


Re Folly Clean Up last Sunday. - 23/03/10 
 
Unfortunately the What's On did not state a start time which was 9.00am. 
As the woodland was far cleaner and tidier than in previous years we were able to finish by 11.15am.  
The cleaner state of the woodland has been helped by the 3 monthly trimming of the edges, and by killing the 
nettles which used to provide cover for litter etc.  
Apologies that your offer to help could not be taken up.  
 
Treasurer - Faringdon Folly Trust  

 

Mis-sold telephone providers - 23/03/10 
 
Hello I would like to point this out to fellow Faringdon people. As this has happened to a number of people in 
Faringdon , so be aware.  
From tomorrow, telecoms companies in the UK will have to adhere to strict new Ofcom rules to stop the mis-selling 
and slamming of landline services, or face fines of up to 10 per cent of their turnover.  
 
Advice for consumers on mis-selling and slamming can be found at: 
http://www.ofcom.org.uk/consumer/2009/10/how-to-avoid-being-slammed/. .  
For further information about Ofcom please visit: www.ofcom.org.uk. 
Ofcoms news releases can be found at: www.ofcom.org.uk/media/.  
 
name supplied 

 

The French Market  - 23/03/10 
 
will be in Faringdon again on Sunday 28th March. All of the usual favourites will be there.  
 
Jane Haynes  

 

Dressmaker sought  - 23/03/10 
 
I am looking for a dressmaker or seamstress who will be able to alter a wedding dress bodice.  
If anyone knows of someone who can do this for me, please e-mail me on Bevsavon@hotmail.co.uk I am sure 
there is someone out there...  
Thanks in advance.  
 
Beverley Rogerson  

 

from Thames Valley Police. - 23/03/10 
 
At around 20:45 on Friday 19th March 2010 a property in Church Street, Faringdon was subjected to a burglary. 
The offender or offenders attempted to gain entry to the rear door by cutting the handle off, then by cutting a small 
hole in the kitchen window. A tidy search was carried out and an exit was made via the front door.  
 
If you have any information relating to this message, or have seen any suspicious people or vehicles in the area, 
please contact the Police on 08458 505 505 and quote URN 1509 of 19th March 2010. Thank you  
 
To find out more about Thames Valley Police in your area - please go to our website at 
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk  
 
If you have information about crime but do not want to speak to the police, call Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555 111.  

 



Re: the site of the monastry - 22/03/10 
 
I'm not sure if this is adding anything to the mystery of the monastry, but Unit 4 The Old Barn at Wicklesham was 
belived to have been commissioned by Stoneleigh Abbey in Warwickshire and built as part of a dairy farm for a 
bretheren of Cistercian monks based at the farm in 13th century. I think this is also connected with something 
monkish going on at Ringdale, but not sure 
 
Sarah Allen-Stevens  

 

Fraudulent Emails - Beware! 22/03/10 
 
hi just a quirey .i advertised a couple of items on the here in the small ads .and had a couple of e-mails from the 
same person asking me if i,oxod except bankers drafts and also to confirm my name, address, state and zip code 
has any one else experienced this and if not was it a hacker  
 
name supplied 
 
This happens from time to time I'm afraid, but as far as I know there is nothing we can do to prevent it, so 
be vigilant. There is a warning on the small ads page. - ED. 

 

What happened to the Folly CleanUp? - 21.03.10 
 
My daughter and i went up to the Folly for the 'clean up day' advertised on the home page of this site, only to find 
the place deserted..... where was everyone?? 
 
name supplied 

 

Siteof the Monastery - 21/03/10 
 
It is doubtful whether a monastery was ever built, or started, but here is an extract from Cyril Hughes Hartman's 
account of the History of Faringdon, on this website 
 
" The town has rarely figured prominently in the pages of history. There was a royal residence here in Saxon times; 
in 1145 some sort of fort, grandiosely dignified by the name of castle, was built by Robert, Earl of Gloucester, and 
razed to the ground within the year by King Stephen; King John had thoughts of founding here a Cistercian 
monastery, which later, however, became a mere cell dependent on the great abbey of Beaulieu in Hampshire; in 
1387 one of the many little battles for Radcot Bridge was fought when the revolting barons led by the Earl of Derby 
defeated Richard II's favourite, Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford and Duke of Ireland. Robert de Vere is said to have 
escaped from the field of combat by discarding his armour and swimming across the river." 
 
I 've been told that the site was/was to be in the vicinity to the west of The Grove, (north east of the town and below 
Church Path Farm), but there are no visible indications of this.  
 
 
Name supplied  

 

Siteof the Monastery - 21/03/10 
 
Diane Huddle, With regard to the location of the monastery. If you go to: 
http://www.pastscape.org.uk/TextPage.aspx put Faringdon in the search term. all is there.  
 
name supplied 

 

Enjoy the countryside - 21/03/10 



 
I'm sorry to here that Tom lost his bid for a cafe at the farm. However, I get the impression from his comments that 
he doesn't think that there are any other places that people can go for Tea, Coffee and Home made cakes. Tom, 
Faringdon DOES have a couple of Coffee Shops plus the Pubs, Sandwich bar, Bakers and Fish & Chip shops and 
more!! I wish him well with his farm, but it really isn't Wicklesham world of adventures!!!  
 
name supplied 

 

Lawn Mower's Lament. - 21/03/10 
 
Roses scream when they are picked and other flowers cry. 
Kind hearted gardeners know this. So can you tell me why 
as soon as grass begins to grow we want to intervene 
and stop it growing naturally ....tall and lush and green ? 
 
I think it's time a law was passed prohibiting lawn mowers 
and tax relief be given to lush and green grass growers. 
Every time I cut the lawn my tender grass must sob 
and even if it didn't.. 
I'd still hate the b***dy job ! 
 
HGM  

 

Parking in the Town. - 21/03/10 
 
All this griping about parking outside Budgens and the Gt Coxwell residents moaning about the illegal parking in 
Coxwell Street/Road; what do the guardians of the law have to say about it? They use this forum to publish crime 
help notices or whatever they call them, so why no reply from them? 
 
name supplied 

 

Buckland Swimming Pool . - 21/03/10 
 
I think you'll find it's not open all year round. When it is, it's advertised in the What's On. It is a nice little pool, 
particularly for children. 
 
Carolyn Williams  

 

Siteof the Monastery - 21/03/10 
 
The lady or gentleman who recently remarked on a few of us '' losing our marbles '',:) also mentioned a monestry 
north of Faringdon .If anyone has any information whatsoever on the monastry ,would you please bring it to my 
attention .I would like to know how much of the monastry remains , and can you view it ? and most importantly ; 
Where is it exactly ?Many Thanks  
 
Diane Huddle 

 

Enjoy the countryside - 21/03/10 

Just a quick note to say the daffodils at Wicklesham will be out in all their glory shortly, so do walk or cycle up and 
enjoy them (but please leave them where they are!). The snowdrops and acconites are in full force and the scilla 
are just coming through too - quite a show. 

For those that may be interested we lost our bid to put up a café building, which is a shame. The Vale's planners 



and councillors feel there is no community at Wicklesham, no need for a rural café, and that we'd be "cluttering" the 
open countryside. I guess, since they're keen for us all to commute to Didcot every day, rather than stay in 
Faringdon, they would question the need for Faringdon to have any local facilities at all. 

However, undeterred, Little Lodge will be opening again at Easter. We will have jams, cakes and plenty of other 
yummies and there is already a steady stream of eggs. 

And if you're worried that the decision by our small-minded district councillors will mean you will be exposed to the 
elements, don't be - we have a surprise solution we will be unveiling when we open! 

Tom Allen-Stevens 
 

Buckland Swimming Pool  - 21/03/10 
 
Pool The pool is open in the warmer months, the number to contact is in Whats On from about April.  
 
Chris Higgs  

 

RE.RE. BARAKA. 19/03/10 
 
For someone who obviously uses this .org site, one question. DID YOU NOT SEE THE RED SIGN ON the HOME 
PAGE ADVERTISING THE BARAKA GIG ? for those interested the next M.A.D.D.4 HAITI fund raising gig is on 
FRIDAY 30th APRIL at the CORN EXCHANGE. DOORS OPEN 8pm music commences 8-30pm. Entrance is £4 or 
if you come in pre 1900s dress it is £3. Appearing are PREESGANG and the GUINNESS PROJECT. All funds 
raised go to UNICEF. Information and flyers www.maddfaringdon.co.uk  
 
Sam Prince  

 

Buckland Swimming Pool  - 19/03/10 
 
I was wondering if you can help. I have been told by my father in law that there is a swimming pool in Buckland 
which can be hired to the public, which you have advertised. I have looked through serval times, and just cant 
seemed to find any information, do you know of the swimming pool, could you give me any information. Thank you 
for your help. 
 
name supplied 

 

Parking Outside Budgens  - 18/03/10 
 
Quite right. I am rude, but if you think what I say is bullying then you must have led a very sheltered life.  
As you can obviously read, then did you not notice I pointed out that single yellow lines means RESTRICTED 
PARKING and that the terms of the restriction can be found on the sign nearby? Such signs often say things like 
"Waiting limited to half an hour" or "No waiting between 8.am and 6. pm " That kind of thing. So as you never 
bothered to look at the sign your question was not really reasonable, now was it? and if you are a driver, you should 
be aware of what yellow lines etc mean anyway. If the powers that be were stationed at that very spot 24 hours a 
day then you could be nicked for parking there at any time when the restrictions apply, so think yourself lucky that 
you might get away with it some of the time.  
 
In actual fact, here is the very sign, - give it a moment to download the picture.  
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Faringdon&sll=51.47994,-
0.292168&sspn=0.017827,0.052314&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Faringdon,+Oxfordshire,+United+Kingdom&ll=51.6577
77,-1.585018&spn=0.000572,0.001635&t=h&z=20&layer=c&cbll=51.657694,-
1.585149&panoid=0MFlxb8ADaO2D1mFe4TpUQ&cbp=12,107.34,,1,5.32 
 thanks to Google Street View (Isnt the internet wonderful?) and it looks to me as if it pointsout the disabled bay to 
one side and the restricted zone - Mon - Sat , & the times, to the other.  



 
Now you know what the lines etc mean, you could adopt the following strategy: 
 
Wait until the pcsos have ticketed a few people or have drawn a blank and are walking up towards the police 
station. The chances are they will be stopping for a cup of tea or something.  
Alternatively you might spot them going in another direction entirely.  
You could squeeze in between the cones and the disabled bay for a quick Budgens visit then, but don't risk being 
too long or they might be back. 
You could actually move a cone or two but that is risky if the lorry turns up as you can't plead ignorance *and the 
driver might be bigger than you are. (Not to mention the lorry) 
The other possible place near the store is the bit by the former post office, if you're quick, but you have to avoid 
obstructing any large vehicle coming round the corner from Gloucester Street.*see above  
Either of these parking solutions is illegal during the restricted time, and If the Budgens lorry happens to turn up 
when you are not with your vehicle you're going to feel a bit daft as you shamefacedly clamber in to move, with 
everyone looking on rather crossly, but what the hell, you'll have made your point. 
As for the cones question, someone else has answered it.  
 
ps No I am not 'original Forum Bully', nor even unoriginal Forum Bully, but as you feel affronted you could call me 
Forum Bully Mk II perhaps. 

 

Loss of Modern Language Dept?  - 18/03/10 
 
Is it true, is it possible, that FCC is driving its Modern Language dept to extinction? How is this preparing our 
children for life in Europe? How can the school pretend it has an "international" outlook? We are VERY concerned 
grandparents. 
 
Carolyn Williams  

 

Re. Re. Baraka - 15/03/10 
 
not harsh at all, i'm certainly not the only one who doesn't know what events are being the held in the MADD camp. 
It ain't rocket science, i'm > sure Sam could come up with something, he's been doing it long enough. 
 
Trish Reynolds  

 

Parking Outside Budgens  - 18/03/10 
 
to Name Supplied If the cones were not put in place, the delivery lorry would arrive, sit and wait for the appropriate 
cars to be removed and the Town would be in gridlock. I don't honestly think this is unreasonable and has been 
something which has been done by the shop and accepted by the Town for many years! I'm sure if you invested in 
some cones and put them outside your house, people wouldn't park outside. Will you next be asking for the black 
and white cones outside the church be removed? 
 
Martin Harries 

 

Parking Outside Budgens  - 18/03/10 
 
Im sure that everyone that posts on here can read, so there is no need to be so rude. The question that was 
poasted was a quite reasonable question that asked for a reasonable answer. Are you the forum bully who keeps 
rearing thier head? So in Lehmans terms a single yellow line is okay to park short term yes? Am i allowed to put 
Cones outside my house if i am getting a delivery? NO! and to the forum bully- ROLL YOUR NECK IN.... Pretty 
please with a cherry on top! Thank you  
 
name supplied 

 



Parking outside Budgens - 18/03/10 
 
Years ago when I was a Postie and when Faringdon had a "proper" Post Office, I brought up this matter with the 
Police. I got the impression rightly or wrongly that they turned a blind eye to it as "it brought trade into the town". I 
was asked to move on once by them whilst emptying the box so as a lorry could unload more easier. I refused and 
was almost arrested! Is there a more sinister reason?  
 
Colin  

 

Parking - 18/03/10 
 
it seems the owner of the white van that parks outside aston pine on ferndale st thinks double yellow lines means 
park there whenever you want and clearly cant see how dangerous it is trying to come out of skinners lane  
 
ns 

 

Parking - 17/03/10 
 
Double yellow lines means no waiting at any time. Single yellow lines mean waiting is restricted. - as indicated on 
the nearby sign/notice. You can read? Try reading the notice, or RTFN, as it is sometimes put.. Alternatively you 
could ask the pcsos about it, or even avail yourself of a highway code and read that, or look it up on the internet. 
Simple! 
Sometimes if you park there you may get away with it. Sometimes not. Many people have complained about illegal 
parking, so the pcsos are doing something about it. You can't have it both ways.  
There is a loading bay and it was made in days gone by when Budgens was Carter's and trucks were a reasonable 
size and had a hope in hell of getting in there.  
 
name supplied 

 

Pie and Cake sale - 17/03/10 
 
please please dont forget the pie and cake sale at this saturday's (20/03/2010) craft fair all proceeds in aid of save 
the children thank you all very much for your support.  
 
david and margot manning 

 

Parking outside Budgens - 17/03/10 
 
Can anyone clarify what are the parking laws outside Budgens? There is single yellow lines, but there continually 
seem to be cones there. There is a loading bay but this never seems to be used, does anyone know why? The 
pcpso's are giving tickets to people for parking there. Why? If you are not allowed to park there, why isnt there 
double yellows?  
 
name supplied 

 

PRESSGANG at the CORN EXCHANGE. - 17/03/10 
 
To follow the Baraka gig we have organised the next musical event in the M.A.D.D. for HAITI fund raising project. 
This will happen on Friday 30th April. Entrance is £4 or £3 if you come in pre 1900 dress.the clue is in 
Pressgang.music commences at 8-30pm with the Guinness Project. Doors open 8pm.low priced Bar. Not the 
Mayfest?  
 
Sam Prince 

 



BARAKA- 17/03/10 
 
fund raising gig. just a few notes on the event and thanks.We particularly want to say we hugely appreciate the help 
of the following people - F.C.C. for donating the use of the main hall, active involvement from teachers and students 
in setting up and running the stage, lighting and sound and allowing us the use of the kitchen to provide 
refreshments for the performers and various others, plus the ladies in the office who sold tickets. Thanks also to our 
own bunch of determined youth who manned the entrance and told people where the loos were - always an 
important function, that! The T.I.C. sold tickets for us and M.A.D.D. paid for Baraka's expenses, the alcohol licence, 
costs of printing and advertising. These were met by the money earned over the bar. Everyone did a wonderful job 
and Baraka said it was a lovely atmosphere and would like to return to Faringdon. Between you all through ticket 
sales and donations you raised £220.10 which will go straight to Unicef and is earmarked for Haiti. Heartfelt thanks 
to all involved. Hilary and Sam from M.A.D.D 
 
Hilary Prince- Braunton  

 

Street View/Post Van - 17/03/10 
 
re about post van some post people do a early shift and then a afternoon collection and go home for a lunch break 
maybe that is why the van was there ?! 
 
name supplied 

 

Street View . - 16/03/10 
 
I always had the impression that it was illegal to publish images of property not visible to the public from the public 
highway, without the owner's permission. - I believe those were the rules which applied to English Heritage's listed 
buildings project 'Images of England'  
I see that my own property, the entrance of which is not visible from the highway has the way in (and possibly out 
again with stolen property) clearly displayed on Google's aerial view, though.  
 
name supplied 

 

Street View . - 16/03/10 
 
H. Poirot grey cells are on form. I do not think there is a great threat from Google Street View generally since folk 
like me cannot get a handle on getting the program working to spy on our neighbours in the first place. I do worry 
that all this imaging shows what I have about the place and the layout of the property to thieves though. Another bit 
of Big Brother and expect a Brown tax on sheds to follow as it can be done from an office now and blamed on the 
local councils as part of the business rates structure. Ask farmers about thier field boundaries and the spy in the sky 
in relation to subsidies. Hill farmers being the big loosers as there acreage from space takes no account of gradient 
therefore the Government just made the land area of the country smaller for payouts. I wonder if the same criteria is 
used for valuation for death duties etc?  
 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Street View Timeline. - 16/03/10 
 
The photographs for Street View in Orchard Hill show a Dixon's Removal Van. The present householders tell me 
that they hired this van during the first week in July 2008. 
Can anyone else offer any dates ? 
The photos are interesting and harmless to law abiding citizens like TP readers but as Mr Poirot would ask if his 
English was good enough..Why was this expensive project really carried out and who really financed it? 
Big Brother ?  
 
HGM 



 

 From Thames Valley Police. - 16/03/10 
 
 
 Between 1800 hours and 2100 hours on Friday 12th March a 
 property in Fernham Road, Faringdon was subject to a 
 burglary. Entry gained by jemmy the back door open and cash 
 taken.URN 1493 of the 12th March refers. 
 
 Between 1010 hours and 1035 hours a property in Coxwell 
 Road, Faringdon was subject to a burglary. Offenders have 
 gained entry via unlocked back door. URN 396 of the 12th 
 March refers. 
 
 Please be extra vigilant and report any suspicious people 
 or vehicles in the area. If you have any information 
 relating to this message please call the Police on 08458 505 
 505 and state which URN you are responding to. Thank You. 
 Message Ends. 
 
 
To find out more about Thames Valley Police in your area - 
 please go to our website at http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk 
 
 If you have information about crime but do not want to 
 speak to the police, call Crimestoppers anonymously on 
 0800 555 111. 

 

African Children's Fund- 16/03/10 
 
donations of bingo and raffle prizes wanted for the african children fund easter bingo which will be held on 1st april 
corn exchange faringdon doors open at 7pm eyes down at 7.30 if you have any unwanted items please ring Debbie 
on 07746505271 any donations would be very much appreciated  
 
Debbie piercy  

 

BARAKA. - 15/03/10 
 
First let me thank everone who came and supported the gig. the college excelled it self in producing quality sound 
and lighting effects,deffinatley a venue which can host the very best in music and drama.The students and their 
tutors take front and centre stage for a bow. The band were fantasticly energetic and musically excellent,personaly 
the highlight of the performance was the sensitive interactive finale with the drum students and the band. Maybe 
we'll put it altogether as a show for the Faringdon Arts week in July.A show with a lot of fun envolved. On the point 
of advertising I know we don't get everything right, superhumans we aint. But if Trish has any suggestions to 
improve our advertising perhaps she could help us.  
 
Sam Prince  

 

Street View. - 15/03/10 
 
Non Monsieur Mugshots.The otherwise excellent Google started this incroyable invasion of privacy in May 2007 so 
it is not an expansion of your so marvellous Faringdon 2000 photos. The approximate date when a particular area 
was visited can be found by careful observation and the use of the little gray cells.  



Consider this mon ami 
The trees and flowers. Do these not show it was not in winter ? 
A trail of paper and bottles occurs just after the green binmen call. What day is this ? 
A policeman is seen walking in the town centre...not a common occurrence I think ? 
Your neighbour has a satellite dish. When did 'e get it ? 
The so friendly lady whose husband is frequently not at 'ome and who only 'as a bicycle 'as a silver car parked 
outside 'er 'ouse When did you 'ear conversations the most loud when 'e found it there ? 
Ainsi, my friend, there is more information than at first falls on the optic nerve and you don't have to be a detective 
to find it. N'est ce pas ?  
BUT IS THIS A GOOD THING? 
 
H. Poirot.  

 

BARAKA - 15/03/10 
 
This fund raising event in aid of Haiti was advertised - on this site, on facebook, posters in the Portwell Angel and 
shop windows around town - plus a board outside the Corn Exchange on most days and evenings for a few weeks. 
It was also listed on the back page of Faringdon Folly newspaper. And they are just the places I saw - there may 
have been others. It was an excellent evening.  
 
Sheila  

 

Google Street View - 15/03/10 
 
Somebody asked when these photos were taken. I can be reasonably confident that the photo of my house in 
Faringdon was done on the morning of Saturday 26th July 2008. How can I be so sure of this ? Easy ! That day 
was my son's first birthday party and I can see a "Happy Birthday" banner outside the house and various outdoor 
toys being assembled.  
 
Julian Watson  

 

Re. Re. Baraka - 15/03/10 
 
Bit harsh, wasn't it Trish? Sam and Hilary try their best and often get good feedback. Perhaps you know someone 
who can assist them with their advertising?  
 
name supplied 

 

Sainsburys Active KIds Vouchers - 15/03/10 
 
Are the local schools collecting the Active Kids Vouchers from Sainsbury's? My child is too young for school but I 
always say yes to the vouchers because I think I may be able to hand them on but never do. Would be great if all of 
us can pass them on to local schools to benefit.  
 
Mel Lane 

 

re Baraka - 13/03/1 
 
The fact that more people didn't find their way into this event was very probably down to the fact that as usual Sam 
and Hilary don't have the first idea about how to advertise an event! How many people would have known it was 
happening? If it was advertised, it certainly wasn't obvious. Rule number one: If you want people to turn up at an 
event...........ADVERTISE IT  
 
Trish Reynolds  

 



Reference "Raoul to the Rescue. - 13/03/10 
 
I too had to call Raoul out a few months ago to rescue my internet when I installed Macafee! You have to question 
the point of this software or is that Macafee and Norton work extremely well....by stopping you using the internet in 
the first place! Well, i suppose you won't pick up anything nasty on your computer if you can't use it!  
 
Trish Reynolds  

 

Ref street view - 13/03/10 
 
I love this I viewed my house up marines drive great seeing my own house. The best thing was seeing a postie 
parked up outside a neigbours house. He use to be there for hours some days. No wonder the post office is 
struggling to make money if a postman can be at home for two hours. 
 
name supplied  

 

just been to RED LION - 13/03/10 
 
... for a mothers day lunch and it was absolutely delicious good home cooked food,and the staff were helpful and 
friendly ,i would defintely reccomend it to anyone i will definetly be going again my compliments to the chef and staff 
mrs delphine hammond  
 
name supplied 

 

Lost Cat - 13/03/10 
 
MISSING LOST MALE, NEUTERED CAT IN PORT WAY AREA  
ANSWERS TO THE NAME TIGGER  
MIXTURE OF BLACK AND TABBY WITH A WHITE CHEST  
ANY INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 01367 244919 OR 0790 1533 968  

 

Love Pork - 13/03/10 
 
Thank you for the 'I love Pork co' website link. I have read it and suggest interested folks have a look if you want 
some kind of guide to Pork from a butcher/meat retail source. However the same site does point up imported goods 
outside the scheme do not always match quality expectations so buyer beware. Seems there are no forum bullies 
after all, deep joy.  
 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Baraka - 13/03/10  
Well done to Sam and Hillary for bringing Baraka to Faringdon.  It was an  
 excellent evening performance, completely different to the usual and the  
 interaction with our local drummers was a joy to behold.  Shame more folk  
 didn't find their way in.  So who says nothing happens in Faringdon? 
 
 Rachel Kenward 

 

Forum Bully's - 13/03/10  
 
I haven't posted for some time now, thank goodness I hear you say. Looks like some have got heated under collar 
whilst I've been away. The meat debate springs to mind and leaves me oh forlorn Perhaps the girls should sort it 



out with large handbags at dawn. In my own view, posters oft retort to making claims of bully's Because a view is 
contrary to theirs or because their arguments are woolly. Similarly claims of ignorance or claims of talking B*ll*cks 
Are too aggressive, juvenile and some would say obnoxious. Slagging off, being nasty is not the way to go. Grown 
up debate and reasoned arguments is what we all should show.  
So, let's bury the hatchets, have respect and agree to disagree. Have good humoured grown up debates for all of 
Faringdon to see. Life's too short. I've been called a bully many a time on this forum simply because I have taken a 
different view. Similarly I've been called ignorant for the same reason. I guess that makes me an ignorant bully, or a 
pig in the middle.  
Which according to posts may or may not find me pumped full of water. Don't get me started on eggs.  
Devils Advocate. 

 

Street View - 12/03/10 
 
I see that Faringdon now features on Google 'Street View', is this an update to the FotoFaringdon2000 projet that a 
team of hardy local photographers took part in in 2000?  
 
Mugshots  

 

Meat - 12/03/10 
 
Perhaps this link will educate and help dispel some of the ignorance expressed previously about the quality and 
traceability of supermarket meat. http://www.lovepork.co.uk/why-quality-standard-pork 
 
"Forum Bully"  

 

Dance/Music - 12/03/10 
 
Dance/Music and Musical Workshops for all primary age children. These are being held at Faringdon Junior School 
on the 6th, 7th, 8th April 10am - 3pm. 6th  
Musical Workshop, 7th  
African Drumming, 8th  
Dance Day.  
£20 one day / £30 for two / £50 for all three.  
Please contact eso@fcc.oxon.sch.uk or phone Extended Services at Faringdon Community College on 01367 
240375 to book your places.  
 
Extended Services 

 

Dog mess (lack of) - 11/03/10 
 
I was out with Year 8 geography classes on 2 occasions this week in the Marlborough Gardens area. Can I 
congratulate every one there on the dog mess free environment. We usually get at least one pupil with smelly 
shoes, but not this time!!! I can honestly say I saw no evidence through the whole estate. A bit of dangerous driving 
and speeding but no dog mess. Well done to the residents or the Dog Warden.  
 
Chris Higgs 

 

Untidy /Tidy Estate - 10/03/10 
 
Now there's a coincidence .I too have telephoned the council regarding our road , and neighbouring roads, needing 
to be swept .The problem that i see , is that their are lots of cars parked in the street(s) , which makes it impossible 
to sweep the roads properly . 
 
I would of thought under those circumstances ,with a bit of notice ( via residences being informed a week or so 
before )the vehicles could be briefly cleared of the area , so the council can do the job properly . I also informed the 



council of areas of litter around Faringdon , some has been cleared and some has not .That could be because they 
are not responsible . 
 
Also our street sign is in a very tatty state.I asked for a replacement, and ''voila'' , it will be replaced soon! .So 
maybe '' Banging the Drum '' gets results .By the way ; I did bang the drum nicely .  
 
Diane Huddle  

 

Noisy Babies / Wicklesham  - 09/03/10 
 
A bit late to the discussion sorry. All these requests for a family friendly cafe whilst the answer is already there. 
Wicklesham need their planning for a permanent cafe structure approved by VoWH. They provide a wonderful 
family-friendly social hub (with outstanding produce and food), and are only hampered by the weather = something 
that would be solved by a solid building to house the cafe. It is HUGELY family-friendly (Cheryl goes out of her way 
to make the kids welcome, with a huge basket of toys and lovely fresh air and walks in the fields, and is realistic 
about the noise levels children generate!), and it is also a great tourist draw for Faringdon. Please support their 
planning application as they are doing a great service for the area.  
 
Jen 

 

Untidy Estate - 09/03/10 
 
As Canada Lane and the Oakwood Estate roads were in such an untidy state, I rang the council on Thursday 
afternoon to ask if the road sweeper vehicle could be sent there. It has just been round, and the roads look much 
better. I was informed by the council, that the vehicle is only sent to the roads such as ours, when requested by 
residents.  
 
name supplied 

 

Manure wanted - 09/03/10 
 
does anyone have any manure we can have for our allotment, or know where to go for some ? Shame dog manure 
doesn't work.... 
 
Kate Brady 

 

Daffodil Death - 09/03/10 
 
Up Folly Hill a lone daffodil bravely bloomed on Saturday, a solitary herald of Spring. By Sunday it was gone, cut off 
in it's prime. Sad that folk can't leave flowers to bloom where all can enjoy them. 
 
name supplied 

Dog Waste bins . - 08/03/10 
 
Who is responsible for emptying the dog waste bins? The one near Pye Street apart from leaning over at an 
awkward angle for the past few months is overflowing. No point encouraging people to use them if the people who 
are charged with emptying them are guilty of a dereliction of duty.  
 
name supplied 

 

Eccentricity - 08/03/10 
 
I was missing why I liked Faringdon, eccentricity. Thanks Tom, yes it is a major factor but then you would expect 



that from a bloke who is a world bore on bubblecars (officially read - expert on Microcars - but most folk would not 
know what a Microcar is and perhaps do not want to in detail)! 
 
I like the idea of Faringdon become a centre of excellance in eccentric activeties. Far more interesting than being 
just another tourist place etc. Even our fossel sponge seems to have been a bit of an oddity so its something in the 
soil, our heritage is to be different.  
 
name supplied 

 

Cool and Quirky Faringdon  07/03/10  

I have to say I love the light on the Folly - the rather bizarre and aimless way it points around the sky and guides us 
all all home. And the fact that we have a lighthouse in probably the most land-locked town in England! 

I agree with Alan's comments. Faringdon is a town where we dye our doves purple, where a pointless tower 
becomes our focal point, where we shoot off the steeple from our church. We have always celebrated our 
eccentrics and championed the unique and unusual. 

Little wonder we don't fit into the dull, conformist mould the planners are trying to make for us. 

Tom Allen-Stevens Wicklesham Lodge Farm  
 

Wherefore art thou, live music? - 07/03/10 
 
Well, What can anyone say. ??? Live Music in the crown, Also live music in the Lion, Where would you sooner 
go??? Let me tell you it would be the Lion And not the crown, the reason or some of the reasons are. 1.It's warm in 
the lion, cold in the crown. 2. many people in the lion , next to no one is in the crown, It looks like the lion is the 
NEW music venue in Faringdon. I also understand any future music in the crown will be in the top bar. reason being 
they dont want "that racket" in the front bar!!. Also the crown have done a u-turn about no live music and no sports 
on TV. What are the regular's meant to think.  
 
regular 

 

Well? - 07/03/10 
 
Jazz Cafe for faringdon arts fest? 
 
Sam Prince  

 

Raoul to the Rescue. - 07/03/10 
 
When I logged on this morning I was faced with an attractive offer from NIS to update my Norton 360 to version 4. 
As my subscription was due in 30 days time I decided I would. I followed the instructions and received various 
messages confirming that everything was OK. I have no doubt that the updated version was installed but I have no 
way of knowing because I couldn't restart my computer 
I used Safe Mode/System Restore which is about the limit of my computer expertise but I couldn't connect to the 
internet so I couldn't ask the helpful people at NIS what was wrong. 
I phoned QuidneIT. Raoul removed every trace of Norton using the removal tool downloaded from his computer 
and my problem was solved.  
This not a criticism of NIS as I am sure the problem was all my fault for not being 10 years old and a computer 
wizard. 
If anyone else is as ignorant as me and are tempted by the offer from NIS I'd suggest two important actions before 
trying. 
1.Download the NIS removal tool BEFORE Norton crashes your computer and 



2. Keep Raoul's phone number handy 
Keeping your fingers crossed is an optional extra..  
 
No to Norton 

 

Dog fouling  - 07/03/10 
 
On the plus side the Lechlade Road Schoolside poop bin seems to get at least as much trade as it can cope with so 
the majority are scooping down here. There are still a few that do not though.  
 
At least there is a warden now. Some years ago a known person had persistant fouling on his house access from 
one particular person and dog. Reasonable methods yielded no result so he saved several particularly fine 
examples and wrapped them loosely in newspaper. This was then placed on the doorstep of the person responsible 
and set alight and the door bell rang at a suitable time. The householder confronted with burning newspaper 
proceeded to stamp out the conflagration. Message learned.  
 
One problem with dogs is a good sniff attracts additional information. Therefore a dose of industrial disinfectant can 
work well as hopefully the dog will save his valentine for elsewhere. Not a total solution but at least your not 
confronted with it.  
 
Alan Hitchcock  

 

Faringdon Cricket Club - 07/03/10 
 
would like to welcome any new players to senior indoor nets on the 21/03/2010, 28/03/2010, 11/04/2010 and 
18/04/2010 at Faringdon Leisure Centre 10am-12pm. For further details contact Michael Hume 07968 651230 
 
name supplied 

 

Council Tax. - 05/03/10 
 
The new rates will start next month but so far I haven't found what they will be. Anyone any ideas where they have 
been published or is the Council still wondering how much they can get away with ?  
 
HGM  

 

Fabric Shop - 05/03/10 
 
Love the idea of a fabric shop in Faringdon! The old little craft shop used to be a wonderful place. As crafting seems 
to have grown in recent years and become a hobby of all ages, I think a craft shop would be lovely. 
 
name supplied 

 

Freeview digital signal  - 04/03/10 
 
I've noticed that others have recommended local traders when they've had good service. Having seen that several 
people have encountered problems with their tv signal, I'd like to recommend Screenservices of Shrivenham. They 
fitted an extension to my Sky system today. They gave me a free estimate, excellent advice, arrived on time and 
were very professional. www.screenlink.co.uk 01793-782221.  
 
Godfrey Smith 

 

Dog fouling at my door! - 04/03/10 



 
Thank you to the owner of the dog, who let it foul right in front of of our front door step. We have 2 toddlers, who out 
of necessity have to use the door, and who's health must surely flourish after playing with the deposits from your 
dog!!!!!  
 
It makes me wonder do you take a perverse pleasure in letting your dog foul in front of doors!!!! (as this is not the 
first time) Returning to the thank you, as i have nothing to do in my life (as having two small kids, i have lots of free 
time!!), i shall be diligently keeping watch with my camera (possibly thinking of setting up a dog poo web cam) and 
forwarding any images to the warden. please if you have any decency pick up poo!!!  
 
steve leech  

 

Burglary in Coach Lane - 04/02/10 
 
THAMES VALLEY COMMUNITY MESSAGING - Abingdon - M 01/03/001] Between 0900 hours and 1600 hours on 
Friday 26th February a property in Coach Lane, Faringdon was subject to a burglary. Offenders have forced open a 
ground floor sash window and gained entry. Jewellery taken. Please be extra vigilant and report any suspicious 
people or vehicles in the area.  
If you have any information relating to this message please call the Police on 08458 505 505 and quote URN 
1004 of the 26th February.  
 
To find out more about Thames Valley Police in your area - please go to our website at 
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk  

 

Freeview digital signal  - 04/03/10 
 
Here on the north side of London Street the signal seems reasonable - very occasionally the picture breaks up and 
sometimes the electronic programme guide has no information. From time to time I have retuned the set, but the 
digibox/recorder thingy I have stubbornly tells me that there is no signal for BBC4 when the TV clearly displays that 
there is. We have our set tuned to the West, Maybe there is a difference between the reception for the west and 
that for the midlands. A few years ago we had a new aerial and a booster fitted, which improved reception 
considerably. I can recommend the aerial company - who did an efficient & reasonably priced job - if anyone is 
interested.  
 
HT 

 

Dog Fouling - 03/03/10 
 
Thank you to all the people that have contacted me to inform me the identity of the Rottweiler dog which was 
alledged to have been fouling the streets of Faringdon.  
I have approached the dog owner & educated him in his responsibilities of a dog owner. I saw him again the next 
day and he was seen to pick up after his dog.  
 
Please keep the information coming if you come across any other dog owners that are not fulfilling their responsible 
duties.  
 
Contact Colin Marshall, Environment Warden Vale of White Horse District Council on 01235 520202 or email 
environmental.protection@whitehorsedc.gov.uk  

 

Tankers - 03/03/10 
 
Why was half of marlborough gardens kept awake last night? There's been at least 3 big tankers pumping 
something out of (or maybe even into) the ground for the last 24 hours, making a deep resonating sound that could 
be heard throughtout the night and is still going on now!  
 
SHUT THE SUCK UP YOU SUCKING TANKERS!  



 
name supplied 

 

Skatepark - 03/03/10 
 
I understood from the previously published plans that the skatepark is to be built on land at the far end of the old 
Stanford Road and beyond the new cricket pitch - so really a long way from any houses. Similarly, the skatepark in 
Bampton is in the local cricket/sports ground quite outside the village and, as such, is in a good spot which seems 
to work well. My boys have spent long, happy, energetic, litter-free summer afternoons there.  
 
name supplied 

 

Be fair to the Road Gangs- 03/03/10 
 
Last week the Road Repair Operatives were scheduled to pay us a visit to refresh the white lines which outline the 
holey (No disrespect Padre) roads.  
Their route involved the Shrivenham bypass and quite rightly they decided not to risk their vehicle's suspension. 
Other routes are being considered but meanwhile the white markings will be renewed by a man on a bicycle once 
he has completed the necessary cycling course. 
Please be patient and drive carefully They are doing their best !  
 
name supplied 

 

Freeview Info. for Julie- 03/03/10 
 
I have an old TV with a Freeview Box and a new TV with built in Freeview. 
They give entirely different results. 
After the last recommended retune the Box reassigned all the channel numbers e.g. BBC1 became Channel 806, 
BBC2 Channel 800. After another retune the numbers just shuffled themselves. The built in TV simply decided I no 
longer wanted Channel 5 but left the channel numbers alone so BB1 is still Channel 1. 
Both TVs provide interesting pixelated (I think that's the right word) pictures and occasional black screens. The only 
thing they have in common is that the programmes are repeats of repeats of repeats. 
I understand that David Cameron has promised to sort out the Health Service , the greedy MPs, the Punishments 
for Criminals, the Social Security Freeloaders and the Influx of illegal immigrants. So try dropping him an email. 
He may add Freeview to his 'promises' list. 
 
name supplied 

 

ANY NEWS ON TESCO - 02/03/10 
 
went to my local shop today brought 9 items and it was nearly £15.00 if i went to tesco it would have been £ 9.00 
whats going on with the prices everywere  
 
name supplied 

 

Lost cats - 02/03/10 
 
thanks 2 the cats protection (lou and dorethy).4 the help with the ginger tom who was lost and i had found ,nobody 
had claimed him that was sad .but hes going 2 a foster home now and hopfully some1 will give him a loving home 
which he deserves and thanks again 4 the help  
 
sandra  

 



That Monastic Moment. - 02/03/10 
 
What a brilliant conceptual mind! I haven't laughed so much in ages. The best part is, you can visualise the whole 
plan and the effect on the town. Well done!  
 
Mike Perks 

 

Freeview Box - 02/03/10 
 
Can someone help. I am thinking of getting a freeview box but an unsure about the signal in Faringdon. Has 
anyone got any adivce? Is it worth getting one or should I got for a free satalite box? I look forward to hearing from 
you.  
 
Julie Farmer  

 

Is it something in the water? - 02/03/10 
 
It seems to me that the discussions on this site have become increasingly bad-tempered recently. Maybe we'll all 
cheer up now it looks like spring might finally be here?  
 
name supplied 

 

Success for Faringdon Skaters - 02/03/10 
 
Faringdon skaters started the New Year well.Skaters this year all moving up to next level.  
Skaters travelled to Alferton for the Preliminary and Bronze competitions over the weekend.  
 
Richard Whitlock Overall Champion by coming 1st in figures and 3rd in freeskating. Richard has trained really hard 
for many months putting 7days a week into his preparation.Early mornings before school. He has shown real 
committment to his sport and this is a well deserved win. Well done 
 
Nathaniel Williams 1st in freeskating 
 
Sophie lewis 8th in the Bronze figures. Unfortunately Sophie had a fall in practice and was unable to take her place 
in the freeskating. Sophie had worked really hard for this competition juggling exams and training is tough.  
 
Selina James 6th in the preliminary figures. fantastic result. Over 25 Girls in this competition.  
 
Well Done to all our skaters a ggod start to the year  
 
Dee England  

 

ROAD SURFACES - 02/03/10 
 
When are the road gangs going to come into Faringdon to fix the craters that are all over the place? Dodge-the-
crater-whilst-driving is not the safest of games! No doubt Faringdon will be bottom of the repair list.  
 
name supplied 

 

Tourists/shops - 02/03/10 
 
Would I want Faringdon to be full of tourists? No. But could it be? Yes.  
 
Faringdon has great tourist potential and is near a confirmed tourist 'must see' route so could pick up some of that 



trade in day trippers. It only requires intiatives and investment in the potential.  
 
We have a Folly, very English and made famous with the various search lights that have put the town back on the 
map it was falling off after the bypass was opened. In my opinion a differing coloured search light should be 
perminant and turned on at various times in the year as suits events.  
 
Your right, the civil war is known history round the world and much could be made of Faringdon's part in it. My 
visitors love the fact the Church had its steeple shot off! I personally would vote Mike Perks license to create 
explosions to add to the ambience and incourage the retail of undergarments from the as yet unopened Faringdon 
Frillies.  
 
