The Early History of Faringdon Cricket Club and Its Grounds

Cricket has been played in Faringdon for well over a century and a half, making Faringdon
Cricket Club one of the town’s longest-standing sporting institutions. While modern facilities at
Folly Sports Park reflect the club’s present vitality, its early history reveals a story shaped by
informal beginnings, changing landscapes, and incomplete but intriguing historical records.

Origins of Cricket in Faringdon

The earliest documented evidence of organised cricket in Faringdon dates to 22 July 1847,
when a “Field Day on White Horse Hill” included cricket among its activities. This event strongly
suggests that cricket was already established locally by the mid-19th century, even if a formal
club structure had not yet been fully defined.

By the late Victorian period, cricket in Faringdon had become sufficiently organised to require
dedicated playing space. A surviving piece of correspondence from 1888 refers to the club’s
secretary formally accepting the use of an “old cricket field” at an agreed annual rent. This
indicates that by this time Faringdon Cricket Club was operating as a recognised body with
regular fixtures.

The Pre-1910 Cricket Field

Despite this evidence of an established ground before the end of the 19th century, the precise
location of Faringdon Cricket Club’s playing field prior to around 1910 is not recorded in
surviving documents. The 1888 reference confirms the existence of a rented field but does
not describe its position, boundaries, or surroundings.

This absence of detail is not unusual for village and small-town cricket clubs of the period,
which often played on borrowed or leased land without permanent structures. Grounds were
frequently relocated as agricultural use changed or as towns expanded.

The Southampton Street Ground

By circa 1910, and likely somewhat earlier, Faringdon Cricket Club had established its home
ground off the end of Southampton Street, in an area that today lies close to Walker Drive.
This site is the earliest cricket ground in Faringdon whose location can be identified with
confidence.

The move to Southampton Street appears to mark a period of greater stability for the club, with
aregular home venue that served it for several decades. Eventually, as housing development
expanded in the 20th century, this ground too was lost to urban growth.

Legacy

Although the exact site of Faringdon Cricket Club’s earliest ground remains unknown, the
documentary trail confirms that cricket has been played continuously in the town since at least



the 1840s. The club’s willingness to adapt—moving grounds as circumstances required—has
been a defining feature of its survival and success.

Today’s club, competing as Faringdon & District Cricket Club, stands as the inheritor of this
long tradition. From an unnamed rented field in the 19th century to a modern sports complexin
the 21st, the history of Faringdon cricket reflects both the persistence of the game and the
changing face of the town itself.

Information sources:
https://www.fdahs.org.uk/societies/faringdon-cricket-club

https://www.faringdoncricket.co.uk/


https://www.fdahs.org.uk/societies/faringdon-cricket-club
https://www.faringdoncricket.co.uk/

