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Left Side 

SIR HAL. KNIGHTLY, by his will gave £10 yearly out of the tithes of Wadley and 
Wickenham to the Minister of Faringdon, and the same sum out of the tithes of 
Littleworth and Thrupp, to and amongst the Poor of Faringdon. 

JOAN ALFORD, of the parish of Saint Margarets Westminster; by her will dated January 
25th 1721 gave to the President, Treasurer and Governors of the Christ Church Hospital 
£120(unclear) on trust to pay between Michmas & Xmas £20 pr annum to or for the relief  
of such 10 poor families residing and inhabiting within the Town, parish or precincts of 
Faringdon Port, & Westbrook as the Minister and Chwardens (for the time being) shall 
judge most proper objects and as do not receive Alms of the Parish). 

WILLM BOSBERY, by his will dated 8th March 1726, devised to Josh  Fowler & Thos Webb 
& their heirs, his dwelling house  and all his monies, credits & personal estate, in trust  
after the decease of Elizabeth Bosbery, to sell his said house & to get in his personal 
estate, and then to lay out the money therefrom upon a freehold or copyhold of 
inheritance within 5 miles of Faringdon, and to pay  the yearly rents to the Vicar & 
Chwardens who are yearly upon Christmas day to distribute the same to 5 poor Widows 
of Faringdon, if so many, if not to 5 poor women. Upon the claim of Robt, the testas 



brother & heir at law, dwellg house was given up to him - £40. 3 prcent Bank annuities. 
now stand in the name of Charles Pye Esqr Upon the trusts declared by the above will. 

ELEANOR, wife of GEORGE GOFF Esq, daughter of Thos Blagrove late of Great 
Faringdon, gent gave to the parish of Great Faringdon £100 the interest whereof she 
directed should yearly, for ever, be applied for putting one poor Boy or Girl, of the said 
parish apprentice; which money & the interest thereof the parishioners of the said 
parish afterwards appropriated and disposed of in purchasing of Edwd Hunt a Close of 
arable land containing 2 acres & 3 roods & 22 perches in Shrivenham Berks for £115 to 
make up which sum, the deficiency was borrowed upon & afterwards discharged out of 
the rents of the said Close, And which Close by deeds dated  21 & 22  Octᵇʳ 1766 was 
conveyed by Edwd Hunt to Trustees upon trust out of the rents to put one  poor Boy or 
Girl belonging to the said parish of Faringdon as an apprentice to any person not 
inhabiting in  the said parish so as the apprenticeship fee did not exceed £10 and which 
deeds provide that when the trustees shall be reduced to 5 then they are to elect such 
others being inhabitants and parishioners of Faringdon as shall make up with the 
remaining trustees eleven and in any case any one of the trustees shall leave the parish 
his trusteeship shall thereupon be void 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Right side 

FRANˢ COLLINS, late of Salisbury gentleman, who died 15ᵗʰ June 1781, made with his 
own hand several testamentary papers, one whereof is in 
these words vizᵗ. To Clothe 2 the oldest Men & 5 oldest Women, that are real objects and 
inhabitants of the Town of Faringdon Berks changing the objects 
every year, the same to be nominated by the Churchwardens and Overseers of the 
Poor; the Cloths as far as convenient to be made in the Town of Faringdon, that 
they may fit the objects. The Men to have a Hat a Coat Waistcoat Breeches Shirt, 
pair of Stockings and Shoes all made of new materials but not of the very coarsest 
and worst sort. The Women to have a Gown, and Cap, and Hat, warm Petticoat a Shift a 
check apron, a pair strong Stockings and Shoes all made of new stuff, without any 
partiality in the whole proceeding, but if any partiality respecting the objects or any 
neglect mismanagement or deficiency in the Cloths, shall appear and prove averse to 
this my will to any two or more of the principal inhabitants of the said Town of Faringdon 
the are required to report it to the nearest Justice who shall have full power to rectify 
and amend the same, to the fulfilling my will by calculation the £11 will be just enough 
to defray all charge for apparel for five as above mentioned and some trifle left, the 
which shall equally divided under a Decree in Chancery dated 25ᵗʰ May 1791 in a Cause   
Tatlock and others against Collins and others,  it was certified by the Master that the 
said testator Collins meant, by the above testamentary paper to give annuity of £11 to 



the purposes therein mentioned, and it appearing that  his personal estate would not be 
sufficient to answer the whole of the legacies and annuity given by his testamentary 
papers, the legacies were declared to abate proportionably: And the sum of £110.5.0 
was laid out in the purchase of the £140.13.5 -3 per cent reduced Bank annuities, which 
have been since transferred to four Trustees upon trust to stand possessed thereof as a 
fund to answer by the interest and dividends thereof a yearly sum to be applied for the 
benefit of the Poor of Faringdon, as expressed in the above testamentary paper touching 
the Annuity of £11. therein mentioned: and to apply the interest or dividends at such 
time and in such manner and for such purposes, as were expressed in such paper 
touching the said Annuity or as near thereto as circumstances will admit. The major part 
of the persons present at a Vestry are empowered to consent to the altering of the 
Security by the trustees from time to time, and upon the decease of any of the trustees 
to nominate any fit person an inhabitant of Faringdon to be a successor. 