We have genuine secret tunnels - except since we are telling people about them they will not be secret anymore. 
However what self respecting American in long check shorts could resist such a thing, especially if you could walk 
through them?  
 
Some large museum/exhibition/other draw realy needs to be added, possibly something to do with fossels as 
Faringdon has a unique and much studied geological structure accessable to view. This in a designated 
development somewhere around town would help things and attract grant and educational money to create.  
 
Chuck in Pye and some Lord Berners whimsey, a link into art outlet/showroom of some description in itself. The 
town has long had an artistic background with its own Art Sociaty and local support for Artweek. Commission my 
sister to continue with her plan to produce nursery rhyme plaques for various houses around the town - see Pye 
House and Dr Foster in Gloucester Street.  
 
Add Berners dyed Doves, a Totnes style themed market etc. plus some private initiatives you have the makings of 
something internationally saleable.  
 
As a centre for a week of walking/cycling Faringdon is very well positioned surrounded by some very interesting 
countryside with all sorts of artifacts and buildings to look at. Thus Hotels to B and B would benifit from a town full of 
attractions. Passing trade might then bring in some of the afor mentioned shops, we were asked for a dream list 
after all, so do not be to harsh at the selection.  
 
If Swindon can be twined with Disney nothing is impossible! Mind you maybe Disneyland is really as depressing as 
Swindon. If the town really wanted to be a tourist town it could do it. Is that where you want to live though? Hmm, it 
might help me sell classic cars here instead of Cumbria though.....  
 
Alan Hitchcock  

 

Shops. - 02/03/10 
 
many thanks to name supplied for their amusing and factual observations. I particularly like the idea of using the 
local water,just bottle it and flog it, or even,which i find more appealing, BEER, a small brewery perhaps on the site 
of the "Pump house". Good name for a pub? It doesn't seem to be doing much as it is. It also has a ready made 
enclosed area which would suit all the parents looking for somewhere to take their children. The idea of dressing up 
leads me on to the subject of Fund raising for HAITI. April the 30th at the Corn exchange "PRESSGANG" . please 
look at www.maddfaringdon.co.uk  
 
Sam Prince  
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Faringdon Artistic skating Club  - 30/4/10 
 
Congratulations to Georgina Howe who came 2nd in the Youth Championships.  
Faringdon skate club is growing with more skaters now training in Faringdon  
Skating is a good form of fitness for all ages and all standands.  
Classes for beginners saturday 9am to 10am  
Dee England 

 

Faringdon Arts Festival Photographic competition - 30/4/10 
 
http://www.focusonfaringdon.co.uk/arts/187-photography-competition 
 
Nick Elwell 
More Arts Festival information on Facebook 

 

New bus timetable - 30/4/10.  
 
I too. welcome the new and improved bus service as a positive step for our town.  
I was certainly not implying any ulterior motive in my last post - I had just forgotten the Bloor Homes aspect and had 
maybe come to the wrong conclusion 
Jill Dean 

 

New bus timetable - 29/4/10.  
 
I think 'Park Road development' relates to the new housing, not Tescos. Weren't we told some time ago (largely 
courtesy of this site) that subsidising an improved bus service was one of the requirements of planning permission?  
It's really good to see something positive being done for Faringdon, let's not taint it by trying to look for ulterior 
motives! 
Name Supplied 

 

New bus timetable - 29/4/10.  
 
Glad to see the bus services being improved between Oxford and Swindon.  
I think the subsidy being referred to in Jill's article though refers to Bloor Homes, not Tesco's?! Part of the Section 
106 monies due to Faringdon as a result of their development was allocated to local transport issues...I think! 
Anna 

 

Folly photographs wanted - 29/4/10 
 
It's time to start looking for photographs for the 2011 calendar.  
I would like to do a calendar dedicated to the Folly for 2011.  
Please look through your photographs and send any you think might be suitable to 
sally@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk  
Any photographers chosen get a credit in the Calendar and a free copy.  
Thank you 
Sally Thurston 



 

 

Download new bus timetable - 28/4/10.  
 
http://www.stagecoachbus.com/GetUpload.ashx?Id=4641 

 

New bus timetable - 28/4/10.  
 
An interesting article on the new Route 66 timetable - 
http://www.swindonadvertiser.co.uk/news/8126014.Catch_the_route_66_to_Oxford/ - particularly the last 
paragraph, which would suggest a Tesco subsidy. 
Jill Dean 

 

Faringdon Folly was on TV - 28/4/10 
 
Last night the Folly was once again on TV. It on BBC during the program "The Story of Science". 
You can have a look at it again on BBC iPlayer using the following link: http://bbc.co.uk/i/s89td 
 
Or if you want to jump right to the spot where the folly is shown/used go here: http://bbc.co.uk/i/s89td/?t=5m27s 
 
Friends of the Folly 

 

Brian May. Save Me. - 27/4/10 
 
I dont know if any of you are interested, or that you have feelings, strong or otherwise, but Brian May has set up a 
website to protect this country's wildlife, and to convince who ever gets into power not to repeal the hunting act 
which was brought in a couple of years ago.  
 
Go to Save-me.org.uk and see what you think, if your for it, they need your vote.  
Hunting is a very emotive topic, you are either strongly for, or against, with both side entrenched, Brian May seems 
to be taking a more fairer middle ground, which I like. 
Jim Horton 

 

New bus timetable - 27/4/10.  
 
The new bus timetables are now available from Faringdon Community and Tourist Information Centre.  
Entrance on Gloucester Street at the rear of The Corn Exchange.  
Open Mon - Fri 9am to 4pm, Sat 9.30am - 1pm 

 

M.A.D.D. May Fest  - 27/4/10 
 
Regretably there will not be a MayFest this year.  
We do have a great band performing at the Corn Exchange on Friday 30th April. "PRESSGANG" This is a folk band 
like no other. If you think folk equals acoustic,think again and prepare youself for the full PRESSGANG onslaught. 
With a stage show that has had them travelling all over Europe and the U.S.A. it has to be seen and heard to be 
believed.  
 
They are supported by Faringdon's own "Guiness Project" likened to the "Pogues" and the "Dubliners" they will 
make a terrific start to the night.  
8pm on stage. Friday 30th 8pm till 12.  
Entrance £4 or £3 if you turn up in pre 1900s dress. 
A very low cost bar and real ale on tap.  
Leave your ideas about folk music at home. Bring an open mind and enjoy the PRESSGANG ride. 



This is a fund raiser for UNICEF in HAITI.  
Guinness is £2-50 a pint 

 

Portwell- scaffold to go - 26/4/10 
 
Portwell House is delighted to advise that the scaffolding will soon be removed from their building in the Market 
Place.  
They apologise to those who will no longer have somewhere to tether their horses or shelter from the rain.  
Both the Portwell Angel and the Portwell House Cellar will remain open for the ensuing celebrations. 
Nane Supplied 

 

Interested in photography? - 26/4/10 
 
Are you interested in entering a photographic competition as part of this years Faringdon Arts Festival with a Tint of 
Lord Berners?  
Take a look at http://www.focusonuk.co.uk/arts/185-photography-competition for details:  
more info to follow. 
Name Supplied 

 

Recycling in the Vale - - 26/4/10 
 
The response from Dave Wilson, Waste Services Manager raises more questions than it answers.  
If a normal refuse vehicle was used then how can broken glass, soggy paper and sticky plastic cartons be 
separated after they have been crushed and mixed in the compactor ?  
Why haven't they got access to a spare recycling wagon - having a vehicle out of action can hardly have been 
unprecendented.  
Does our recycling really normally get driven to Warwick, or was this a one-off ? We should be told ! 
Name Supplied 

 

Potholes  - 26/4/10 
 
Has anybody seen any pothole being filled in yet? I drive 200 miles a week in the area and have yet to see ANY 
pothole that I have reported or seen marked up filled in?  
Just wondering what the current state of play is. Are they waiting for a change of government or something? 
I know that my job is dependent on the colour of the government so curious. 
Colin 

 

Cherry tree survey - 26/4/10 
 
The Natural History museaum is doing a survey on cherry trees nationwide....  
add to the survey here as it appears there are only two cherry trees in Faringdon - one being in my back garden - 
surely not...?  
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/british-natural-history/tree-survey/index.html 

 

New bus timetable - 26/4/10.  
 
I was rather disappointed to see that there only appear to be about two or three extra services on the timetable and 
certainly not a half-hourly one, as promised in the Stagecoach statement mentioned by a poster below!  
Nor do there seem to be extra evening services which were also promised.... Is there something I have missed? 
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) Definitely every half hour and 2 evening buses from Oxford 20.50 and 23.25. To and from Swindon is 
similar. I have the new timetable- picked up on a bus the other day 

 



Snooty Fox? - 25/4/10  
 
I have been told now that it's opening as an Indian Restaurant. Whatever it re-opens as, I wish the new owners all 
the best in their new venture.  
Or if it is a private house, then I hope the new owners will be happy in their new home.  
Fiona Merrick (covering all options!) 

 

Great circular walks - 25/4/10 
 
We have some great circular walks around the Faringdon area and it always surprises me how few people I pass 
while on one of my long walks.  

On what was probably the warmest day of the year so far last saturday, I counted only two other walkers on my 
circular route that took me from Great coxwell to Little coxwell via Coleshill, Watchfield and Fernham before ending 
in Faringdon market place. The great thing about this route is that all those villages have refreshment stops in the 
form of good pubs.  

Trying my best to help keep the pub trade alive, I had a pint along the way in the four different pubs, but have to 
admit it was only when I reached the Old Crown Inn in Faringdon that I found an ale that really hit the spot for me. 
The new manager Of the Old Crown Mike, certainly knows how to keep his ales, and I was rewarded for my efforts 
with the absolute nectar that is Butcombe IPA from the Brunel brewery near Bristol.  

Looking forward to my next walk should this great weather continue, maybe I will see more walkers on route next 
time enjoying the beautiful countryside around Faringdon.  

Neil 
ED(GW) Lots of walk ideas in our Leisure and Lifestyle section 

 

Re Recycling in the Vale - 26/4/10  
 
From VWHDC 
We have been surveying the district since last November to establish which properties would not be suitable for the 
new bins. Properties that we decide are not able to store the bins off the highway will be supplied with coloured 
sacks for refuse and recycling, they will still have the same food waste service as households using the bins.  
The sacks still follow the same alternate week collection schedule and the households are limited to the equivalent 
volume in sacks as someone with a bin would be.  
Every property that has been allocated sacks will receive a letter explaining how the service works soon.  
 
Here is the link for the new waste service: 
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/rubbish_recycling_waste/New_waste_collection_service/default.asp 

 

Re Recycling in the Vale - 25/4/10 
 
The regular recycling vehicle is being repaired so, with our consent, Veolia used a spare refuse vehicle on Friday. 
The material collected was transported to a sorting facility in Warwick.  
Not ideal, but at least the service was maintained and at no additional cost to the Vale.  
Dave Wilson, Waste Services Manager 

 

Faringdon Football cup finals - 25/4/10 
 
Faringdon Town Football Club are competing in two cup finals over the next few days and would grately appreciate 
the town's support.  
 
Saturday 1st May 2010 North Berks Charity Shield at Abingdon Utd FC, Northcourt Road, Abingdon - 7.00pm kick 



off Faringdon Town v Drayton  
 
Thursday 6th May 2010 Faringdon Thursday Memorial Cup at Tucker Park, Park Road, Faringdon - 6.30pm kick off 
Faringdon Town v Lambourn Sports  
Further details at www.faringdontownfc.com 

 

Re Recycling in the Vale - 23/4/10  
 
Yes the new bins will be quite a challenge to walk round when you only have pavement outside your door.  
But don't despair, all the green box contents were just thrown into a landfill wagon today, a change of strategy 
perhaps? 
Mike Perks 

 

Spend £10 and replace your Faringdon jute bag from the Mustard Seed- 
22/4/10 
 
Here's your chance to replace your tattered Faringdon jutebag(s) (yes - the old ones CAN go on the compost!) - for 
FREE.  
As of next Monday (26th April ) and then for the following four weeks right up to Pentecost : 
 
What could be simpler? Bale of toilet rolls? GET A FREE BAG!  
Coffee, tea, marmalade, honey, peanut butter, muesli - GET A FREE BAG!  
Couple of good books, wrapping paper, birthday cards - GET A FREE BAG!  
Beautiful pure silk scarf from Thailand ( only £5 !) plus a spoil-yourself tub of best-selling Gardeners Hand Salve 
(only £5.95) - GET A FREE BAG !  
Wow ....  
P.S. Camping out on pavement allowed from Sunday 12 midnight - not before 

 

St George's Day 23rd April- 22/4/10 
A stirring feeling grips me, there is a quickening of pace, I look to the East, to the West, to see the splendour, the 
face of Mankind in unity and hope we all must trust, all linked by will, as the faintest breeze retreats like a ghostly 
dust. St George's heart ever beats through the land loud and clear. Harken! Listen to the drum; it captures our 
hope, our deepest dread and fear. Take heed, in God's glory, that which never fails to cheer, a rousing shout when 
all about may quake, because to stand firm, love the free and all of England's dream, hand in hand we walk, my 
friend. Hoist up, up high that freedom flag, for the love of the red and the white, it is a symbol of our hero's blood, 
spilt for us on a field, against the dragon beast, where the grass will no longer grow.  
©Cleveland W. Gibson 2009 (With kind permission from Grey Sparrows Press) 

 

Clean pavements- 22/4/10. 
 
I think the chaps who have been tidying up the pavements around the Southampton Street area have done a great 
job. All the weeds gone, and other rubbish, giving a much better look to the area.  
 
Sadly, some idiot allowed their (obviously) very large dog foul the path right outside the tennis court gate this 
afternoon, ruining the road cleaners hard work. It must have been between 3-4.30pm.  
Not a nice discovery for the people as they left the tennis courts I'm sure or for the children walking to school 
tomorrow.  
 
Can we all keep an eye out for whoever thinks this is ok and get them reported. 
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) You can use the form on http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/website/report_it_intro.asp  

 

New bus timetable - 21/4/10.  
 
I have been promised by Stagecoach that they will get a stock of new bus timetables to the Community and Tourist 



Information Centre, at the rear of The Corn Exchange, in time for the launch of the new service.  
I will post on here as soon as they arrive. 
Sally Thurston, TIC 

 

Ravens attacking lambs? - 21/4/10 
 
Having blue skies and no aeroplanes overflying last week it is now clear today how much 'pollution' this traffic is 
pumping into the upper atmosphere with vapour trails filling what was a prestine sky. Perhaps we are better off with 
the volcano!  
Whilst looking upwards I am interested in reports of Ravens attacking lambs on the edge of the Cotswolds.  
This sounded most unlikely but it has now come from several sources and few birds are big enough to stab a lamb 
through its neck to kill it. The big raptors, Buzzard and Red Kite, are not equiped or have the stratagy to do this.  
So are there really Ravens round here? 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

re. New bus timetable - 21/4/10.  
 
Stagecoach West say "We are pleased to announce the enhancement of Route 66, linking Swindon to Faringdon 
and Oxford. The enhanced service will feature more Monday to Saturday journeys, increasing the daytime 
frequency to every 30 minutes, plus extra evening journeys. The service will also provide additional journeys on 
Sundays which will increase the current frequency to hourly."  
Revised timetables will be available from 24th April from Swindon Bus Station or online at: 
www.stagecoachbus.com/west.  
Good news! though perhaps they should alternate large buses with small buses so that they don't all end up in a 
great queue either end of the market place!  
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) I've found a leaflet, and these after a bit of searching Swindon to/from Oxford,  

 

Snooty Fox? - 21/4/10  
 
I thought it said in the Folly a month or so ago that it was reopening as a restaurant. 
Name Supplied 

 

Snooty Fox? - 20/4/10  
 
I heard that it's being converted into a house like the Plough on the way to Swindon was, but I don't know for 
certain. 
Fiona Merrick 

 

Ringmaster message fromThames Valley Police. - 20/4/10 
 
Police would like to update you with information about a recent burglary.  
Sometime between the hours of 20:30 on Sunday 18th April 2010 and 07:15 on Monday 19th April 2010 a property 
in Westland Road, Faringdon was subjected to an attempted burglary. The offender or offenders have tried to gain 
access to the property via an integrated garage side window.  
If you have any information relating to this message, or have seen any suspicious people or vehicles in the area, 
please contact the Police on 08458 505 505 and quote URN 287 of 19th April 2010.  
 
At this time of year Trading standards see an increase in calls regarding rogue traders doing gardening and tree 
work.  
Please can you let them know of any of these traders when you get flyers through the door or if you get callers 
particularly if they offer a discount to pensioners.  
Trading standards have a list of reputable companies which you can find online at www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk 
or phone them on 0845 051 0845 .  
If you have callers at your door whose behaviour or manner concerns you please contact the police on the non 



emergency number at the time.  
 
A brown drop side lorry, part registration AM02, has been seen in the area acting suspiciously.  
Please phone the police on the non emergency number 08458 505 505 quoting URN 607 of the 16th April if you 
see this lorry and give any details of where it is, a description of any people with the vehicle and anything that is 
loaded in it. 
Thank you. Message ends. 

 

Annual Town Meeting - 20/4/10 
 
Monday 26th April at 7.30 p.m. in the Corn Exchange. 

 

Snooty Fox? - 20/4/10 
 
Can anyone tell me what is happening to the old snooty fox at Littleworth 

 

Small birds at Windows- 20/4/10 
 
Depends what type it is but quite a few birds will see a reflection in the glass and take it for a competitor and will 
attempt to disply and then attack it to get it to leave.  
Of course after a while the bird will expect the competitor to be there so if there is now a gap it will investigate. 
Finches and Wagtails certainly do this. Wagtails tend more to get facsinated by car mirrors.  
There is not much you can do but reduce the reflective quality of the window. If they are coming in then a bead 
screen or visible thick netting should deter them.  
A light or invisable screen will lead to the bird getting tangled up in it which is clearly not a good result. 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Good things about Faringdon - 19/4/10 
 
It is great to see some good things mentioned about Faringdon on here in the last few days such as the improved 
bus service and the Cafe on the A420.  
I thought I would add to the good things about Faringdon by mentioning the Pharmacy on London Street. They 
always give a friendly and efficient service with opening hours that are very helpful for people who work outside 
Faringdon.  
I have used them for a few months and value the service provided for Faringdon. 
Steve Bunce 
ED(GW) What do you think is good about Faringdon - I can add the Folly, U3A- and many more 

 

Faringdon Streets potholes- 19/4/10 
 
What I cant work ou in ref to potholes. Is that a backwater like fernham has got a spanking new tarmac road yet the 
main A420 roundabout at southmoor has craters that look more at home on the moon. 
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon Streets potholes- 18/4/10 
 
How many more punctures do I have to get before the absentee Council fix the potholes in this market town. I dare 
say that with the Radcot road and Clanfield end closed off, they wont be taking the opportunity to fix the holes down 
that end either.Or on the briges either. You want to try the road at the end of the Airfield on Brize Norton village 
road.Saw somebody abseiling down that one. 
Colin 
ED(GW) Report potholes via Oxfordshire County's online form 

 



Faringdon Streets cleanup- 18/4/10 
 
I couldn't help noticing a man scraping up the weeds and soil in Gloucester Street yesterday - he's made a big 
difference and I hope everywhere will get the same treatment. Trust it is not just related to the election.....  
 
Talking of Gloucester Street, I also came head on to someone apparently blissfully unaware that it was a one way 
street. This is not an infrequent event despite clear signs.  
But there again many people seem unable to read the large red sign limiting the road by The Crown to buses and 
taxis..... 
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) I'm told by VWHDC that the contractor(Veolia) has now done all the streets in the main town. If you know 
differently report the problem on a VWHDC online form 

 

More buses  - 17/4/10 
 
This is good news indeed, it's about time we had an improved bus service. Hats off to stagecoach and who knows 
in the future maybe we will get bus services to connect us with Witney, Highworth etc 
Name Supplied 

 

Re Good news - more buses- 16/4/10 
 
Tantalising reference to improved Route 66 bus service between Oxford and Swindon. I can't find any information 
about this online.  
Does anyone know any further details? 
Name Supplied 

 

Little birds- 16/4/10 
 
You could get some wire mesh to put on the inside of the bathroom window, cutting out a small hole for the handle. 
This allows the window to be open but no birds in.  
Also you could stick pieces of ribbon on the outside of the window so that they flutter in the breeze and act as a bird 
scarer. 
Name Suplied 

 

Re Recycling in the Vale - 16/4/10 
 
Brilliant, how on Earth did I miss that page on the VWHDC website?  
Really glad to hear about the new collections! 
Name Supplied 
Ed(GW) I hope it's good news for everyone. I do wonder what arrangements will be made for people without a back 
entrance or no front garden. Will the streets be lined with green and brown bins permanently? Hope not 

 

Re Recycling in the Vale - 16/4/10  
 
There is a big bin for tetrapaks at the tip near Stanford in the Vale.  
Hope that helps!  
ALison 

 

Cafe on A420 near Little Coxwell turn - 15/4/10 
 
It's just beyond the L Coxwell turn- think it's Chowles farm business area. You can get a great breakfast- standard 
for £2.90 up to triple size for around £5 plus other meals too. It's open from 0700 til about 1500, 6 days a week. 
Really good value and a pleasant dining room - not a greasy spoon!! 



Name Supplied 
 

A thought for Faringdon Arts Festival  - 15/4/10 
 
How about showing a film or films or somethng from film students (if there are any in/near Faringdon) or a 
talk/lecture from someone involved in film-making (who?)  
Or some theme eg Family film? Foreign language? Laurel & Hardy? Fright night? Sc-Fi?  
Would any one bother to trek up to Sudbury House Hotel on a week night/Sunday evening?  
Suggestions/comments pleas 
Sheila Donovan 

 

Good news - more buses - 15/4/10 
 
Perhaps you could both publicise the fact that the Stagecoach 66 route bus service between Oxford & Swindon will 
be significantly improved with effect from 4 May.  
The frequency will be doubled to half hourly on weekdays and the Sunday service will be hourly and there will be 
more evening journeys!  
Great news indeed! 
Name supplied 

 

birds in house- 15/4/10  
 
Thank you for the 'helpful' suggestions concerning our little birdy friend.  
Of course we have shut the windows, but the bird just keeps crashing against it, which seems cruel to me, but is 
upsetting our son!  
And trying to make a cat stay in our little bathroom would be very cruel! (Oh and another point on the shut windows- 
there are five of us sharing the toilet and a permanently closed window really isn't an option!) 
But thank you anyway! 
S Morgan 

 

Paranormal things going on in Faringdon - 14/4/10 
 
I seen some strange things  
I seen a ghost police officer and a ghost pot hole filler?????????  
Regards  
Name supplied 

 

New women's group - 14/4/10 
 
Anyone interested in joining a new women's discussion/friendship group? (NWR)  
 
As I rapidly approach 40 I'm feeling the urge to connect with some like-minded women in town and am interested in 
starting a National Women's Register group, to meet a couple of times a month. The website (www.nwr.org.uk) 
says "NWR is a friendly organisation and is for any lively-minded woman who likes to talk........we meet informally 
for discussion and debate."  
 
I know there is already a WI in Faringdon but the NWR is a different beast .... plus it would be good to organise 
something for a slightly younger age group, maybe for those 35-50 whose kids are needing them less and less 
these days! (Though obviously any woman would be very welcome!)  
 
If you're interested either drop me a line at alisonuk@gmail.com or call me on 01367 888229 ... if enough people 
are interested I'll get the "starting a group" info pack and see what we can do! 
Alison 

 



Recycling in the Vale - 14/4/10 
 
Does anyone know whether there is any way of recycling tetrapac/ juice cartons in the Vale area?! We seem to get 
through so many of these yet they can't go in brown or green bins.  
It seems so wrong to be throwing so many of these into landfill, especially when they state that they are recyclable. 
The same goes for yoghurt, ice cream tubs etc  
 
I have looked at the Vale Website but the info on there seems to be limited to what they actually collect (i.e. not a 
lot!)  
I notice that South Oxfordshire provide lockable bins (both outdoor and small ones for kitchen) for food waste.  
 
Would be nice to see this happen around here too wouldn't it?!!  
Any advice much appreciated (sensible though...please don't tell me to feed the family less juice and yoghurt which 
might be in the cynical style of some of the posters on this forum of late!)  
Thank you! 
Name Supplied 
There's to be a new system of bins and collection from Oct 2010. See VWHDC website 

 

Just jogging for beginners - 13/4/10 
 
Justjog group for beginner joggers starting at Faringdon Leisure Centre, Faringdon, Tuesday's 10-11am from the 20 
April 2010. This group is led by a qualified jog leader and for beginner joggers to jog socially.  
For further information please contact Anna Capel-Davies, 01235 540377 or anna.capel-
davies@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.  

 

Please forgive me if you all know this already. - 13/4/10 
 
But information about the Faringdon monastery, the headless ghost, King Alfred the Great burning cakes here and 
other very interesting stuff can be seen at: http://www.berkshirehistory.com/villages/faringdon.html ....  
Must be something here to make us famous  
Andy Boston 

 

birds in house- 13/4/10  
 
put a cat in yer bathroom ! it is only nature ... 
Name Supplied 

 

Little birds indoors- 13/4/10  
 
i suspect the easiest way might be a bit tricky but give it a go anyway "S H U T T H E W I N D O W"  
Name Supplied 

 

Paranormal Faringdon - 12/4/10 
 
I am looking to make a programme about Ghostly Goings on in Faringdon hopefully to be broadcast on the 
Unexplained channel.  
If you have had Ghostly Unexplained happenings in your property and are willing to tell this story on Camera then 
please get in touch 
scott.gildert@sgvideoproductions.co.uk  
Listen to me live on BBC radio Oxford Breakfast Show Tuesday 13th April From 8am Onwards Talking about the 
film i want to make 
Scott Gildert 

 



Little birds indoors- 12/4/10 
 
Is anybody else experiencing problems with birds? We have lived in our home for almost 6 years, and never had a 
problem before.  
In the last week we have had a bird in our property 3 times and have woken up to find grass and twigs on our inside 
toilet and bathroom window sill at other times!  
My 4 year old thinks it's fantastic that a bird wants to be friends, but I'm not so sure! Can anybody advise us on how 
to discourage our feathered friend without being cruel?  
All help would be appreciated 
S Morgan 

 

Faringdon Streets- 11/4/10 
 
Some of us shop keepers on London Street do clean outside our shops; pick up litter dropped there and even clean 
up dog poo when some irresponsible dog owners let them do it on our door steps! not very pleasant.  
Most of the business owners do care how their shops look outside, as well as in.  
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon Streets- 11/4/10 
 
re Gene's letter,I recently visited Oman - not a scrap of litter, dog poo or graffiti. What's wrong with us?  
Margaret Barker  

 

Faringdon Streets- 10/4/10 
 
I've just come back from a long trip- New Zealand, Australia, Kyoto. I was struck by how clean the streets are- 
especially in Kyoto. A busy city, many eating places and NO litter- not even small litter like cigarette butts. I didn't 
see people eating or smoking in the streets, so I guess that had something to do with it. 
 
Coming back to Faringdon I wasn't surprised to see the pavements still have the grit on them that was put down in 
the snow, and of course the weeds growing again. I know the VWHDC have swept some streets, but many still 
need doing. (I've told them which- around the town). 
 
Also there's a Litter Pick day this coming Saturday 17th, Market Square 1000 organised by the Eco group in the 
town.  
Perhaps some people will be unable to help on that day, but wouldn't it be good if they and businesses in the town 
could spend a little time just doing outside their properties- it would make a huge difference. 
 
I know we pay Council Tax for this service, but the reality is that Faringdon will always be rather dirty unless we 
help out occasionally. (I'm sure lots of people do and it is clear which businesses take care of the pavement outside 
their premises) 
 
I feel so sad- there are many people in the town working hard and voluntarily to make Faringdon a better place to 
live and encourage people to come to the town to eat and shop, yet something as fundamental as street cleanliness 
is a struggle to achieve. 
 
Hope to see you on Saturday!! 
Gene Webb 
If you think your street needs cleaning you can tell VWHDC by phoning them (01235 520202) or better still via the 
form on http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/website/report_it_intro.asp 

 

Blame others - 11/04/10 
 
I was just wandering......living in this true 'blue ' heartland of middle England that it is no suprise that with this 
goverment it could be made 'difficult' for people to vote?????????......oh i forgot just blame it on somebody 



else!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Steve Leech 

 

Card Cock-Up! - 10/04/10 
 
There you go. How difficult is it to print a set of cards. Spot Bot man has a nice comfy job at our expence and 
cannot even do such a simple task. But why worry as he is insolated from the harsh climate those of use who have 
to earn real money in a torpedoed economy have to contend with. He knows he is going to get paid and get a nice 
pension at our expence. This is just pathetic and as an ex printer I have heard the excuse of it being the printers 
fault. It very rarely is. It is people who do not read back the text which they wrote and ignored the proofs or did not 
bother with any. Yet the election so far seems to revolve about pretecting Spot Bot's job despite him being totally 
useless at it while the country disintergrates around us. You could not make it up. I have seen nothing worth voting 
for yet, just more Spot Bots looking for an easy time.  
What we need is less Spot Bots and more people running businesses without interferance from Spot Bots. It is not 
difficult. 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Ringmaster message fromThames Valley Police. - 9/4/10 
 
Between 0730 hours and 1800 hours on Thursday 8th April a property in Gloucester Street, Faringdon was subject 
to a burglary.  
Offender has gained entry via an insecure rear kitchen window. Cash, mobile, cash boxes and a canvass holdall 
stolen. Exit via rear door.  
If you have seen any suspicious people or vehicles in the area, or have any information relating to this message, 
please call the Police on 08458 505 505 and quote URN 1447 of the 8th April 2010.  
Thank you. 
 
Scroll down for Neighbourhood information for Faringdon, Buscot and Coleshill can on 
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/yournh-tvp-pol-area-n165 
Have your say meetings in Faringdon Market Square. 15 May, 19 June, 24 July, 28 Aug 1200-1330 

 

Card Cock-Up! - 09/04/10 
 
Re: Polling card Ours say Drayton ! Was wondering how I was going to get there !  
I didn't live in Faringdon at the last election, is there usually a polling station here ? I hope so ! 
 
Kate Brady 

 

Card Cock-Up! - 09/04/10 
 
I contacted the election team expressing my dismay at the cost of this error and have just received this reply from 
them:  
 
'I am sorry for you disappointment, and I can assure you that every member of staff in the elections office is feeling 
the same. Unfortunately, even after checking proofs on numerous occasions the outside printing firm has still 
managed to get it wrong. We assure you that the re-printing/sending out of poll cards will come at no additional cost 
to residents within the Vale, and that the printing company is taking full responsibility.  
 
We can only apologise again, and a new correct poll card will be sent out to you within the next few days.'  
 
name supplied 

 

Re Language - 09/04/10 
 
Having read Alan Hitchcock's many postings on this site I admire the way he copes with Dyslexia and can assure 



him that even without it he would still be considered, by some, to be weird and eccentric.  
 
name supplied 

 

Card Cock-Up! - 09/04/10 
 
Just had my polling card. It informs me that my polling station is at Abingdon! Apparently this is a printing mistake, 
and the polling cards will have to be sent out again. An expensive mistake. 
 
name supplied 

 

Language - 09/04/10 
 
The direction of attention changes. Just think what would Mervyn Peake's Gormenghast be like in text speak. Yet it 
is a book where one chapter is successfully devoted to dust motes floating. It is a truimph of the English language if 
you can read it. If English is to be debased by inferia languages based upon it reflecting the reduced scope of 
knowledge and attention span of a population I think that is something to be seriously worried about. If it is just a 
language tool based on English for a particular activity just as computers have a new language then that is fine. 
 
As a dyslexic I cannot read texting unless I re-learn a language as I see writing as pixels. There is a reason for this 
which is really quite interesting but here is probably not the place to go into it other than to say I should probobly be 
far Asian or ancient Egyptian as my brain works to an earlier rythem (there you go I cannot get that one right). That 
would explain why I am considered eccentric or weird. I do not have a mobile 'phone for instance since I cannot 
really make great use of it for the additional cost and hassle of owning and poking tiny buttons with large stubby 
nailess fingers (I loose them working). However perhaps the election would be more interesting in Text speak!  
 
Alan Hitchcock  

 

Skater success - 09/04/10 
 
Ursula Campbell of Farringdon, Oxon has been roller skating for 4 years, and is currently training under 
international coach David Charles Bullock at the Downlands Artistic Skating Club in Swindon. On the weekend of 
the 27th and 28th March Ursula competed against 17 other skaters at the British Championship, Mini section. She 
won 3 British titles, including, British Mini Free, Combined Free and Dance Champion. Due to this she has been 
asked to join Team GB for international competitions in Pieris, Italy and Catania, Sicily.  
 
If any business who would like to sponsor this highly motivated and talented athlete reach her goals please call 
Shirley Bullock, Marketing and PR Officer for the British Roller Sports Federation, on 01793 762376 or 07740 396 
011.  
 
Shirley Bullock 

 

This Forum - 08/04/10 
 
This forum is whatever anyone (and Gen and Hil) wants it to be. There are somne interesting topics on here and 
funny but maybe it's too subtle for you. Not everyone wants to stick to babies and the prices at Budgens  
 
name supplied  

 

Mum&Child activities - 08/04/10 
 
hi just moved to faringdon from witney and wondering if any one can recommend any day time mother and child 
activities going on in the town.  
thanks  
 



glenda  
 

Langwidge - 08/04/10 
 
Dear FCM . It took me a little longer to compose than my usaul ''style'' of e-mail .Obviuosly I had to put in some 
thought to make it appear as if I could not spell .I did not do this to take the ''Micky ''.But purely to inject some much 
needed humour into the forums topic .If only folk refrained from making negative personal comments ,and showed 
some respect for the individuals opinion . This is a ''Chat '' forum , not an english lesson . 
 
Diane Marie Huddle 

 

Vale & Downland Beekeepers' Association - 08/04/10 
 
Do you want to keep bees? Why not come along to the Vale and Downland Beekeepers' Association beginners 
meetings to find out more.  
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month from May to August at 7pm near Wantage.  
For more details, please contact Lilian Valentine 01235 767524  
jvalentine515@btinternet.com or visit the Association's website at  
http://home.btconnect.com/fyfebeeweb/about_bees.html  

 

RE- Langwidge - 07/04/10 
 
To that poster, I take my hat off to you! I bet your language, grammar, and punctuation skills are of a very high 
standard really. What I wonder is, how long did it take you to work out what you wanted to say and then type it up 
'badly'? I know it took me a bit longer than usual to read it and understand it. I remember the late Les Dawson 
(comedian, to those of you under 40), played piano really badly as part of his act but was, in reality, a highly 
accomplished pianist. In an interview he was asked about this and he said in reply 'do you know how hard it is to 
play the piano badly when you can play it well?' As for whether we are lazy now with the use of language - try and 
read something relatively recent. I read Arthur Ransome's Swallows and Amazons to my son, and had to leave 
some of the descriptive text out as I could see his attention wandering and it was a bit wordy. However if you try to 
read something like Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes mysteries, now they ARE wordy!  
 
FCM  

 

Language - 07/04/10 
 
I am so glad that my comments lead to great dicussion on good or proper english ,and yes i was being lazy. But 
that is the language of the modern world .Just because i used said language doe,s not mean i can not spell or 
speak the english language .And i would of thought that some people would of known better as it sounded like you 
were have a pop at people who are less fortunite than your selves .And thanks to those who came to my defence 
good on you.  
 
name supplied 

 

African Children's Fund - 07/04/10 
 
a big thank you to all who came to our african childrens fund bingo on 1st of april was a great evening our next 
bingo is on 29th april please call Debbie for more information 07772611136 
 
deborah piercy  

 

Language - 06/04/10 
 



Language is certainly interesting, but of course no-one thinks that language is static. Style, spelling, grammar all 
change over time. We aren't still communicating like Chaucer or Shakespeare, or grunting like cavemen...er...well, 
most of us aren't , anyway... 
 
Name supplied missed the point entirely - (and in doing so proved it neatly)  
 
Texting is fun, useful and has a place. There's nothing wrong with it, and why should 'us lot' want to 'do' anything 
about it? Even the geriatrics can usually get the hang of it . It is, though a crude and shrunken approximation of 
spoken language. It is without nuance, finesse or precision and although may develop a momentum and form of it's 
own is no more the future of English than is Pitman's shorthand.  
 
If U thnk it is - jst U w8 til Ur F2F wth a crmnl brrstr in crt, or jst bn rppd off bcs U cdnt rd the smll prnt on Ur L0n 
agrmnt/insrnce. Then LOL! NT!  
 
FB MkII 

 

Language - 06/04/10 
 
This language topic is interesting. What i think people are forgetting is that English has never been a static 
language. Your parents would think you lot are lazy (ever read a pre war newspaper?)THATS good English. I love 
text talk. its the future and there isnt a thing you can do about it. It will possibly be 'correct' English when you lot are 
dead. This thread is like the Daily Fail, people banging on about stuff that dont effect them and harping back to 'the 
good old days' that never exsisted.  
 
name supplied 

 

Language and laziness - 06/04/10 
 
Well said Alan, I agree entirely. 
 
It is relatively easy to pick out the posts on this site which are written by people with something sensible to say but 
who have genuine communication difficulties. The odd unimportant typo or grammar mistake creeps in fairly 
regularly and may be ignored.  
 
We think in language, however, and therefore to debase language is to debase thought. Some of the messages on 
here really do indicate a lack of coherent thought, also sheer lazy ignorance. As an example: there is almost total 
ignorance of the roles and responsibilities of each tier of local authority, of planning and land use, and housing, both 
'social' and otherwise. This information is to be found quite easily on the internet, and everyone who uses this site 
has access to that, as well as to our local councillors, yet some would rather post uninformed rants and complaints 
than be bothered to find out any facts. 
 
What is most depressing is that ignorant people (in general) often swaggeringly justify their ignorance as though it 
is something humourous or to be proud of. It isn't. That attitude is the legacy of a culture in which everyone must be 
seen to be a winner, regardless of reality; where every opinion, however unfounded or worthless, must be accorded 
a hearing, and everyone must have 'respect' regardless of whether there is any justification for it, or not.  
 
As for Texting, fine when you are using a mobile phone - it's economical, but here, its use is lazy, as you so rightly 
said. (evn tho I cn rd it LOL :) ) 
 
FB Mk II 

 

Red Lion Lunch  - 06/04/10 
 
I would very much like to put on a mid week roast dinner at a reduced size and price for senior citizens, all of my 
meat comes from the two very good butchers in Faringdon and my Sunday meat normally comes from Pat Thomas 
so I can be sure that I will be offering top quality produce. The questions are what day do people feel I should do 
this? And how much do people feel is a fair amount to charge? Thanks for your help in assisting me with some 



market research.  
 
Andy Banks The Red Lion 

 

Housing, Parking, Countryside & Language - 05/04/10 
 
More houses built require more facilities to support them. I think you will find that is why Tesco want to open a shop. 
Will that hold these new citizens in Faringdon and help those businesses in the town centre?  
It was inevitable the town would build to the bypass, it is what happens.  
 
Paying for parking in town, never have and never will. I pay for parking if there is an infrastructure built, like a 
multistory carpark, but a bit of tarmac with lines on - no. If more people took a private stand on such things a lot of 
these charges would not be worth instituting but the British public are in general lazy and whinge only to comply 
and pay for spotty botties to sit around thinking up new scams to justify their excistance at public expence.  
 
Lazyness brings me neatly to text speak. I ignore it as it is not English which is the language of this country. You 
want to speak something else do not expect instant understanding. I struggled for years to beat dyslexia and 
attempt to write ledgeably and then someone invents fleuant drivel with pictograms. How depressing when English 
provides such an amazing resource of words to produce an interesting read for the recipient. Perhaps Tom A-S 
should have applied for planning in such form and had success as this would have ticked some box as a group 
requiring subsidy or something. Might even have been given money to cater for evening gatherings of drainpipe 
exhausted small hatchbacks or similar. 
 
Alan Hitchcock  

 

Re. languages. - 04/04/01 
 
English is obviously a foreign language to some people on here. As for the FCC, 3 languages for a year or two at 
secondary level hardly counts as "teaching foreign languages" as most people in the wider world would consider it. 
Get real. 
 
name supplied 

 

language, what language? - 04/04/01 
 
I stoped putingstuff on this sit becas poeple larghed at me becas i codnt spell and i got fed up with there coments 
as i only put sensablethings on anyway about the trafic and everything it isnt my falt if i dint got tart anything rite i 
balem the cuncil and the govermunt and scol anyway they are the ons that make everything sorong like the 
mareket place and the stupid parking and everything weve got astupid cuncil who let everyon get away with 
everything like t he stupid pavements stopping t he trafic up al the time but nobod dose anything and it will be jsut 
the sam now becos no body cna spll and everythign anyway i been away for a bit but now im back so i can put stuf 
on here idont caranyway abut them sily snobs its them loosers 
 
tony 

 

langwidge - 04/04/10 
 
well , I tooke a gud look at da postins on da forem , and I cud nt sea any postin dat reqeired englishe lessins .Sew , 
I aint shore wat all der fus is abuot. May bee da persin dat finks folk on ear need lessens , cud point kindley pointe 
da erorrs of da bad englishe .LOL ,  
 
naym sopplide 

 

TXT4U innit  - 04/04/10 
 



Or how about setting up another strand of Talking Points called TXT4U for those who like to abbreviate the 
language to its shrtst and of10 mninglss 4m?  
 
