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A History of Faringdon Bowls Club 

Faringdon Bowls Club has been an integral part of the town’s sporting and social life for well over a 
century. From modest beginnings on a shared cricket field to its established home at Gravel Walk, 
the club’s story reflects dedication, community spirit and a lasting love of the game. 

Early Beginnings (1911–1914) 

Faringdon Bowls Club was founded in 1911, following a meeting held on 8 February at The Crown 
Hotel. Among those present were several local figures whose enthusiasm for bowls laid the 
foundations of the club, including George Liddiard, J. Anns, J. Cadel, E. Belcher, and others. 

The club’s first green was established on the outfield of the cricket ground in Southampton Street. 
The inaugural match was played on 21 June 1912, against Lechlade. Although the green initially 
suffered from poorly laid turf and required relaying during its first winter, the club quickly 
established itself as a thriving local sporting organisation. 

In July 1914, George Liddiard offered land adjacent to the cricket ground for the creation of a full-
sized bowling green. However, the outbreak of the First World War halted progress, and organised 
bowls was suspended for the duration of the conflict. 

Post-War Growth and Consolidation (1918–1939) 

After the war, George Liddiard purchased a nearby orchard and generously donated part of it to the 
club for a permanent green. This marked a turning point, allowing Faringdon Bowls Club to develop 
a stable home and expand its activities. 

In 1921, the club affiliated to the Berkshire County Bowling Association, entering county 
competitions and beginning a long association with competitive bowls. By the early 1930s, several 
members had already achieved county honours, underlining the club’s growing reputation. 

War, Recovery and Renewal (1939–1958) 

The Second World War once again disrupted normal play, but the post-war years brought renewal. 
The bowling green was renovated with assistance from Polish soldiers stationed locally and 
German prisoners of war. During this period, Frank Liddiard, brother of George, served as club 
president until his death in 1954, continuing the family’s strong influence on the club’s 
development. 

The Move to Gravel Walk (1958–1966) 

By the late 1950s, the need for a new site became clear. In 1958, land was purchased at Gravel 
Walk, which remains the club’s home today. Considerable effort was required to prepare the site, 
and progress was steady rather than swift. 

The new green was officially opened in April 1966, representing a major milestone in the club’s 
history. Further improvements followed, including extensive drainage work and a complete relaying 
of the green in 1968–69, during which time the club played an entire season of away matches. 
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Clubhouse and Modern Era (1966–Present) 

A timber clubhouse served members for nearly forty years, providing a welcoming base for both 
competitive and social activities. Thanks to determined fundraising and volunteer effort, a new 
modern clubhouse was opened in 2003, complete with improved facilities and a balcony 
overlooking the green. 

Throughout the latter part of the twentieth century and into the twenty-first, Faringdon Bowls Club 
has continued to punch above its weight competitively. Members have gone on to become county 
champions, county presidents, and international trialists, an impressive achievement for a club 
of its size. 

A Living Tradition 

Today, Faringdon Bowls Club remains a vibrant and welcoming organisation. It competes in leagues 
and friendly matches across Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Wiltshire, while also offering a strong social 
calendar and opportunities for new players to discover the game. 

From its founding in 1911 to the present day, the club’s history is one of resilience, generosity and 
community involvement. Faringdon Bowls Club stands as a testament to the enduring appeal of 
lawn bowls and the dedication of generations of members who have ensured its continued 
success. 

 

References: 

https://www.faringdonbowlingclub.co.uk/community/faringdon-bowling-club-8192/home/ 

https://berkshirebowling.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Centary-book.pdf 

https://www.fdahs.org.uk/societies/faringdon-bowling-club/ 

  

https://www.faringdonbowlingclub.co.uk/community/faringdon-bowling-club-8192/home/
https://berkshirebowling.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Centary-book.pdf
https://www.fdahs.org.uk/societies/faringdon-bowling-club/


3 
 

Article in Faringdon Advertiser c2025 

 


