In Memory of
Private ALFRED WOODS
177541, 87" Bn., Canadian Infantry,
Canadian Expeditionary Force, 4th Division,
11th Infantry Brigade.
Who died, age 17, on 21 October 1916

Son of Sarah Edgington, Union St, Faringdon, Berks.

Remembered with honour
Faringdon War Memorial and VIMY MEMORIAL

25 177385, Private J. I WOHEY,
Montreal, Que.

177354, Private V. WesT,
Brome, Que,
178151, Private E, V. Woon,
Montreal, Que.

177541, Private A. Woobs,
Riclinwml, Quu,

Commemorated in perpetuity by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission

On the opening day of the Battle of Arras, 9 April 1917, the four divisions of
the Canadian Corps, fighting side by side for the first time, scored a huge
tactical victory in the capture of the 60 metre high Vimy Ridge.

After the war, the highest point of the ridge was chosen as the site of the great
memorial to all Canadians who served their country in battle during the First
World War, and particularly to the 60,000 who gave their lives in France. It also
bears the names of 11,000 Canadian servicemen who died in France, many of
them in the fight for Vimy Ridge, who have no known grave.



In the 1901 census, Alfred Woods, aged 1, is listed as living with his
grandparents, two uncles and brother Willie,6, no parents, at 85 Block Green,
Faringdon. He was one of ~118,000 children who were sent to Canada under the
Child Immigration scheme from 1863-1939.These boys and girls, ranging in age
from toddlers to adolescents, were all unaccompanied by their parents, even
though only two percent of them were true orphans. Alfred joined the regiment
in Richmond, Quebec.

An extract from The British Home Children who perished in the First
World War

WOODS, Alfred

Waifs and Strays, arrived Tunisian, 26 May 1913 — dob 13 yrs (c1900)
[Faringdon, Berkshire 1899 Sep 2c 265] — 1901 English census Berkshire, Great
Faringdon, dist 3, Block Green, Fred 52 general laborer b Berks, Wantage;
Elizabeth 51 b Berks, Grove; Fred 17 worker at sawmill b Berks, Stevenson;
Ernest 15 b Berks, Milton; Willie gson 6 b Berks Stevenson; Alfred gson 1, b
Berks, Faringdon — SN177541 (Ancestry 177549) enlisted Richmond, PQ,
1915, dob 9 May 1898, Faringdon, Berkshire, England, nok (mother) Mrs Sarah
Edgington, Union St, Faringdon, Berkshire, occ farm hand, 87th Bn — KIA
21/22 Oct 1916, “Killed in the Area — The Somme.), on Vimy Memorial —
Somme.

Alfred probably spent his time in the C of E Sherbrooke Home for waifs and
strays called the Gibbs’ House on Bowen Street, Sherbrooke, Quebec.
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THE CHMURCHM OF ENGLAND
Incorporatzd Saciety for providing

FOR WAIFS & STRAYS

(otherwise known as *'\Waifs and Stroys.")

Sherbrooke, Quebec
Church of England Waifs & Strays

During the period the Society was ackive in Canada it maintained six receiving homes: Gibbs' Home, Sherbrooke,

Quebec (girls' home 1854-97, boys' home 1897-1933); Benwvon Home, Sherbrooke, Quebec (bowvs' home 1884
97} Qur Weskern Home, Miagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario {girls' home 1897-1921% Elizabeth Rve Home, Toronta,

Cntario {girls' home 1924-32) Winnipeq Babies' Home, \Winnipeg, Manitoba (home For boys and qirls aged 0-5, 1909-

11)

http://canadianbritishhomechildren.weebly.com/church-of-england-waifs--strays.html
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OUR WAIFS & STRAYS.

The Monthly Paper of the Church of
England Central Society for Providing Homes for Waifs and Strays.

No. 16.—New Series.) AUGUST, 188s. " [Price One Penny.

THE SHERBROOKE HOME,

The Gibbs’ House on Bowen St, Sherbrooke, Quebec



Given Name(s):
Alfred

Surname:
WiooDs

Age:
13

Gender:
b

Ship:
TUMISIAM

Port of Departure:
Liverpool

Date of Departure:
1913-05-17

Port of Arrival:
Cluebec

Date of Arrival:
1913-05-26

Year of Arrival:
1813

Party:
Church of England Waifs & Strays

Destination:
Sherbrooke, Cluebec

Comments:
bir. Pugh in charge

Type of Records:
FPassenger Lists

Microfilm Reel Number:
T-475965

Children travelling
together:
Q130K

Source:
Library and Archives Canada

Reference:
RG7E Cla

Item Number:
35453

Gibbs war memorial
is now housed in the Church of Advant in Sherbrooks
473 Bowen St
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87" Batallion Canadian Infantry Nominal Roll 23" April 1916 showing Alfred Woods

http://canadianbritishhomechildren.weebly.com/first