Dr Mangled 

 

Language teaching - 04/04/10 
 
Never mind foreign language teaching, reading through the posts on this forum I think there's a quite a strong case 
for teaching English. 
 
name supplied 

 

parking charges - 04/04/10 
 
reading that the council have put the car parking charges up this doesnt sound encouraging as most people dont us 
the car park in southamton street anyway.they instead park in the disabled bays when they r not disabled or down 
entrance road 2 a residentcal street which makes it very diffucult 2 gain entry or exits and when schools r in well 
they dont care where they park across u drives block u from getting out of ur own property ,would they like if we did 
that 2 them no .i know theres a resession on but 80pence 4 1-3 hours is reasonable dont u think  
 
sandra saunter  

 

Enjoy the Countryside. - 04/04/10 
 
I'm very sorry to hear that you couldn't get the developments of the cafe, it seems that rather then extending a cafe 
that would benefit the community the council seem more set on destroying half of our folly park which i may add 
was a nature reserve, which many people were involved in making this a place where wildlife could flourish and an 
area for conservation. And all for social housing, it seems a shame that this huge area of land was ploughed 
without a tree in sight in about a few days. This is a reoccurring theme in faringdon and the local area, first folly 
park, then brandy island. I dread to hear what next. Of course there are facilities in faringdon but not enough, if you 
care to see the amount of new houses being put up around folly park then faringdon would need more facilities to 
support community. I think the council need to get its priorities sorted out . 
 
name supplied 

 

Paranormal Faringdon: - 04/04/10 
 
I am looking to make a programme about Ghostly Goings on in Faringdon hopefully to be broadcast on the 
Unexplained channel. If you have had Ghostly Unexplained happenings in your property and are willing to tell this 
story on Camera then please get in touch scott.gildert@sgvideoproductions.co.uk  
 
Scott Gildert 

 

Musical Event  - 04/04/10 
 
Faringdon Community College Present ROQUIEM an Award Winning Composition by Paul Barker A Requiem 
Mass Set to Rock Music. Wednesday 28th April 7pm - 9:30pm Sung by the Choirs and supported by the Musicians 
from Faringdon Community College also Music from Concert Choir, Show Choir, Djembe Drummers, School 
Orchestra and Much More Free Entry, A Donation tin will be by the door on the way out. Come along and see the 
multitude of talent this school has to offer FCC MUSIC DEPARTMENT  
 
Scott Gildert 

 



Old Railway Line - 03/04/10 
 
Years ago I walked the line when there were some old rolling stock on or adjacent to the perminant way. At that 
time the route was easy to navigate although I found out later I was trespasing. The area was and still is a 
patchwork of differing envirionments and a superb nature trail. The trouble is some of these are very fragile and 
access for the many would destroy the very thing they wanted to see - the nonesense of free access to land. 
However there are several footpaths that reach certain areas that can be accessed. The OS map will be needed 
and some determination I suspect.  
 
The same access problems exist on the Wilts and Berks canal as it to was sold back to private landowners and the 
right of way became void. I think Railways never came with public right of ways in the first place unlike canals. 
These industrial sites I find facinating as it shows how we kid ourselves as a race how perminant our structures are. 
The marks remain but nature reclaims land at an incredable speed. There are hidden finds all over the place if you 
bother to look. When I was a teenager there were also tatty farm sheds etc but much of this has gone either to 
development or been demolished. How can you be bored living in such a stunning landscape I do not know but I 
always hear it said.  
 
Alan Hitchcock  

 

Re FCC and end of teaching of modern languages - 03/04/10 
 
My daughter is due to start FCC in september and as far as I am aware they are teaching French, German and 
Spanish. This is an improvement on the standard 2 languages I was taught there. What is it thats led you to think 
they are driving the language department to extinction?  
 
Emma Riddle  

 

Re FCC and end of teaching of modern languages - 02/04/10 
 
I am intrigued that my comment published 2 weeks ago has had no reaction whatsoever. Faringdon people appear 
more concerned with bad driving/parking and dog mess than with the future of their children. Curious. Isn't 
Faringdon in Europe any more? And, if that's the case, where are we? Our twin town will be astonished!  
 
Carolyn Williams 

 

Old Railway Line - 02/04/10  

Name supplied is correct - much of it is private land with no access agreement. It was sold back to the landowners 
of surrounding farmland in the 1960s (apart from the bridge at Wicklesham), one of whom was my father. 

We have made some of the railway line that passes through Wicklesham an alternative right of way (not 
designated) and you are welcome to walk along this bit. Some we have also included in one of our nature trails. 

But much of it passes through ancient woodland - it's quite tough to negotiate and we're anxious to disturb these 
areas as little as possible to encourage ground-nesting birds rare plants and other wildlife to thrive. Please respect 
these areas as wildlife only - they're now havens, rich in biodiversity. 

I don't know what arrangements other landowners have made, but imagine it's somewhat similar. 

Tom Allen-Stevens  
 

Skinners Lane - 02/04/10 
 
There was an earlier comment about someone having a problem coming out of Skinners lane. I have a concern 



about safety reguarding Skinners lane for example when the French Market is in London Street all traffic is directed 
up Skinners lane,most people who live in Faringdon know this is a very narrow lane which us unsuitable to large 
vehicles. Well you would not beleive the size of some of the vehicles driving up there Sunday it is just not safe.  
Some poor ladies with push chairs had to walk back up Skinners lane to aviod being crushed.  
To me it would make more sence to direct traffic futher up the road by the folly. Please do not get me wrong I think 
the French Market is great but Skinners lane is as it says a lane not a main road and its use should be restricted.  
 
name Supplied 

 

Old Railway Line - 02/04/10 
 
I have walked the stretch from the A420 to Fernham where the old road bridge has been taken down. An awful lot 
of it is very overgrown however it can still be made out.Having admitted to walking it I am unsure if some of it is on 
private land. At the Uffington end there is still on old signal in place,and at the 420 end there is a small 
embankment,cutting and bridge which is in excellent walking condition.  
 
name Supplied 

 

Red Lion - 02/04/10 
 
Recently I praised ''The Red Lion ''for a super night out , as the '' 15 minute club ''session was pure entertainment 
.we are going to Andys pub for this sundays 15 minute club too .  
My husband and I recently attended a band gig in the ''The Crown '', the band was ''Resurrection ''.I feel they should 
take credit also for belting out some fantastic songs . 
I sat in my chair rocking all night long to cover tunes ranging from the group ''Free ''to Alvin stardust songs . 
Remember the song ''my coo ca choo '' ?. That particular song was superbly sang. The lead singer came over to us 
to thank us for our support , and he might of been belting out some rock songs , but he had the manners of a 
perfect gentleman . 
The band live near Wantage and I feel could do with a warm welcome from the folk of Faringdon.  
 
Diane Huddle  

 

Car Park Charges. - 01/04/10 
 
I see that from tomorrow (1st April !) the Southampton Street car park goes up from 60p to 80p for 1-3 
hours..........no joke !. I guess the same for Gloucester Street.  
Parking will still be free on double yellow lines and along Hart Avenue (ideal place to park as it makes it more 
dangerous for people trying to get to the S'Hampton St car park).  
What an excellent way to encourage people into the town.  
 
name supplied 

 

Old Railway Line - 01/04/10 
 
Hi I was wondering if you can help me with regard to the old railway? My father was born in Faringdon in 1926. 
Today he told me how he would walk near or along the faringdon to uffington railway line. Can you tell me if the old 
railway track is accessable these days as I would like to retrace some of my dads footsteps. I did look in the walks 
section but there was no reference to this path. Any help would be greatfully recieved. 
Many thanks  
 
Mike Bath 
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Recommend double glazing co? - 31/5/10 
 
Anyone recommend a decent local uPVC double glazing company? I'd like to get our wooden windows replaced with 
uPVC double glazing.  
I'm keen to avoid the national companies (safestyle, zenith, everest, etc) who give the full on hard sales tactics.  
Can anyone recommend anyone locally? 
Name Supplied 

 

Chain supermarkets - 14/5/10 
 
Even in the big cities, chain supermarkets don't need to be an inevitable.  
Fascinating article about an independent supermarket's success in Detroit, USA which might give Budgens a few tips 
and ideas about how to keep the Tesco wolf from the door... Namely, you really need to up your game and become a 
place that people rave about (as in the article), rather than the marked indifference or irritation that seems to be the 
Town's prevailing attitude to our current option..  
Article here : http://tiny.cc/r7l5y 
Name Supplied 

 

Poor TV reception - 28/5/10 
 
The Vodaphone situation sounds bad BUT so is our TV reception. 
For months now we have had constant break-up of pictures and Channels that we can't access at all. Friday's Oxford 
Mail highlights the problem but there seems to be no solution in the near future - and that includes the World Cup. 
As a councillor I can't help with Vodaphone or the Oxford transmitter - I wish I could!  
Margaret Barker 

 

Carters Reunion- get in touch - 27/5/10 
 
For all ex Carters supermarket staff.  
Names are needed before the end of June so the venue can be decided.  
01367 241753 for more information 

 

Re the establishment formerly known as the Snooty Fox! - 27/5/10  
 
I think it's actually THE SNOOTY MEHMAAN, which is definately an indian word. Am quite excited about having 
greater choice of Indian food in the area.  
Fingers crossed it'll be decent. 
Name Supplied 

 

HELP! - 27/5/10 
 
our vw campervan is in the garage and we have a holiday booked. Does anyone have a campervan/motorhome we 
could rent for a long weekend (4th-7th June) ?  
Must have 4 seat belts as we have two very small children. The van doesn't need to be 4 berth as we have an awning 
and all the kit - just need some wheels!  
contact Sharon on 0790 453 1613 

 



Folly Twitter - 27/5/10 
 
There is now a twitter account for Faringdon Folly. We'll aim to put the opening dates and other news on there. 
We're currently spending much time applying for grants-mostly for a new roof and a refurbsihment of the Lantern and 
Belvedere rooms. 
http://twitter.com/ and follow Faringdon Folly 
More information about Faringdon Folly on www.faringdonfolly.org.uk 

 

Ringmaster message fromThames Valley Police. - 27/5/10 
 
BURGLARY  
Police would like to update you with information about a recent burglary; Sometime between the hours of 08:15 and 
15:20 on Wednesday 26th May 2010 a property in Coxwell Road, Faringdon was subjected to a burglary.  
The offender or offenders have gained entry by unknown means and a messy search of the bedroom has taken 
place. Jewellery, watches and a laptop have been stolen.  
 
If you have any information relating to this message, or have seen any suspicious people or vehicles in the area, 
please contact the Police on 08458 505 505 and quote URN 834 of 26th May 2010.  
Thank you. 
TVP News letter Spring 2010 

 

Vodafone - 27/5/10 
 
I am now recieving full signal on my vodafone since 2:30 pm today 27th May.  
 
Earlier this week I called Vodafone mentioning my concerns about Vodafone serivce being down in the Faringdon 
area and not being able to take or make calls at home.  
 
They were kind to provide me with a FREE, no cost to me a Vodafone Sure Signal Box, which arrived yesterday in 
the post. This will ensure I will always have a strong signal at home no matter what happens with the Vodafone Mast 
in the area if it is working or not. Also they offered me a new monthly contract with more than 50% savings each 
month as well more call minutes and unlimited texts.  
Name Supplied 

 

Vodafone- more information - 27/5/10  
 
I've been to the mast site today and there's no sign whatsoever of any vodafone engineers. The mast is within the 
redlake boundary to which access is denied by a sturdy padlock. All 3 of my vodafone phones work outside 
Faringdon so I don't see what diffence new sims are going to make to the customers who are being sent them.  
If they do, please let us know and I suggest we then all order new ones.  
Why oh why can't they put a temporary mast up? 
Godfrey Smith 

 

Vodafone - 27/5/10 
 
vodafone is working now signal back on about time 
Simon Tovey 

 

Re Vodafone - 27/5/10 
 
The power was disconnected when Redlake vacated the site on going into administration and Tesco and Vodafone 
are now working hard to restore power to the mast as soon as possible.  
Melanie Chiswell, Tesco 

 



Vodafone - 27/5/10 
 
Vodafone. We have 5 phones all with vodafone none of them are working in Faringdon at the moment, my daughters 
phone is less than 3 weeks old so how can it be the sim card that's at fault, Vodafone wanted to charge me £19.99 to 
unlock her phone to use on another network but after talking to customer services they have agreed to waive the fee. 
I too have contacted them and was told they could not access the site as it is due for demolition next week and the 
new landowner wants the mast removed.  
From an ex vodafone customer. 
Name Supplied 

 

Vodafone - 27/5/10 
 
I have a new phone and a month old SIM card, (had to port my number to a new card after Vodafone told me my card 
was at fault), but I still have NO SIGNAL in Faringdon.  
Are Vodafone telling us that there are pockets of areas in the UK that our phones won't work as our SIM cards are out 
of date???? Who's stupid here???? 
Name Supplied 

 

Vodafone - 27/5/10 
 
Has anybody gone up to the site where the transmitter is to see if there are any engineers working up there? I've just 
ordered SIM cards from other network providers as Vodafone is a joke.  
The staff at customer services don't listen to you and they fob you off just to get you off the line!!! 
Name Supplied 

 

Re: Second to None - 27/5/10  
 
I have always found them to be of excellent service and really helpful. Would recommend them to anyone. 
Jo Quantrill 

 

Vodafone - 27/5/10 
 
Allegedly full signal has been restored but it is the SIM cards on both phones that are causing the problem. New SIM 
cards on the way and £10 compensation negotiated.  
Guess I will wait and see! 
Name Supplied 

 

Re Vodafone - 26/5/10 
 
friend said today that Vodafone rep was quite shirty when they tried to contact her by phone to discuss her complaint! 
Honestly!!! If it wasn't soo annoying it would be laughable! 
Name Supplied 

 

Vodafone- again - 26/5/10 
 
Like an idiot I believed vodafone when they told me yesterday that the site would be definitely running by today!  
I've just phoned again and they now say they have no idea when it'll be fixed but the engineers are working on it. I 
have 3 phones with them and they've offered 2 weeks rental refund on each.  
 
I'm at a loss to know what to do next. Has my suggestion that someone from the Town Council might help us fallen 
on deaf ears? 
Godfrey Smith 

 



Re Vodafone - 26/5/10 
 
Oh I had the same sim card fob off as well a few days ago. Just spoke to them again and got a £5 refund, seems very 
randomn on what they will give you, I had to really push for that.  
They gave me no indication of when it will be fixed 'it is under investigation'. I don't seem to get helpful people when I 
call!  
Name Supplied 

 

Corn Exchange Update - 26/5/10 
 
 
The Corn Exchange in Faringdon will be closed from 1st January 2011 to 31st March 2011 for refurbishment. The 
Town Council is very excited about the works taking place which will include:  

• Redecoration of the hall and kitchen  
• Installation of Double Glazing ? which we hope will go some way towards addressing noise emissions from 

the hall  
• Improved toilet facilities  
• Lighting improvements  
• Stage and storage improvements  
• Decoration and improvement of Town Council and Community and Tourist Information Centre entrance  
• New boilers have already been installed  

 
We understand this may be inconvenient for some of our regular hirers but hope that it will be well worth the short 
term pain! We hope the works will result in a venue that all Faringdon residents can make full use of.  
 
Please remember that The Pump House, in the Market Place, will be available throughout the refurbishment period. 
There are two main rooms which are both versatile and very reasonable with prices starting from just £6 per hour. 
The rooms can be used for meetings, private social gatherings, business meetings, workshops and a variety of other 
functions. A small kitchen is available and the larger room can accommodate up to 50 people.  
The Old Town Hall is also an alternative for smaller functions, accommodating 35 people and available from £8 per 
hour for community users. There is a small kitchen available.  
 
For further details please contact our bookings clerk, Val Sansford on 01367 242191 / 01367 240281 
val@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk Val is available for face to face meetings Tuesday and Friday 9am to 12pm. 

 

Garages in Faringdon - 26/5/10  
 
after reading recent posts about garages in faringdon i would just like to say i found a garage in pioneer road (think 
there called Sansom faringdon ltd) have had great service and at £25 per hour labour has anyone else had dealings 
with them as they seem very good? 
Name Supplied 

 

Re Vodafone 26th May @ 10am - 26/5/10 
 
I manage my company's Vodafone contract and thought I could get somewhere with my Account Manager with 
reference to the signal problems. The answer I got was consistent with earlier posts on this site - no consistentcy.  
 
I was told that there was a power issue and engineers had attempted to access site yesterday but couldn't due to 
demolition works. They hope to have the power restored shortly (no time frame) and I was given another reference 
number: 2045052.  
 
I was offered no compensation. 
Name Supplied 



 

Sing Faringdon at the Portwell Angel - 26/5/10 
 
More than 30 singers and their friends had a super evening at the Portwell Angel after their final singing session last 
evening. 
It is a great venue for a crowd of people, and lovely views over the Market Place. 
 
Thankyou to Nick and the staff for building the ramp so that one of our group could join in too. It was the first time 
he'd been able to get into the building for 6 years! 
Gene Webb 
Sing Faringdon meets again in the Autumn 

 

Dancing for 6 year old? - 25/5/10 
 
There is a Street Dance class held in the gym at Faringdon Community College on a Thursday from 5-6pm for 
primary school age children - girls & boys. You can contact the school for details. 
Name Supplied 

 

Re Vodafone - 25/5/10 
 
After a frustrating week (or longer) without a signal (Vodafone fobbed me off by telling me I needed a new simcard) I 
phoned cs. (7.25 o'clock 25th May) I got a reduction of 50% on my monthly bill and they told me problem will be 
solved within 72 hours! That is longer than the last entry here about vodafone problem.  
Let's still have hope, guys! 
Scharlie Meeuws 

 

Ringmaster message fromThames Valley Police. - 25/5/10 
 
GOOD NEWS  
On Sunday 23rd May 2010 Police took action to prevent several raves. Officers in the Vale of White Horse will again 
be taking positive action over the Bank Holiday Weekend to prevent raves taking place.  
If you see or hear any activity which suggests a rave please call 08458 505 505 quote URN 755 of the 15th April 
2010 if possible.  
Thank you. 

 

Re Second to none - 25/5/10 
 
Having been introduced to this site today 25 May 2010, firstly I would like to thank the positive comments made by 
yourselves.  
 
On a disconcerning note I have read a comment made anominously on the 23 May relating £1200 of unauthorised 
work carried out to somebody's vehicle. Firstly, I would express that no work is undertaken without a customer's 
authority and a quotation agreed. Secondly, I have no information relating to a complaint of any such matter and 
would welcome any further discussions personally.  
 
I note from your comment that you have not disclosed your name and therefore invite you to contact me personally 
either by telephone on 01367 243456 or email bob@second-2-none.co.uk and I will willingly discuss your 
dissatisfaction, if this complaint is genuine. 
Bob Hopgood 

 

Snooty Maheem . - 25/5/10 
 
Those who drive along the A420 will see that new signs have gone up on the Snooty Fox saying "Snooty Maheem" - 
pub, bar & restaurant. I tried googling this without much success although it became clear that maheem is of indian 



derivation. So - it looks like the longstanding local rumour that there's going to be an Indian Restaurant on the A420 is 
correct. If it's as successful as one I've been to up North it will do really well. 
Name Supplied 

 

Re Vodafone - 25/5/10 
 
situation at 4:30pm Tuesday May 25th. I've just spoken to vodafone customer services who said "engineers are 
working on the problem now and it should be sorted by tomorrow at the latest".  
Let's hope this is correct. 
Godfrey Smith 

 

Dancing for 6 year old? - 25/5/10 
 
does anyone know of an after school dance club, in faringdon, for a 6 yr old? 
Laura 

 

Laundrette - 24/5/10  
 
Definately a good plan, expecially if they offer ironing etc. Also, would be great for duvets. 
Mel 

 

Now less than three weeks before ECOWEEK-2010 ! - 25/5/10 
 
FARINGDON ECOWEEK – LIVING MORE SUSTAINABLY - JUNE 12-19 2010 Be happier, healthier and BETTER 
OFF! Saturday 12th June marks the beginning of a whole week of low carbon ECOEVENTS taking place in the 
Urban-Rural Partnership area around Faringdon.  
 
The ECOWEEK kicks off on the opening Saturday with a ECOSWAP, a big ECOFAIR in the Corn Exchange, and 
ECOGROW (open allotments) .  
ECOPLASMA is a high tech tour around state-of-the-art energy-from-waste facilities;  
ECOVINE involves a visit to a local vineyard with oodles of eco-credentials - as well as wine-tasting of course;  
ECOTOURS and ECOLAMBS are family-friendly events at Friar’s Court on the outskirts of Clanfield;  
ECOMILL is for watermill lovers and breadmakers;  
ECOFILM is the showing of THE AGE OF STUPID with oscar-nominated Pete Postlethwaite;  
ECOTRAIL allows you to be nosey neighbours and takes you around dozens of houses that have interesting eco-
credentials.  
For the budding beekeepers and ornithologists there is a not-to-be-missed ECOBIRDS and ECOBEES at Thrupp 
Farm down by the Thames. A recent RSPB survey on an adjacent farm showed that this farm had more bird species 
(71) than on any other farm in the UK.  
 
Do you like dancing? Then ECODANCE is for you!  
Or do you want to find out what it’s like to live in a yurt all the year round ? ECOYURTS gives you this opportunity. Do 
you want to see the cows being milked?  
Come to ECOMILK !  
To round off the week on Saturday 19th, the ECOBIKES and ECOWALKS will set off around the ECOFARMS (there 
are fourteen organic farms within just two miles of Faringdon…) ending up at ECOWIND: Westmill Wind Farm Open 
Day, where there will be MANY activities for all ages.  
And then - as a small mini-festival celebration on the evening of the 19th, ECOGLUG allows you to sample local 
wines and beers - accompanied by local cheeses - happening in the Portwell Angel.  
 
More details at WWW.ECOWEEK.INFO 

 

Re Vodafone - 25/5/10 
 
I have contacted vodafone and got a reply much like th previous one, and a refund of £10. However they keep 



insisting that my phone will work if I switch it to 2G, however many times I tell them that it still won't work if I do so.  
We just had the digital reception restored (which is still rubbish) and now this, you'd think we lived in the middle of 
nowhere !  
But yes, everyone should contact them, if we bug them enough for refunds, they should get a move on.... 
Kate 

 

Re Vodafone - 25/5/10 
 
Being driven potty in the centre of town not being able to get Vodafone signal either at work or at home! If it's Tesco 
who have caused the problem, as well as Vodafone, maybe we should be calling on Tesco to try and get this sorted 
out! Any ideas? As someone else has pointed out, if Tesco are in some part responsible for cutting off major mobile 
phone signal in town, this is very bad publicity for them. However, having just spoken to Vodafone customer services 
again in Swansea, I was told that they are trying to find somewhere else to put the mast - with no timescale...  
Surely some serious incompetence along the line here from someone that this could happen! But as many calls as 
possible from people in Faringdon will surely put more pressure on Vodafone to sort this out.  
Name Supplied 

 

The Pump House - 25/5/10 
The Pump House is now available on Tuesday Evenings. Both the June Rennie Room and The Jubilee Room are 
vacant on this evening. The rooms are very versatile and are also very reasonable.  
Prices start from only £6 per hour.  
For more information please contact Val Sansford on 242191 or Diane Keany on 240281.  
val@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Re Laundrette in Faringdon? - 24/5/10 
 
if you did go a head with the idea i would be willing to work for you if you need extra staff. 
Annmarie Higgins 

 

Re Vodafone - 24/5/10 
 
I have contacted Vodafone by email twice and have had no response so decided to try the online chat. At first I was 
told 'I see good 2G network coverage in your area' when I explained I have limited or no network she then stated 
'There is a site down in your area FARINGDON OXFORDSHIRE and the fault reference number is 584941398'.  
After pushing for compensation she has credited £8.00 to my account.  
I would advise all billed customers to make a complaint as the compensation seems to be going up!  
Unfortunately, no timescale was given for when this will be resolved but I advised her that I will be seeking more 
compensation the longer its left, everyone should do the same! Perhaps they will do something then. 
Karen Rees 

 

Re Second to none - 23/5/10 
 
When I first moved to Faringdon, I used Second to None for general maintenance such as tyres etc, and had no 
bother. When I put my car in for a non-routine job, I was given a quote of £50-60 to replace a part, after 3 days of no 
communication, Second to none had racked up a bill of over £1200. After a lot of discussion, I was given the option of 
paying up or having the parts removed, and a non working car returned. Every time I drive past the place, I get a sick 
feeling that I was ripped off. I run two older cars, that do need maintenance.  
For the last 3 years, I have used NMV, (behind Storage Solutions on Park Road) and cannot fault the excellent 
service, price, and continual communication. NMV go over and above to include you in the process, and seek to find 
the best and most cost effective solutions for every job tailored for you. I cannot recommend them enough. 
Name Supplied 

 

Out Of Hours Medical Help again - 23/5/10 
 



I know from bitter experience that, despite the fact that the Fern Hill Practice has never let us down, in other areas the 
NHS leaves a lot to be desired. So I was reluctant to use the Out of Hours number 
We were asked if we could get to a hospital but once we said we couldn't a doctor came very quickly 
I think he came from or via the Abingdon Community Hospital. He was reassuring, very effective and spoke English 
and I think it is disgusting that I felt the need to comment simply because these days I know that this is not the norm. 
HGM 

 

Wrong way down Marlborough St  - 23/5/10 
 
I too have frequently encountered vehicles traveling the wrong way down both Marlborough Street and Gloucester 
Street. Only last week I nearly hit a high speed cyclist traveling the wrong way down Marlborough Street as I pulled 
out of a driveway. I cannot believe that all of them miss the road signs - they just think they'll get away with it, even 
passing the police station!  
It will only stop when people get pulled over for it. Similarly for the large number of vehicles which use the "buses 
only" road past the Crown. 
Name Supplied 

 

Second to none - 22/5/10 
 
We have used them several times on several diffent cars. We have been very happy with the quality and price of 
service given  
Steve Bunce 

 

Out Of Hours Medical Help again - 23/5/10 
 
Contrary to the experience of a recent poster to this site, I had really poor service yesterday.  
My son needed to see a doctor urgently at 10:00 last night so I called out of hours. Somebody (not a doctor) called 
me back and gave us an appoitment to see a dr at 10:30 at Witney. Good I thought. But oh dear - when we got to 
Witney Hospital a nurse bluntly told us that there was at least a 1 hour delay.  
My son was finally seen at midnight. No infomation was given regarding the delay apart from the nurse saying that 
the "triage staff in Abingdon didn't know what was hapening in Witney and shouldn't have given us an appointment".  
In addition, corridor lights were off and patients/relatives were searching for toilets in the dark.  
Great! Out of hours care is not consistent in this area. 
Name Supplied 

 

Second to none - 22/5/10 
 
Why should you assume there is a problem ?  
But to answer your question. I have used them a few times and found them perfectly OK. 
HGM 

 

Second to none - 22/5/10 
 
I have taken my car to second to None for many years and have always had good service and customer care 
Dee England 

 

Second to none - 22/5/10 
 
Has anyone had a problem with second 2 none thinking of taking my car there to get fixed. 
Name Supplied 

 

Re Vodafone - 22/5/10 
 



I contacted Vodafone last night by email and this morning received this reply: 
"I'm sorry to learn that you are not getting a proper network signal on your phone and you are unable to contact your 
elderly mother. I do apologise for all the inconvenience caused to you.  
 
I confirm that one of the cell sites (network sites) in the Faringdon area is currently under maintenance. The power to 
the cell site has been turned off.  
I can assure you that our technical team is currently working on the issue and is trying to resolve the matter as soon 
as possible. The Technical Fault reference number is: 584941398.  
You can get back to me regarding the update on the above issue and I’ll be happy to update you on the progress of 
our technical team.  
 
Since you have not received the service you deserve from us Mrs. Dean, as a gesture of goodwill, I've added a credit 
of £5.00 on your phone account.  
I hope that this goes some way to restore your confidence in Vodafone and would like to assure you that we do our 
utmost to provide a High level of service to our customers."  
 
So if all the Faringdon Vodafone customers contact Vodafone and we all receive goodwill payments, maybe they will 
swiftly do the necessary work.  
Jill Dean 

 

Re Vodafone - 21/5/10 
 
Why not email this chap. He is the top man in the UK and WILL get it sorted. There customer Service it has to be said 
is awful. 
vittorio.colao@vodafone.com  
Colin 

 

Vodafone latest - 21/5/10  
 
I contacted them today and don't think I was told any lies. They say the problem is that the power to the mast has 
been switched off. I was also told that it wont take a month because that would cost vodafone too much. They also 
say everyone will get a refund.  
 
I'm particularly concerned because the ambulance responder team (of which I'm co-ordinator)relies heavily on 
vodafone for text and voice call-outs. I have asked them to consider putting in a temporary mast if this continues (like 
they do at major events). Does anyone know who the landlord/owner is?  
If it's Tescos I wouldn't have thought they'd want any adverse publicity ahead of their planning application. Town 
Councillors - can you help? 
Godfrey Smith 

 

Vodafone problems - 21/5/10  
 
Quite a lot of us have complained to them. 4 of us at the same time. We were told a lot of lies and conflicting stories. 
As far as I can work out we may be offline for 1-2 months.  
In a way I'm lucky as I have another phone and my only effort is to tell the most usual callers my other phone number. 
I was also told that I shouldn't be using a PAYG phone for business!  
Eh! Surely how I choose to use my phone is my business. 
Name Supplied 

 

Wrong way down Marlborough St  - 21/5/10 
 
How many more drivers going down Marlborough Street the WRONG way will it take before something will be done 
to prevent an accident?? Or even worse a serious injury or a fatality!!  
Most days cars, vans and small lorries can be seen travelling down the street some at speed..  
Will the Police, Town Planners, Council wake up to this and do something before it is too late! 
Name Supplied 



 

Vodafone coverage in Faringdon - 20/5/10.  
 
We have heard that the problem is not as simple as gaining access to the site. We understand that Vodafone and the 
landlord are working to resolve this. -----  
If I'm able to give you more news in the next day or so, I will.  
Name Supplied 

 

Vodafone problems - 20/5/10 
 
Having spoken to Vodaphone at length today, the problem exists as the power supply to the mast on the Redlake site 
has been cut. It may well be Monday before the service is resumed.  
Call & complain as you will receive one month's line rental free of charge.  
To get the best response, use the 'Are you thinking of leaving us' option. 
Sue Lund 

 

Southampton Street Car park and Potholes. - 20/5/10 
 
I see the VWHDC or is it the OCC can come and REPAINT the markings in the Southampton Street car park, but 
apart from just a couple of holes filled in; the roads in the town are a disgrace.  
I guess revenue collecting has priority over a basic task. Be better when we get a new government. 
Colin 

 

Vodafone problems - 19/5/10 
 
Thanks for the info. I spoke to Vodafone and they told me it was because I had an old sim card, which I couldn't see 
how that meant no signal in Faringdon but perfect in Oxford. So now I will waste some more time and go into the 
shop. Its the only phone I have so bit of a nightmare. If anyone has updates put them on here :)  
Thanks. 
Name supplied 

 

Carters Reunion 
For all ex Carters supermarket staff. 
Names are needed before the end of June so the venue can be decided. 
01367 241753 for more information 

 

Vodafone problems - 19/5/10 
 
Thanks for the info. I spoke to Vodafone and they told me it was because I had an old sim card, which I couldn't see 
how that meant no signal in Faringdon but perfect in Oxford. So now I will waste some more time and go into the 
shop. Its the only phone I have so bit of a nightmare. If anyone has updates put them on here :) Thanks. 
Name Supplied 

 

Vodafone problems - 19/5/10 
 
There are people with keys to the place. The administrators have keys, the former directors have keys, and the 
security man has keys. There is activity there most days, so if a big compant like vodafone cant do their job there is 
something wrong.  
If I was renting space on a bit of land, I would have thought that 'by law' the landlords would have to let me know? 
Name Supplied 

 

Vodafone problems - 19/5/10 



 
if you are having problems with vodafone it is because of the red lake group site and access. there is no way at this 
moment they can repair the mast, also they dont know how long it is going to be and after a short convesation have 
offerd free line rental to myself for a month. maybe a few more phone calls may get them to pull there fingers out of 
there %@$%%@. 
Name supplied 

 

Re Laundrette in Faringdon? - 19/5/10 
 
I would use it to wash large items like sleeping bags that don't fit in my washing machine, but that would require an 
extra large machine. 
Carolyn Williams 

 

Laundrette in Faringdon? - 19/5/10  
 
I'm not sure if there is enough demand for one but I have had one or two enquiries in the Community and Tourist 
Office for people looking for laundrettes whilst camping at Radcot etc. Also if people's machines have broken down.  
I think duvet washing would be useful and maybe horse rugs. 
Sally Thurston 

 

Budgens cafe -18/5/10 
 
I say let them have a go! At least it would be open all the time. The biggest one we have, which is Saddlers only 
opens when they feel like it and if you ask them why they were closed you will often get a rude reply from the owner. 
If the coffee is as good as Starbucks or Costa they will get me in everyday:)) 
Name Supplied 

 

Budgens refurb -18/5/10 
 
I have looked at the Budgens plans. I hope they go through, I'm not in favour of Tesco - we moved to Faringdon some 
years ago because it is a small market town with lots of lovely shops. I do use Budgens to 'top up' and it often has 
things that the main supermarkets don't stock and I've always found the staff helpful and friendly.  
I think the cafe is an excellent idea. Yes, there are cafe's in town (all excellent), but for pushchair and wheelchair 
access the old buildings make it almost impossible to use them. 
Name Supplied 

 

Madd and the Arts Festival  - 17/5/10 
 
this year M.A.D.D. is happy to be involved with the Faringdon Arts Festival "A hint of Berners" 1st July - 11th July.  
All events at the Corn Exchange are organised by M.A.D.D.and are free. A donation towards the running of the 
events would be appreciated. This can be done on the performance days at the venue.  
 
We are also introducing a closer working relationship with the Faringdon Community College's involvement with the 
Festival. they are responsible for the sound on the mainstage and the stage management, the African drummers and 
the opening band, from the winner of the battle of the bands to be held at the Community College on Thursday 1st 
july 8pm. Entrance is £2.  
I'm informed there will be six bands participating in this event.I say welcome to the Festival to the Community 
College.  
The full programme is to follow. For all M.A.D.D. associated events www.maddfaringdon.co.uk  

 

Laundrette in Faringdon? - 17/5/10 
 
I am exploring the possibility of opening a laundrette in Faringdon and would be interested in the likely response. In 
addition to the usual coin-op self service it would offer ironing services, collection and drop-off, drying for quilts etc, 



service washes, discounts for sports teams and local businesses.  
 
I appreciate that practically everyone in town has a washing machine but I still think there may be a need for one. 
Abingdon and Witney both have one and they always seem busy.  
Your thoughts would be much appreciated. 
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon's Facelift  - 17/5/10.  
 
Alan Hitchcock's blog is quite correct. At the time of the refurbishment of the Town Centre I, and my colleagues, were 
involved in trying to make the changes that would be best for Faringdon. We failed. I wanted a far more radical 
approach than actually happened and others wanted somewhat less.  
 
As often happens in these matters the view of the townspeople came a poor second to the view of the district 
planners (who, after all were responsible for paying for it).  
 
The net result was, in my view, a great improvement on the untidy and diminishing market place that we had. It was 
previously basically a car park that covered up what is one of the most attractive squares in our part of the country. A 
lot was wrong with the planning (inadequate space for buses - in their longer form - to turn etc.) however a lot was an 
improvement.  
 
I sincerely hope that "consultation" has moved on since those days and that the views of the Town are now really 
taken into account. This is an important time for this to happen with the framework for the development of the Town 
reaching its final stages. Our District Councillors are being deafening in their silence on this vital stage of the 
development of the Town which makes it even more important that the townspeople and the Town Council make their 
views known as strongly as possible.  
 
The next meeting of the "Our Faringdon - Our Future" working group is later this month at which we will be putting 
together our submission to the Vale for the future. Everybody is invited - this really matters.If you want to come along 
please contact Dianne at the FTC office.  
The views expressed in this blog are entirely mine and do not necessarily reflect those of the town council or any of 
its committees. 
Alan Hickmore 

 

Budgens refurb -17/5/10 
 
You can see something about their plans on the right, inside the Marlborough St entrance. It mentions non food 
goods and a cafe upstairs 
Faringdon has 3 cafes as well as pubs that serve coffee.  
Why have another? Will this encourage more people to shop there? I doubt it. 
Why not make use of the space to provide more goods that people need 
Name Supplied 

 

Out Of Hours Medical Help - 16/5/10 
 
My wife had been unwell since first thing in the morning and at 6pm we finally, and as a last resort, decided to call the 
NHS Out of Hours Service. 
Without going into all the gory details I can simply say the service was superb.  
In the past I have not been reluctant to criticise the NHS and I'll no doubt do it again but at this moment I have 
nothing but praise for it  
The Cam/Clegg team have only been in situ for a little while and we are already seeing the benefits. 
Now Dave and Nick how about sorting out the Pensions ? 
HGM 

 

Silver ring found - 16/5/10 
 



a small silver ring in the area in front of pump house. please contact 242223 to claim.  
thanks 
Name supplied 

 

Wailing siren noise? - 14/5/10 
 
Can anyone tell me where that Wailing Siren noise that go's off several times during the late night early mornings is 
coming from.I think it's coming from one of the units off of park rd 
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco's Planning application - 14/5/10 
 
If Tesco succeed with their application we will be subjected to a default facelift I suspect. It will alter the way the town 
works. No idea if that is better or worse but it continues the process of the A417 attracting business as it is the main 
road in town.  
If it were not for the road access down to Radcot the Market Square could be simply closed for the towns use like 
Market day, French day, Maddfest venue etc. Unfortunately the other access routes, Church Lane and Swan Lane, 
are not really capable of handling the bulky traffic as they are even if the one way system was altered to suit 
unopposed passage. The ability to pedestrionise the Market Square at will would greatly help the health of the centre 
of town and would be very appealing for the cafe/resteraunt abiance in the evening.  
 
This is more than a facelift but perhaps really what the town should be looking for. However I think we should avoid 
total perminant predestrionisation as other days folk can still park and do that sort of trade. A flexible space would be 
a huge benifit and many Oxfordshire towns have similar problems and would relish a similar answer. Is it actually 
achievable here?  
Further and to back the point made Faringdon had a exhibition of options in the Corn Exchange a few years back to 
look at the Market Place. I recall Mr Alan Hickmore was quite envolved in this presentation and an effort to get 
Faringdon some benifit from the project. I do not know how these things work but I fear we my have had our chance 
of funding. Perhaps he might know the chances for the future having had experience of such matters. 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Faringdon's Facelift  - 14/5/10.  
 
It does (or in this case, did) make one wonder exactly how useful our district councillors are. Faringdon was 
represented at district level at the time when the scheme for Faringdon Market Place was chosen and implemented 
so what happened?.  
The town councillors come in for a lot of stick, often quite undeserved. We rarely hear much about the role of our 
district and county councillors, though.  
It is one thing to regularly attend meetings, quite another to be able to effectively make the case for Faringdon's 
interests as part of the proceedings. 
 
name supplied 

 

Facelift - 13/5/10.  
 
The facelift for Faringdon was done several years ago. There was an "exhibition" in the Corn Exchange for us to 
choose our preferred option.  
This was comprehensively ignored by the District Council as usual and we have the abortion they decided on. 
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco's Planning application - 13/5/10 
 
Just received notice that Tescos have submitted their planning application with the Vale for a 15,000 sq ft store in 
Faringdon.(As shown in January's exhibition.)  
G.Brown 



 
ED(GW) I can't find the planning app on the VWHDC website - will have another look in a few days. 
I did find a planning application from Budgens. See 
http://planning.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_detailview.aspx?caseno=L1XX90BY0
5V00 for detail 

 

jennifer barnes sky dive in aid of save the children- 13/5/10 
sat july 3rd  
manchester united have donated a signed football. for each £5.00 sponsored your name will go into a draw and for 
second prize we have a manchester united pennant signed by four players all with certificate of authenticity and 
hologram  

 

Re Facelift for Wantage - 13/5/10 
 
I dont know how long name supplied has lived in Faringdon, but Faringdon Market Place was 'improved' some years 
ago, way ahead of Wantage. 
 
Personally I think it was not quite well thought out enough as although it is more contemporary-looking than before, 
traffic sight lines, convenience and parking have all been compromised for the sake of appearance.  
 
That having been said though, please, if you are going to grumble about what Faringdon is allocated or not in the way 
of improvements, get the facts right. 
 
