such an appalling 

contrivance. 

 

The Berkshire Regional Planning Committee, County Offices, Reading, should be written to 

at once and asked to firmly prevent such a calamity happening to our peaceful countryside. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

M. F. Vivian Lobb 

See image of original letter on next page 



 