There is belonging to the Parish of Faringdon, a ground of arable land containing 12 
acres, 4 roods, & 24 perches in Westbrook, 

called the Poors Land now rented by Willm Rixon at £28.00 pr anrents whereof are to be 
disposed of on Monday preceding Xmas Day by a special Vestry to persons not receiving 
Alms of the Parish. 

WILLM BAKER} 
ROBT CHARLWOOD} CHURCHWARDENS 1837 
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All Saints Charity Board 

SIR H. UNTON, Knt. 26th June 1591, leased for 2000 years, 33 acres & 1/2 of arable land 
called The Sands in Westbrook, to 15 inhabitants of the Port of Faringdon, in trust for the 
benefit of the inhbts of the said Port. In pursuance of the Stat. of 43d Elizth.it was decreed  
in Chancery 3rd July 1638, that the 4 surviving trustees (which number by subsequent 
deeds is enlarged to 5) should from time to time assign the land to 15  other inhbts of 
Port, to be nominated by the inhts of Port, to these uses vizt the Rents, or so much as 
should be necessary to be employ’d  towards easing poor  inhts of Port from taxes and 
payments imposed upon them for the houses inhabited by them in Port. for the 
reparation of causeways, payments of fifteenths, setting out soldiers, reparation & 
maintenance of the Port arms & Drummers pay for the reparation of the Port Well & Port 
sluices, charges of buckets & Firehooks, wages of Marshalls conveying passengers & 
cripples, sending men to Gaol & house of Correction, & for relief of impotent & poor 
people, & also from the like taxes & payments for public services, so as they might not 
thereby over burthen’d, & the overplus to be kept  for increase of stock for the same 
uses under more pressing occasions. &  In the meantime such stock to be lent on good  
security, to some young and hopeful tradesman in Port, & if poor, to be lent gratis, & if no 
such  poor tradesman to whom it may be fitly lent, then  the same be lent to others upon 
good security for some fit consideration, & the profit therefrom to be employed in 
setting out poor & friendless apprentices to husbandry or honest trade, and the trustees 
are to account yearly for the rents, & the employment thereof, to the two next Justices, 
and the Lord  of the Manor if he will be present, who are to settle any question touching 
the performance of the decree, and in case of difficulty to resort to the Justices of 
Assise of Berks or their circuit for advice. 



WILLM LLOYD, Vicar of Faringdon, by his will dated 12th Febry 1629, gave 10s. to the 
Church, and 20s. to the poor of Faringdon to be deliver’d to them in 20 doz of bread. & 
5s. to the Poor of Little Coxwell, & charged his house, barn, stable, garden and 
appurtenances with the paymt of 12.d a week, to be given by the Vicar, Churchwardens & 
Overseers of Faringdon (in default of his extres) to the Poor every Sabbath in masline 
bread, to be laid 1st on the font. 

WILLM LEE, 16th April 7th Charles 1st assign’d 28 acres & 1/2 of arable land called The 
Sands, in Faringdon, to the Vicar, Churchwardens & Overseers of Faringdon, and 12 inhts 
of the same town for the residue of term of 2000 years, on trust to elect 21 of the poorer 
sort of people, men and women dwelling in Faringdon & Westbrook, and on any of their 
deaths or discharges by the trustees, the vacancy to be supplied in 14 days after; and 
the rents which are to be receiv’d by the Churchwardens for the time being, to be 
employed as follows, vizt to each of such  21 persons every sabbath morning after divine 
service the Clerk or Sexton is to deliver 1d loaf of bread, and to have one penny loaf for 
his pains. and on Xmas eve yearly, are to be deliver’d by the Chwardens to every one of 
such poor people, & to the Clerk or Sexton 2.d in bread & 10.d  in beef, ( to be bought at 
the best rate) , and to 28 other poor people 2.s in Bread –10.s in money are to be given 
yearly to the Vicar, for a sermon to be preached every Xmas afternoon in the Church, 
and at the time of such payment there shall be allowed to the trustees 3.s  8.d to be 
spent at they shall think fit. The Chwardens yearly in 8 days after Easter Day to account 
to the trustees for their receipts and disbursement and the residue, if any, to be 
distributed by the Vicar and Chwardens among such other poor as they shall think fit. If 
the Trustees when extinct to 5 do not in convenient time assign the Trust Estate to the 
Vicar & Chwardens, and the like number of inhts to be elected by the Vicar and such five 
persons for the above uses or if they permit the uses to be defeated or defrauded or the 
rents to be misemployed, then the Estate is liable to be forfeited. 