FB MkII 

 

Facelfit for Wantage - 12/5/10 
 
It seems wantage is getting face lift 
http://www.heraldseries.co.uk/news/8160081.Go_ahead_for_town_centre_s_upgrade/?ref=rss  
Faringdon missed again  
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon Cricket Club - 12/5/10 
 
Faringdon cricket club invites everyone to pay a visit. From May until August(and maybe September) there are 
games played nearly every Saturday and some Sundays. Why not pop up and take a look at your local team. 
Refreshments are available, alcoholic and non alcoholic. There are also social events taking place throughout the 
year hosted by The Bell Hotel.  
 
Also there is net sessions running on Friday evenings 6pm until dark.  
 
We encourage prospective players of all ages. If you don't fancy a game we also have spaces for umpires (for which 
you get paid...)  
 
www.faringdoncricketclub.co.uk is now up and running, so please take some time to check out future fixtures, player 
stats and profiles.  
If you have any queries please visit the 'contact us' page and leave an email or we can be reached at 
info@faringdoncricketclub.co.uk  
 
The website is still in its infancy, so if you come across any problems let us know.  
Many thanks.  
www.faringdoncricketclub.co.uk  

 

Faringdon Arts Festival Photographic competition  - 12/4/10 
 



Stage Manager Required for the Faringdon Arts Festival (9th - 11th July 2010) If you can help, please email 
focuson@bordengate.com 

 

Ringmaster message fromThames Valley Police. - 10/5/10 
 
Sometime between Tuesday 4th May and Sunday 9th May 2010 offenders have entered a farm building on Church 
Street, Faringdon and have stolen four wheels from an all terrain Land Rover Vogue. If you have any information 
relating to this message, or have seen any suspicious people or vehicles in the area, please contact the Police on 
08458 505 505 and say you are responding to a Ringmaster message 
 
At this time of year trading standards and the police see an increase in calls regarding door to door callers offering 
products and services.Recently there have been several incidents where suspicious people have been seen and later 
checks show that these people are known to the police.  
Please can you let the police know of any suspicous traders when you get flyers through the door or if you have 
callers at your door whose behaviour or manner concerns you. 
Please contact the police at the time on 08458 505 505 or 999 if you suspect a crime is being committed. 

 

Missing Ferret - 6/5/10 
 
hi im looking for a ferret that went missing on the 4th may at about 8pm. he is friendly,has a yellow colour coat and is 
intact.  
if anyone has found him my little boy would be very greatfull .  
you can email me on annmariepeter@hotmail.co.uk  
thankyou.x 
Ann Marie Higgins 

 

Sponsored Skydive - 3/5/10 
 
Jennifer Barnes will be doing a sponsored sky dive in aid of SAVE THE CHILDREN (Faringdon branch) on saturday 
july 3rd. 
Anyone or business who would like to sponsor me or need sponsor forms please contact me on 01367241873  
thank you very much for any sponsorhip made. 
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Potholes R Us! - 30/6/10  
 
A map of Potholes. Is this for tourists? Is the dip in Lechlade Road in fact a pothole? I am sure I have seen some big 
enough for someone to live in! There is a trench warfare diarama on the A420 on the way to Oxford and I think the 
BEF are being pushed back at the moment though there has been intelligence that the Hun might be beaten back by 
the new 'Tanks' in a Cambrai like strike by the broken catseye.  
 
It is exactly this time wasting sort of nonesense that squanders incredable amounts of money we cannot afford to 
spend unproductively. Better putting a couple of guys in a truck and have them map the ones they have filled using a 
sat nav spotter. Cross referance if the road there was dug up recently and if so by whom and send them a bill for not 
refinishing the road to a servicable standard. I seem to recall in the old days these repairs had liquid bitumen poured 
round the jount to seal them from water ingress. I would like to be corrected but is this not the cause of half the pot 
holes? Water has got in, frozen and lifted the repair which the traffic then breaks up and distributes around including 
taking out the odd windscreen. If the water cannot get in then the repair will last longer. How much of the public's 
money has been expended in repairs to tracking, tyre failures, suspension damage, injured motor and pedal cyclists 
and ultimately deaths which can be ill afforded and only ever estimated? I am willing to bet just the deaths would fill a 
bus which would be a huge media story if it fell off a cliff because of a poor bit of road. Maps, is it? Spot Bots it is! 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Red Lion - 30/6/10 
 
It was my daughters 40th birthday on monday and we had a little gathering of family and friends.we held it at the Red 
Lion Andy kindly opened up for us and laid on some food which was absolutely lovely. 
i would like to thank Andy and the staff for making it a lovely day for my daughter. 
i would like to advise people if they want good food and drink to visit the Red Lion. once again thank you Andy 
Mrs Hammond 

 

TV Reception - 29/06/10 
 
In response to the Faringtdon resident who posted a comment on 20/6 concerning poor TV digital reception in 
Faringdon, I would just like to comment that after several months with no ITV1, 2, Channel 4 or Channel 5 reception 
at all, suddenly a couple of months ago it all returned, for no apparent reason that I could see, and I now have near 
perfect reception on all channels with my Freeview box, even though I live down "in the dip" near Lechlade Road. Of 
course, I am aware that we are still using the reserve Oxford transmitter, but so far so good!  
So don't give up yet!! 
Name Sepplied 

 

29th Grand Peace Fete this Saturday- 28/6/10 
 
The 29th Grand Peace Fete; 2pm to 5pm - at Clock House, Coleshill.  
The theme this year is "Peace in Palestine" - and there will as usual be a fantastic array of family friendly fun - 
wonderful food & entertainment - gorgeous grounds - live music - lots of games - and of course great company.  
And with Palestine as our theme of course we also HAVE to have donkey rides for the children.  
Hope to see you at Clockhouse Coleshill this Saturday. 
Sj 

 

Entertainment guide available - 28/6/10 
 



We now stock the 'free' Ocelot entertainment guide for Oxfordhsire in the Community and Tourist Information Centre.  
Pop in a pick up a copy. 
Sally Thurston 

 

Disgusting public toilets - 28/6/10 
 
I too have had the misfortune to have to use the public toilets in Faringdon and will not be using them again, I realise 
it is not easy to keep them clean but I think the problem lies with the overall condition of them with mouldy walls and 
peeling paint. Our council tax rate is one of the highest ( as usual ) in the county yet we are very often forgotten 
about. 
Is it any wonder most people prefer to shop out of town, when the facilities are so disgusting. 
Mrs Clarke 

 

Disgusting public toilets - 28/6/10 
 
I too have had occasion to visit the public toilets, and found them to be disgusting. I quote from the Draft Strategy 
recently published 
 
"Public Toilets 
The council provides public toilets at the Southampton Street car park in Faringdon and the Portway car park in 
Wantage. These permanent toilet blocks are all cleaned regularly and have disabled access. They are closed 
overnight to reduce the risk of vandalism."  
 
Cleaned regularly eh? Perhaps it means once a week/month? See what I mean about the Draft Strategy being a 
public relations exercise? 
 
Name Supplied 

 

Disgusting public toilets - 28/6/10 
 
i had the misfortune to use the public toilets,they were disgusting ,is it any wonder we don,t get visitors to faringdon ,i 
will not be using them again they are the only ones in town so some people have no choice,we pay enough council 
tax so where is it going not on the toilets it seems,isnt about time something was done about them  
Mrs Hammond 

 

Warning - 28/6/10 
 
Warning to those purchasing items from Presentation Gifts. I tried to buy something today, but was nearly stabbed in 
the finger with an inch long sharp pin (which was in the item I was looking at) whilst rummaging in a basket. 
Thankfully it was me and not my 4yr old son, who was trying to buy a present for his sister. I gave it to the proprietor 
and I did not get so much as an apology or a thanks. When I mentioned that the item was obviously shop-soiled, 
slightly grubby and creased and had a ruddy great pin put through it, and therefore as it was obviously ex-display 
(and was there an ex-display discount), I was asked who I was buying it for?! When I replied that it was for my 
daughter, I was told no, and that it would be repackaged and sold as new.  
 
Frankly, having almost impaled myself and having had no apology whatsoever, I am utterly disgusted by the attitude 
of the staff member in question, appalled at the lack of care, poor regard towards customers' safety, and sheer greed.  
 
So to other people frequenting the shop... Caveat emptor. Buyer beware. Check your goods thoroughly, look out for 
dangerous objects, and if you can - buy elsewhere. 
Name Supplied 

 

Snooty Maheem . -28/6/10 
 
has anyone been to the new Indian at Snooty fox 



Name supplied 
 

Potholes R Us! - 28/6/10 
 
The Council's plans to produce a map of the most dangerous potholes in the local area does have a certain merit for 
visitors but local drivers now automatically steer round them. 
My favourites are the ones round the Great Coxwell roundabout. 
But wouldn't the money be better spent either by renewing the white markings round them or even by filling them in. 
Name Supplied 

 

Thankyou Crunchys - 28/6/10 
 
I would like to say a big thankyou to Crunchys animal rescue. I rang them on sunday to say i had a baby bird at home 
which i had picked up from my path.I did wait around to see if the mother bird would come for it but she never 
appeared and as I have four cats I was worried they would get it. I took the fledgling round to my daughters and rang 
the RSPB but it was only a recorded message. Then I remembered crunchys and rang them. "Fred" was there within 
half an hour and took the bird to the centre. Bearing in mind thet England were due to kick off very soon I was really 
pleased and impressed that he drove from over oxford way to collect the fledgling.  
Well done Crunchys. I know if I ever win the lottery they will be on my list of charities to help out. 
Name Supplied 

 

Draft Strategy - 27/6/10  
 
I shouldn't be too disappointed about the draft strategy. If you can find previous 'strategies' 'local plans' or whatever 
they call such documents, you will see that much of what is proposed, (and not just for Faringdon), never gets 
implemented anyway. Councils feel they need public relations exercises just like everyone else. 
 
Name Supplied 

 

Draft Strategy - 27/6/10  
 
A lot of wordage to say that there is really only one major idea, which is only a might be, to be offered to Faringdon in 
the next 20 years. It ends by confirming that Faringdon is still considered to be a lemon to be squeezed in favour of 
the East of the Vale. Great, so that puts us in our place and any enhancements are going to have to come from within 
Faringdon itself.  
Given the track record of confused thinking that does not bode well for anyone with a bright idea. What we really 
need is a French style Mayor who can throw a bit of weight about and obtain direct funding as this document 
suggests we will be starved of money as previously. Reading this I would not be rushing to open a business in 
Faringdon, but more, probobly not in the Vale either. Writing promises and wish lists does not help business, where 
are the comittments to real projects? Economic activity zones with help on rates etc.  
What is the cost of running a sheet of tarmac as a car park? Virtually nil. There are various other nonesensical 
statements on car parks so clearly a raw nerve there. Needs pressing as I am convinced we can have free parking.  
Its all a bit etherial spot bot stuff really isn't it. As my dad would say 'Collect your money on the way out'.  
 
The economic world demands much more active engagement that a paper of sweet nothings to get our economy 
moving. Sadly I think the office whallers still have not got it. 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Supermarket debate- 27/6/10 
 
I was interested to see the comment vis a vis the Guardian report (see earlier posts). When exactly did the proposed 
Tesco store become a 'regeneration strategy' for Faringdon? In what ways do the area and conditions studied by the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation correspond to Faringdon? Precious few I would guess, but rhetoric - and the odd third 
hand sentence - wins of course, rather than really well researched comparative evidence.  
 



It is usually the middle class voice which proposes the winsome idea of the small thriving market town with little 
sustainable non-chain shops, and tries to impose it's plausibly articulate views on everyone else. Many people in 
Faringdon have no option but to shop locally, and pay a high price for doing so. I am quite sure that there are many of 
us who would love to turn the clock back to some idealistic (and probably non-existent) era but the Jeannette 
Wintersons have no need to actually make a living from their fruit and veg enterprises. The majority of small retailers 
do. That is why most will not survive in Faringdon while any supermarket exists here, and if they did, would be 
prohibitively expensive. 
 
The establishment of the by-pass and the expansion of Budgens, when it was Carter's, together with improved 
retailing facilities in nearby towns, and inevitable changes in demographics and transport were the factors which 
sounded the death-knell for most of Faringdon independent small retailers. Tesco, with its convenient free car park, 
and reasonably priced goods, will provide competition for Budgens - unwelcome for the proprietor, but probably very 
welcome for much of the the captive population - already Budgens has had to improve. It is worth remembering that a 
successful planning application does not necessarily mean that the plans will be implemented. With the threat of 
competition (in the shape of Tesco) beaten off, what incentive has Budgens to make any further effort? It already has 
a near monopoly in Faringdon so why bother to expand when that monopoly is strengthened?  
 
Name Supplied 

 

Draft Strategy - 25/6/10  

Is that it? Is that what we've been waiting all this time for? I sincerely hope this forms a tiny part of what is planned for 
Faringdon over the next two years, or we might just as well give up. 

Where are the strategic aims to support Faringdon's economy? Where are the pledges to address transport issues, 
reduce commuter journeys, help Faringdon survive as Swindon swells, encourage a low carbon future? 

VoWHDC clearly still isn't listening and clearly still doesn't understand Faringdon's strategic importance as the only 
major town in the west of the Vale. 

It's just sad that Council officers take so long to knock up a report that a trainee could have rattled out in an afternoon. 
They'd better have a wider, more thorough report in the offing, or they would have completely betrayed the time and 
effort that many good people in Faringdon have put into this consultative process. 

Tom Allen Stevens 

 

Ashmolean Vote- 25/6/10 
 
Although the Ashmolean may have won the vote it appears they won't necessarily win the prize as the public vote will 
only be used to guide the judging panel 
Katrina Campbell 

 

Ashmolean Vote- 25/6/10 
 
I TRIED to vote - but it looks as if VOTING HAS CLOSED - and the Ashmolean HAS won - by that very slight margin 
(Great News!).  
Official announcement is 30th June. Or - am I missing something obvious?  
Sjoerd 
Ed(GW) I think you're right - now I've searched other press releases I can see the voting closed 18/6( sorry for not 
noticing). I hope the online voting figures are uptodate - if they are it does look as if the Ashmolean won 

 

Ringmaster message fromThames Valley Police. - 24/6/10.  
 



OXFORDSHIRE TRADING STANDARDS ROGUE TRADER WEEK  
Oxfordshire Trading Standards are requesting the help of Neighbourhood Watch Schemes in the South Oxfordshire 
and Vale of White Horse areas to help by reporting any suspicious traders who they suspect maybe operating in their 
area. The Rogue Trader week will be running until 30th June.  
Please be extra vigilant, keeping an extra look out for any work being done for elderly or vulnerable neighbours. If you 
see a suspected Rogue Trader, try to obtain vehicle registration numbers and description of occupants if possible and 
pass this information to the police on 08458 505 505 and quote URN 731 of 02/06/10.  

 

On the subject of Vale Housing  - 24/6/10  
 
i have no end of problems with them so went higher and still didnt get any where so wrote to MR VAIZEY M.P so now 
waiting to see if he can do any thing i agree with you that we need to start committing crimes or make pest of 
ourselves to get any where with this housing assocation 
Name Supplied 

 

Battle of the bands @ Faringdon Community College - 16/6/10 
 
1st July 8pm.  
Well done everybody for giving the faringdon arts festival's T.O.B. battle of the bands another chance to flourish. this 
year we have seven entrants, in alphabetical order - Beyound the Break,Burning bridges, Define 
Yourself,J.C.D.,Phenominal,7th Heaven and Soul Power.  
Anybody from 11yrs can pay £2,listen, enjoy and vote for their choice to launch the Festival weekend in the Market 
Place on Friday 6th July at 6pm. 
Sam Prince 

 

Vote for the Ashmolean by 30th June - it's first but only just  - 22/6/10 
 
The refurbished Ashmolean Museum has been shortlisted for the Art Fund Prize for museums and galleries.. 
Currently standing 1st - but only just (by .09%) 
Vote for the Ashmolean!! 
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon SK8 AGM - 22/6/10 
 
The committee for Faringdon Skate park are holding an AGM on June 29th at Walcot House, Canada Lane, 
Faringdon at 8.00 pm.  
Please come along and find out whats going on with the long awaited skatepark 
Ruth Mitchell 

 

MoD study on cadet forces your views needed - 22/6/10 
 
This study will influence the size, shape and funding for years to come of all the cadets forces. At a time of significant 
government cuts in the public sector spending, your views have never been more important!  
Please respond to the survey next week when it opens On Monday the 21st  
 
The study is being undertaken by Southampton University and should assist in the development of a wider business 
case to demonstrate the worth of the Cadet Forces that could have a significant bearing on future funding. In order to 
be considered valid, the study requires responses from as many Cadet Force Adult Volunteers and Cadets as 
possible as well as those associated with them in the widest sense.  
The questionnaires are to be completed online between Monday 21 June and Monday 5 July.  
 
The window for collecting data is small - just two weeks - and every effort should be made to encourage Cadet Force 
Adult Volunteers and Cadets to visit the website and complete the questionnaire as soon as possible before the 
website closes on Monday 5 July.  
This message should be cascaded down across the whole Cadet Force population as comprehensively as possible in 



order to ensure that the study has sufficient returns to complete a credible report.  
The questionnaire website goes live on Monday 21 June and is at: http://www.geodata.soton.ac.uk/cadet_survey/  

 

Comment on Strategy and Action Plan for Faringdon and Wantage - 22/6/10 
 
Dear all  
I am inviting you to take part in the Vale of White Horse District Council's external consultation on the draft report on 
Strategy and Action Plan for Faringdon and Wantage. This report covers the period 2010/11 to 2012/13.  
 
The draft strategy (click to open and read) proposes a number of strategic aims and outlines the roles and 
responsibilities of the council in respect of the delivery of the strategy. The council’s economic development service 
would work with the JEFs to co-ordinate partnership activity, liaise with public sector colleagues and businesses, 
consult with residents, secure external funding, monitor progress and make recommendations to improve project 
delivery.  
 
The draft action plan details specific projects for Faringdon and Wantage and identifies projects that have a district-
wide focus but also impact upon the market towns.  
 
Your views are sought as one of the external consultees (see full list below) and I would be grateful if you could seek 
the views of your fellow group members. Please circulate as widely as you feel necessary.  
 
The external consultation period will be six weeks, ending on 30th July 2010. I would appreciate your views by Friday 
30th July.  
 
Details of the consultation will be published on the council’s website and will be the subject of a press release, 
providing the opportunity for any other interested parties to comment on the draft strategy.  
 
Your views are sought because it is felt that you have detailed knowledge about the economic development issues 
that are important to Faringdon and / or Wantage.  
 
You can give feedback on the draft strategy and action plan either by completing the questionnaire in the attached 
document or by going on-line and filling in the on-line questionnaire. Please click on the following link:- 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6VPVRFZ  
This has been designed so that it will only take a few minutes of your time.  
 
I would like to thank you in advance for your co-operation. The council will reflect on all the responses given and will 
ratify the report in the few weeks following the end of the consultation.  
A final report will be produced by early September.  
kind regards, Trudy Godfrey 
VWHDC 

 

To all who helped with Ecoweek - 22/6/10 
 
As last time- there have been LOTS of people helping - with organising, refreshments, baking, opening their 
houses/farms, phoning & chasing - and so on. 
 
A big thank you to all who helped in what was another very successful ECOWEEK.  
 
As happened last time, there were some events that didn't quite work as planned (the vineyard visit was scheduled at 
the same time as the England Algeria match!) and other events that were packed out. 
 
The shorter ECOBIKES got slightly ECOLOST - but didn't mind... 
 
At Friars Court, our speaker (Keith Taylor - new MEP) was stuck in Strasbourg - so instead we had a question time 
panel of three celebrity experts speaking to a standing-room-only audience. 
 
And at the Wind Farm Open Day - thanks to the Westmill Sustainable Energy Trust - lots of people enjoyed a 
wonderfully busy final day with glorious sunny/windy weather . The turbines & the new sound sculpture clearly loved it 
as well! 



 
Since June 1st there have also been more than 7000 visitors to the www.ecoweek.info website. Interestingly, there 
are still more than 100 new visitors every day visiting the site - many of them from other countries.  
Many thanks once again to all who helped in any way. 
Sjoerd  

 

Budgens is hugely better - 22/6/10 
 
I was struck when I went into Budgens recently that it is much improved. Much better aisle space, more products, 
local produce included and great bargains. 
Well done Budgens - keep up the good work. 
If you've not shopped there for a while, give it a go 
Name Supplied 

 

Vale Housing - 21/6/10 
 
Seems to me that they are not interested in helping people, been on the phone all day trying to sort out somewhere to 
live after being told that I've got to be out of the property on 29th July. and ben on the housing register for about 4 
years now looks like I got to be on the wrong end of the law before getting any help ( or have the right face and 
name) 
Name Supplied 

 

SOLL Leisure Cancellation Terms - Response - 21/6/10 
 
I would like to respond to HT in regards to the current membership terms & conditions confusion.  
 
I apologise if the wrong information was communicated at the time of sign up. Every member of the team is trained 
and we don't hide the fact it is a cancellation period of Three months. If a member is injured or needing to suspend or 
cancel due to health reasons the cancellation period is reduced along with supporting documentation.  
 
The telephone call in which was received to HT will be investigated as we do not need to act "angrily." The majority of 
comments we receive are commending our helpful/friendly staff and we pride ourselves on good customer service.  
 
I hope HT will consider renewing the membership and continue to enjoy a healthy lifestyle at Faringdon Leisure 
Centre.  
 
Just to comment on the other comment regarding SOLL Leisure. SOLL leisure is a charitable trust operating the site 
on behalf of the District Council and we have reduced the tax payers' deficit by 66% year on year. Any surplus 
generated by SOLL Leisure sites are re-invested into the facilities. Recently the Centre at Faringdon has seen a new 
floor in the studio, re-sanded & re-sealed Sports Hall, refurbished lockers, decoration and new flooring in the pool 
corridor and the implementation of free swimming for under 8's as of 1st June 2010. We continue to work in 
partnership with the District Council on all initiatives.  
Just on the point of the leisure facilities in Abingdon, these are also operated by a trust and not the District Council. 
Wayne Hawkins 

 

Faringdon leisure Centre - 21/6/10 
 
Soll leisure are one reasons why faringdon Skaters have been sucessful they are supportive in ensuring that our 
skaters are Fit and have clean facility also when we have injuries. 
Our leisure centre has had good management over this passed 2 years and are always willing to help in any way. 
This passed year there have been increase classes for all and not just the super fit catering for all ages.  
They have increased the numbers using the Fitness room and is supervised at all times. They are always willing to 
listen and deal with complaints and comments from the public. 
Dee England 

 



Soll Leisure Cancellation Terms - 21/6/10 
 
The recent complaint about Soll Leisure doesn't surprise me. I too have had an issue with them and found that they 
act exactly like a private leisure company would. They seem to have forgotten that they are a non-profit organisation 
running facilities for the local council which have already been paid for by the their customers, the ratepayers of 
Faringdon.  
The Vale of White Horse also don't seem to want to get involved now they have handed the leisure centre over to 
Soll.  
Is it a conincidence that the leisure facilities in Abingdon (so often favoured by the Vale) are run directly by the council 
while we in faringdon have to put up with Soll who are unelected and seemingly answerable to no one? 
Name Supplied 

 

Cold Comfort Farm this week - 21/6/10 
 
Faringdon Dramatic Society would like to invite you to their production of Cold Comfort Farm By Paul Doust 24th – 
26th June In Faringdon Junior School  
Curtain up at 7.30 Tickets available from The Nut Tree £7 and £5 (concessions)  
Looking forward to seeing you there! 

 

Parking in Stanford Road - 20/6/10 
 
How many more cars to be parked on the Stanford Road in Faringdon?? It's got far beyond the joke now!! 
A few years back there were only five cars being parked on the road now there is 18 all the way from ferndale road 
turn to Berners way junction,and there is only 6 houses on that stretch of the Stanford road and three have there cars 
parked in there drive ways!!  
we know the other houses have to park out on the road due to no drive ways and only have 4 cars,But for people who 
live halfway down London street and Ferndale street are parking there cars there,you now have to wait right up the 
top of Berners way Junction for a car to come up the hill or wait down the bottom of the Stanford road!!  
it's just beyond the joke now, 
Didn't the people know before they brought there houses down London street or Fendale street no there had no drive 
way for there cars for what they use to commute to work out of faringdon or to do they shopping out of Faringdon!! 
Big Rant over  
Phew 
Name Supplied 

 

TV Reception - 20/06/10 
 
Just been reading about the TV Reception. I know that there are problems with the transmitter but that is only after 
several months of enquiries and getting aerial people to check mine, and paying for it. We had better reception back 
when digital first raised its head, although I know a lot of people in Faringdon didn't. But there was a day when I used 
4+1 very happily to watch something that was on at the same time as something else. No more dare I use the 
recorder for commercial channels, because the chances are it will show up as 'no signal'. So I use the recorder for 
BBC programmes and watch the commercial ones even though that way I have to sit through the ever longer ad 
breaks instead of fast forwarding. It is also not very reassuring when phoning a Swindon company for advice to be 
told that we have already 'gone digital' in Faringdon. They may have in Swindon but we certainly haven't here! I also 
have heard that it 'will improve' on the switch over but by then analogue will have gone and I won't be able to get the 
digital commercial channels. 
 
name supplied 

 

Second to None - 19/6/10  
 
I too have used Second to None.  
Recently my son had new wheels put on his car by a friend of his. A few weeks later when I went up with the vehicle 
to investigate a knocking noise (not from the wheels) I was told that the wheels had been put on incorrectly - 
something to do with the rotation of the wheel - and Second to None took them all off and put them on the correct 



way round and didn't charge me. I insisted that they took £20 - even if it was only put in the Christmas fund or bought 
a sandwich for everyones lunch!  
In relation to the knocking noise - there was nothing untoward found. Some garages could quite easily have fobbed 
me off with some mechanical error and consequently charged me.  
Hats off to this company I say. I will be using them again. 
Name Supplied 

 

Keys found - 18/6/10 
 
Hi Everyone,  
Today I found a key, tied on a silvery ribbon, on Humpty Hill. Engraved on it is 'Davis DIY' followed by 01367 240140 
(Which is Davis's number).  
If this is your key, please call 01367 243478.  
Jess 

 

Soll Leisure Cancellation Terms - 18/6/10 
 
As a regular user of the local swimming pool, I was approached by a staff member and agreed to take out day 
membership, payable by monthly direct debit, last year. I was assured, in response to my specific question re 
cancellation, that membership/payment could be cancelled at any time, so I signed the proffered form.  
Shortly before Christmas I injured my shoulder and developed a chronic problem, so ceased swimming. Three weeks 
ago I called in at the leisure centre to inform them that I would be cancelling my membership - and explained why. I 
was then - and only then - informed that Soll Leisure require three months cancellation notice.  
 
It was then agreed that I could cancel with only one month's notice in the circumstances. On the following day 
however I received a very abrupt phone call from a woman at the leisure centre who angrily enquired to know to 
whom I had spoken the day before; who then informed me that I was not 'allowed' to cancel my membership, unless I 
present a doctor's note to the leisure centre '...within the next few days'. I Wrote immediately to the centre to complain 
about this telephone call but so far there has been no response.  
 
As I wrote to them at the time "If Soll Leisure think that this is the way to retain their customers they should think 
again" I had intended to renew membership in due course, but after this I have changed my mind. 
 
Potential members be aware; what ever impression you may be given when encouraged to sign up to the 
leisure centre, three months notice is required to cancel.  
HT 

 

Nearing the end of Ecoweek - 18/6/10 
 
LOTS of Wind Farm Events tomorrow (Saturday) - food, entertainment, competitions/activities.... see 
http://www.ecoweek.info/ECOWIND/ecowind.html .  
And why not join us at the Portwell Angel in the evening to round off the week with a celebratory glass of local wine?  
See http://www.ecoweek.info/Food___Drink/ECOGLUG/ecoglug.html  
Sj  

 

Faringdon Follies - 17/6/10  
 
No-one seems to have said when it is yet - it's on Sunday 11 July at 2.00 pm in the produce section of Budgens.  
Hope to see you there!  
Katie 

 

Faringdon Follies - 17/6/10 
 
Yes, it really is true - I heard this morning that Bob Canning has already bought his air ticket and will be in 
Faringdon(volcano eruptions permitting) for this amazing performance.  



See the link http://www.thewriteguy.ca/faringdon.html  
 
Am really looking forward to this further wackiness. How good of Lord B to let us celebrate his life in this way!  
Katie Foot 

 

Faringdon Follies Award - 17/6/10 
 
"name supplied" asked about the actual award recd by "Faringdon Follies".  
 
"FARINGDON FOLLIES: The Making of Grand Eccentric has won The Dr. Henry and Lilian Nesburn Playwright 
Award in the prestigious BEVERLY HILLS Guild-Julie Harris Playwright Competition out of some 500 entries. "  
 
This has been clipped out of http://www.thewriteguy.ca/faringdon.html .  
 
According to Candace Coster, the Competition Coordinator, normally they do not give notes but since they were 
aware of the staged reading on July 11 in Faringdon UK they made an exception because of “the quality of the piece” 
which they found to be “highly imaginative” with “witty dialogue and colorful characters.”  
 
Yep - they're talking about our very own Lord Berners and his mates! Now - doesn't that make you plump up your 
crop? (I'm assuming that's the kind of thing that one pigeon would say to another).  
Sj 

 

Second to None - 17/6/10  
 
i haven't been on the talking points page for a whiles so this is now probably a bit out of date. However i just wanted 
to say, that my family have been using Second to None since moving to Faringdon over 11 years ago They are 
friendly, honest, don't rip you off, can often fit you in at short notice and do a great job. I always recommend them to 
anyone who asks if i know a decent garage.  
Keep up the good work Bob! 
Trish Reynolds 

 

Bob Canning coming over to Faringdon - 17/6/10 
 
Yes absolutely.  
Bob Canning will actually be in Faringdon for the whole of the main Festival weekend. And after the play reading in 
Budgens there will also be the opportunity to quiz him - quizzically of course. 
Sj 

 

C'est de la Folie - 17/6/10  
 
Is Bob Canning (the Faringdon Follies playwright) actually coming over to Faringdon - from California?  
Name Supplied 

 

Pink Pigeon poop in Budgens? - 17/6/10 
 
Yes - Yes & Yes.  
 
Confirming: A single ticket to "FARINGDON FOLLIES: THE MAKING OF A GRAND ECCENTRIC" will cost £5 .  
 
But if you buy a brace (columbidaeic rather than orthodontic) then the TOTAL cost is just £3 for the pair.  
The reason is that you'll then be sitting on someone else's lap .  
 
Actually - that last bit was made up .  
 
You're right - it IS amazing that the Play about Berners even exists; that it's already won a Hollywood award even 



before it's been published; that it was written by a playright who's won NUMEROUS other awards (just look at 
http://www.thewriteguy.ca/dg%20resume.pdf ) and that this first reading (always a major milestone in the life of any 
play) is actually happening in Faringdon during the Arts Festival!  
 
And why hold it Budgens? Simply because Berners would have approved. (We also considered holding it underwater 
but Budgens wasn't too keen).  
 
Those who won't be able to make this event I think will be very sorry to have missed it!  
Sj  
P.S. Since the Reading is happening during normal shopping hours ( - another first!) , you WILL also be able to see 
the event for free - but your chair will then only have two legs, and these will be attached to your hips. 

 

Theatre in Budgens? - 16/6/10 
 
What fun!  
And how amazing that a Californian playwright has done a new play about Berners - AND that it's already won a 
Hollywood Award - even though it still has to have its first reading!  
Wow the pink pigeons have come home indeed - This is a real coup <pigeon> for Faringdon. I'm so pleased 
Just checking: one ticket costs £5 - but if you buy two tickets then you only pay £3 IN TOTAL? How Bernersesque! 
Name Supplied 

 

Public Meeting - New waste collection service - 16/6/10 
 
FARINGDON TOWN COUNCIL  
Invite all residents to a Public Meeting to find out about the New Waste Collection Service commencing on 4th 
October 2010  
The meeting will be held on Monday 12th July 2010 at 6.30 p.m. in the Corn Exchange, Faringdon.  
 
Representatives of the Vale of White Horse District Council and the new Contractor, Verdant, will be available to 
answer your questions about the new scheme.  
June Rennie  
Town Clerk Faringdon Town Council  
Tel: 01367 240281 Fax: 01367 240303  
Email: june@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
ED(GW) I think Verdant are the new street cleansing contractor too 

 

Ringmaster message fromThames Valley Police. - 15/6/10 
 
VEHICLE CRIME  
Between 1615 hours on Saturday 5th June and 1800 hours on Sunday 6th June a silver Ford Granada was taken 
without owners consent from Lansdown Road, Faringdon.  
 
Please be extra vigilant and report any suspicious people or vehicles in the area to the Police.  
If you have any information relating to this message please call the Police on 08458 505 505 and quote URN 1265 of 
the 6th June.  
Message ends. 

 

Church Farm House - 7/6/10 
 
If this is the one and same school that moved to Southmoor into New House just off the Hanney Road I have some 
Photographs of the pupils and staff while it was still in Faringdon. I attended New House School when it was run by 
Mr and Mrs Street in the '60's. The smell of hops take me straight back to the school as it was part of and next to 
Blanchard's Farm which still has Hop Gardens. I also helped clearing the buildings when Mr Street, a spinabifida 
suffer in a wheel chair but quite remarkable man, was hounded out of business and into hospital by the local media.  
Ron Street was not wheel chair bound though, despite little use of his legs. He was often to be found behind the bars 



of a huge Villiers powered Ransome mower or an Allen Sythe as they gave him freedom.  
On one well remembered occasion he had the throttle stick open and rolled of the machine into the ha ha before the 
ensemble buried itself into the green house. Panic ensued as a body could not be found until he was heard and 
retreaved, bruised, dirty but triumphant. The man was a lesson to the youngsters that a disability is challange to work 
harder not a reason to abdicate responsiblity for oneself.  
I still know some of the staff and pupils of that time as many special and extraordinary people were associated to 
New House. 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Sunday 11 July 2.00pm In Budgens (yes – that’s right – Budgens will be 
turned into a Theatre!) - 15/6/10  
 
Faringdon Follies: The Making of a Grand Eccentric – a Play in Two Acts by Bob Canning True to the Spirit of 
Faringdon’s most famous Eccentric, this ground-breaking event represents TWO world firsts! It will be the FIRST 
reading of the award-winning play by Californian Playright Bob Canning; and it will be the FIRST time that such a 
reading takes place in a Supermarket!  
Jeremy Bulloch (Bobba Fett in Star Wars no less) joins Faringdon Dramatic Society in this absolutely non-to-be-
missed sparkler of an event.  
The Play is based on the life of Lord Berners, and be prepared to be surprised!  
Please note that the text does contain some adult content.  
Refreshments are available pre-performance and during the interval.  
Tickets for the event are available on line from focuson@bordengate.com, or from Bordengate and the Portwell 
Angel. £5 for one ticket; or £3 for a brace of tickets (!)  
Sjoerd Vogt 

 

Recycling changes in VWHDC - 15/6/10  
 
Asked the question of the company taking over the recycling (Verdant) about the bank of recycling bins at Gloucester 
Street Car Park and was told that they will be replaced with large mixed recycling banks that can take the same items 
as the new green wheeled bins.  
From October this includes glass, tins, paper, mixed plastics and Tetra Paks.  
Mr Green 

 

TV reception - 15/6/10  
 
I was given a digital top box. It has proved totally useless as the signal is poor. Unlike the old system if part of the 
information is missing you get nothing. A poor picture is not an option. Secondly, for free it seems the offering is many 
more channels offering repeats and poorly produced programming unless you are prepared to pay.  
We are promissed that when the switch in signal is made the broadcast power will be increased. We will see but I 
cannot help thinking that the switch over might not be the time to loose the TV in favour of the radio, for informative 
news and Planet Rock and Internet, for research and archive material. The TV as it is is fast becoming the weak link 
in broadcasting and perhaps it is a system and box I do not need to invest in as I have plenty of other things to 
employ my brain with. 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Re Supermarkets - 15/6/10  
 
Shop chains, indeed any business chain, removes money from the local economy to its head office and supply hub. 
That is why it is vital to have a good environment for small business to be started and prosper throughout the country. 
This was fostered during Thatcherism, peaked under Major and systimatically plundered and legislated into closure 
by New Labour. Without small business we might regain some corporate and national stability which will look great on 
paper but without the benifit of helping communities who are serviced by remotely located companies having lost their 
local business and economy. That is why tax rises will not work and cuts in expenditure will bring Great Britain back 
to us as we new it.  
Trouble is there is already dithering and it is easier to tax than to cut.  
 



This is a problem very much larger than Tesco but I take the point the effect will be very much larger on Faringdon 
than any other immediate decission pending. However this political economic situation enherited and made worse by 
delaying the election will ultimately have a greater effect on lifestyle longterm and I fear we will be sold the less 
painful option which will not work.  
Are we in fact to become Lesser England instead without even the benifit of being able to govern ourselves without 
third party interferance? 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Laundrette - 15/6/10  
 
Great news to see that someone is thinking of opening a Laundrette in Faringdon. I actually run a local ironing 
business and the amount of times i get enquiries for laundering is unimaginable. I would be very interested in perhaps 
negotiating a ironing contract with you if the time should occur.  
 
Kara's Ironing services is a local ironing business who takes that load off your hands when you need it. We 
understand that people have very busy lives therefore we collect and deliver to your door (free of charge in local 
area) with a 24 hour turnaround if nessesary. We offer good rates and all work is done to the highest standards in a 
smoke free environment. Ironing is priced per item ranging from 65p for small items and 4.50p for King size Duvet 
covers etc. For more information please call Kara on 07876 152943  

 

No honesty box! - 14/6/10 
 
120 burgers sold  
£16.90 in a honesty box  
oh dear oh dear  
you know who you are !!!! 
Dave 

 

Possible changes to recycling in VWHDC - 14/6/10  
 
Whilst chatting to the staff from VWHDC on Saturday at the ECOfair I was told that the recycling bins in the car park 
may be withdrawn. It will be kerbside collections only.  
The bins seem quite popular to me - judging by the amount they were overflowing yesterday when I was there.  
Name supplied. 

 

Re Supermarkets - 14/6/10  
 
I have just read the Guardian article and thought the most important sentence was "But evidence from the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation of a Tesco-led regeneration scheme in Leeds concluded that it was disastrous for the local 
economy and destroyed the existing retail base." Also, a section from an article by Jeanette Winterson - most of 
which may not be relevent - struck home as well: "The politics of food – the everyday politics of what we put on our 
plates – affect the whole world at one end of the scale, and the boarded-up high street with no butcher or baker at the 
other end of the scale. We can let big business bamboozle us into believing that small is self-indulgent and 
ineffective, or we can look closer, and take back some power.  
 
Everyday from now on, in the new austerity Britain, a country where the Post Office can't be subsidised but banks 
can, and where we all have to pay more, except the big businesses which are going to be allowed tax breaks to "re-
vitalise" the economy – there is even talk of giving Tesco tax breaks to open stores – every day we will be told how 
things have to be – but why?"  
See full article at: http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2010/jun/13/once-upon-a-life-jeanette-winterson.  
Name Supplied 

 

Nice food at the Bell - 13/6/10 
 
i went to the old crown inn for lunch. the food is not nice so i walked out and went to the bell hotel. the food there was 



nice 
can i say thanks to the staff at the bell and the chef. i will come back to the bell again. i recommend to anyone this 
was on saturday about 2 weeks ago at 1.30pm 
Name supplied 

 

Parcel- no delivery - 13/6/10 
 
If anyone is waiting for a parcel to be delivered I would suggest you ring the sorting office direct.  
I have been waiting since 31st May. When I telephoned on Friday 11th I was told it had been there about a week but 
there was no staff available to deliver it! 
Karen Rees 

 

Rubbish collection changes - 13/6/10 
 
I expect most people have heard that we'll all be getting a range of wheely bins for use from October. I hadn't realised 
that the rubbish collection day was to change too.  
 
The good news is that the whole of Faringdon will be collected on a Monday. The less good news is that when it is a 
bank holiday week it will be a Tuesday, which means that unless everyone remembers that the day has changed, our 
streets will be littered with bins on a Bank holiday Monday- not a good impression for visitors to the town. 
 
Some councils don't collect on a Monday, some councils collect on a Monday whether it is a Bank Holiday or not. 
Verdant - the new supplier for the Vale said that 'their employees like to have a Bank holiday off work' 
Name Supplied 

 

The pubs in Faringdon are the on the up... - 13/6/10 
 
Not normally vocal, i must say that The Old Crown Coaching Inn has exceeded my expectations.  
Not wanting to advertise, but a bottle of wine for 6.95 with an exceptional lunch is a refreshing change to the usual 
corkage endured by the other establishments.  
 
I want to premote Faringdon as a Lunch/Dinner environment for all to enjoy. The other Landlords should take note.  
Quietly impressed. 

 

Poor TV reception - 12/6/10 
 
We live on the Coleshill Drive Estate at the top of Coxwell Road and have intermittant breaking up of the TV pictures 
for ITV,Channel 4 and 5. At times it is awful and cannot watch those channels and other times it's fine.  
This has only happened in the past 10 days or so. We have contacted the digital helpline who told us that there is a 
problem with the transmitter and it will take until September to fix.  
 
Is this information correct as this does not bode well for the switchover as then there will be no anologue channels to 
revert to? Does anyone else have this problem? We have asked a neighbour but on that day it was fine! 
Name Supplied 

 

Arts Festivals - 12/6/10  
 
I hear that there are quite a few arts and/or music festivals on from now until September that Disgruntled Donnian 
might prefer. I hope to spend a few hours at one of them for the princely sum of £50. Even though there are only 
three bands there that I really like, I shall enjoy the whole experience.  
 
There are other free festivals too, but only one is on my doorstep and offers more variety than most, including some 
young performers and bands I've never seen before as well as some old favourites from previous years.  
I'm really looking forward to it.  
Happy Faringdonian 



 

all Folked up - 12/6/10  
 
I'm liking it. I'll be pleased to meet you. Hope to see you at the Festival.  
I shall be at the Corn Exchange. The Dance Venue. 
Sam Prince 

 

Ecoweek starts Saturday 12th - 12/6/10 
 
ECOFAIR in the Corn Exchange - 10am-4pm . More than 25 exhibitors!  
ECOSWAP in the RC Church Hall. 11am-1pm . Bring, Take, Swap - all for free!  
ECOGROW down Canada Lane. 11am-4pm . Allotments Open Day.  
ECOFARMS - lots of Farms open - starting tomorrow (Wicklesham Farm tomorrow).  
ECOTRAIL - lots of houses with ecocredentials open - starting tomorrow.  
Lots more info on www.ecoweek.info  

 

Supermarkets don't regenerate communities – they hoover money out  - 
12/6/10 
 
For those that do not have the time to read the full article in the Guardian, the most importatant bit is this "Areas that 
look poor from the outside are almost always full of talent, enterprise and masses of human assets. What is needed 
is an economy that supports their own efforts to build distinctive, thriving neighbourhoods – not a red carpet for 
remotely owned corporations who want to extract value and will leave clone towns in their wake".  
Every penny of profit spent in a major supermarket disappears out of the local area, up to London & sometimes 
overseas.  
Their tax specialists ensure that they avoid as much tax as they can leaving us to foot the bill of runnng the country.  
Lets keep our money in our community. 
Nick Elwell 

 

Re World Cup - 11/6/10 
 
Hi, I do hope this posting finds its way onto the site in time, The Red Lion IS showing all the football for the world cup! 
We will have 4 televisions (50",42",37",32") two of these will be in the pub and two will be in the garden (under cover) 
we will also have an outside bottle bar and a BBQ for all of the England games.  
 
I did put it on the front page of The Folly newspaper as I advertise here evry month and it was posted on the 
Faringdon.org What's on section. I hope you will join us in supporting England (and any other country that you may 
wish to follow).  
I look forward to seeing you soon.  
Andy Banks Red Lion 

 

Faringdon Arts Festival all Folked up . . . again - 11/6/10  
 
To the Frank Zappa quoter: I'm so sorry I was unaware that us Donnian's need educating! I thought the purpose of 
the Faringdon Arts Fest was to entertain and bring the community together. I stand corrected!!  
 
I am quite partial to a bit of Frank myself, and as previously mentioned love a lil bit of folk. BUT, and I am basing this 
on my own observations, the Festival tends to be considered a great success when the mood is up, and jovial and 
complemented by the music which we are all listening too . . . for instance imagine going to a party and being 
subjected to the hosts choice in music, fine if it's a bit of upbeat mainstream, but really bad if you're subjected to their 
Joni Mitchell collection or worse the Jethro Tull discography. I hasten to add that these are both EXCELLENT artists, 
but do you really want to listen to them in this scenario? . . .  
 
finally, as for my involvement. Last time I checked I was allowed to vote (but it doesn't make me a politician), I am 
also allowed to be outraged by the NHS (but don't think I'm a Doctor). However I will be contacting the committee for 



next year. I have a small baby and husband who works away, so this year is out of the question I'm afraid. But I look 
forward to submitting my ideas for next year.  
Disgruntled Donnian 

 

Room/Hall for Hire? - 11/6/10  
 
Stanford in the Vale (only 4 miles away) has two halls that you can hire by the hour. One is very large but the smaller 
one would probably be okay for you.  
They both have access to the kitchen as far as I know, there is a grass area outside and they are next door to the 
park. 
Alison 

 

Faringdon Arts Festival all Folked up . . . again - 11/6/10 
 
Dear Donnian  
I have just seen a copy of the FAF programme and, as far as the musical content is concerned, I think it's the most 
eclectic line-up so far – everything from A to Z, literally (African drumming to Zydeco). I think you may be confusing 
"elitist" with perceived minority appeal; part of the point of a festival like this is surely to expose the audience to styles 
of music and performance that they wouldn't normally have the chance to experience, in the hope that their lives are 
a little richer for the encounter.  
 
What's wrong with that?  
 
I'll skip the obvious arguments already eloquently expressed by others (ie if you're so disgruntled and disenchanted, 
get off your aspidistra and get involved etc), but it's a little disappointing that someone who professes to be a 
musician is able to make value judgements about the content of the Festival before a single note has rung out across 
the Market Place.  
 
I sincerely hope that your views will not preclude you from supporting any of the events – who knows, you just might 
see or hear something that makes you smile, makes your heart beat a little faster or brightens up your soul?  
 
As the late, great Frank Zappa (a genius who was NOT, thankfully, part of the mainstraem) once said: "A mind is like 
a parachute – it doesn't work if it's not open." 
Simon Stafford, Cooper Black (a little bit of folk, a little bit of blues, and an eclectic mix of the obscure and 
unfashionable)  

 

Supermarkets don't regenerate communities – they hoover money out  - 
11/6/10 
 
Article in The Guardian 

 

Room/Hall for Hire? - 11/6/10 
 
The leisure centre do childrens parties complete with games etc.  
The Corn Exchange in Faringdon is a large hall. Or else there is somewhere like Shrivenham Memorial hall which 
looks great. 
Steve Bunce 

 

Room/Hall for Hire? - 11/6/10 
 
Faringdon Town Football Club hire their clubhouse for children's parties. We are situated in Tucker Park which has 
plenty of room for the little one's to run around and also has a childrens play-area.  
If you pop into Sweet Paradise opposite Budgens and speak to Jan Francis, she has all the details and booking forms 
Martin Harries 

 



Vote for the Ashmolean - 11/6/10 
 
I've just heard about the refurbished Ashmolean Museum at the monthly U3A meeting. It sounds impressive. 
It has been shortlisted for the Art Fund Prize for museums and galleries.. Currently standing 3rd out of 4. 
Vote for the Asmolean!! 
Name Supplied 

 

Re World Cup - 11/6/10 
 
Not sure if the Crown or Red Lion will be showing matches, but the Eagle in Little Coxwell has a decent screen in it. 
Plus the landlord is a massive football fan.  
Would also like to know if the Crown or Red Lion intend on showing games, but if not I'd definately recommend the 
Eagle. 
Name Supplied 

 

Halloween Folly Pic - 11/6/10 
 
I have almost finished putting together the 2011 Faringdon Calendar - which features different views of the Folly. I 
would really like a halloween shot for October.  
Has anyone got a good quality image they think might make a good calendar page.  
Please email it to sally@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk  
I hope to have the calendar ready for early July. Many thanks 
Sally 

 

Room/Hall for Hire? - 11/6/10 
 
I have recently moved to Faringdon and am looking for a hall or room to hire for my childs' birthday party. Somewhere 
with a kitchen and that can hold around 50 people. Can anyone recommend anywhere?  
Somewhere close to a play area would be ideal, as the age range is diverse and I need to try to please everybody at 
once!  
Also, does anyone know of any local children's activities/entertainers for hire?  
Thanks in advance. 

 

BBC Switchover  - 10/6/10 
 
You may be aware, the traditional TV signal in the Central TV region is being switched off in 2011 (you can see a 
timetable at http://www.digitaluk.co.uk/when_do_i_switch/central.  
The Switchover Help Scheme is run by the BBC, under an agreement with the Government, to offer practical help at 
switchover to older and disabled people who may face barriers in switching to digital TV.  
We will be working with organisations from all over the Central TV region assisting people who are eligible for help 
from the Switchover Help Scheme. 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/digital/tv/switchover.shtml 

 

Staff changes at the White Horse Medical Practice - 9/6/10 
 
Dr Fiona MacKenzie will be leaving in July to begin her maternity leave. She is expected back in January 2011. We 
wish her well and look forward to welcoming her back next year.  
 
Dr Tim McAllister will be joining the practice to provide cover during Dr MacKenzie's maternity leave. He will be 
working for us on Thursdays throughout June and early July and will be full time from July 26th.  
 
Practice nurse Cheryl Probert will be retiring in August 2010. Cheryl has been at the practice for twenty three years 
and the partners and staff all wish her a long and very happy retirement.  
 



Another of our practice nurses, Becky Eyre will be returning to work in August after the birth of her son in February 
this year. We look forward to welcoming Becky back to work.  
http://www.whmp.co.uk/ 

 

Ringmaster message fromThames Valley Police. - 9/6/10 
 
Arrest over WWII bunker blast in Faringdon 
Man arrested in connection with explosion - Faringdon.  
Thames Valley Police has arrested a man in connection with an explosion in Faringdon on Sunday (6/6).  
The 62-year-old man was arrested on suspicion of causing an explosion with the intent to cause grievous bodily 
harm. He has been bailed pending further enquiries until 7 July.  
At around 3pm on Sunday, two teenage boys suffered burns after an explosion in the Pill Box in London Road. They 
remain in the Frenchay Hospital in Bristol in a stable condition.  
 
Local Commander, Ch Insp Andy Boyd, said: "I appeal to anyone who was in Faringdon over the weekend and saw 
anybody acting suspiciously near the Pill Box between Saturday morning and Sunday afternoon to contact police. "I 
would like to reassure the community of Faringdon that we are treating this as an isolated incident and the 
neighbourhood team will be carrying out high visibility patrols in the area."  
 
Anyone with information that could assist police enquiries is urged to contact Abingdon CID via Thames Valley Police 
Enquiry Centre on 0845 8 505 505. If you don't want to speak to police and don't want to leave your name contact the 
Crimestoppers charity on 0800 555 111. Thank you. 
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/yournh-tvp-pol-area-n165 

 

Faringdon Artistic skate Club - 9/6/10 
 
Congratulations to Georgina Howe selected for Great Britain to skate in the European Championships in August in 
both Figures and freeskating 
Dee England 

 

World Cup - 9/6/10 
 
Does anyone know what public houses are showing the football apart from the volunteer and the wheatsheaf?  
Is the crown or the red lion showing the footy? 
Name Supplied 

 

Parking - 9/6/10  
 
People regularly park in Bromsgrove car park accross from the fire station- this is also residents only. But with this 
said, what about double parking in and around the town? London street, Gloucester street, Coxwell street, 
Marlborough gardens! It seems to me it wil take an accident until the police do something.... 
Name Supplied 

 

Donnian- not me - 9/6/10 
 
Can I just point out that the comments from "Donnian" regarding the Arts Festival have not come from me! I 
appreciate I am also in a band and have been busy for two years but I always like to add my name to any critique in 
the public interest. Nick Elwell has asked me if I was responsible for the comments. I have advised not! 
Mel Lane 

 

Quick reminder: ECOWEEK starts this Saturday. - 8/6/10 
 
(see www.ecoweek.info for all details) .  
On Saturday: ECOFAIR in the Corn Exchange 10am-4pm  



ECOSWAP in the RC church hall 11am-1pm  
ECOGROW down Canada Lane 11am-4pm  
ECOTRAIL selection of 24 houses with ecocredentials.  
See website for details & maps etc.  
More details at WWW.ECOWEEK.INFO 
Sjoerd Vogt 

 

Faringdon Dramatic Society presents for your entertainment... Cold 
Comfort Farm  - 9/6/10 
 
A play by Paul Doust adapted from the novel by Stella Gibbons  
Thursday 24th, Friday 25th and Saturday 26th June 2010  
Faringdon Junior School  
Director: Jo Webster  
 
The orphan Flora Poste, heroine of this adaptation of a tongue-in-cheek classic rural novel, likes everything to be tidy, 
pleasant and comfortable. When she goes to live with her eccentric relatives at Cold Comfort Farm in Howling, 
Sussex, she does her best to alter her surroundings and encourage those around her to greater things. This proves 
difficult, as the insane Grandmother Ada Doom, who "saw something narsty ... in the woodshed", insists on keeping 
all her family around her. Elfine, who was wont to wander the hills in a poetic trance, is transformed at Flora's hand 
into the charming wife of an aristocrat, while the lusty, lady-killing Seth fulfils his dream to become a star of the silver 
screen.  
 
Tickets £7 and £5 from The Nut Tree or on the door. Advance booking available - see www.faringdondramatic.org.uk 

 

Local History Room officially open  - 8/6/10 
 
Faringdon Historical Society’s Local History Room at Faringdon Library will be officially opened on Friday 11th June 
at 7p.m. by the Town Mayor.  
 
To gain access to the room interested people should go to the library desk first. The room is only accessible during 
Library opening times.  
 
The Room has reference books on – Archaeology, Buildings, Faringdon, Family History, History, Land, Maps, 
Memories, Methods of Research, Roads, Villages around the Town.  
There are transcriptions of Registers for Faringdon & surrounding villages, Deeds for houses, businesses & 
Churches.  
There are Graveyard memorials for local churches, School records and Wiltshire records.  
There is also a collection of geological specimens and artefacts collected from the surrounding area. 
Rosemary Church 

 

Gravel Walk parking charges - 8/6/10  
 
I frequently walk past the Gravel Walk car park, and there are actually signs up on the flats that clearly state that it is 
for residents of the flats only. I can understand your thinking in that the spaces aren't always full, but as I said 
previously, the parking is for residents only. 
Keith Merrick 

 

Farcycles in France - 8/6/10 
 
Last thursday, 3rd June, the saturday cycling group known as FARCYCLES (but pronounced FARCICALS) 
completed the 160 mile ride to our twin town of Le Mele-sur-Sarthe. Starting last tuesday from the Market Square (in 
the rain!)the group travelled via Hungerford to our overnight stop in Andover. After a nasty wet day we found that the 
hotel's hairdryers were particularly good at drying out cycling shoes and mitts!. Our 2nd day (sunny and warm) took 
us from Andover to Winchester for a lunch time stop before completing the day's ride to Portsmouth where we caught 
the overnight ferry to Caen.  



 
At Ouistreham we were met by several people from Le Mele, some cycled with us whilst we also had a motorcycle 
'outrider' who imagined he was on the Tour de France! A long morning ride of 55 miles took us to Almeneches where 
some of our hosts from Le Mele had prepared a very welcome lunch. We also enjoyed a good 2 hour break. The 
lunch time proceedings were completed by donning our red, white, and blue T-shirts and 'singing' the Marseillaise as 
we returned to the dining hall. In the afternoon we visited Sees cathedral before assembling some 3 kms out of Le 
Mele into 3 columns of red, white, and blue before we were escorted into Le Mel where we received an enthusiastic 
reception from the residents of Le Mel and the Faringdon Twinning Association visitors. Some members of the cycling 
group have arranged their own sponsorship, but in addition we have set up a group website at 
www.justgiving.com/farcyclestofrance.  
We have chosen HELEN AND DOUGLAS HOUSE as the charity to support.  
 
Please give if you can. Nigel Wilkinson  
Farcycles Hon. Treasurer 

 

Bunker explosion - 8/6/10 
 
Two 15-year-old boys have suffered 2nd degree burns in an explosion inside a World War II bunker in Oxfordshire. It 
is thought the teenagers were smoking inside the pillbox off London Street, near Faringdon, on Sunday. 
One of the boys threw a cigarette into a bucket sparking a "flash fire". Police said they were in a stable condition at 
Bristol's burns unit. Officers are hoping to speak to them later.  
 
An investigation into the incident has been started involving the fire service and military munitions experts. Inspector 
John Turner of Thames Valley Police said: "There aren't unexploded incendiary devices in the area, it is safe, it has 
been confirmed that there was some powder, it could be that it was fireworks, we don't know yet."  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/oxford/10252336.stm 
Name Supplied 

 

Council websites - 7/6/10 
 
I'm about to start a project that assesses how well Council (District and County) websites provide online information 
and services. 
Please let me know about your experiences - did you find what you were looking for? Was it helpful? Could you 'self 
service' online. Were you told what would happen to your service request (and when) 
Thanks v much 
Gene Webb 

 

School at Church Farm House 1940-1946 - 7/6/10 
 
I went there,in fact I think all four of us went to either Church Farm or Romney House, the school eventually moved to 
Southmoor, to the house where the ex MP Robert Jackson lives.  
Not sure you are right about boarders. I seem to remember Miss Downs died leaving Miss Sims to run it.  
I used to have a photo with sister Ruth in it.  
John Carter 
ED(GW) I remember the red caps of the children who went to Romney House school- does anyone else?.  

 

School at Church Farm House 1940-1946 - 7/6/10 
 
Does anyone have information about the school that used to be at Church Farm House ( Church St, near Coach 
Lane I think) 
It was run , at this time by a Miss Sims and Miss Downs. Romney House in Gloucester St. was also part of the 
school. 
 
Friends reunited says ' School operated at least from 1945 to 1948 when I attended. It was quite a famous choir 
school with many students going to choirs in major cathedral schools eg St Pauls, Winchester, Ely etc. It was a 
fantastic school run by a Miss Downs and Miss Sims primarily for boarders, quite a few from overseas families but 



town location catered for day students. Am unsure when it closed but know that it is now a private home' 
Any info is welcome 
Gene Webb 

 

Are you in receipt of home care or respite packages from Oxfordshire 
Social and Community Services? - 7/6/10 
 
Would you like to share your experiences? We would love to hear from you.  
 
The Oxfordshire Local Involvement Network (LINk) is new nationallyfunded organisation that is independent of the 
local council and the NHS. Our aim is to give everyone the chance to have a say in how health and social care 
services are planned, delivered and reviewed in Oxfordshire. We are about to start a research project to understand 
individuals’ experience of the social care system and are really keen to listen to those who are already in receipt of 
home care or respite packages. 
 
If you would like to be involved and share your experience we’d be delighted to speak to you.  
Please get in touch with Jo Ord on 01993 862 855 or email us on oxfordshirelink@makesachange.org.uk 

 

Faringdon Arts Festival all Folked up . . . again - 7/6/10 
 
In response to members and ex members of the Faringdon Arts Festival committe and those who feel slighted by my 
previous comments.  
 
As a musician I appreciate more than many will know the genre of folk and blues, and indeed enjoy listening to all 
kinds of quite "elitist" music. But for the main Market place stage it's simply alienating to an audience which consists 
of many children up to adults. There should be a more "mainstream" selection to appeal to masses and the more 
selective music, (blues, folk etc) staged at other venues within the festival.  
 
As far as my own input is concerned, I have been rather busy the last two years, but as previously mentioned I feel 
the committee may be in need of even more fresh blood so to speak.  
 
I appreciate how hard the committee have worked in previous years, but as self appointed members they should also 
be able to take criticism of all kinds.  
yours "disgruntled" Female Faringdon Resident. 

 

Dear “ Very disgruntled”  Donnian.. - 7/6/10 
 
Dear “Very disgruntled” Donnian.  
We have already started planning the Arts Festival for 2011.  
Please contact us so that we can include you in the team for next year's festival: focusonfaringdon@bordengate.com 
or ask for Jane on 01367 241162  
Will you have some time to help this year as well? 
Nick Elwell 

 

Portwell Angel food and Folly tickets - 7/6/10 
 
We had an excellent meal in the Portwell Angel and were subsequently given "free entrance" tickets to the Folly 
Tower. What a good idea!  
Oh, and for Neil, The Portwell Cellar has a collection of local well maintained cask ales served from the barrel. These 
are also available from the Portwell Angel.  
 
The Folly tower is open on the first Sunday of the Month but will also be open on Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th 
July. 
See www.faringdonfolly.org.uk 
Name Supplied 

 



The Swan at Radcot - 7/6/10 
 
My friend and I went to the Swan for lunch last Thursday, (would not entertain the idea of going out to a riverside pub 
on a sunny bank holiday) and had a cracking lunch, served 10 minutes after we ordered.  
Bill,Norma and their staff are brilliant and do a good job in sometimes very busy times. Relaxing in the sun by the 
river makes you realise just how lucky we are in this area!!  
Chris Higgs 

 

Faringdon Arts Festival (with a tint of lord Berners) - 7/6/10 
 
When I was approached and asked if I would like to become involved with organising this years event as part of the 
community group M.A.D.D., I was pleased to be able to offer time and whatever experience I have. The aim of the 
Festival this year is to try and broaden not only the performances but the involvement of the younger generation 
e.g.Battle of the bands,organised and run by the students of F.C.C. 
The Sound on the main stage is from John West and the crew from F.C.C. Stage management is by Callum Walton, 
also from F.C.C.  
The Faringdon Fringe will happen in the Town Park on Saturday 10th July, and many other events are planned (SEE 
YOUR PROGRAMME). 
 
I have no time for people who moan about the efforts of other members of the community who try their best towards 
creating an event such as the Faringdon Arts Festival.I know that there is bound to be something else that has not 
been included, that is the way of it, and hopefully it will be an exciting addition to next years festival.  
 
So please don't hide behind NAME SUPPLIED, come out of the woodwork and join in. Make yourself known so that 
you can make a positive contribution. Directionless criticism takes nobody anywhere but constructive criticism often 
does. 
Sam Prince 

 

Save Brandy Island, Buscot  - 6/6/10 
 
TV personality Griff Rhys-Jones wrote an article "Power to the Nimby activist!" in the Summer 2010 edition of the 
National Trust Magazine. He is a supporter of the Civic Society Initiative and says "Be proud. Be a Nimby."  
 
Please support this movement and campaign nationally as well as locally to stop the commercialisation of Brandy 
Island adjacent to the conservation village of Buscot Nr. Faringdon  
Go to www.Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. twitter SaveBuscot  
 
Any support or help will be much appreciated.  
Graham Hill 

 

all Folked up - 6/6/10 
 
As he is a Donnian our Arts Fest critic will no doubt be preparing a varied repertoire of sonnets, love poetry, religious 
poems, Latin translations, epigrams, elegies, songs, satires and sermons by that late great Dean of St. Pauls, John 
Donne.  
Not quite sure how elitist he thinks that would be compared to what is currently on offer, but personally I'm not 
convinced that the programme would be all that much of a crowd pleaser these days, still, give it a go, why not. Top 
marks for effort, eh? I'll come and listen (Weather permitting).  
Or does he mean Donny & Marie...? 
 
HT 

 

all Folked up . . . again - 6/6/10 
 
It's good to hear such positive feedback from "very disgruntled" Donnian (Name Supplied) regarding the Arts Festival 
programme. I assume that he/she was disappointed when their offered involvement in organizing, helping or 



performing was rejected - or is it more likely that they simply couldn't be bothered and sat back waiting for someone 
else to do all the organizational work, the planning, the council negotiations, the artist invitations, volunteering 
marshalling, programme delivery, site clearance or simply learning and rehearsing their performance. As ever, if you 
want things to be different, you have to DO SOMETHING. And, as ever, you are probably wondering why the people 
who DO do something, eventually stop.  
 
I am sure we would all be fascinated to know what "positive and crowd happy input for next year" you have planned. 
Perhaps you can put yourself forward to start helping now for FAF 2011 - these things take a lot of time you know.  
 
From a different perspective, well done and thank you to all those involved this year who have put in so much effort to 
date and will continue to do so throughout the event. I feel sure it will be a another great success. Certainly my 
friends and family from The Midlands, Yorkshire, and Lincolnshire are planning to come again and we hope to 
support as much of the varied programme as we can!  
Steve Wright 

 

Arts Festival - 5/6/10 
 
I started the Faringdon Arts Festival seven years ago and although I’m not involved this year I’m not going to sit on 
the side lines and watch the new organisational team be rubbished.  
 
I say team, in reality it has been down to a handful of good hearted community minded people who give up a great 
deal of their time to stage the event. I suspect that, as previously, the programme of events is largely directed by the 
amount of money available and the reliance on artists to perform free of charge. This year I understand public funding 
was cut dramatically. Notwithstanding that, the organisers appear to be presenting a variety of genres of music (as 
well as other events).  
 
So,“Very disgruntled” Donnian you have had seven years to come forward and offer your input. Where were you? 
Nowhere. You don’t even suggest in your posting what sort of music you would like. Perhaps you’d also like to offer 
your assistance by marshalling or join the handful of volunteers who’ll still be picking up litter at 1am when everyone 
else has gone home.  
 
Now’s your opportunity. Stop moaning and get involved.  
David Reynolds  

 

Disgruntled Donnian. - 5/6/10 
 
I am so sorry you feel uncatered for.  
May I suggest you make a point of offering your services to the Arts Festival organisers in February next year.  
If you have the odd few months to help plan the festival, to include art, crafts, poetry, photography, drama, dance and 
literature as well as a range of music, and to raise funds and promote it (all on a purely voluntary basis of course) 
your assistance would be most welcome.  
Sheila 

 

Gravel Walk parking charges - 4/6/10 
 
I agree that being charged £125 for parking in the Gravel Walk Private Car Park is indeed Daylight Robbery. 
I would be happy to let the complainer park on my private drive all day for half that amount. 
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon Arts Festival - all Folked up . . . again!! - 4/6/10 
 
Eargerly have I awaited the return of this year's Arts Festival. Particularly after last year, which many of us felt was 
somewhat of a washout (and not because of the weather) simply because of the choice of music which seemed to be 
catering for a select few!  
 
The only element which many of us enjoyed was Mr Cartwright's choice of music played over the PA whilst the bands 



were changing!!! Now imagine my dismay when the new programme is published and due to the choice of music the 
"feel" of the festival is exactly the same as last year. Is it not up to the committee to embrace and cater for all us 
Donnians? . . . evidently not!  
 
Apart from a few acts (of which I can count of a couple of fingers) I am saddened and dismayed at the somewhat 
elitist attitude!  
 
yours "very disgruntled" Donnian.  
Name Supplied 
PS Should you require some positive and crowd happy input for next year. I will be more than happy to oblige. 

 

The Swan at Radcot - 2/6/10 
 
Bank Holiday Monday we took a trip out to the Swan at Radcot, around 2pm to avoid the lunchtime rush. About 15 
tables occupied outside (of around 30) and quite quiet inside. We had our toddler with us. We enquired at the bar 
whether food was still being served and were told "Yes" and handed a menu which had traditional pub grub, 
i.e.scampi, chips, burgers, sandwiches etc. So, we ordered our drinks and they were presented to us with the 
statement "Food will be at least 45 minutes". This gave us an issue in that, we had a toddler with us and those of you 
with one, will know you can't push your luck with mealtimes... When we asked if we could order him a sandwich or 
something similiar to be served a little quicker we were told out of the question and indeed, waiting time was more 
likely to be an hour. We pointed out it would have been beneficial to know this fact before the drinks were poured so 
we would have the option to go elsewhere. We got a shrug and a "well you have to pay for the drinks because we've 
poured them and the waiting time is what it is."  
 
We left but felt sorry for the poor barmaid who was trying to offer her apologies and "see what she could do" before 
she was over-ridden by someone else.  
 
This is the second time we've had incidences with customer service at The Swan. Such a shame for a beautiful 
location that we get the strong impression that the management believe we are fotunate enough to even set foot in 
the place and to offer any kind of quality of service is unreasonable.  
 
Sadly, we won't be going there again...  
However, the Red Lion in Faringdon, knocked out three belting meals of the same type as the Swan in under 15 
minutes and in a beautiful beer garden ten minutes from home. Now that's a good service 
Mel 

 

Faringdon Arts Festival 2010- thankyou Dee - 2/6/10  
 
Your comment about the Arts Festival programme is most appreciated.  
Apologies to those who haven't received a copy yet. I'm doing my best to get them all delivered in Faringdon by the 
weekend.  
For those outside Faringdon, your local shop or pub should have copies soon. Meanwhile, you can see what's on by 
clicking on the link at http://www.focusonfaringdon.co.uk/faringdon-arts-festival.  
Sheila 
Ed(GW) Good to see it available so far in advance too - I first I think 

 

Re parking in Gravel Walk - 2/6/10 
 
If memory serves me right, there is a sign IN the car park or on the building which states its ONLY for people that live 
there.  
If people don't check then they only have themselves to blame. ts not a "nark", its there property and as such they are 
protecting those that live there. 
Lord Belisha 
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Charity bag collections. - 31/7/10 
 
I may live in a less well off area of the town, Pitts estate ; BUT why have we around here had 3 different "charity 
collection bags".  
I say "charity" as in each case, the people who pick up the bags take at least 50% of the offerings and in 1 case the 
charity gets hardly anything!  
Dont call that charity. I only give to the Salvation Army as I know that 100% of the stuff I give away will go to them 
Colin 

 

Vodafone - 31/7/10  
 
i was told by vodafone it was something to do with not having a 3g and should on2g so spent 2hours on the phone 
with vodafone with them instructing me how to switch my phone over to the 2g and gms settings but phone still not 
working think changing my phone settings has made it worse . 
do these vodafone tectnections know what they are doing or are they just people who have mobile phone so that 
makes them experts i wonder  
Sandra 

 

Vodafone - 30/7/10  
 
Further to Martins update from vodaphone - the information with regards to 3G was exactly the story I was told 
when I called to ask Vodafone if the problem was being rectified. (Called using the number shown on the website 
for contract customers). Thank goodness we have this forum to get correct information. After taking time to try and 
switch my phone from a servce that was never there with obviously with no success I gave in and gave it to my 2 
year old safe in the knowledge that for once she would not run up a huge bill.  
 
Thanks Martin for the update and sorry to anyone who like me acted on the misinformation and wasted time trying 
to get to grips with the tech! 
Name Supplied 

 

land line(b.t) - 30/7/10  
 
i also had problems with my landline and it took b.t 4 days to resolve the problem .no mention of any compension .i 
didnt even get a phone call to say mine had been fixed was stuck as my mobile was not getting a signal 
niether(vodafone).  
so didnt have any means to call any one .and i still think theres a problem with b.t line 
Sandra 

 

Vodafone - 30/7/10  

Replacing sounds like a good idea, but maybe it ought to be resited. How many more outages will there be when 
the site is redeveloped for Tesco? 

I'd say it wants to sit on a hill overlooking the town, then we'd all get nice clear coverage and no worries about 
access to fix a prob if it ever went wrong. Actually I know the ideal spot, if Vodafone would like to get in touch... 



Tom Allen-Stevens, Wicklesham Farm 

 

Vodafone coverage - 30/7/10  
 
Hi everyone.  
As a Vodafone employee who lives in Faringdon, I rely on consistent coverage so I've been talking to the people 
who manage and resolve these issues for us. My understanding is that we lost coverage on the 28th July and 
service was fully restored around 10am this morning - 30th July.  
 
I can say that the previous messages regarding 3G coverage and switching to 2G are not true. Faringdon has no 
3G capability and there are no immediate plans to introduce this service. If the person who was given this message 
has more details, I'd be interested to hear them.  
 
The situation regarding the mast and site is a little delicate, so I'm afraid I can't give more details on the recent 
outages. Having heard what has happened today though, replacing rather than repairing some on-site equipment 
does sound like a better outcome for us all.  
Thanks  
Martin 

 

European Slidemaster Smash Hit at Bluesfest  - 30/7/10 
 
Hans Theessink is both a keen student of tradition and an explority improvisor. His presence alongside Taj Mahal 
and John Jackson assured a savory combination of roots and inovation. A lively celebration of timeless 
music.(Chicago Tribune, USA) Hans can be seen at "The Portwell Angel" 26 Market Place, Faringdon,SN7 7HU. 
Wednesday 1st Sept,8pm.  
There are a limited number of tickets at a gift of £5.  
T 01367-248030. 
Sam Prince 

 

Car parking fat chance!!! - 30/7/10 
 
Authorities don’t even care about cars constantly driving up a no entry road in the town centre where there is real 
danger of some one getting seriously hurt. So I don’t think parking cars in dangerous places will really be seen as 
much more than an inconvenience. I have even see cars parked completely on the pavement in church street, at 
least in not obstructing traffic on the roads I guess. As it appears that we will never beat them maybe we should just 
join them!!!.  
Faringdon will soon just be a big car park!.  
Mind you there’s always plenty of parking place in the local car parks if your really get stuck for a place. 
Name Supplied 

 

Problems with telephone land lines - 29/7/10  
 
For the last two weeks my phone did not ring and I did not know when a call was coming in although I could call an 
outside line.  
After two weeks I received a call from a BT Engineer saying that there had been problems at the Faringdon 
Exchange and that now they had been resolved.  
My extra charges to the Orange Provider requesting answers to my problems came to an additional £20.  
Has anyone else had problems? 
Name Supplied 

 

Re Budgens - 29/7/10 
 
Promoting the benefits of a healthier lifestyle, Budgens in Crouch End, North London, have added a new line to the 



meat counter, Grey Squirrel.  
Having eaten this delicacy on several occasions, I would heartily recommend it, doubt you will find it in Tesco's 
though: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/7915674/Budgens-criticised-for-selling-grey-
squirrels-for-food.html  
Miker Perks 

 

GO Active - 29/7/10 
 
Dear Ashley,  
thank you for pointing out that the VoWHdc have yet another employee to promote some new ideological doctrine. I 
am sure that the manipulation of the new wheely bins will be more than adequate exercise for most of the residents 
of Faringdon, without taking up para gliding, ab-sailing or some such.  
May I also point out that the skate park is still not a realty. 
Mike Perks 

 

Vodaphone - 29/7/10  
 
Vodaphone tell me a report has been made and that only 3G services are out within a 3 mile radius of SN7. The 
problem could take a few days to rectify but vodaphone customers should have not problem if we switch our 
phones to 2G. T 
he internet connections may be a little slow on this setting.  
Really interesting to hear all the different stories Vodaphone have given through the last three black outs - I now 
look here before calling customer services for an update!  
Name Supplied 

 

Vodaphone - 28/7/10  
 
Vodafone down again this is twice since last note about it...... 
Name Supplied 

 

Bus fares - 28/7/10 
 
For those of you who use the route 66 bus service between Oxford and Swindon, stagecoach are currently running 
a special offer on their megarider gold ticket (unlimited travel within the region for a week). £10 a week rather than 
the usual £19. It's not been advertised at all, but is valid until the 13th August. 
Simon 

 

Vodaphone - 28/7/10  
 
I have seen that Vodaphone is down again as at 28/7/2010. 
Does anyone know whats up with the signal this time its getting a bit of a Joke 
Name Supplied 

 

Re Buscot cc - 28/7/10 
 
Congratulations to our friends at Buscot CC on their succesful 6 a side competition. And apologise for Faringdon 
CC being unable to stage a similar event this year. As some of you may be aware, Faringdon Cricket Club is going 
through a transitional phase at the moment with a new ground currently under construction on Jespers Hill. 
Unfortunetley our current facilities have fallen into somewhat disrepair due to continual vandalism etc, and we are 
struggling to justify spending large sums of money renovating a cricket pavillion/ground which will be a housing 
estate in only a few months.  
 
When our new pavilion and ground is complete (hopefully next summer) we hope to be able to host similar events. 



Faringdon & District Cricket Club 
Name Supplied 

 

GO Active(Get Oxfordshire active) - 27/7/10 
 
I work for the vale of white horse district council, as part of the GO Active (get oxfordshire active) scheme.  
My role is to increase awareness across the district about physical activity and healthy lifestyles for adults (16+). As 
this role suggests, i can promote activities availiable and hopefully increase participation. Also, i will be meeting with 
local community groups, the local parish council and the public to find out if there is a need for new activities. I am 
hoping to work closely with all partnerships in the area so i can help to achieve my role.  
 
If you would like to use my help, or find out more about the GO Active project, please feel free to contact me or visit 
the website.  
Thank You  
Ashley Chapman  
GO Active Activator  
Telephone 01235 547646  
Mobile 07717714477  
ashley.chapman@whitehorsedc.gov.uk  
http://www.getoxfordshireactive.org/  
Vale of White Horse DC 

 

Planning application for houses at Sudbury House 10/01300/FUL - 27/7/10 
 
It looks as if the planning permission for the 3 houses in the grounds of Sudbury house include a pedestrian access 
along Stanford Road, a few metres before the start of the path to the Folly, and that all but one of the yew trees will 
be removed. 
 
I wonder why a pedestrian acgate is needed when there is one already near the junction of Stanford Road and 
London St? 
Name Supplied 

 

Stolen slide and trampoline - 27/7/10 
 
Dear everybody 
Just a short message, to the people of Faringdon. Between the hours of Saturday evening and Sunday morning 
some very nice people decided to rehome my sons slide and small trampoline from outside the house. They have 
beem there with no problems for 3 years without any problems. come rain, sleet and even the snow. 
My son would play on them and Sunday we had the pleasure of telling him that someone had taken them. He was 
very upset.  
 
To the person or people who did this, just think how your kids would feel if I did this to you and your family. 
So thanks a bunch 
Yours unhappily 
Steve 

 

Buscot cc - 27/7/10 
 
Well done to Buscot cricket club for their 6 a side competition that took place 25th July! Great turn out and great fun  
Cant Faringdon cc do something to involve the locals??? 
Name Supplied 

 

Blast victims  - 27/7/10 
 
Is there any news on the 2 young lads that got burnt at the top of London Street opposite Sudbury House?  



Has there been a resolution on the cause?  
I hope they are doing well and are recovering. 
Name Supplied 

 

Car Parking - 27/7/10 
 
The bottom of Marlborough Gardens, the bottom of Marines Drive, Coxwell Street, London Street! To drive in these 
areas I think that we all agree that driving on these roads are a pain in the bum! The placing of cars are not just 
inconsiderate but dangerous.  
 
The police are aware but seem to do NOTHING about it, will it take a serious accident for the authorities to take 
notice.... I just hope that its not me!!!! 
Name Supplied 

 

Skip Day at the Lees - 27/7/10  
 
So the Lees have had a skip day, will other estates have these days? I have just been doing work on my house and 
I have had to make several trips to the Stanford tip and the Standlake tip-using my own fuel and money (because I 
was charged to dump a couple of times).  
I think this is a little bit of a joke that just because these areas are 'deprived' they are provided with such days.  
If they looked after their houses and the area then these expensive days (skip hire is not cheap!) would not have to 
be fronted by the housing associations!  
Answers to my questions would be grateful.  
Thanks 
Name Supplied 

 

Community Awards nominations by 3/9/10 - 26/7/10 
 
There are many 'heroes' in our town whose achievements go unrecognised, be they individual, business or group. 
Please help us by telling us about them. Your nominations can be for anyone from faringdon you feel deserves to 
be recognised, in whichever category. 
 
Collect a form from Faringdon Community and Tourist Information centre or the the Council offices in the Corn 
Exchange and post it in the box provided. 
 
Deadline for nominations is Friday 3rd September 2010. 
 
Categories are: 
Community Hero 
Group award 
Business award 
 
Sally Thurston 
Faringdon CTIC 

 

Faringdon is Bonkers - 24/7/10  
 
Malcolm didn't know what hit him. When he said "this place is completely bonkers, and I love it" - it made my day.  
 
Go to http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p008wjcv/Malcolm_Boyden_23_07_2010/ .  
It gets good from 1hr 20min in ... Best bits from 1.28 to 1.38 and then 1.45 to 1.52 ! 
Name Supplied 

 

A Man and His Rake. - 24/7/10 
 



For years as long as I can remember, Faringdon and the county council have been petitioning and funding for a 
much desired skate park. In the mean time small kids and even adults have had to endure either travelling to skate 
parks outside of Faringdon, or find fun places in which to ride skateboards and long boards inside the town. This is 
a short description of an encounter that a friend and I were unfortunate enough to experience on Saturday 24th July 
2010. Skate boarding and long boarding are two of my favourite hobbies, and on a nice dry day there is nothing 
better than grabbing a skate board and having a nice ride around the town. Going down smooth and steep hills is 
particularly fun and exhilarating. That’s all well and good until being stopped halfway down the hill with a man and 
his rake.  
 
My friend and I had just skated down Fernham Gate, which as you know is gorgeously smooth and has great turns. 
When we reached the bottom a small child came whizzing down behind us on his bike with a huge smile across his 
face. He wanted to race! I personally was thrilled at this idea so the three of us skated back up the hill. Half way up I 
was shouted at by a man who was yelling “This isn’t a bloody skate park”. I was intrigued by his language but we 
ignored the man and continued to the top. Because of the age difference and because I’m kind, I gave the child a 
head start and he immediately took off down the hill, soon after I followed. I over took the child on his bike, went 
down the hill, around the corner and was met face to face with a angry looking man, using his rake as a block aid. I 
jumped off my board quickly, narrowly avoiding him. “This isn’t a skate park, now piss off” he said in a really 
aggressive tone. Yet again I was really thrown back at his language. I said to him “we aren’t making much noise 
and we aren’t getting in your way”. He squared up to me and said “I don’t pay money to live here and have people 
go up and down the street, this is a private estate”. I looked around at all the kids that were playing on the street. 
“What about all those kids over there, and the kid that I was racing just now. They’re allowed to skate on your road 
so why can’t we?” At this he came right up to me, nose to nose. “I don’t give a f*** about them, now f*** off”.  
Now, I don’t swear, especially when there are very small children around. My friend said to the man “Take it easy 
mate, there are little kids around”. Most of this conversation was his attempt at squaring up with his nose a little too 
close to mine. “I’ll put this to the back of your head” he said indicating to the rake he was still holding. “That will get 
you a nice prison sentence, you should be careful with what you say” I said. “Is that a threat!” he yelled. “No” I said 
“Oh yeah” he said sarcastically “What are you going to do about it”. “Nothing” I said calmly “I’m smart enough not to 
use violence”. “Go skate board on some one else’s street, and take your kiddie toys with you” he said in a defensive 
tone. “Kiddies toys?” I said in disbelief. “You are a little child” he said, pointing at my long board. “What do you do 
for fun? Play golf, go swimming maybe?” I asked him. “That's none of your business” he said. “Well I’m just 
enjoying one of my hobbies” I said back at him. “That's not a hobby it’s for little kids you are playing on little kiddie 
toys” he said rudely. “Have you ever heard of Tony Halk?” I said. “He is a professional skate boarder and he is 42 
years old, surely at 20 I’m still young enough to skate board” “You are a little child” he said again for the 20th time. 
This made me angry “I’ve been through school, got my GCSES completed my A levels and have a job, I am exactly 
the same as you” He started to clap sarcastically “Well done” he said dragging his words.  
 