JOHN MORE, of St Martins in the fields Middlesex, by a Codicil to his will dated 14th 
August 1620, gave to the Poor of Faringdon £10 per annum, to be issuing out of his lands 
there; under a Decree in Chancery dated 18th May 1677 wherein Richard Atkins Esq; & 
Dame Martha  and his wife were plaintiffs, and Sir Robt Pye Knt & others in behalf of the 
parish of Faringdon were defendants, an Annuity of £10 in lieu of the above annuity was 
granted, issuing out of estates in Faringdon, late Docr Bartons, now Willm Halletts Esqrs. 

ELIZ. WILLETT, widow, afterwards wife of Willm Boulton of London, purchased of Richd 
Tombs part of a Toft or Close containing 8 tenements in Gt Faringdon, which were 
surrendered 23rd June 1640 to Fras Steward & Thos Farmer & their heirs, to the use of the 
poor inhabiting in Faringdon & Westbrook for ever. The rents by their direction to be 
given to the said poor as follows, vizt 12.d weekly, & the rest yearly, at St Philip & Jas at 
the discretion of the Overseers and two other inhts one of Faringdon & the other of 
Westbrook. 



TOBY SADLER, by his will dated 25th May 1676, gave to the use of the poor of Faringdon 
& Westbrook £50 to remain as a stock for ever, and the interest to be bestow’d as 
follows, vizt 12.d to be given every Lords Day in 1.d bread at the discretion of the Minister 
and Ch’wardens & the rest to be bestowed and employed to some Charitable uses as 
they shall think fit to order and appoint. This £50 is invested in the 3 per cents. 

 

 

ANN WARD, late of this parish Spinster by her Will dated 6th August 1827, bequeathed 
to Six Trustees the Sum of Two hundred Pounds Sterling free of  Legacy Duty upon trust 
to invest the Same in the Public Funds, and to apply the Dividends in the purchase of 
Coals to be distributed annually by the Minister and Churchwardens of this Parish on 
the eve of Christmas Day or on such other day in the Winter Months as the said Minister 
and Churchwardens may think expedient, amongst such poor  persons inhabitants of 
this Parish as the said Minister and Churchwardens shall consider most deserving of 
the same.  
The Trustees, when reduced to three are to appoint persons to supply vacancies. 
The said Legacy was on the 18th day of January 1829 invested in the purchase of 
£208.??? 6s. consolidated 5 per cent Annuities in the names of Robert Charlwood, 
Thomas Belcher the Younger, John Habgood and John Anns, four of the Trustees of the 
said Legacy. 

JOHN PRATLEY, late of this Parish Gentleman by his Will, dated 14th July 1847, 
bequeathed to the Churchwardens for the time being of this Parish, the Sum of One 
Hundred Pounds Sterling in Trust to invest the same in one of the Public Stocks to the 
intent that the Dividends might be a perpetual fund for the relief and benefit of such 



poor persons residing in and belonging to this Parish, who shall not for the time being 
receive parochial relief. And, for that purpose that the Churchwardens for the time being 
should, on the 9th day of December in every Year, lay out such dividends in the 
Purchase of Bread, and forthwith divide the same among such poor persons in such 
manner and in such shares and proportions as they the said Church- wardens should 
think proper.  
The said legacy less legacy duty 

 has with the anticipated first Dividend been invested in the purchase of £100?? stock in 
the consolidated £5 per cent Annuities in the names of John Hoskins, Thomas Bell 
Myers and Thomas Belcher the Younger, the past and present Churchwardens. 

Westbrook Blanket charity 
The Close of Garden Land in the tything of Westbrook and in this Parish called Hobwell 
Close, containing 1½ having been agreed in the purchase with voluntary contributions 
and with the sum of £1?.9s.?d as a loan by the Trustees of Francis Collins Charity was 
by indenture dated the 1?th May  ???? and made between John Barnes Esquire of the 
first part and the Reverend Henry Harne?? And thirteen other Trustees of the second 
part conveyed to the said fourteen trustees subject to a charge in favour of the Trustees 
of the said Francis Collins Charity for securing the said loan of  upon trust to receive and 
annually apply the rents and profits of the said land in the purchase of blankets to be 
distributed amongst the poor of the said Tything of Westbrook the only qualifications 
necessary to  ??????? whom in the benefit of the said Charity shall be that they are 
inhabiting within the said Tything and are in poor and needy circumstances.  

The Trustees when reduced to seven are directed to supply vacancies.  

NB The last mentioned Charity was established on account of the Blanket Charity 
founded by the late Sir Henry Unton being exclusively confined to the inhabitants of the 
Tything of Port 

 

 