I turned to my friend Josh, shaking my head “Some people!” He laughed and we walk up the hill and left the man 
and his rake to his gardening. Apparently skate boarding is for little kids. If you take a look around Faringdon most 
of the youth have a skate boards, blades, scooters or BMX’s. This is a fun hobby which is great for exercise, gets 
children and adults outside and normally, stops us bothering our parents on a Saturday afternoon.  
 
Today was a prime example of how badly we really do need a skate park. I am very excited that the plan to build a 
skate park in Faringdon is beginning to unfold. I was fortunate enough to attend a council meeting a few months 
ago where the team ‘SK8’ Where petitioning for some final funding for the skate park. Everything is looking up and 
the park due to be built next summer.  
Mark Langlay-Smith (age 20)  
Faringdon youth member and volunteer 

 

the man with the STEREO hands  - 24/7/10  

Following the recent appearance at the Faringdon Arts Festival, you may be interested to know that the new nine 
song album of original material by Faringdon based musician/songwriter 'the man with the STEREO hands' is 
available to listen to and download via the main website at http://www.stereohands.co.uk  

More importantly, it's also now on sale as a limited edition CD with jewel case and sleeve artwork at the White 
Horse Bookshop on Marlborough Street, Faringdon (opposite Budgens). You can support both a local songwriter 
and a local business by buying a copy of the CD which costs just £7.  



Opening hours of the White Horse Bookshop are:  

Tuesday to Friday 09:30 - 16:30  

Saturdays 09:30 - 12:30  

Drop in and say hello to David who runs the interesting little bookshop, and tell him 'the man with the STEREO 
hands' sent you. 

 

Skip Day at the Lees - 24/7/10 
 
In response to the post about the "skip day" - a great idea, and anything that might help clear up that area has my 
approval, even if it is not available to most of Faringdon.  
Will the skips be large enough for the many scrap cars that seem to be parked in that area ?  
Tom 

 

Cat Found - 23/7/10 
 
The missing cat - Gladstone - has been found safe and well and is now reunited with his owner. Many thanks to 
everyone who kept an eye open for him. 
 
name supplied 

 

Planning application for houses at Sudbury House 10/01300/FUL - 22/7/10 
 
Cranfield have applied for permission for 3 dwellings in the area beyween London St and Stanford Road. Vehicle 
access would be off London St, some trees would be felled. 
I thought the government had stopped this sort of 'backland' development 
Name Supplied 

 

In response to Sam Prince - 23/7/10 
 
I object strongly to Tesco (or any supermarket) building an out of town centre development. I have put my views on 
this website and also in the public consultations.  
 
The reasons I object are as follows.  
Faringdon town centre is not dead, there is a good selection of shops which cannot all be found in significantly 
larger market towns such as Abingdon, Wantage, Lechlade. Eg; butchers, cheese shop, bakery, florist, cakes, 
freshly ground coffee, independent books, jewellers, gifts, cafés, groceries, fresh fruit and veg and alcohol as well 
as services such as banks, tourist information, opticians, pubs and restaurants etc.  
 
Choice.  
I do not believe that Tesco offers choice, it sells exactly the same products as other out of town supermarkets. The 
town centre shops would undoubtedly suffer further and some will close down, choice would decrease in Faringdon.  
Other services would suffer too as Faringdon is a small town (and will continue to be even after new housing 
developments) if there are fewer people using the town centre then there will be less money spent. I do not want to 
live in an old market town with no market, no shops and no services except an out of town retail park which can 
already be found 10 minutes drive down the road.  
 
Jobs.  
Tesco does not create more jobs than it destroys. Fewer people work in retail now since supermarkets took over 
market towns and closed down town centres.  
 



Wealth.  
Profits leave town.  
 
Tesco developing an out of town shopping centre would be bad for Faringdon.  
Andrew Robertson 

 

BBC Oxford in Faringdon - 23/7/10  
 
It was great to hear Malcolm Boyden reporting from Faringdon this morning; and wasn't our Town Crier fantastic? 
What an asset. I wonder if he's the only TC on a bike?  
And all the other people interviewed also made Faringdon sound like a great place to live - which it is of course.  
Well done to everyone! 
Name Supplied 

 

Mammoth and the Drum  - 23/7/10 
 
Local band have just released their first album and is available to listen too for free from 
www.mammothandthedrum.bandcamp.com  
any reviews greatly received 
myspace.com/mammothdrum  
Sean 

 

Cat still missing- - 23/7/10 
 
"Gladstone" 1 year old small light ginger male cat (neutered and microchipped). Missing since early Sunday 18th 
July.  
If you have seen this cat or have found him, please, please contact 01367 241982 or any local vet as the owner is 
very distressed. Thankyou. 
Name supplied  

 

Vodafone Signal - 23/7/10  
 
I'm a Vodafone employee working at home today in Faringdon and having made a couple of calls to push this 
along, I'm really pleased to say that I've just heard from our Mobile Services team that everything is now back to 
normal. I don't have any other details as yet, but I've just checked my phone and I'm getting full signal strength. 
Martin 

 

Vodaphone still not working - 23/7/10  
 
i have just spoke to vodafone and they kart tell me when it will get fixed. I have missed out on a job now and all they 
can is sorry. they make me so mad i tolled them to shuff vodafone  
i am going to 02 
Name Supplied 
Ed(GW) Expletives removed!! 

 

Vodaphone still not working - 23/7/10  
 
Vodafone still not working , mine is works phone so have to go out of town to get signal for update on work.  
Does anyone know what the problem actually is???? 
Name supplied 

 

Health consultations  - 22/7/10 



 
Oxfordshire PCT are seeking views on a number of services 
Mental Health, End of Life and Older peoples wellbeing. (there are other consultations but these generally are 
relevant to the north of the county) 
 
You can give them your views by going to 
https://consult.oxfordshirepct.nhs.uk/inovem/consult.ti/system/listConsultations?type=O- just scroll down the list of 
current consultations. 
The surveys don't take long 
Gene Webb 

 

Vodaphone - 22/7/10  
 
So fed up with their lack of service (not all their fault) but also the misinformation when contacting customer service. 
It's also cost me a job, money and other personal problems.  
Have changed to O2. 
Name Supplied 

 

Vodaphone - 22/7/10  
 
vodaphone i was yesterday but havent check yet today but ive just about had enough with vodaphone when my 
contract is up with them am doing with another net work . there quick in taking your money but not in reinbrussing 
you if they muck up and switch your phones off because you havent paid your bill when you have then say oh it 
must be a glich on the computor ( not a human error and no appolgy ).and then say it will take 48 hours for your 
phone to be put back on it only took a second to turn it off .so you could say that im a disgruntaled customer 
Sandra 

 

Vodaphone - 22/7/10  
 
My Vodafone network has not been working all day does anyone else have the same problem, i hope it is not 
problem with transmitter again. 
Name Supplied 

 

Vodaphone - 22/7/10  
 
Anyone having problems with Vodafone service. Is the mast down again?  
Name Supplied 

 

Lost Vodaphone - 22/7/10 
 
I've lost the vodafone signal again on all 3 of my family phones. Vodafone confirm the mast is down again due to 
"issues" - they wont say what these are.  
When will they finally get this problem sorted I wonder? 
Goff Smith 

 

Holiday time.No M.A.D.D. - 21/7/10 
 
No open stage at the Corn Exchange on the first Tuesday of August. Will return on the first Tuesday in Sept. 
Sam Prince 

 

Car Parking - 21/7/10 
 



i was glad to see that the council have finally put a stop to parking across the junction into southampton street ,it 
was a night mare trying to get out.only thing i wish they had done the same down my street so as to stop poeple 
parking across your drive way but never mind 
Sandra 

 

ReThe Swan Pub - 21/7/10  
 
We have been informed that it has been bought by the same company that converted the Cross Keys in Thame into 
a real ale pub with micro brewery.  
A similar conversion is to be done to the Swan with micro brewery, the conversion work has already begun 
Sharon Clough 

 

Faringdon on BBC radio Oxford, Friday 23rd - 20/7/10 
 
Faringdon will be featured on Radio Oxford Breakfast show on Friday morning - 0700-1000 
I've been told that there will be a radio car by the Old Town Hall- 'but that the radiocar has been at the menders but 
all should be well in time'. 
Tell your friends to listen or go and contribute 
Gene Webb 

 

Solar Photovoltaic panels  - 20/7/10 
 
We now have a local fully accredited installer of Solar PV panels - based in Stanford in the Vale!  
 
You may have heard that the new "feed-in-tariffs" for renewable microgeneration now make solar PV panels (the 
kind that generates electricity - rather than heats up water) a very interesting (and profitable!) proposition.  
 
To cut a long story short - you get approx 43p per unit of electricity generated - tax-free - as a bribe for being an 
"early adopter" . It's guaranteed for 25 years - and to rise in line with inflation. And of course it reduces your 
electricity bills as well. That's a benefit on top of the 43p . 
 
In other words - if you have a sensible bit of south-facing roof - then you potentially have the safest way of getting a 
minimum 9% return on your investment; and over the course of the 25 years the installed system will pay for itself 
three times over. 
 
The FITs stay with the property, so you've also immediately added this potential guaranteed income to the value of 
the house.  
 
And importantly: your PV panels will of course also do their bit to help the environment. 
 
As the price of electricity rises, your completely free electricity will save you more every year on your bills. 
 
The new installer is Steve Munday; and you can contact him on 07798-684225 , or steve@mundays.com .  
Steve is obviously happy to come round for a no-obligation quote. Or by all means give me a call if you want to 
discuss the options independently first.  
 
Sjoerd  
01367-241707  
 
P.S. Do pass Steve's details on to any friends & neighbours thinking about installing solar PV  

 

Boogie Me Contact Numbers - 20/7/10 
Hi Andy  
We can be contacted on 07734 101226 or by email to garthpool@btinternet.com  
Many thanks  
Mel 



 

Missing Cat- 19/7/10 
 
"Gladstone" 1 year old small light ginger male cat (neutered and microchipped). Missing since early Sunday 18th 
July.  
 
If you have seen this cat or have found him, please contact 01367 241982 or any local vet.  
Thankyou.  
KH 

 

Bins  - 19/7/10 
 
So if you can keep your 'old' greenbox, how is that going to be emptied into the brand new lorry. One assumes that 
the 'new' bins will be attached to the lorry to be 'tipped' into the lorry by the lorry's hydraulic systems.  
Not much point in introducing a new system (which looks pretty good) to hold on to yesterday's technology! 
Nigel Wilkinson 
ED(GW) I assumed the VWHDC man meant that you could keep it and use it for other things. Recycling must go 
into the new bins/bags 

 

The Swan Pub - 19/7/10 
 
I have it on relatively good authority that it will continue to be a pub. 
Ray Hunt 

 

Much ado about Tesco's - 19/7/10 
 
I don't have any strong views about the Budgens/Tesco price/quality row because, fortunately, my wife is in charge 
of that department. I look after bigger issues like the hole in the Ozone layer. (No problem parking in the Antarctic). 
She has not mentioned that the Budgen's staff are impolite but has sometimes told me that the amount paid doesn't 
always coincide with the price shown on the shelves and the items on her list aren‘t always available.. My 
contribution to the shopping is to keep moving the car in order to avoid the Parking Prevention Person and, Yes, I 
do realise that the petrol I waste is probably more costly than the price of a parking ticket. 
 
My wife prefers going to Sainsbury’s for the choice available and it would get my vote (if I had one) because I know 
I can always find a free parking slot, I can buy cheaper petrol which usually covers the cost involved in the extra 
miles and on a rainy day I can get at an ATM or buy a newspaper without getting soaked. 
 
I am prepared to pay for parking for unusual purchases such as Soft Furnishings or a new Grand Piano and I would 
be happy to pay to make use of the best DIY shop in the area if it didn’t provide a free car park (albeit with a sample 
pothole ) but I do resent paying when I only want to spend half an hour watching locals as well as confused visitors 
trying to negotiate our quaint Town Centre. 
Name Supplied 

 

Air Cadets attend Royal Garden party - 19/7/10 
 
Cadets from 1861 (Wantage) squadron of the Ai Training Corps took part in celebrating the 150 years of the cadet 
forces by joining 1700 cadets and volunteer staff and paraded down the mall with HRH The Prince of Wales taking 
the salute. The parade marched from Horse Guards Parade down The Mall to Buckingham Palace, past Clarence 
House, where The Prince took the Salute in honour of the anniversary. Above the parade was a special flypast by 
the Red Arrows over Central London down The Mall and over Buckingham Palace with a handful of lucky cadets 
from across the Cadet Forces enjoyed a trip in the Royal Air Force Hawk aircraft as part of the celebrations.  
 
Following the parade, a garden party was held at Buckingham Palace to honour cadets and volunteers both past 
and present, and was attended by HRH The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall, HRH The Earl of 
Wessex, TRH The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester and HRH The Duke of Kent.  



 
Flight Lieutenant Nigel Furlong, officer commanding 1861 Sqn was amazed at the spectacle " It was a fantastic day, 
the air cadets in general and our cadets in particular were awesome, our cadets were in the ATC honour guard and 
cadet Phoebe Lane was introduced to HRH The Prince of Wales. As someone involved with the ATC as an adult 
volunteer since 1991 I have never experienced anything like this with the ATC and certainly not as a cadet in the 
early 80's".  
 
The Royal Review and garden party form the centrepiece of Cadet150 celebrations taking place throughout 2010, 
marking 150 years of Cadet Forces in the UK.  
 
1861 Sqn meets Tuesday and Thursday evenings at Icknield Lane, Wantage 7.15 to 9.30pm.  
Our contact details are 1861@aircadets.org, www.wantage-sqn.net or telephone 01235 762079. 
NJ FURLONG  
Flt Lt  

 

Boogie Me phone number? - 19/7/10 
 
Does anybody have a contact number for the local blues band "Boogie Me"?  
We are hoping they will play in our garden between 4pm and 7pm on Sunday 29th August (the day before bank 
holiday Monday. I have already spoken with one of the band but would like confirmation asap so that I can 
advertise the event.  
Thanks 
Andy, Red Lion 

 

re Tesco - 18/7/10 
 
The problem isn't that Tesco (or any other supermarket) wants to open in Faringdon; the problem is greater than 
that - namely the size of the store (and the higher prices that go with a smaller store), and the fact that numerous 
other supermarkets are willing to deliver groceries for free.  
 
We have always bought all our meat in the local butchers - no supermarket can ever compete with the quality and 
service offered in Faringdon, so that will not change. However, I will not do my main shop in a small supermarket 
with limited choice and higher prices, when I can get cheaper goods delivered for free from the local area, or drive 
15/20mins to buy them. 
Name Supplied 

 

re Tesco - 18/7/10 
 
WHY are there so many objections to TESCO coming to townish. Are they going to destroy an already dead town. 
Will shops who already close for half a day several days a week suffer more,  
Pubs and hostelries suffer from the lack of bodies crossing the threshold to enjoy and sample the delights on 
offer?.I DON'T FINK SO.  
For some of us who don't drive to do our shopping perhaps we'd like a choice, nothing wrong with that, after all we 
are led to believe competion is good. So be it 
Sam Prince 

 

re Tesco development- 18/7/10 
 
I am upset but not surprised to see that the Tesco development has been 'approved'. Little attention is ever paid to 
the evidence arising from other such schemes. One of the most researched was in Leominster (Herefordshire) 
which had a thriving and very pleasant town centre - and one that was much more able to withstand competion 
compared with the fragile trading state of most Faringdon shops. In the end the public purse had to pick up a £2.2m 
bill to regenerate Leominster town centre because of the economic damage caused. The following is an extract 
from the 1998 DETR commissioned report on 'The Impact of Large Foodstores on Market Towns and District 
Centres'  
 



'Leominster, Herefordshire  
5. Safeway opened an out-of-town superstore in 1992 which competed with the town-centre Somerfield, and later 
with an edge-of-town Kwik Save which opened in 1994. Between June 1991 and June 1995, the number of town-
centre convenience retailers fell from 31 to 22, including two smaller supermarkets which closed. Somerfield 
reported a 30 per cent fall in its turnover and it and other towncentre food retailers appear now to be used more for 
convenience shopping on a daily basis. Town-centre retail vacancies have risen from 16 in June 1991 to 36 in May 
1997, including nine in a new arcade developed at the same time as the Safeway store. As a result of town-centre 
decline, the district council was awarded £2.2 million of Single Regeneration Budget funds, and town centre traders 
set up a ‘Loyal to Leominster’ campaign which has had a positive effect.'  
 
In spite of the £2.2m spent the number of town centre food stores continued to fall and there are now many empty 
shops, although the number of charity and antique shops has increased. 
Guy Richards 

 

re Tesco - 18/7/10 
 
The posting from Nick Elwell is partially correct. The Planning & Highways committee did submit a recommendation 
to the local planning authority that we did not object to the application for a supermarket in Park Road. We did, 
however, attach a series of caveats to this position:  
 
1. There should be a shuttle bus link that includes the town shopping centre. 
2. The pathways (including the allyway next to the site) should be upgraded.  
3. The product range should be restricted to foods and ancillary items - specifically excluding pharmacuticals.  
4. To compensate for the loss of B2/B8 employment land an early approval should be given to the Wicklesham 
Quarry site for these uses.  
 
Readers should be aware of a number of issues.  
1. About 75% of all main food shopping purchases are made outside of Faringdon. This is confirmed by all the 
surveys conducted(Savilles,VWHDC,Tesco). That means that something in the order of £25,000,000 is lost to the 
Town. In addition over 80% of non-food shopping leaves the town. This is not an acceptable situation. It was 
interesting to note during the (excellent) festival the there are huge numbers of people who live in the town but only 
ever visit the centre for that kind of event. The shopping offer needs to be improved.  
 
3. Employment. There will be about 100 full time equivalent jobs created at the new store.It is the policy of Tesco to 
recruit as locally as possible. Of course the initial management staff will come from existing stores - any retailer 
opening a new store will start off with trained senior staff. However, Tesco are well known in the supermaket arena 
as having one of the best training and development programmes available. It will be up to the local staff to show 
their worth - and I am sure they will. (It is worth noting that the chief executive of Tesco started as a shelf filler). It is 
also worth remembering that no staff are currently employed on the proposed site.  
 
4. I have read all the papers put forward by all the various proposals. The latest of these is an indepedent report on 
retailing in Faringdon and Abingdon produced by Savilles for VWHDC. It makes it very clear indeed that Faringdon 
needs another supermarket. The alternative location is the site behind the junior school on land owned by 
Faringdon House. As a site for a supermarket I have heard not one local person support this site.  
 
5. My main reason for supporting the proposal (with sensible caveats) is that it will provide an alternative to those 
large numbers of people in our town who are unable to leave the town to do their main food shopping.  
 
Competition in retailing leads to three benefits for the customers :  
Keener prices  
An improved product range  
Better staff training and customer service.  
There is evidence that even the threat of competition has helped move Budgens in all these areas. The real thing 
will drive this forward even further.  
 
There are innacuracies in the "report" that Nick quotes.  
I did not say that I supported an increased number of multiples (I don't have a view on this). I did say that the 
increased population would support an improved retail offer - I stick by that and hope that we can get more non 
food shops in the shopping centre in order to make it a more attractive place to shop. This is supported by the 



Chamber of Commerce's customer survey. The owner of Budgens did not speak at the meeting - his consultant did. 
In fact he was quoting a outdated piece of legislation which was superceded in December of last year. Finally (and 
I'm sorry about the length of this) any objections that members of the public and organisations want to make should 
be evidence based. Because you don't like Tesco as a company is not a legitimate objection - facts are needed and 
to produce the correct and useful facts then it really is necessary to read all the relevent legislation, the VWHDC 
reports and the application itself.All these are available from the Town Council offices for reading on the premises. 
In the interests of fareness should not this web site also run a petition for those that favour the application?  
This posting is my own view and has not been agreed by FTC P&H committee.  
Alan Hickmore 
 
A couple of points that need clarification in my earlier posting.  
The FTC Planning & Highways committee also added a caveat that parking in the Gloucester Street and 
Southampton Street carparks should be free for the first two hours.  
The leakage of trade figure I gave includes non food. The leakage of food trade is given by Savilles at £12,800,000. 
AH 

 

Tesco - 18/7/10 
 
A record of the Town Council meeting last Tuesday regarding the approval of the Tesco planning application is 
available on www.focusonuk.co.uk. It makes interesting – but rather sad reading.  
Let me explain why.  
Please forgive the bullet points – but it saves my finger (not yet a proficient typist) and your time. 
 
* 1. The Town Councillors have an admirable policy of promoting the use of B2 – B8 land for more sustainable jobs: 
and yet the creation of supermarket on the only employment land we have is suicidal for future job creation. Senior 
staff at the new store will have to drive into Faringdon – and will take there hard earned wages and spend them 
away from Faringdon. 
* Why did the Council vote against their own policy and the recommendation of the Chairman of the Finance & 
Audit Committe, The chamber of Commerce, The Faringdon Association of Residents, Faringdon Area Project, etc, 
etc. 
 
* 2. Parking in Faringdon is an issue. The Vale quote that “people will pay for parking if the retail offering is 
adequate”. There might be some logic in this. If so, it would be fair to surmise that the retail offering is inadequate. 
So people who do not park here now will certainly not park here when they can park for free just out of town – and 
why would they walk a quarter of a mile to enjoy an inadequate shopping experience. The Vale also seem to miss 
the point that like an engine, a shopping centre sometimes needs a boost: to be “kick started”. 
 
* 3. Tesco brought to the meeting an amazing amount of contradictory paper: some prepared by them and some by 
other agencies.. One report says we do not need another food offering – the other says we do. The second report 
does not recognise the increased floor area at Budgens and the development at Cost Cutters (both of which have 
planning consent) or the new convenience store by the New Bloor Homes development. The pro Tesco council are 
twisting the facts available to suit their purpose. Oh, the joy of statistics! 
 
* 4. The retail impact assessment makes interesting reading if you are need of a sleeping draught. So may 
assumptions are made (by the authors I fancy) that the document is not credible. For example, 99% of people who 
shop in Faringdon will walk the half mile round trip from the new Supermarket car park to the town centre. I think 
not. What’s your opinion? 
 
* 5. Councillor Hickmore made an interesting (?) comment when he advised that the Town Council had always 
supported an increase in the Towns population to encourage larger chain stores into the town. He seems to have 
completely missed the point that the planning application is for a shop much the same size as Budgens. It will 
therefore only be able to offer a similar range of products. 
 
* 6. On the range of products, Tesco have amongst the piles of recycled trees that they displayed some material, 
which suggested that 73% of food stuffs were purchased from outside of Faringdon. I guess those who buy from 
Sainsbury and Waitrose will continue to do so. Those on a major food shop from Tesco will also leave Faringdon for 
Abingdon or Swindon where the range of goods available is wider and the price cheaper. 
* Although it wasn’t raised at the Council meeting, there is one aspect of all this that I dislike most of all, and it is 
this. If Tesco do build on the Park Rd site people will shop there. Those who spend money there will see their 



money disappear up to the city. None of it will be put back into circulation locally. In fact, its worse than that. Such is 
the efficiency of Tesco that their tax bill appears to be minimal so there is no help there in reducing the nation’s 
banking debt. Whilst one has to admire the brutal efficiency – one has to be scared senseless at the lack of moral 
concept 
 
. Faringdon was one of the first Fairtrade Towns. It is surrounded by Organic Farms, it has won awards for its ECO 
friendliness. The Town Councillors turn up to these events and share the praise. Indeed, at one event attended by 
HRH The Duke of Gloucester who came to congratulate the ECO crew, there were more councillors than ECO 
crew! But now they vote to approve the Tesco application despite the Tesco non green, non local and rather sorry 
history. 
Do take a look at www.focusonuk.co.uk:let the VOWHDC know what you think – and why you think it.  
Nick Elwell 

 

Bins Healthy debate - 18/7/10 
 
I Contacted the council twice following warnings issued on this forum. They informed me I would be contacted prior 
to the introduction of the bins and they would arrange to inspect my property. This did not happen.  
 
I recycle, I burn wood as a form of heating, I collect rain water to wash my car, and water my small garden. If I had 
room I would have bins it is cleaner and more convenient.I just want a choice about something that effects the 
health and safety of my family and the quality of our life.  
 
Let me share with you some of the content of the recent visit from the council. I am waiting the outcome of this visit.  
Following comprehensive measurements it was confirmed neither bin large or small fits where our current bins are 
situated unless a tap, waste pipe and water mains inlet pipes are moved,if they did fit half of our kitchen window 
would be blocked, and we would be unable to open it more than 6ins due to the hight of them. Also If they did fit 
they would have to be swaped over every 2 weeks,and this would involve considerable effort as there is no room to 
wheel them so they would have to be picked up then wheeled up and down 7 large steps.  
 
The council lady suggested an alternate place for the smaller bin infront of my garden shed after agreeing they 
would not fit in the shed,this would involve moving it up and down a step every time I wanted to enter the shed, plus 
would cause access issues getting into and out of our property. I have a wood store which I take down every 
summer, this gives us space to sit 4 people round a table in the garden.  
 
We use a collapsable bbq in the summer as we cannot fit in a fixed one. My intention was to bring this to the 
attention of others who may find themselves in the same position as from conversations I have had people think 
there is a choice.  
However please don't be too concerned if you think I am being unreasonable, following futher examination the 
council lady confirmed the pavement outside our house is wide enough for people to get round so they can go there 
if I am happy with that.  
Kind regards.  
Name Supplied 

 

Petition re Tesco in Budgens - 17/7/10 
 
Sign the petition if you're against a Tesco coming here 
Ed(GW) 

 

Faringdon Town Council Planning meeting re Tesco - 17/7/10 
 
See the meeting notes on the Focus on Faringdon site. http://www.focusonfaringdon.co.uk (pdf) 
Ed(GW) 

 

Skip day comes to Faringdon - 17/7/10 
 
Residents living in Lees and Greengates in Faringdon will be able to have their bulky waste collected free of charge 



next Saturday (24 July).  
The skips will be located in The Lees and will be available between 10am and 2pm, or until full up.  
 
The skips are being provided by Sovereign Vale Housing Association to give residents the opportunity to have a 
clear out and remove any unwanted rubbish safely.  
Any unwanted bulky goods will, where possible, then be taken to be recycled or restored. 
VWHDC 
See Press releases for more info 

 

The Bin debate and recycling - 17/7/10 
 
It's not for nothing that the UK is still called the dustbin of Europe. Per head of population we're at the bottom of a 
stinking landfill heap - and it really isn't anything to be proud of. Official records for the last full year available (2008) 
show that the UK still sends 18 million tons to landfill (a vast improvement over 5 years previously when it was 30 
million tons - but still 1/3 of a ton per person per year ). Compare that to Germany - with 20 million MORE people - 
they send to landfill ( get ready to compare this to our 18 million tons) - less than 500,000 tons. Yes - that's right . 
40 times less than us - and yet they have 20mil more people. How is that possible?  
 
There are a number of good reasons for this enormous discrepancy, some of which are infrastructure & industry 
related, but two of which we can control:  
1. Per individual household that DOES recycle, the proportion of stuff that's recycled vs landfilled is approx three 
times higher in Germany.  
2. But many people don't recycle at all....In Germany, this figure stands at less than one percent of households. In 
the UK the figure is a staggering 37% . Yes - that's right. 37% of households in the UK do no recycling whatsoever.  
 
A German visitor reading "Talking Points" with all the anti-bin nonsense at the moment will justifiably think that the 
dustbin of Europe really is talking out of its bin end.  
 
But here's the interesting bit.  
 
The new landfill wheelie bins and recycling wheelie bins will both be microchipped. This means that Verdant can 
then produce reports that say for example: “Across the Vale of the White Horse, 53% of waste is now being 
recycled, but in Faringdon that figure stands at 76%” .  
 
80% of what at present goes into landfill - shouldn’t. This is our chance to embrace the new system, really make it 
work, and begin the climb out of that heap of landfill that’s threatening to choke all of us. Let’s put Faringdon on the 
map as the best recyclers in the country !  
Sjoerd 

 

More about Bins  - 16/7/10 
 
I forgot to say. 
The VWHDC man said you can either keep your green recycle box or put it out for recycling 
 
You'll be given some biodegradeable bags for your food bins initially. After then you either buy more, use 
newspaper or nothing 
If you have bags instead of rubbish and recycle bins you'll be supplied with bags periodically 
Gene Webb 

 

Bins  - 16/7/10 
 
Many thanks to Gene for the information about the new bin service, and for adding a 'voice of reason' to the whole 
on-line debate.  
 
Personally I am flabbergasted at the amount of palaver surrounding what is, let's face it, a pretty minor change in 
the whole scheme of things. It's not often I stand up for the council, but......  
1. I'm amazed that anyone could 'lose their cool' over what is basically a good thing. So you weren't personally 



consulted? Can you imagine the cost involved of contacting every single household in the Vale to ask whether they 
wanted bags or bins? Most probably wouldn't bother to reply and we all know that the consultation would have to be 
paid for by the council tax.  
2. I received a letter telling me I'd be getting bags but could contact the council if I wasn't happy with this decision. It 
seems there is a system in place that allows you to ask for them to reconsider, it just isn't shouting in a public 
forum.  
3. Regarding the claim for 'lack of communication' - if this is true, count yourself lucky, or open your eyes. There are 
leaflets all over town (including at the gym!?) and I've received three through my door. The irony of this 
wastefulness is not lost on me!  
4. By implementing this scheme the council are actually just aligning with many other councils, and several years 
behind the times at that. A 3-bag scheme was already operational in Cardiff in 2004 and (prepare to be amazed) I 
got the hang of it without any leaflets, meetings or information stands. As it was up and running when I moved there 
I just had to figure it out and get on with it (it wasn't terribly difficult).  
5. Collections on one day is, as several other people have noted, simpler for all. The Monday collection/bank 
holiday/one day's delay issue is no different from the current situation. Some people will, no doubt, put their rubbish 
out regardless as happens now.  
6. The argument about increased water costs is (excuse the pun) rubbish. Why not just do it with your other 
washing up? Unless you're planning on hosing down tonnes of recycling one item at a time I can't imagine that it'll 
make much, if any, difference to your water bill.  
 
I fully understand that some people will always be opposed to change of any kind, but this is going to happen 
regardless. It's extremely simple and will have environmental and (apparently) cost benefits. Yes, sometimes 
someone will put a bag or bin out on the wrong day, but I seriously doubt this will bring about the world's end. This 
is the town that won an award for it's EcoFair last year - surely we can cope with a (positive) change to our waste 
collection service?  
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon Arts Festival - 16/7/10 
 
Thanks for the kind, positive comments about Faringdon Arts Festival 2010 - with a tint of Lord Berners. We were 
blessed with glorious weather which, I believe, made a huge difference compared with the rainy days suffered 
during festival weekends of the last couple of years. Nevertheless they had involved just as much effort and variety 
from the organisers - David Reynolds and Julie Farmer - who gave us their support, assistance and advice while 
taking a well-deserved rest this year.  
 
It was also a special festival this year because of the Berners anniversaries and associated events that gave some 
added impetus. Now we are looking forward to 2011. If you want to help, appear, offer useful suggestions or spread 
the word, please get in touch - either through this website or email focuson@bordengate.com  
Thank you 
Name Suppleid 

 

Faringdon Arts Festival - 16/7/10 
 
we would just like to say a big thanks to all involved who organised this years arts festival. we enjoyed our 
involvement and hope everyone who came here enjoyed it as much as we did. looking forward to next year.  
the bell hotel 

 

Bins  - 15/7/10 
 
I think the new waste collection service will be better than before for most people. Recycling will include more items 
- tetra pacs and cardboard+++++ 
If you have a very small back garden, or steps, or a narrow gate then the bins may be difficult to handle. 
 
The new service does not include smaller bins, but it might be that you could have sacks instead of bins or if you 
need an assisted collection, then it is worth contacting the council. 
Best be quick though - Faringdon is scheduled to have bins delivered the 2 weeks from 26/7/10 
 



More good news is that all collections in Faringdon will be the same day - so there will be less noisy traffic around, 
and I guess fewer miles travelled. The less good news is that our collection day is a Monday, which means that on 
Bank Holiday weekends, unless everyone remembers that the collection will be a day later there will be bins and 
bags around over holiday weekends. In the town centre this is particularly undesireable. 
VWHDC have agreed that the 'day later' approach will apply across the whole district. 
 
Some councils don't make any collections on any Mondays so that this problem does not arise. VWHDC, it seems, 
have chosen not to do this. 
 
The bins have microchips, which are read as the bin is emptied. Verdant will therefore know/or have a good idea 
whether bins were available to empty. I think the guy said that the driver notes ( on a system) when a bin for a 
property is not available for emptying. This info updates the back office system in real time, so queries can be dealt 
with more quickly. 
 
The number to ring for a missed bin or a problem is 03000 610 610- the Verdant call centre - so that should be an 
improvement too. 
 
The VWHDC man said that overall savings are about £250k pa- arising from reduced landfill costs, reduced 
penalties for not achieving the target recycling levels, and I think a lower contract price. 
 
The information about street cleansing was pretty sketchy. ie the town centre and surrounding area every day, and 
the remaining roads and streets every 4 weeks. I shall try and get more specific information. The streets seem 
much cleaner to me at the moment - we don't want them to get bad again. 
Verdant empty dog bins too as part of the contract 
Gene Webb 

 

Are you looking for space to grow our own Fruit and Veg? - 14/7/10  
 
I may have the answer!  
 
A local farm is offering land for possibly ten people who, like myself have found that the waiting lists for allotments 
in the Faringdon area are extremely long.  
If you are interested in this and would like some more information or to put your name down, please contact 01367 
242 701 asking for Hannah or e mail the_green_age@yahoo.co.uk.  
This is a genuine offer and has the potential to offer gardeners in Faringdon a new and exciting space to utilise.  
Don't delay, get in touch today! 

 

Snooty Mehmaan - first impressions - 14/7/10 
 
My wife, son and I made an impromptu visit to this new restaurant/bar on Wednesday evening and can endorse 
everything good that's been said about it. We arrived at 6:30 to be the only ones in there but it soon filled up to 
capacity.  
All the food we had was very high quality - we were told later that there is a 5 star chef in the kitchen.  
Service was excellent by very polite and attentive staff. The decore is much improved following the re-fit.  
Only criticism is that this establishment is advertised as a bar and we were encouraged to return for a drink 
anytime, but it only has 1 draft beer - and that's £3.95 a pint. 
Name Supplied 

 

Bins  - 13/7/10 
 
So collection day will be Monday but if it's a Bank Holiday it will be cancelled all together or delayed a day ?. If it's 
just delayed a day then surely it's no different than collections now - it's currently Wednesday, but following a Bank 
Holiday it's Thursday. If you mean it's delayed a whole week then I can see problems, otherwise it doesn't seem to 
matter.  
Apologies if I've misunderstood - I wasn't able to attend the meeting. 
Name Supplied 

 



Faringdon Arts Festival - 13/7/10 
 
Congratulations to everyone involved in organising the Arts Festival - it had a greater variety of events than 
previously especially re.music - so, I think,a wider appeal. 
Great to see Lord Berners resurrected!  
Lovely weather. A lovely weekend.  
And fantastic to see the church overflowing to hear the Cotswold singers and the marketplace full of folks having a 
great time. It gets better every year. 
Margaret Barker 

 

Coleshill - 13/7/10 
 
Visited the WW11 day the other weekend, what a fascinating day, throughly enjoyed the day if you missed it do 
look out for the next one. 
Name Supplied 

 

Bins  - 13/7/10 
 
I attended the bin meeting on Monday night and unfortunately lost my cool which I am not proud of, however please 
be aware if you have a small garden and do not want it being totally dominated by bins, if not you need to contact 
the VWHDC now. The council have taken it on themselves to decide who will and will not have the bins, and you as 
a householder are not consulted and are not even entitled to an opinion about it.  
My issue is the lack of communication; several people at the meeting as well as myself have not received any 
communication. I cannot remember the exact number of properties excluded from bins but is only approximately 
250 the majority of these are flats. I have been informed my property has been assessed however no one has been 
on my property to do this. What completely irritated me was on market day a representative of the contractors 
informed me global tracking systems were used to assess people’s gardens, which apparently was an untruth.  
Other issues to be aware of:  
A lady reasonably requested to have 2 of the smaller bins due to space issues, and was categorically told NO. We 
have compulsory water meters, and will be expected to wash some items being recycled so you will have increased 
water consumption therefore increased water bills.  
They make a big deal about the convenience of collection day is being moved to Monday, but the council do not 
expect their public servants to serve the public on a bank holiday. (Apparently they refuse to do so)  
Therefore bin days will be moved for more of us more frequently. (We were also informed that Faringdon is the only 
place in Oxfordshire who have householders that put their bins out on bank holidays and not the revised collection 
day) Totally accept this is a one sided view. 
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon Arts Festival - 13/7/10 
 
I went to the Poetry event featuring the Back Room Poets, which was very good with a some talented writers. What 
a pity more people did not attend, I think I was one of only three or four audience members.  
 
There was some confusion about the venue, I gather a few people were going to the Red Lion (as advertised) but 
not being directed to the Bell (The actual venue) but even so it must have been very disappointing for the 
performers to come here and be virtually ignored. 
 
HT 

 

Pictures of the Folly - 13/7/10 
 
What super Folly pictures the students produced for the Arts Festival. 
Does anyone know which have been chosen for their calendar? 
Name Supplied 

 



 

Canadian visit to Faringdon. 1st July - 13/7/10  
 
May I simply express my heartfelt thanks to Nick and his colleagues for hosting our visit to Faringdon on Thursday 
july 1st. The Canadian heritage specialists were really pleased with the frank discussion about issues in a small 
market town. It was a wonderful morning which preceeded our visit by boat to Kelmscott.  
Thank you once again for giving up your time to welcome the group on this occasion.  
Michael Breakell 

 

Pump Rooms - 13/7/10 
 
I hope many Faringdon residents got a chance to look inside the Pump Rooms over the Arts Festival weekend. It is 
a versatile set of rooms that are available for community use at very reasonable rates. Prices start as low as £6 per 
hour. We have availability for one off and regular bookings.  
The rooms can be used for a variety of things from children's parties and club meeting areas to formal meetings. 
Our bookings clerk is available Tuesday and Friday Mornings for further information.  
Please contact Val Sansford 01367242191 val@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Folly Calendars 2011 - 13/7/10 
 
The 2011 Faringdon calendar is a tribute to our most famous landmark. There are twelve beautiful photographs all 
taken by local photographers.  
They are hot off the press and available in Faringdon Community and Tourist Information Centre at £7.50 
Sally Thurston 

 

Arts Festival - 13/7/10 
 
We heard the town crier on stage in the market place on Sunday morning - singing madrigals & english folk songs 
with a group of friends. What a stunningly beautiful voice, and what a way to start the Sunday programme.  
It made my festival.  
Well done to the organisers for putting this kind of stuff on the stage as well.  
Name Supplied 

 

Lord Berners - 12/7/10 
 
What fun to see Lord Berners reincarnated and around Faringdon over the weekend.  
I guess he never had a pink pigeon on his hat- but he would have done if he'd thought of it I'm sure! 
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco's Planning application - 12/7/10 
 
Tescos planning application ]http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/tesco-dirty-tricks-and-the-battle-
over-a-new-store-in-rural-norfolk-2023130.html 
This makes interesting reading. 
Steve Bunce 

 

re: fuming and furious - 12/7/10 
 
I would like to say that my young children and I really enjoyed the weekend and my 4 year old already can't wait 
until next year! I was a little disappointed to see that the public toilets were closed on Friday night (to stop anti 
social behaviour apparently). It is a shame that there are people out there who don't appreciate the efforts made, 
but please be reassured that there are those of us who do.  
Both nights my children fell asleep eating their tea, (we left early with them being so young), and we as parents 



really appreciated that fact!!  
Please don't be discouraged by those who are ignorant enough to demonstrate the behaviour you mentioned, but 
take comfort in knowing that the efforts made were appreciated by those who will grow up to (hopefully) be better 
behaved at events like these, and influence their friends likewise!  
An event like this shows the community spirit that is rarely found elsewhere, which is why I look forward to bringing 
our children up here. 
Name Supplied 

 

Arts Festival  - 12/7/10 
 
Arts Festival Thanks for all of the hard work put in by a few for us all to enjoy. It was great to enjoy local talent. It is 
also good to make the point that the Market Square is for people as well as cars. 
Steve Bunce 

 

Arts Festival  - 11/7/10 
 
Thanks to everyone who must have worked so hard to make the Arts Festival happen. 
It was so much more than bands in the square this year. 
I loved the tint of Lord Berners events 
 
It looked as if the hostelries in the town centre did some good business - I hope so! 
Name Supplied 

 

Arts Festival CD available - 11/7/10 
 
A 22 track CD of mostly original material performed at the Arts Festival is available from the Portwell Angel - at just 
£5.00. (Feel free to pay more if you wish: all proceeds go to funding the Arts Festival). 
Nick Elwell 

 

Arts Festival  - 11/7/10 
 
Thanks to Everyone who helped with the Faringdon Arts Festival - with a tint of Berners. I had a great weekend and 
hope you did too.  
We are now planning The Arts Festival 2011. If you would like to be involved please let us know.  
We are looking for a small group of reliable individuals who will each take responsibility for one small section of 
everything that has to be done. 
Nick Elwell 

 

Arts Festival  - 11/7/10 
 
to add to the arts festival comment in the past years i have like the idea of a community coming together as one but 
this year all i seemed to do was trying to stop people from parking down our street it caused problems for residence 
cars coming and going out and when we had them parking across our drives that was the biscuit i phone police 
several times and one pertictaul car was outside my property all night blocking my drive way so i did not attend the 
arts festival this year and also wondered what the police were doing as it seemed to me that the arts festival was 
just a big pi** up if we were stood outside our own homes with drinks we would get a fine but people espeically kids 
were walking up and down the streets with drinks in there hands then getting rowdy .if you were to send round a 
letter to me asking weather or not i would like there to be one next year i would not sign it .but if you do have one 
next year it might be an idea to sort out approperate parking i was not impressed this year at all p.s i appologize for 
my lanauge and spelling 
Sandra 

 

More Recommendations for The Snooty Mehmaan - 11/7/10.  



 
Went at short notice on Friday night, without booking, to check it out - and received a very warm welcome, were 
well looked after by relaxed (and plenty of) staff, and great food - huge portions! Its not your average indian 
restaurant - they offer Thai too - so prices are a bit higher, but we were very happy with the attentive service, 
mountains of food and ambience. 
Already looking forward to our next visit, but will book ahead, by the time we left it was packed.  
Well done the Snooty Mehmann! 
Name Supplied 

 

Anyone wanting an allotment - 10/7/10 
 
I have a very long garden that I find difficult to keep on top of and would be happy for someone to use it as an 
allotment. The garden is on the centre of Faringdon. 
If anyone is interested please call Julie Farmer 01367 246003. 

 

Fuming & Furious  - 10/7/10 
 
I will be closing the Arts Festival Textile exhibition for the rest of the weekend because of the VILE evening I had 
tonight being harrassed by the antisocial behaviour of some young - albeit v young boys - and their couple of 
adoring female hangers on...who took no absolutely no notice of me, the stewards or even the medic who was 
trying to prevent themselves impaling themselves on the Punp Room Railings! You can ask a child NOT to do 
something, you can even try and prevent them them from coming into a building to cause trouble by asking - but 
you cannot take ANY other action because it is you who would suffer the consequences despite their anti-social 
behaviour... I am disgusted by their behaviour - and they were SO not - it was just FUN!!!  
 
Since I moved here I have given a lot to this community - It stops RIGHT now - and if your child had a ball tonight at 
the Arts Festival and went out wearing roller blades or with a scooter and then came back and bragged about how 
he had got one one over on some old bat or dipstick - Yes it was me - you might also ask him which of his friends 
defecated on purpose in the Pump Room Toilet floor ..... or was it just an accident by another casual user of the 
Pump Room tonight? Were you there with your children tonight, do you know where they were - or don't you even 
care.... aqnd if they had broken their back on the steps using roller blades or impaled theselves on the railings - 
who's fault would it have been - Oh mine of course! Community Spirit - I don't Think so - RIP the Arts Festival...if 
this behaviour is the best that Faringdon can offer! 
Name Supplied 

 

Thanks for the Tennis - 9/7/10 
 
Thank you to Alan Elbourn and Chris Hand for organising the Juniors Faringdon vs Shrivenham Competition.  
It was wonderful to see 16 of Oxfordshire's best young players making the game look so easy.  
Does anyone know when Faringdon will get its new courts and clubhouse? 
Name Supplied 

 

The Swan - 9/7/10 
 
does any one no wot is happening to the swan i see it has been sold is it going to be a pub again?  
Name Supplied 

 

FARINGDON FOLLIES: The Making of a Grand Eccentric - 8/7/10 
 
A play in two acts by Californian Playright Bob Canning This is a staged play reading like no other: taking place in 
the fresh produce section of BUDGENS, on Sunday 11th July 2010 , starting at 2pm .  
 
The Play is based on the life of our very own Lord Berners, aristocrat, polymath, and eccentric, who lived in 
Faringdon until his death in 1950.  
 



And true to the Spirit of Faringdon’s most famous eccentric, this ground-breaking event represents TWO world 
firsts: It will be the world’s first reading of the play; and it will be the first time that such a reading takes place in a 
Supermarket – during opening hours. Scope for lots of fresh HAM then! 
 
Well-known stage and screen actor Jeremy Bulloch will read the parts of three characters in the play, joining 
Faringdon Dramatic Society in this absolutely not-to-be-missed sparkler of an event.  
 
The playwright Bob Canning will fly over from California for the staged reading, and will also be available for 
questions. STOP PRESS: FARINGDON FOLLIES: The Making of Grand Eccentric has just won The Dr. Henry and 
Lilian Nesburn Playwright Award in the prestigious Beverly Hills Theatre Guild-Julie Harris Playwright Competition 
out of some 500 entries.  
 
WOW! An award-winning Play by an award-winning Playwright - and all about our very own Lord Berners - coming 
to Faringdon at a Supermarket near you ... Clearly - AN EVENT NOT TO BE MISSED !  
 
More information: Sjoerd Vogt 01367-241707 
 
TICKETS FROM THE PORTWELL ANGEL. £5 FOR SINGLE TICKET. £3 TOTAL FOR PAIR OF TICKETS! 
P.S. Your ticket gets you a chair with FOUR legs. If you choose to watch the Play for FREE (and you'd be very 
welcome) then you only get TWO legs - and they'll be hanging from your hips. And you may also find yourself trying 
to see the sage through a bunch of bananas ... 

 

Allotments  - 8/7/10 
 
The long waiting lists for local allotments have inspired a local gardener to approach Farmer Gow's with a request 
that the farm provides some more allotments for locals. The principle of local food for local people is one of the 
fundamental principles of the farm - and the idea therefore of providing such a service for locals is one that the farm 
is comfortable with.  
 
We would be grateful for your thoughts/comments/expressions of interest as to whether this is a one-off request or 
something that could be of real interest to the local community. 
Anne Gow 

 

Morris Dancers in Faringdon - 7/7/10 
 
I've just heard there will be Morris dancing at the Folly pub this evening (Wednesday) at 2100, and sometime before 
then in the Market Square 
Gene Webb 

 

Disgusting public toilets- response - 7/7/10 
 
There are no current plans to carry out any major works to these toilets but I am seeing with our facilities manager 
what we can schedule in during the next few weeks. I agree that the toilets do need some cosmetic repairs like to 
the walls and the lights in the gents and the graffiti. I hope to be able to carry out some work in the next month or 
so.  
 
Please note that four district councils across Oxfordshire have been working together to select a new contractor 
from 1 September which will provide a better standard of cleaning and some efficiencies as one toilet contractor 
(still tbc) will cover South Oxfordshire, the Vale, Cherwell and West Oxfordshire.  
 
Regards John Backley  
Shared Technical Manager Commercial Services  
Direct phone: 01491 823419 (South) or 01235 540443 (Vale) 

 

Dance workshops for Kids - 7/7/10 
 



New dates for Summer Holiday Dance workshops are as follows:  
Faringdon Leisure Centre  
Mon 9th - age 5 -7 (1pm - 3pm)  
Tues 10th - age 5 - 7 (9am - 11am), age 7 -11 (12pm - 4pm)  
Weds 11th age 7 - 11 (10am - 2pm)  
Thurs 12th age 11 - 16 (10am - 2pm)  
 
See http://www.faringdon.org/nvwhatson.htm for classes in Wantage 
 
If your child is 7 or 11 and falls into two age brackets please work on the following guidelines: Age 5 - 7 (years 1 
and 2) Age 7 - 11 (years 3 - 6) Age 11 - 16 (years 7 -11)  
Workshops are priced at £8 for 2 hour workshops (age 5 -7) and £16 for 4 hour workshops (7+).  
Family discount of 10% if two or more workshops are booked for siblings.  
To book a place please email myself at kealywhenray@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

Coloured doves  - 6/7/10 
 
I've heard a rumour that the Faringdon House doves are being dyed - especially for the Arts Festival. Let's hope 
they fly around the Market Square. 
Keep a look out 
Name Supplied 

 

Speedwatch - 6/7/10 
 
I've just had a warning letter from Speedwatch (Oxfordshire County Council) as they detected me driving above 
30mph on the Highworth Road. A bit of a surprise - I do aim to drive within the speed limits. 
I had no idea there were speed cameras on that road. 
Anyone know where? permanent or temporary? 
Name Supplied 

 

Ashmolean didn't win the prize - 6/7/10 
 
The Ashmolean museum won the online vote, but the prize went to the Ulster Museum 
http://www.artfundprize.org.uk/press/press-release-100630.php 
Name Supplied 

 

15 minute club contact  - 5/7/10 
 
The best way to contact the 15MC would be via the website, www.15minuteclub.co.uk. This provides a phone 
number, email and other contact info.  
Alternatively, just come along and chat - first Sunday of every month at The Red Lion from 8:00pm.  
We would love to see you there! 
Steve Wright 

 

New waste collection service- See the new bins and ask VWHDC 
questions - 5/7/10 
 
Tuesday 6th July 2010 (8.30 am – 1 pm) 
VWHDC are having a stall under the Old Town Hall to promote the new waste collection service for residents of the 
Vale which starts in October this year. The new bins will be on display 
 
Monday 12th July at 6.30 p.m. Public meeting in the Corn Exchange.  
A representative from Verdant will be here to answer resident’s queries and/or concerns about the new scheme 
which will commence on 4th October 2010.  



Faringdon Town Council 
 

RE: Snooty Mehmaan (was the Snooty Fox, Littleworth). -5/7/10.  
 
Went there on Sunday lunchtime for their £9.95 Buffet. Excellent food, really good service - would happily 
recommend. Everyone in our group of 10 was really impressed with the range and quality of the food. Staff were 
attentive and nothing was too much trouble for them. Beer is a bit expensive at £3.95 a pint, but wine reasonable at 
less than £12.00 a bottle for the stuff the ladies were drinking! 
Richard King 

 

Tesco's Planning application - 5/7/10 
 
You can see the paper documents at the Town Council Office- the office is open til 12.30 each weekday 
Gene Webb 

 

Jenny Barnes skydive - 5/7/10 
 
thank you very much to everyone who sponsored me on my skydive which was accomplished on saturday at hinton 
skydive centre brackley northants.a magnificent total of £1204.60 was raised in aid of save the children with more 
pledges to collect. 
the signed manchester united football was won by mrs buckingham of clanfield and the signed pennant was won by 
m duffy of witney. the draw was made by my instructor at hinton skydiving centre. 
so once again thank you all very much. 
Jenny Barnes 

 

15 minute club - who to contact  - 3/7/10 
 
Does anyone have an e mail address for The 15 minute club ? . 
As I have a query ....Thank you 
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco's Planning application - 2/7/10 
 
The Tesco's application is now up and running, according to the Vale's website. The link to the pages is: 
http://planning.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/dcapplication/application_detailview.aspx?KEYVAL=L2CX65B
YC0000&module=P3&hidereturn=true  
The website contains electronic copies of all the application plans, documents etc. 
Jeremy Flawn 

 

New local jogging group for complete beginners - 2/7/10 
 
A new jogging group, for complete beginners is starting up in Faringdon on Monday evenings at 7pm from the 
Faringdon Leisure Centre starting Monday 26th July 2010.  
 
The group is lead by a “Run in England” qualified jog leader as part of the “Run in England” partnership with GO 
Active (Get Oxfordshire Active). GO Active aims to encourage adults to lead more active lifestyles and believes 
"getting active is about having more energy; socializing; feeling good about yourself; enjoying yourself and perhaps 
improving fitness, health or achieving goals. It’s not all about training for marathons or competing at the top but if 
that’s your ultimate aim then great!”  
 
Everyone is welcome to join up, whatever their age, size or ability. A fully trained group leader will make sure that 
you are well looked after and having loads of fun.  
The first 10 sessions will cost £2 each, which will go towards your Run in England membership.  



If you’d like to give it a go, please contact Anna Capel-Davies, (GO Active Coordinator in the Vale) on 01235 
540377 or anna.capel-davies@whitehorsedc.gov.uk. 

 

Battle of the bands - 2/7/10 
 
Last night battle of the bands at the F.C.C. We heard some fantastic new bands with an age range of 12yrs-
18yrs.The Sound and lighting were of a high standard and the audience of about 100 much appreciated this.  
Then came the voting which for the first time was cast by the audience. The surprising winners were "Phenominal"  
So Faringdon, for something new and very different catch them when they open proceedings in the Market Square 
for the Faringdon Arts Festival(with a tint of Lord Berners)on Friday 9th July, 6pm.  
Over £150 was raised for the music department at the F.C.C. Many thanks to the college who allowed us to use the 
facilities at no cost. 
A big thanks to Westy and Nial  
Have a happy and enjoyable festival. 
Sam Prince 

 

Monks walk - 2/7/10 
 
I understood it to be the path behind Gloucester House, which was a grange in medieval times.It runs between high 
walls up towards the church,and the monks used it to get from Gloucester House to the church. At a later date 
someone told me it was a 'fruit walk' for Faringdon House.I like to think there is some truth in the original story, and 
they could both be right.  
Kay Fox 

 

Monks walk - 2/7/10 
 
I look out at Monk's Walk every day.  
It runs from Gloucester Street car park straight to the west end door of All Saints Church. The southern wall was 
built recently in 1520 to form a horse paddock for the Crown Hotel. The northern wall is considerably older, 
probably Cistercian circa 1220. A corridor linking the Crown's kitchen to the greenhouses beyond the Faringdon 
House swimming pool runs deep underneath Monk's Walk. 
John Gillman 

 

Where is Monks walk - 1/7/10 
 
please can anyone tell me where monks walk is in faringdon thanks  
Name supplied 
ED(GW) Not heard of one in Faringdon, but there is in Lechlade( see Google maps) - past the Trout on the right, 
before Mill Lane 

 

Found: a guinea pig in Highworth Road area faringdon - 1/7/10 
 
Some one must have lost a small white and grey long haired guinea pig in the Highworth Road area of Faringdon. 
In the early hours of Thursday morning, one of my cats brought it into my house.  
Unfortunately it has a leg wound and is currently being looked after at the Danetree Vets in Coxwell Road.  
If this is your guinea pig please contact the vets on 01367 242777 
Katrina Campbell 

 

Potholes R Us! - 1/7/10 
 
'Map' of potholes?  
Surely it's a joke?  
It isnt a joke?  



No? 
Then perhaps it's some ploy to avoid liability in the event of damage or accident...caused by potholes 
 
name supplied  
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Poor BBC reception - 30/8/10 
 
I know this has come up in past posts, but do we continue to be the only folk in Faringdon who cannot get decent 
BBC reception (we just can't get a decent reception - nothing worth watching).  
I would be grateful for any advice and/or a recommendation for a reliable TV/aerial professional.  
 
Name Supplied 

 

Re: Cricket/Rugby pitches - 30/8/10 
 
How long it's going to take? Well how long's a piece of string?  
However you can see the plans on VWHDC website Planning section, Public Access. Application GFA/19883/6-D. 
Put this in the second line of the form. Have fun it takes some searching.  
Name Supplied 

 

New cricket pitch? - 29/8/10 
 
Walked Buster round the Folly this morning and decided to take a look at how things are progressing with the new 
Cricket / Rugby pitch down on Folly Park - I am really impressed with the grassed area that will be (I assume) the 
Cricket pitch and wanted to find out more,  
however on returning home to try and find out what the project will finally look like when it is completed I can't find a 
thing !!  
 
Anyone out there know what is going to be happening or where I can get more info, as it would be splendid to have 
an idea when I need to knock the cobwebs off my old Rugby boots (Wife has just fallen off her chair laughing !!)  
Would be very grateful if someone can direct me to a site that gives this info - ta.  
Huigh Cookson 

 

a big thank you - 29/8/10 
 
to eve cowx. for sendin £20 all the way from norway. to help buy prizes for our next african childrens fund bingo. 
which will be held on thurs 9th sept in corn exchange faringdon. doors open at 7pm eyes down 7.30.  
soft drinks will be available children welcome. 
if anyone has any unwanted bottles. chocolates. or gifts. i would be very grateful.please call Debbie on 
07772611136  

 

Bus drivers- 27/8/10 
 
The fault lies not with the drivers but with the appalling layout of the 'improved' Market Place. Personally I think we 
are very lucky to have a bus service that comes through the Market Place at all. The unnecessarily large area of 
paving around the Old Town Hall, and the widened pavements make it difficult for any large vehicle to negotiate, let 
alone a bus. Perhaps you should try driving one, or just ask the drivers what they think of it.  
 
Name Supplied  

 

You cannot be serious!!- 28/8/10 



. 
Accusing Bus Drivers of not being able to position their buses correctly in the Market Place has to be one of the 
most unreasonable comments ever. 
I'm sure they would be quite capable of taking the ideal line round Faringdon's roads if other people would stop 
driving or parking on them 
Name supplied 

 

Found - small cat, mainly black with white bib, white tummy and white 
socks - 27/8/10.  
 
Can't tell the gender as he/she is a bit skittish but very friendly. Has been hanging around the Coleshill Drive area 
for the last couple of weeks. Sits outside our door and meows a lot but can't take him/her in as our toms would eat it 
for breakfast! No collar.  
 
Can email photo if you think it might be your cat. If she/he is still around tomorrow morning, I might take to vet to 
see if chipped, but do let me know if you've got a cat matching this description, more so I don't worry about it being 
homeless and starving!  
Jen Farquhar  
ED(GW) if you want to get in touch email the website and I'll pass the message on 

 

Sandwich Fillers is great - 26/8/10 
 
I took my 5 children into Phillers for lunch today, and just wanted to let everyone know how fabulous it was. 
Delicious food and marvelous service, all at a reasonable price. What more could you ask for?! We shall definately 
be having lunch there again.  
Emma Riddle 

 

To those complaining about the post office: - 26/8/10  
 
I think you should read this story in the local press showing the stresses they work under: 
http://www.heraldseries.co.uk/news/hswantagenews/8342577.Grieving_husband_calls_for_Post_Office_review/  
Name Supplied 

 

Snooty Mehman - 6/8 
 
Went to the restaurant for the first time- the best indian food I've ever tasted. 
Name Supplied 
btw MEHMAAN means 'someone who comes to our house suddenly without any notice' I thought it meant FOX 

 

Bus drivers - 25/8/10 
 
When will the bus drivers in Faringdon learn which side of the road they are supposed to be driving on?!  
I witness appalling driving on their part in the market place on a daily basis - surely if someone is incapable of 
positioning their vehicle correctly then they should not be employed in such a capacity?!  
If the average car driver drove their vehicle as incompetently and illegally as the local bus drivers, I'm sure they 
would rack up points on their licence in no time at all! 
Name supplied 

 

Has my cat Bitsy moved into your house? - 25/8/10 
 
She went missing from Marines Drive Faringdon at the end of July and may be making her way back to Watchfield.  
White and Black female age 6 with distinctive black mark below nose. Has been neutered.  
Any sightings please email me dl872williams@hotmail.co.uk 



 

Community Message from Thames Valley Police. ARREST FOR DRUG 
DEALING - 25/8/10 
 
A 20 year male was arrested after officers attended an address in Faringdon following a report of drug dealing. The 
male produced a bag of cannabis. A search of the property was then carried out and 10 deals of herbal cannabis in 
a carrier bag were found and 15 further deals of herbal cannabis were also seized.  
Please continue to be vigilant and report anything you deem suspicious in to the Police on 08458 505 505.  
Thank you. Message ends.  

 

Damage to Bus Shelters, Park Road - 25/8/10 
 
Don't think this is the first time the bus shelters have been vandalised. 
It's a shame - but it maybe time to decide either to get rid of them or build something more robust 
Name Supplied 

 

P Plate accident - again  
 
in fact I player will have "cops cars and criminals" about exactly the kinda thing it could well be  
Name Supplied 

 

New (kind of!) business networking group in Faringdon - 24/8/10 
 
4Networking is a national business networking community with over 200 groups around the UK. The Faringdon 
group has been running at Carswell Golf Club for over three years now, but is moving closer to the town centre 
from September.  
 
Its new home is Sudbury House Hotel and we are really looking forward to expanding the group and welcoming 
new members. 4N is a very different type of networking group that encourages members to build relationships. As 
well as being a great way of finding new clients, it's very sociable and fun too!  
 
The first meeting at Sudbury House takes place on Thursday 2nd September between 8am and 10am and anyone 
in business is welcome to come along and find out more - it will only cost you a couple of hours and £10 for your 
breakfast.  
 
You can find out lots more about 4Networking on the website: www.4networking.biz - or contact me, Alison on 
01367 888229, email alison@theprooffairy.com 

 

Rotary Information Evening - 24/8/10 
 
Following last year's successful Information Evening the Rotary Club of Faringdon & District is again holding a 
similar event at the Sudbury House Hotel in Faringdon at 7.30pm on Wednesday 13th October 2010.  
 
Since last year's Information Evening the local Rotary Club has helped Santa travel around the district on Thomas, 
contributed to the Haiti disaster by sending Shelter Boxes & Aqua Boxes, held a curry night at the Gulshan 
Restaurant in Shrivenham to raise $1,000 towards the international appeal for eradication of polio and also donated 
to local charities such as Maggie's Cancer Charity, Root and Branch, local Scouts and many other local worthy 
causes.  
 
But Rotary is not all about charitable works, we also have fun. We helped out at the Fairford Air Show, hosted the 
Buscot Fun Runs, held an Antiques Road Show evening, organised an evening with a Welsh Male Voice Choir, 
gone on evening walks (usually ending at a pub) and play skittles from time to time.  
 
Does this interest you: socialising, getting actively involved in helping those less fortunate than yourself at home 



and abroad and at the same time enjoying entertaining and informative evenings out?  
 
If the answer is 'Yes' then the Information Evening is designed to let you know not just about the good works and 
fund raising but also about the fun and community spirit that can be gained whilst getting involved.  
 
If Rotary is for you then you will find that you are part of a large international organisation with a membership of 
more than 1.2 million people in over 200 countries. In Great Britain and Ireland there are more than 1,840 clubs.  
 
If you want to find out more then contact this year's President Rodney Benson on 01367 243864 or Vice President 
Glyn James on 01367 810569 

 

Damage to Bus Shelters, Park Road - 24/8/10 
 
As many people will have already noticed, two bus shelters in Park Road near Volunteer Way have been 
vandalized, one very seriously. Faringdon Town Council has provided these bus shelters as a service to people 
wishing to use the buses but yet again damage such as this has caused a great inconvenience to those people and 
has created extra costs to the Town Council. Town Council has reported this damage to the police and asks 
anyone who saw anything over the weekend of the 20-22 August which could be helpful in solving how this damage 
occurred, to please contact the police on 0845 8505 505.  
Thank you.  
Faringdon Town Council  

 

Congratulations to Faringdon Skaters - 24/8/10 
 
Congratulations to Faringdon Skaters achieving grades in their GCSE's Hard work paying off.  
So proud of you all  
Dee and Steve England 

 

Community Awards nominations by 3/9/10 - 24/8/10 
 
Don't forget to nominate your Group, Business and Hero in the Community Awards. Nominations close 3 /9/2010.  
Forms and nomination box situated in Faringdon Comunity and Tourist Information Centre in the reception area of 
the Council Office.  
Sally Thurston 

 

RADAR keys - 24/8/10 
 
Faringdon Community and Tourist Information Centre now has RADAR keys in stock. They cost £4.50. Proof of 
disability is required.  
 
ED(GW) The National Key Scheme (NKS) offers independent access to disabled people to around 7,000 locked 
public toilets around the country. RADAR would like all providers of accessible toilets to keep their toilets unlocked 
if at all possible. The NKS is suggested for use only if the provider concerned has to keep the toilets locked to stop 
vandalism and misuse. 
Sally Thurston 

 

Coach outing to national arboretum - 23/8/10 
 
David and Margot manning are running a coach to the national memorial arboretum which comprises 150 acres of 
trees and memorials.The armed forces memorial at the arboretum,s heart is a striking and emotive tribute giving 
recognition to and thanks for those who have died whilst on duty or as a result of terrorist action since the end of 
the second world war. 
the date of this trip is 16th october 2010 leaving faringdon market place 7.45am returning approximately 
7.00pm.cost approximately £18-00. 
for further information please call David or Margot on 01367244853.  



Micahel Barnes 
 

P Plate accident - 23/8/10.  
 
Sounds alot like a rear end scam. People cause accidents to young / new drivers, mothers and older drivers, and 
get the insurance to pay. If you think it was suspicious pass details on to the police. Also I would question the 
legality of the "admitting fault" paper. Not that its going to help the premium but still 
Name Supplied 

 

P Plate Drivers Beware - 22/8/10 
 
After passing her driving test we gave our grand-daughter a car but insisted she advertised her inexperience by 
displaying a P Plate 
Three days after getting her car she was involved in an accident with another female driver.. Within minutes the 
other driver's parents arrived on the scene with a form for my grand-daughter to sign admitting the accident was her 
fault. 
Was it a coincidence or a scam ? 
The insurance company paid out over £7,000 as the other driver claimed she suffered whiplash injuries! 
Golden Rule for any drivers ... DON'T SIGN ANYTHING !  
Name Supplied 

 

Lovely day and thanks - 22/8/10 
 
We have had just had a lovely day.  
We had our children Baptised at All Saints Church this morning and hit a few snags with late arrivals and potty 
training children, but everyone was so patient and supportive that nothing was really an issue. So Thank you to all 
involved.  
We then held a childrens party at Faringdon Football Club. It was a perfect venue for a childrens party, friendly, in a 
safe environment, with carparking nearby and lovely helpful staff.  
The last person to get a mention would have to be Dale of Dales Disco's. He was a hit with the kids, organised 
games, had more adults up dancing than I thought possible, and kept everyone involved.  
Thank you all so much for a lovely day. There are good people in Faringdon, and more of you should get a mention.  
Sherrie Morgan 

 

Post office - 22/8/10 
 
Oops, I take back my comment about squeezing down the narrow aisle in the paper shop to get to the post office 
counter - popped into the post office a couple of days ago and what do I see, the wider of the aisles in the paper 
shop is now piled high with discount booze. Just what Faringdon needs, eh?? Silly me, I thought it was a paper & 
sweetie shop. 
 
Name supplied  

 

Portwell Angel - 22/8/10 
 
Just wanted to report on visit to Portwell Angel on Sun 22nd Aug, given the recent comments made.  
 
It was lovely to sit outside and watch the world go by, and the barman even provided table service to us outside. 
Not only that, but they've now installed a ramp to the entrance (which helped me get the pushchair in easily).  
 
A thoroughly lovely afternoon was had and I hope other Faringdonians appreciate it as much as me.  
Name Supplied 

 



Health consultations 
 
It's been a long time since I updated the Talking Health pages on this site. 
 
You can now see the latest FAP Health group minutes, and an update from the Vale Consortium re new GP 
services 
AND 
Many opportunities to respond to consultations from the PCT. 
I have to say I am somewhat sceptical about the worth of these. Part of me believes our views are not taken into 
account however many of us respond, but then I think might as well do it anyway - you never know. 
The PCT and NHS seem to be 'engagement' crazy at the moment 
 
So do express your views. Just maybe the newly structured health service, led by GPs will benefit places like 
Faringdon. 
Gene Webb 

 

Post office - 21/8/10 
 
It seems slightly over dramatic to suggest Faringdon could lose its Post Office as there are still far smaller Post 
Offices in the area which serve smaller populations. I am prepared to believe it is not the job it used to be though. 
As I understand it the Post Office Counter operation is a sort of franchise attached to the Post Office. Otherwise the 
Sorting Centre would be an ideal place to have a Post Office Counter. 
 
The accessability of the Faringdon PO internally and the fact I cannot park nearby if I have a number of packages 
to send mean it is far simpler to use Stanford ITVs excellant PO or Southmoor's main office which can offer 
passports etc. without going into a town or city, brilliant. Thus the poor access to Faringdon PO sends me out of 
town. It is this drip drip of ease or not of trade that is so damaging to a shopping centre.  
 
The parking situation does not help as out of towners are not encouraged in. Once again we are hamstrung by 
narrow roads otherwise London Street could be a one way street and parking then possible. I cannot see the top of 
Stanford Road and then turning into the narrows as a good option for the few trucks that find thier way up to the top 
of town.  
 
With some imagination from the planners the creation of the new housing estates could have produced a route 
around the outside of the centre of town reducing the traffic on London Street etc. Indeed it would have been 
feasable to total redirecting most of the through traffic away to roads created which were suited to modern traffic. 
The only access that would remain awkward would have been to Witney. Sadly spot bots cannot see so far so the 
opprtunity was missed, or has it?  
Money? Get Tesco to pay for it. 
Alan Hitchcock  

 

Thames Valley Police Force Open Day 4th September - 21/8/10 
 
Thames Valley Police is opening its doors to the public this year for the fifth year running. 
An open day is being held on Saturday 4 September 2010 between 10.00am and 4.00pm, at Thames Valley Police 
Training Centre in Sulhamstead near Reading.  
 
The open day aims to help promote greater understanding of the work of the various departments and specialist 
roles within the Force.  
The public will have the opportunity to look around the Force Museum, which is packed with the history of Thames 
Valley Police, and get the chance to meet some of the officers from the Force’s specialist departments.  
 
Admission is £2.50 per adult and under 16s go free. No dogs, except guide dogs, are allowed on site. Parking at 
the site is limited and will be available on a first-come-first-served basis. Disabled access is available.  
 
Officers will be on hand to give a personal insight into their role and work; the majority of which the public might not 
be aware of because it goes on behind-the-scenes. One of the main attractions of the day is the police helicopter 
which will be manned by the Chiltern Air Support Unit.  



 
The Roads Policing department will be present with various vehicles, while the mounted and dog sections will also 
be in attendance. Displays will take place throughout the day 

 

Lost terrier - 20/8/10 
 
Has anyone seen a small terrier that was lost on the 20th August at Wicklesham Farm still with lead attached as 
she bolted chasing a rabbit!!  
Her name is matty.  
Thanks  
Tom allen-stevens  

 

Re 2 things (Name supplied) - 20/8/10 
 
About joining the National Women's Register. Not sure what your issue is with the Portwell Angel - it's been offered 
to us as a free meeting venue but we may well decide to meet in other public places or in people's houses, which is 
what most NWR groups do. The Portwell is just a convenient place for an initial meeting - somewhere neutral so no 
one worries about going to a stranger's house. At that meeting we'll decide where and when future ones will 
happen.  
 
Please do contact me off list for more details ... even if you don't want to come to the Portwell I'd be happy to let 
you know where future meetings with happen!  
My email is alisonuk@gmail.com or call me on 01367 888229  

 

Follow the Vale on Twitter - 18/8/10 
 
Why not keep up to date with all the news from the Vale of White Horse District Council by following us on Twitter. 
Twitter is a social networking tool used by many individuals and businesses simply to let friends and customers 
know what's going on. If you Tweet, or simply like to be kept up to date about what is going on, why not follow us?  
You'll receive news updates (including about the new waste service), emergency information, details of events, 
links to press releases and other useful information.  
To follow us simply go to www.twitter.com/WhiteHorseDC  

 

Vodaphone - 17/8/10  
 
the vodafone genarator, not the correct spelling i know! its down due to the electrical side of it going wrong,  
also i do think its wrong to be out of action for the amount of time it has been! 
ryan enevoldsen 

 

Posts removed - 16/8/10 
 
There have been recent posts on this site about the postal delivery personnel.  
I have just been informed that the initial critical post received was malicious and NOT sent by the person named in 
the post.  
Subsequently this and all related posts have been removed. 
Ed 

 

Weekend job wanted - 16/8/10 
 
I'm looking for a weekend job within Faringdon.  
I'm a teenager who is of an age to be able to work legally. I'm a very hard working person and extremely keen to 
start working.  
If anybody knows of any job positions available, please do reply.  



Thank you  
hi.me.bonj@hotmail.co.uk  

 

Portwell Angel is great - 16/8/10 
 
I think the Portwell Angel is great. 
It hosts lost of musical events and displays a variety of artwork. It is well furnished and staffed by friendly young 
people. 
Lovley view of the Market Place too. 
I do hope it continues to be successful 
Name Supplied 

 

Battle of the Bands Festival and Family Day at Pentylands Park, 
Highworth - 15/8/10 
 
Starting 11 am, music starts from 12 am with Locomotion starting the event then 8 bands competing and solo acts 
performing over two stages.  
Lots of other stands/bar/refreshments and fair/children's activities.  
FREE EVENT 

 

2 things - 15/8/10 
 
1/ I would really really like to join the National Womens Register, but there is not a cat in hells chance that I will ever 
set foot in the Portwell.  
 
2/ The Post Office is in a place it shouldn't be. We had a brilliant purpose built PO, they moved it over Christmas 
and New Year when we couldn't complain.  
I'm not surprised that anyone working there is unhappy, I avoid it like the plague unless I have no choice. 
Name Supplied 

 

Post - 15/8/10 
 
Our postman for Marlborough St is wonderful. 
 
I'm not a frequent user of the post office, but recently I went in there the young woman who served me was very 
cheerful and helpful 
Name Supplied 

 

Post office - 15/8/10 
 
The post office personnel have a very stressful job, as there are many imminent closures of post offices in tranches 
throughout the country so their jobs are insecure. In addition there seems to be a very peculiar pay structure and 
their pay is being stealthily reduced. Also they are packed into the back of the paper shop like sardines in a tin. 
Looks like they barely have room to pass one another they are so cramped. What a difference from the reasonably 
sized post office in Marlborough Street.  
 
While we are on the subject of the post office/paper shop though; is there any reason why we have to queue along 
the narrow passage where the magazines are, and where people like to browse? Wouldn't it be more sensible to 
queue down the other, wider, aisle? Just a thought.  
 
Name supplied 

 

Parking on double yellow lines- 15/8/10  



 
Whoever wrote "Parking on double yellow lines- 8/8/10 Just a Warning to all who park on double yellow lines and 
park on pavements.You're car will not be covered.. is probably wrong.  
If name supplied would like to contact me I'll be happy to explain. nick@bordengate.com  
Nick Elwell 

 

Unhappy post office - 14/8/10 
 
Am so glad it is not just me!  
I got married after moving to faringdon and some of my bills were in my maiden name. When I tried to pay one with 
my son in arms one day I met with some rather ugly comments about single parents!  
I have also since been asked if I'm sure I can afford to pay out money! This person does not know me at all, and I 
have gone out of town to pay bills and only use the post office here as a last resort! 
Name Supplied 

 

Portwell Angel - great night - 14/8/10 
 
Great night at the Portwell Angel on Friday. With some traditional Irish and English folk songs. Rousing renditions 
by Nial and Andrew, with Fiona and Co. adding to the evening from a wide ranging repertoire.  
Much vocal joining in from the audience on the choruses. Splendid night, high on the feelgood factor.  
 
When's the next one?  
Remember Hams Theessink is at the Portwell Angel on Wednesday 1st Sept. A chance to see this award 
nominated performer in an intimate venue.www.theessink.com  
Tickets are limited and are selling steadily. Only priced at £5.  
Contact the Portwell on 01367-248030. 
Sam Prince 

 

African bingo - 14/8/10 
 
Just like to say a big thank you. to everyone who has supported the african childrens fund bingo. its picking up 
nicely. 
but we are still in need of donations for our raffle. so if anyone has any bottles, chocolates or unwanted gifts  
could you please call Debbie on 07772611136  
next bingo is on 9th september in the corn exchange faringdon doors open at 7pm eyes down 7.30. children 
welcome. 
thanks again.  
Debbie 

 

Need Planning advice? - 10/8/10 
 
Town planning is becoming an increasingly complex process. Householders, objectors, landowners and developers 
need advice from someone who knows the way around the complexities of the planning system and local 
government. I am a chartered town planner, a Member of the Royal Town Planning Institute, and have 30 years 
experience in local government as a senior planner. I am now working as a planning consultant.  
 
I have been involved at all levels of the planning system, from local planning policy work to dealing with planning 
applications over a wide range of commercial, residential and householder proposals. Part of my work has been in 
assessing the development potential of property and land, and has included interaction with a wide range of people 
including architects, developers, planning committee members and Town and Parish councillors. My knowledge of 
how the council planning system works places me in an ideal position to offer consultation and advice on planning 
issues large or small.  
 
I can offer advice to neighbours who want to object to a planning application in their area and can help in getting 
their points across in an effective way. For landowners, I can also identify the planning constraints on land and 
property, and can advise on development potential, so that time and money isn't wasted on drawing up 



inappropriate plans.  
 
If you think I can help you, please ring me - Jane Randle - on 01491 839568, or email randlejane0@gmail.com 

 

Aquarobics - 10/8/10 
 
I don't know long long she's been there or what her name is but the woman who teaches aquarobics at Faringdon 
Leisure Centre on Tuesday nights from 8pm is fabulous.  
I got the shock of my life when I expected a bit of serene floating to a bit of 80's pop music and instead ended up 
being very much put through my paces in a sort of Boot Camp manner.  
Highly recommended. Class had at least 20 of us in it.  
Mel 

 

Found in playground Coleshill Drive - 9/8/10 
 
iphone with cover.  
Handed into Faringdon police station by the boys who found it. 
Catherine Robinson 

 

National Womens Register in Faringdon - 8/8/10 
 
The Faringdon Branch of the NWR (National Women’s Register) has its first ever meeting on Tues 7th September, 
7.30pm at the Portwell Angel.  
This is a new, friendly group for women of all ages who want to find their own space and enjoy lively discussion on 
a wide range of topics.  
 
Come along to find out more about the NWR, and help us decide when, where and how often we should meet!  
We will also have our first “ice breaker” discussion: What I read during the summer – confess what you actually 
read on the beach/in your hotel/ or in your back garden during the summer break.  
All women welcome!  
Just come along on the night or call Alison Neale on 01367 888229 or email alisonuk@gmail.com for more details. 

 

News on Faringdon SK8 - 8/8/10 
 
I am please to say that the group is going very well, following our AGM in June, we now have a elected committee 
and are a fully constituted group . We are busy apply for funding and things are looking promising.  
 
You can also look us up on Face book and become a friend of Faringdon SK8, this will mean you will be able to be 
keep up to date with any developments and possibly consult with our ‘friends’ on any future decisions.  
Thanks Ruth  
( Chair Faringdon SK8 ) 

 

Parking - 8/8/10  
 
I wonder where we will park when the Bins have taken over ???????????????? 
Name Supplied 

 

Budgens curry - 8/8/10 
 
Oh Dear Oh dear 
Am I the only person to notice the best supermarket curry in the world has changed to the worst.  
Budgens what have you done ?????????  
Name Supplied 



 

Call for local writers - 8/8/10 
 
The White Horse Writers Guild is a new group that aims to support local writers in the Faringdon area. If you are a 
writer, or would like to develop your writing in any genre, be it poetry, short stories or novel-length works, please 
contact us to get in touch with other like-minded people.  
 
The group will aim to meet at least once a month to discuss writing and popular published works, offer advice on 
manuscripts and publishing submissions and to review the work of guild members in the spirit of offering creative 
advice and support.  
The WHWG is an informal and friendly group, and welcomes everyone regardless of genre or experience. There 
are no fees as the group is entirely voluntary and non-profit.  
 
If you would like to find out more please contact Paul New at whwg@talktalk.net 

 

Parking on double yellow lines- 8/8/10  
 
Just a Warning to all who park on double yellow lines and park on pavements.You're car will not be covered..You're 
insurance will be invalid by you're insurance company as stated in the small print on the terms of conditions.and 
road traffic act,so next time your packed up in London street for fish & chips or cakes it could cost you lots of money 
if someone hits your car.. 
Thought i would bring this to your attentions. 
Name Supplied 

 

When can I burn garden rubbish? - 6/8/10 
 
Anyone know if I can burn garden rubbish (cut a long time ago). Is there a time when I can burn, late at night early 
in the morning. 
All help appreciated.  
Julie Farmer 

 

Car Parking - 4/8/10  
 
It does not matter who you are or what you have done in the past - if you break the law, you deserve to get 
punished. If you are entitled to a legal space then apply for one and use it, but don't whine if you get a ticket for 
parking illegally.  
 
I have a great deal of respect for War Pensioners. Furthermore, anyone who is disabled and needs a parking space 
outside their house will get no complaint from me, but I have no respect for people who break the law. I wouldn't go 
as far as to report people to the police - if I did that, I would be on the phone all day! But just because I don't report 
it, doesn't mean I approve.  
 
We may not like all the traffic regulations - I certainly don't agree with all of them. But if you break the law, you have 
to accept the consequences. 
Name Supplied 

 

Raffle prizes wanted - 3/8/10 
 
raffle prizes needed for our bingo. in aid of african childrens fund on 12th august in the corn exchange. doors open 
7pm eyes down 7.30. 
if u have any unwanted gifts.bottles or chocolates. we would be very greatful. 
please call debbie on 07772611136 or 01367 241509  

 



Kosovo petition- 3/8/10 
 
I am involved with a charity called Hope and Aid Direct - Hope and Aid Direct takes humanitarian aid mainly to 
Kosovo, twice a year. In Kosovo there is a Roma camp located near a lead mine. They were placed there by the 
UN in 1999 when the war ended, only for 45 days as it was an unsafe place to live.  
They are still there 11 years later. 89 people have died during this time, of lead poisoning and a young lad is in 
hospital right now - his 9th admission in 12 months.  
 
I am hoping to visit this camp when I go to Kosovo in October - it would so fantastic to hear they are able to move to 
a safe place when we go in October.  
Please do read and sign the petition if you feel able. http://www.thepetitionsite.com/5/Save-Children-Dying-From-
Lead-Poisoning 
Sarah Oliver 

 

Pill Box blast - 3/8/10 
 
Someone asked about the latest on the pill box blast. According to the Thames Valley Police website 
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/newsevents/newsevents-pressreleases/newsevents-pressreleases-
item.htm?id=140918  
the police are trying to trace the owner of a jug found in the pill box. There is a picture on the website 
Name Supplied 

 

Vodafone - 2/8/10  
 
People maybe interested in this email thread of communication I have had with one part of Vodafone.  
 
From me 
Having been without a signal in Faringdon during a three day period last week it has now gone again.  
www.faringdon.org reports several people leaving Vodafone to O2. Please....when will the signal come back? To 
date your customer service has been appalling. 
 
It really would be a good idea if you communicated with the people in Vodafone’s PAYG customer service 
department. They responded to me days ago. Vodafone’s customer service is really awful. 
 
From Vodaphone 
I appreciate your comment however Vodafone PAYG are a seperate part of the company to Vodafone Corporate 
and we do not have access to each others systems. Also as the mobile number you quoted on your email is a 
corporate number we had no reason to suspect you would have already discussed this with the PAYG department 
and therefore had no reason to contact them regarding your email. I have had a look at the coverage in this post 
code area and can confirm that the mast in the area is working perfectly fine and that I can see no issues at 
present. If you have any further enquiries please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Dear Samantha, I too can confirm that all is working well today, but this does not detract from the fact that we have 
had three extended periods of zero reception recently. Surely I am not the only person who has both a business 
phone and a private phone with Vodafone. When there is a problem I obviously register it for both accounts. It is 
quite simply ludicrous that, more than once, I have been the conduit for information passing between the two 
separate parts of Vodafone. This just emphasises the point I made earlier, “Vodafone customer service is really 
awful”. Regards Ifor  
 
Ifor Phillips 

 

Car Parking - 2/8/10  
 
It may amuse thingy, but it was muted to ban all parking in London Street. Then there was the prospect of 
increased traffic speed. So, you now need traffic calming, ergo irritating chicanes down the road.  
Result, no one can park and the obstructions remain, so no gain there then.  



Faringdon to become a giant car park? Well, we do need one! 
Mike Perks 

 

Charity bags...... - 2/8/10  
 
Well done Colin, The Sally Anne do good work, they have a great brass band too. 
Mike Perks 

 

Time for a rant - A note to cyclists. 2/8/10 
 
Please stay off the town's pavements and on the road where cars, horses and bicycles belong. If it isn't a 
designated cycle path it is for the use of pedestrians.  
If you still insist on cycling on the pavement please have the courtesy, as just a few of you do, to make way for 
pedestrians whose right of way it is.  
Thank you. 
Ifor Phillips 

 

Weston-Super-Mare.- 2/8/10 
 
We've just returned from a long weekend at W-S-M. I know it is a popular day trip venue and we enjoyed it.. 
It has a restored Grand Pier, Steam Fair, Observation Wheel and a Sand Sculpture exhibition in addition to the 
usual sea side attractions. 
But the Grand Pier is not yet open and non-one including the TIC seems to have any idea when it will be. 
Also the whole of the front is one gigantic building site and access to the promenade is very difficult for anyone with 
a mobility problem. Again no-one knows when the work will be finished but my guess would be months rather than 
weeks. 
Next year,once again, it will be a great place for a day trip 
This year, unfortunately, it isn't ! 
Name Supplied 

 

Charity bags...... - 2/8/10  
 
about 4 weeks ago i had 5 different charity bags put through door in one day... 
Name supplied 
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Re Police targetting the young- 30/9/10 
 
Oh please! I also saw the 'CSO's (I think you will find it is PCSO's) that night. The poor kids you speak of were yes, 
doing impressive tricks, ON THE PATH WITH NO LIGHTS, dangerous for them and other pedestrians don't you 
think. If you and your dog had been hit by one of the poor little darlings, it would have been a different 
story...."where were the Police, why did they not stop these idiots performing on a footpath with no lights and at 
night". Can not win can they. And, if you had bothered speaking to the PCSO's, you would have been told how a 
group of drunk youths had been in the Market Place about 20 minutes earlier frightening the hell out of someone, 
and throwing eggs around. If you had bothered and not used your 'perspective', you would have heard one of the 
PCSO's explaining to the kids on bikes about not wanting to spoil the fun but how she was concerned about the 
safety of the kids and other pedestrians. There was no 'stop and search', simply friendly banter and advice. And as 
for real criminals, I have seen a fight outside one of our pubs in Faringdon where the local PCSO's have been right 
in the middle of it, no pepper spray or sticks for them but there they were. Go and talk to them and learn a few facts 
before putting them down, you never know when you may need them.  
Name Supplied 

 

Lovely chocolate cake - 30/9/10 
 
Thank you to whoever made the lovely chocolate cake for the Raffle in the old town hall last saturday. It was 
Delicious and enjoyed by all of us  
Judith Timber 

 

Generations of Sound - 29/9/10 
 
this is a lovely community choir that has started at Shrivenham Memorial Hall on a Tuesday evening. We have a 
great range of songs classic, folk, pop under the strict eye of Marianna. Its real fun and the music is great.  
If anyone in Faringdon is interested in going, just go for 7.30pm on a Tuesday evening.  
P.S. Its being held at Shrivenham parish church this comming week. We would love to see more members from 
Faringdon.  
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) Tuesday seems to be the night for singing- Sing Faringdon, Cotswold Voices and now Generations of 
Sound. What a pity they clash 

 

Yet More Police v "The Young"  
 
What can possibly be wrong with the police chatting to the teenagers who use the Market Place as their own 
playground? I appreciate that these young trick cyclists may have nowhere else to practice their skills but the fact 
that no one has so far been killed playing "Chicken" with the motorists is an indication that the more mature 
members of our community are prepared to make allowances for the young idiots who may, Deo Volente, one day, 
stop believing that being stupid is "cool"  
Name Supplied 

 

Re Police targetting the young - 27/9/10.  
 
The police can never win can they? Either they are nowhere to be found/seen, or they are 'harrassing' some 
innocent citzen. The most telling phrase in the previous post was 'at least from my perspective...' That's just it, isnt 
it? From your perspective.  



 
If you wanted to know what the police were doing, why didn't you ask them? If you weren't close enough to hear 
then how did you know the group was being 'interrogated' and what was being said?  
If the police stopped in the narrowest place on the double yellow lines, where were the lads doing their impressive 
bicycle tricks - on the pavement, the carriageway? Not the most sensible place.  
Perhaps someone had made a complaint, in which case the police were obliged to attend, or maybe a group of lads 
(matching the description of the youngsters) had been seen causing a nuisance or committing a crime earlier or 
even on several occasions.  
 
You wrote hoping to show up police prejudice but you knew nothing of the circumstances and only really showed 
your own ignorance.  
 
name supplied  

 

Re Police target the young? - 27/9/10.  
 
Please do not assume the police are always wrong, then ask where they are. I am very happy that the police (real 
or pretend) show themselves to be active in Faringdon.  
I have noticed an increase in noisy teenage activity, in the Market Place, in recent months.  
Without a police presents these small groups of youngsters could become a problem for the future. 
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon Rotary Shop n Drop for Kosovo - Hope & Aid. - 27/9/10 
 
On Saturday 2nd October members of the Faringdon & District Rotary Club will be collecting donations of food in 
Budgens, Faringdon and the Co-op in Watchfield. Lists of suggested items will be availble on the day from the 
Rotary volunteers.  
All items will be transported to Kosovo a week later by local volunteers for Hope & Aid and distributed direct to the 
people who need them most.  
We would be grateful for your support be it just one item or more.  
Thank you in anticipation.  
Rodney Benson 

 

Potholes  - 26/9/10 
 
Skinners lane has 2 large potholes - but it will not be dealt with by Highways because Skinners Lane is a private 
road - owned by one of the houses that open onto it. Maybe diy is the answer.  
Name Supplied 
Ed(GW) Maybe our VWHDC councillors will get it adopted- it is a quite well used road between London St and 
Ferndale St 

 

Police target the young? - 26/9/10 
 
While walking the mutt through the market square at about 8.30 on Weds night I witnessed the following.... 
A police car pulled up and parked on the double yellows at the narrowest point causing an obstruction to the traffic. 
Out hopped two CSOs, who whipped out their notepads quick as a flash and started interrogating a small group of 
young lads. The lads in question were, at least from my perspective as a single female walking alone through the 
streets (well, OK + over-friendly dog) not engaging in criminal behaviour, not blind drunk, not being threatening, not 
causing a nuisance and not even being that noisy. They were simply hanging out, enjoying their friends' company 
(in person, not via the medium of a networking website), and some were doing some rather fancy and impressive 
tricks on their bikes.  
 
What I'd like to know is:  
1. On what grounds did the police feel justified in pulling over and harrassing law-abiding citizens in this way? 
2. How many actual crimes were committed while they were doing this?  
3. Is this a convenient way for the CSOs to fulfil some target regarding 'stop and search' without actually having to 



run the risk of coming into contact with proper, scary criminals?  
4. What next? Arrests for wearing a loud shirt in the centre of town?  
 
The evidence is mounting that lack of direct contact with their peers is having a detrimental effect on the 
psychosocial development of youngsters today, yet when they do simply 'hang out with friends' in public they're 
viewed with suspicion and become a target for the police. Is it any wonder kids go off the rails? If they're going to 
get treated like a lout anyway, can we blame them if they act like one....?  
Name Supplied 

 

Bus drivers  - 24/9/10 
 
When the Market Place was first modified, I agree the layout does not maximise the potential, the buses were 
shorter and/or double decker types. The problem is the increased length of the buses now in service. They now 
have a pretty narrow area of road to occupy if they are to have ease of passage. They are not that easy to drive in 
an area of bollards as they have long overhangs and the driver relies as much as on knowing the vehicles size as 
much as what he can see from the mirrors. Do the larger trucks that on occasion deliver, most regular deliveries 
probobly delibrately send smaller trucks here, navigate the area any better?  
 
I suspect the bus drivers are pretty fed up with cars getting into their swinging area and then not moving. Also the 
illeagal parking in the area of the bus stop can see the bus have a more acute angle to turn which means it is not 
on the correct side of the road to be able to swing round and clear the turn onto the main road. You find most of the 
people tripping up the bus are local so i suspect the problem is home grown in the main.  
 
I agree that the town is fortunate to have a service that accesses the Market Place. Unless there is a budget to alter 
things I fear it is better to adjust car driving when the bus is visiting, giving them roadspace, rather than risking a 
fuss resulting in the bus route not accessing the town centre.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

The Swan - 24/9/10 
 
Had a drink there a few days. It's great - really nicely refurnished- and will be even better when food and local beer 
are served- I'm told soon. 
There's a piano too- I think for anyone to play 
Name Supplied 

 

Money from Bloor to improve Faringdon - 24/9/10 
 
Why isn't some of the money WHDC have got from Bloor Homes being used to spruce up Faringdon?  
I don't need a more frequent bus service to collect my benefits, but I would like to see my town tidied up!!!!  
What about the penalty Bloor Homes should be paying WHDC for removing trees that were subject to a 
conservation order from their site and the ones they had agreed to transplant but just destroyed (40 treees?).  
Where is all this money being spent? When are they going to replace the trees they destroyed for their own 
convenience and what size will the replacements be? Not 5 foot twigs I hope!!!!  
Or maybe the VofWHDC havn't been able to collect the money yet?  
Surely we should be told!!!! 
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco's Dirty Tricks Row..... - 23/9/10 
 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1307786/Tesco-accused-bulldozing-plans-big-new-stores.html  
 
 
Sean Paul 
ED(GW) I've been told that the Tesco application is not on the 29th VWHDC meeting agenda. The next meeting is 
27/i0  

 



Freeview reception- 22/9/10 
 
Happy to say that it looks like the Oxford Transmitter is working again - all be it at the same power as it was before 
the work started in Feb.  
The next date for your diaries is March 2011 when the Digital Switchover is scheduled, the analogue services are 
turned off & the digital services are turned up.  
More info than you could possibly ever need here: http://www.ukfree.tv/txdetail.php?a=SP567105  
NickC  

Cotswold Voices - 21/9/10 
 
Many thanks to those who contacted me about a lift to rehearsals. I now have a lift for next week.  
Fiona Merrick  

 

Re Running group in Faringdon? - 21/9/10 
 
Thanks Fiona, GO Active do have a running group as stated, starting at the Faringdon Leisure Centre every 
Tuesday 10-11am. GO Active are going to set up a Running group in Stanford in the Vale at early evening time 
soon, although if there is interest for another beginners running group in faringdon then please let me know and I 
will set one up.  
Please see our website for all local activities: www.getoxfordshireactive.org  
Thank you Ashley Chapman  
GO Active Activator 07717714477 ashley.chapman@whitehorsedc.gov.uk  

 

Re The Cotswold Voices - 19/9/10 
 
I would love to get involved. I love singing and need to learn to breathe properly whilst doing so (I gather it helps!), 
but I can't drive.  
Does anyone go to rehearsals from Faringdon who would be able and willing to take me along too?  
Fiona Merrick 

 

Running group in Faringdon? - 19/9/10 
 
In answer to Kate Brady's question about jogging in Faringdon, she may be thinking about this group - 
http://www.getoxfordshireactive.org/page.asp?section=1370&sectionTitle=JustJog  
Hope this helps.  
Fiona Merrick  
Faringdon Community and Tourist Information Centre  

 

Stop the drop litter campaign  - 18/9/10 
 
http://www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/stop-the-drop/litter-and-fly-tipping/litter-take-action 

 

Running group in Faringdon? - 18/9/10 
 
Is there a running group in faringdon ?  
I thought I saw one mentioned a while ago leaving from the Leisure Centre, but can't find any reference to it now?  
If not would any female runners like to start a running group in the early evenings ?  
Kate Brady 

 

Handbags for Hope and Aid Direct - 17/9/10 
 
In three weeks time I am going to Kosovo with a charity called Hope and Aid Direct to distribute humanitarian aid. 



www.hopeandaiddirect.org.uk One of the things we love to take (and they LOVE to receive) is ladies handbags 
filled with goodies like soap, tights, chocolate, toothbrush, biro, little pad, tissues, deoderant, body spray, sanitary 
items etc. Very much along the lines of childrens Christmas shoe boxes.  
 
The handbags should be a handbag that you would be happy to receive yourself.  
 
If you would like to make up a handbag to go to Kosovo I will be delighted to take them! Thank you!  
Any questions to mail@saraholiver.freeserve.co.uk  

 

GG Butchers - why closed? - 17/9/10 
 
I wonder if anyone can tell me what has happened to Matthew and G & G Butchers in Faringdon? I have shopped 
there for many years and travel some distance to do so, I was surprised having received no response to telephone 
calls to visit and find the shop closed with no explanation as to why.  
name Supplied 

 

The Cotswold Voices - 16/9/10 
 
I have recently joined this fantastic choir!  
I am writing this to encourage anyone else who thinks they might like to come to actually come and give it a try.  
I LOVE it and it's become one of the most fun things I do.  
Our musical director, Joe Moore is super- talented and you will sing things that sound absolutely brilliant - no need 
to be able to read music either.  
Come along for one week and see what you think. Details are on this website - www.thecotswoldvoices.com  
Name Supplied 

 

TV Aerial’s for Faringdon - 15/9/10 
 
It pays to get more than one quote before you get a new TV Aerial, We found that Ferndale Aerials of Swindon a 
long established firm Tel: (01793 524341) quoted half the price of Screenlink of Shrivenham with a saving of well 
over a hundred pounds for a new Aerial installation.  
Peter White 

 

Lost cat - 15/9/10 
 
I have lost my cat in Windrush Highworth last Thursday 9th September.  
She is a small very fluffy black cat, and she has a collar on with a bell. Her name is Izzy, Izzy originally came from 
Faringdon.  
Please contact me on dcatshome@aol.com  

 

Save our Folly Tower  - 15/9/10 
 
This year Faringdon Folly Tower is 75 years old.  
It is in much need of repair, the most important aspects being the need for a new roof, renovation to the pinnacles 
and internal rewiring.  
 
Friends of Faringdon Folly have been awarded some grants to carry out this work, but more funds are needed.  
One funding organisation has awarded us up to £20,000 providing we can get equal funding from local people and 
businesses.  
So every £ you donate will be equivalent to twice that much to us, and if you agree to donate under Gift Aid each £1 
will be worth £2.56 to the Folly Trust. 
Please donate generously and help preserve our tower for the future 
Friends of the Folly 

 



New website surveys to build a vision for the Vale - 15/9/10 
 
Conservatives at the Vale of White Horse District Council have launched a new website (www.valevision.com) to 
involve local people in building a new vision for the Vale.  
The website, which has been live for just over a month and is attracting growing support, offers local people a 
chance to offer ideas on how the council should be run, and comment on proposals from the Vale of White Horse 
Conservatives.  
 
Leader of the Conservative Group, Cllr Matthew Barber said, “We believe this is s truly unique project. We’re 
putting forward our plans for public scrutiny, well before the election in order to let people comment on them and 
suggest their own ideas.” The website lists local Conservative proposals which the public can respond to and also 
seeks new ideas.  
Surveys are conducted on important issue, and some are tailored to specific interest groups, such as parish 
councillors and there will shortly be a survey for local retailers.  
You can visit the website at www.valevision.com and sign up for email updates. 
 
ED(GW) There are a number of surveys: 
Planning policy  
Car parking  
Housing policy  
More power at a local level  
New waste collection service  
Survey for parish councils  
Spending Challenge Survey Council service priorities  

 

Dog Mess - 14/9/10 
 
Sorry to complain but I would be very grateful if dog owners would please remove their dog's mess when taking 
them out for a walk.  
I have just had to pick up 3 lots on the front of my drive and the grass verge and it's happened on numerous 
occasions before.  
It's my choice not to have a dog and I don't begrudge anyone having them but I get fed up with some owners not 
caring about other peoples property.  
Jacqui Massey  
Coxwell Road  

 

New Community Bus - 14/9/10 
 
The new Community Bus arrived in the town this morning. The bus is for all young and old and is a fabulous asset 
to the Town.  
Well done to the Community Bus Committee who have worked incredibly hard to gain funding for this super bus.  
 
The bus does a route around Faringdon every weekday morning, runs trips further a field and is available for private 
hire.  
All details are on their website or from Faringdon Community and Tourist Information Centre 
http://www.faringdoncommunitybus.co.uk/  
Sally Thurston 

 

Old Crown- new meal deals - 10/9/10 
 
Monday 13th- Launch of brand new midweek saver menu. 
1 course £5.50, 2courses £8.95, 3 courses £11.75 
Great food and great value 
Full Menu and specials also available. 
Adrian Jones 

 



Community Message from Thames Valley Police - 9/9/10 
 
At approximately 0130 hours on Thursday 9th September Thames Valley Police were called to a report of 
metal/wire being stolen from the Bloor Homes building site off Park Road, Faringdon.  
Vale of White Horse uniform officers in conjunction with support from the force helicopter made an arrest of a 
suspect at approximately 0150 hours. A substantial amount of metal mains cabling was recovered by Police.  
A 24 year old female from the Grove area is currently on Police bail in relation to the incident.  
 
If you see any suspicious looking people or vehicles in the area or have any information relating to this message, 
please call the police on08458 505 505and state you are responding to a Ringmaster message.  
If you have information but wish to remain anonymous, please call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 

 

A warning to traders: - 9/9/10 
I received this e-mail today from a "john.g.fielding@gmail.com 
" Hi Can you help? I have found mice in my house. Can you give me a call? Thanks John Fielding 07031952619  
 
I believe this is a scam,  
1) check the email in Google,  
2) check out 0703 numbers.  
 
Just thought I would share -----  
Mike Perks 

 

Launch of Most Wanted website - 9/9/10 
 
Members of the public in the Thames Valley can play a greater role in bringing serious offenders to justice with the 
launch of a Most Wanted website for the region. It allows members of the public to look at pictures and E-fits and 
view CCTV footage of people currently wanted by the police in Thames Valley. The site is run by the independent 
charity Crimestoppers, which allows people to give information about crime anonymously by telephone or via the 
Crimestoppers website.  
 
Launched in late 2005 the national Most Wanted site has successfully resulted in the arrest of more than 900 
criminals, for offences ranging from murder, rape and drug smuggling to robbery and assault.  
Members of the public can find the gallery of Thames Valley’s Most Wanted criminals at: http://www.crimestoppers-
uk.org/in-your-area/south-east/thames-valley and click on Most Wanted.  
The Most Wanted website for this region was officially launched on 4 September. 

 

Tried the Swan recently. - 7/9/10 
 
Very tastefully refurbished and comfortable pub with a very welcoming and friendly Landlady. The selection of real 
ale is excellent. Six ales were available and the micro brewery is due to start soon. You can also try out beers in 
third of a pint glasses.  
The absence of plasma screen wall to wall football, irritating gaming machines, and the constant clack of pool balls 
was also a huge bonus.  
The Swan is definitely to be recommended and we will certainly be returning.  
Name Supplied 

 

Need Planning advice? - 7/9/10 
 
Town planning is becoming an increasingly complex process. Householders, objectors, landowners and developers 
need advice from someone who knows the way around the complexities of the planning system and local 
government. I am a chartered town planner, a Member of the Royal Town Planning Institute, and have 30 years 
experience in local government as a senior planner. I am now working as a planning consultant.  
 
I have been involved at all levels of the planning system, from local planning policy work to dealing with planning 



applications over a wide range of commercial, residential and householder proposals. Part of my work has been in 
assessing the development potential of property and land, and has included interaction with a wide range of people 
including architects, developers, planning committee members and Town and Parish councillors. My knowledge of 
how the council planning system works places me in an ideal position to offer consultation and advice on planning 
issues large or small.  
 
I can offer advice to neighbours who want to object to a planning application in their area and can help in getting 
their points across in an effective way. For landowners, I can also identify the planning constraints on land and 
property, and can advise on development potential, so that time and money isn't wasted on drawing up 
inappropriate plans.  
 
If you think I can help you, please ring me - Jane Randle - on 01491 839568, or email randlejane0@gmail.com 

 

Faringdon Baby and Toddler group Carboot Sale this Saturday - 6/9/10 
 
This coming Saturday (11th), Faringdon Baby and Toddler Group are holding a Carboot Sale at Faringdon Medical 
Centre, 1-4pm.  
Anyone interested in selling please call Sherrie on 07516350311.  
Those not interested in selling, feel free to come and spend lots of money and help support our long running 
community group!  
There will be games and a bouncy castle as well as stalls.  
Sherrie Morgan 

 

Pond clean up in Folly Park - 4/9/10 
 
Does anyone know anything about a clean up of Folly pond?  
I walked round that way late yesterday afternoon to see one family out trying to clean up. It seemed a mammoth 
task for this one couple alone.  
 
The pond used to be a place to fish but it has got out of hand as late.  
Maybe if someone wanted to organize a clean up they could use this site and get the help they needed?  
Well done and Thank You! to those who were out there today trying to do something for this town just because they 
saw it needed doing!  
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) The Folly Park, and I assume the pond, is maintained by VWHDC 

 

!!Quiz for Kosovo!!  - 4/9/10 
 
On 8 October, a truck of humanitarian aid will leave FARINGDON to join a convoy of trucks from all over the 
country and will head for Kosovo.  
The charity which has organised this convoy is Hope and Aid Direct. To help raise funds to send this aid we shall 
be holding a Quiz for Kosovo at Faringdon Junior School on Friday 17 September 7.15 for 7.45pm. Anyone who 
came last year will know what a fun evening it should be.  
For tickets (£4 pp + a bag of pasta - max of 6 per team) please contact Sarah Oliver 01367 242769 
mail@saraholiver.freeserve.co.uk  
Sarah Oliver 

 

The Swan - 4/9/10 
 
i see the swan is open now has anyone been in there yet? wot is it like  
Name supplied 

 

The Old Crown is back. - 3/9/10 
 
Now under new management Adrian and Sarah welcome you to come and try the all new menus. 



The most historical pub around now has brand new home cooked menus waiting for you and is bringing LIVE Music 
back to the pub with many local and well knowns acts performing on Friday and Saturday nights.  
Come and try us  
Adrian and Sarah 

 

Pye street park . - 3/9/10 
 
what a mess. i took my 16 month old granddaughter to pye street park on saturday morning. was horrified to find 
lager and cider cans everywhere.as well as chip wrappers. took me 15 minutes to pick it up before i could get her 
out of the pushchair.such a shame that this lovely park is being abused in this way.  
Debbie Piercy 

 

Faringdon Christmas Card - 3/9/10 
 
Here at Faringdon Community and Tourist Information Centre we are searching for the 2010 Faringdon Christmas 
Card design.  
If you have any snowy shots you think might be suitable please send them to sally@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk  
 
Deadline for the Community Award nominations is today (Friday 3rd Sept), however nominations will be accepted 
during opening hours (9.30am to 1pm) on Saturday 4th Sep in the Centre. Many  
Thanks Sally Thurston 

 

Kitten Found- 2/9/10 
 
Found female kitten, 4 months old, if you have lost her, please give me a call. 01367 243482  
Name Supplied 

 

Poor BBC reception - 2/9/10 
 
We get pretty good Digital TV reception, although it is not as good as when we lived in Bicester. There is a lot of 
work being done on the transmitter at Beckley at the moment, which is in preparation for the digital switchover next 
year.  
We had a new aerial installed by Screenlink in Shrivenham Tel.(01793 782221), they were very courteous and 
reasonably priced. I would certainly reccommend them.  
Name Supplied 

 

Poor BBC reception- 2/9/10 
 
We have lived in Faingdon for 20 years and have never received a decent TV picture. The only thing to do is to use 
digital (sky,freeview) it seems that the picture is much better from out of space, it does not have to get through the 
Folly.!  
Hope this helps.  
Name Supplied 
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Halloween - 31/10/10 
 
Well, there seem to be lots of Ghosts, Skeletons, Witches, Gouls, Spiders and other terrible things out tonight. 
Maybe they will all gang together and drive the Monkeys out of Faringdon!!!!!!!!!  
Chris Higgs 

 

Hoping Tesco will appeal- 31/10/10 
 
On reading the comments on Waitrose/Tesco's/Budgens with I may say a wry smile, I would like to make a few 
points:  
Re. Invisible people not having a say, you DO have a say , attend your town council planning meetings, and as for 
those 3 District councillors, Barber, Cox, and Thompson who voted against the wishes of the Town Council and the 
majority of Faringdon residents, use your votes at the next District Council elections and kick these people out!  
 
I hope Tesco's does appeal this decision just who the hell are the Disrict Councillors most of whom don't live or 
shop in our town to remove from us the residents of this town, the choice of where to shop? OK we do have a 
choice and all the surveys show that 74% of us use it to do to our main food shopping OUT OF TOWN. This will 
continue and escalate until and unless we get a decent supermarket here that has the range of goods, the quality 
and the prices to attract our custom.  
As to the District Councillors prefered plan for Waitrose (or any other supermarket) to be situated off Gloucester 
Street just what planet are they living on? OK we know they don't live in or visit Faringdon but what imbecile thought 
up a plan that involves not just delivery lorries but one assumes hundreds of shopper cars making daily trips down 
Gloucester Street to get to the store ?  
Almost certainly if this ludicrous plan goes ahead the residents of Gloucester Street will have to give up their on 
street parking arrangements, and just imagine the chaos when the Waitrose lorries attempt to exit Gloucester Street 
and find the Budgens lorries with or without some thoughtless parkers have blocked the only exit road.  
Good move VWHDC...........NOT !!!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Great Firework display - 31/10/10  
 
GREAT firework display at Faringdon House but just one thing spoiled it...the music. Leave the music out next year.  
Firework night is all about the noise - it makes firework night what it should be. The music drowned out most of the 
bangs and I have to say sounded awful through the tannoy.  
 
Wonder what others think? Maybe a voting system should be set up for the spectators to choose. Thinking about it 
maybe we should do the same for Tesco coming to Faringdon. After all isn't it about what the residents want and 
not the councillors?  
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon is dead- 31/10/10  
 
I have just seen the picture in the Folly paper of faringdon market day i have counted roughly 10 people says it all 
don't it . Faringdon is a dead town it will take more than the kiss of life to bring it round wouldn't you say .Is it any 
wonder people shop out of Faringdon talk about a ghost town all we need are cactus then it would be something 
out of a western . 
Iam old enough to remember the shops we did have you could get what ever you wanted not now . 
Mrs Hammond 



 

Super fast Broadband.- 31/10/10  
 
Broadband Experience of the Peking - Paris Rally revealed that Mongolia, Gobi Desert, most of the 'Stans etc are 
now served by mobile digital signals better in coverage than Wales or the Lake District. The locals use solar 
powered chargers and are now equiped to talk and trade with the world from the back of beyond, which they learn 
about from thier satelite TVs huddled in their yerts. No wires, no fibre optics and no local infrastructure over the 
masts built on mountain tops.  
 
We are falling behind in the race to new technology which is really our main hope of a strong economy as we 
cannot compete against the cheap labour and lack of welfare law previlent in these developing countries. It should 
be a matter of national policy to either get total coverage of digital signals and/or the fastest national line links in the 
country to keep ahead of the game. Trouble is will wireless technology overtake fibre optics which cost a lot to put 
in negating the investment. I suspect they will. This is why we need to continue to invest in R and D etc rather than 
on whining non productive population centres who get regular media coverage.  
Bit political but it is a sobering fact that these 'backward natives' are up with us in many ways. It will be us who will 
become the backwater unless we keep up.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Unwanted wood - 31/10/10  
 
Unwanted bits of wood (pallet and crates for recently completed patio). Ideal for bonfire! Available to anyone who 
would like to collect it.  
Sheila  

 

protest- 31/10/10  
 
I think we all should got to abingdon council with big banners and flags saying no to budgens and yes to tescos 
whos up for it 
Name Supplied 

 

Poor Faringdon- 31/10/10  
 
Yes, we have lived here for 20 years and I have worked in Faringdon for nearly 30, and Faringdon had 'died' during 
the time we have known it! I remember Mortons, W H Smith's, Liddards, Mr White at the sweet shop and many 
more. Where are those type of shops now?  
 
It's no good saying that if Tesco is allowed to come to Park road Faringdon will die, it has started to already! Where 
will all the new 44% growth of people go to shop? Not here that is certain.  
 
Tesco or any other supermarket will only increase the number of paying customers for all types of shops in 
Faringdon. Did the people who voted against Tesco ask the local business people what most of them really 
wanted?  
 
Poor Old Pretty Friendy Faringdon, it makes me so sad!!!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Answering a previous posting.- 30/10/10  
 
Yes I would shop at Budgens if it was taken over by Aldi, or Sommerfields etc. But I also would shop at Budgens 
regularly if the prices and selection were better. I have lived in Faringdon for 33 years and I love it, but we make a 
huge saving by shopping out of town. But I do wish people would realise that the town is slowly dying anyway.  
 
There is nowhere to buy cds, clothes, childrens and teenage birthday presents, shoes, inexpensive cards, the list 
goes on.  



Does any one know what the plans are for our town centre, and how we can attract outlets like HMV, Superdrug, 
WH Smiths .  
Is anyone trying to entice them here.  
 
By the way I love the articles recently about the monkeys in the town  
Jacqui Massey 

 

Budgens. - 30/10/10 
 
If we have to put up with Budgens, make it better for us. Drop your prices!  
Colin 

 

Super fast Broadband. - 3010/10 
 
I see reading an article in the "Oxford Mail" that superfast fast broadband is coming to Oxford, Witney and 
Wantage. Reason is competition. As Faringdon is once again out on a limb we have to fight in this Infinity 
competition. Perhaps now our WHDC Councillors arent distracted by the Supermarket wars, they could instead put 
pressure on BT.  
Faringdon gets Super duper broadband and the town will be fighting off firms wanting to come here.  
Sorry, had a "senior moment" then.  
Colin 

 

Faringdon like Clochemerle? - 30/10/10 
 
Does this discussion of shops remind anyone of Clochemerle?  
Perhaps we could have a Pissoirs where the Millenium clock was to be to celibrate our twin town status with 
France. It could double up as the new Post Office counter to save time as well. The two new free carparking spaces 
created by removing the Gents in the carpark will transform businness solving all are problems. Has anyone 
thought of dying the local monkeys, Lord Berners style. That might make the place more attractive and American 
'big game' hunters might pay to shoot the red ones instead of large dangerious man eating red deer on Exmoor. 
Indeed the stock of targets could be increased by mooring two small balloons on top of the Church tower and Folly. 
Traders might just get time to sell some Muslim related stock before the American hunters blaze away at anything 
remotely looking like a bin liner or tea towel.  
This means the Co-Op can take over the JDS site expanding thier service and employ a few more folk, possibly 
failed shop workers accused of poor public relations since thier customers will not be greatly worried about that. All 
our local problems need is a cohesive plan to solve them. 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Psychology tutor wanted - 30/10/10 
 
Just wondering if anyone knows of a psychology a level and or english literature a level private tutor preferably in 
the faringdon area, greatly appreciated.  
Thankyou. 
Georgina Allen-Stevens 

Sarcasm - 30/10/10 
 
Dear Forum Bully, I heartily concur that the verbosity on TP has reached a new Nadir. No longer are we treated to 
tongue in cheek observations, catty comments and dare I say it witticisms. (Thank the lord for spell checker, 
anyone tried it lately?)  
PS. The Gourds and Squash where wonderful!  
 
Name and address withheld on this rare occasion! 

 



Phew! - 30/10/10 
 
The last Time I gently meandered through the postings on Talking Points, barely prepared me for the onslaught of 
the last few days. 
From Monkey Hunting; (now there is an interesting conception, The Crown or Bell offering full board packages for 
safari style holidays in Faringdon), to the imfamouse (sic) Supermarket debate. Pop into this heady mix, the 
question of "What did the Romans do for us", "Tesco's are my only love" and "Whatever it is, I hate it!" And we have 
a new soap opera just waiting in the wings.  
 
When we moved here, I said we would be gone in 4 years MAX.  
25 years later and B****r! I am still here. Surprisingly, we as a couple actually like this Town (although I increasingly 
struggle with my reasoning). We like most of the people who live here, (we have a little book however, so be 
careful), and despite all the rhetoric to the contrary believe that this town could (should?) have a great future.  
What needs to be addressed is that no small town can meet the individual needs of all it's inhabitants. Just because 
Budgens does not have the precise brand or product that YOU WANT NOW! Does not mean it is a bad outlet, what 
it means is that if there is no popular demand for a service or product, then you ain't going to get it. This will also 
apply to Tesco, Waitrose, or any other outlet.  
 
So, what is the point of this rambling? I suppose the first point is to ask people to think, evaluate what they want 
and then understand the world isn't perfect.  
The second is rather than just criticize, be constructive in your arguments to illustrate your point in a realistic way.  
 
Third, stop hiding behind "Name and Address Supplied". If you cannot stand by your comments perhaps you should 
consider their merits.  
Rant Over.  
 
Mike Perks.  

 

More on the tescos front - 30/10/10 
 
I understand both sides of the debate.  
 
But the big headache now is that if tescos dont get the go ahead for a store in park rd. Then all they will do is sit on 
the land not sell or rent it . Which inturn will lock up a huge employment area . The VWDC councilmay control many 
things but it cant stop tescos holding on to the land and living it empty .  
 
So come on lets get some much needed jobs in the town.  
 
I know the likes of our councillers would prefer waitrose . And I guess I would if I could afford a mega house in 
coxwell road .  
Cheers  
Name Supplied 

 

Budgens. - 30/10/10 
 
A big thankyou to the customers who have been supportive of the Budgens staff this week. Lots of encouraging 
words and praise has been greatly appreciated.  
We work hard.  
Name Supplied 

 

Alan Hickmore. - 30/10/10 
 
I suggest that we write to a certain D. Cameron and suggest that he stand aside as Alan Hickmore seems a more 
level headed chap than he is. The supermarket debate WILL eventually give us a decent shop as he suggests, but 
when?  
Anyway, Alan Hickmore for PM!  



Colin 
 

Access to Gloucester St Supermarket- 30/10/10 
 
Even if we reroute children via the Lechlade Road entrance to school, there will still be 3-4 deliveries a day - lorries 
negotiating a road that the recycling lorries struggle to get round; what a joke the road widening proposed it - what 
they are really saying here if you look at the proposal is that they will use some of the existing footpath to widen the 
road! Do we really the extra haulage traffic negotiating the market place to reach the A420.  
 
If we have to have a supermarket in the Gloucester Street car park then we need to be negotiating delivery access 
from another direction. I am not convinced that the Faringdon House Estate is undertaking a service to the 
Faringdon community - it will leave us with a legacy of traffic chaos and danger. When Budgens announced they 
were saying no to Tesco, were they really aware of the potential threat from a supermarket quite literally on their 
doorstep!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Reply to Randolph Re:Monkeys- 30/10/10 
 
Good Sir it was with great pleasure I read you most recent reply. It is warming to know that the local community has 
an expert in these matters.  
 
Thank you for identifying the species of monkey we have in the town. Although I have spent some time the traveling 
through Central America, observing the local primate populas, I was unable to identify this new breed. The closest 
comparison I could make was with the Ateles geoffroi although the lack of prehensile tail meant I could not identify 
for certain.  
 
I heed your words of warning, luckily on my most recent sighting I was accompanied by my hetrosexual life partner 
Samwise, had I not, I certainly would fear for ones safety.  
 
Your planned insurgency against the local populace is indeed inspired. However, I fear that at the speed at which 
this one populace breeds, the town, county and even country could be over-run in an alarmingly short time. I fear 
that threat of a post apocalyptic monkey ruled society (something akin to the fictional work of "Planet of the Apes") 
hangs delicately in the balance.  
 
Whilst traveling the back roads of the Osa Pennisula in Costa Rica I came across a local by the name of Javies del 
Sol, who speicalises in mass monkey clearence. The indeginous populace herald him as some form of monkey 
shamen. Perhaps his services can be acquired for a small fee.  
 
I look forward to hearing your and other residents ideas on the matter before our great community is dammed, 
dammed to hell.  
 
Faithfully Submited  
 
Frodo Baggins  

 

New Carers group in Faringdon - 29/10/10 
 
Do you provide unpaid care for someone who is ill, disabled, frail or has an addiction?  
Caring responsibilities can be all consuming, emotionally draining and physically demanding.  
Would you like some time to yourself to meet people who are also caring for someone? Have some lunch, relax, 
chat to others and find out what support services are available to you?  
 
Then come along to a FREE buffet lunch, to discuss  
A New Carers Group in Faringdon  
on  
Wednesday 8th December 12.30pm – 2.30pm  
In Brackendale Common Room, Ferndale Road, SN7 7AJ  



 
Places are limited, so you will need to book  
For more information or to book a place, please contact  
Brian Conroy  
Community Development Officer  
Tel 01993 704007  
brian.conroy@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

 

Supermeerkat- 29/10/10 
 
Yes, what we clearly need here is a SUPERMEERKAT! 
 
shophound  

 

Supermarket solution:- 29/10/10 
 
The only reason we need another supermarket in Faringdon is because the current one doesn't meet the needs of 
the town or, possibly more importantly for incoming business, the surrounding area.  
Solution - demolish the current one and let a retailer who would be a drawcard to Faringdon build a new, bigger one 
with parking underneath.  
Sschimplish.  

 

Tesco, Waitrose and planning.- 29/10/10 
 
Tesco, Waitrose and planning. 
 
I thought it might be useful if I set out what has happened over the last few years so that everybody knows the 
facts. I'm sorry but this is going to be quite long.  
 
In 2008 the District Council published their "Draft Core Strategy" for the period up to 2026. This included a report on 
retailing in Faringdon that basically said that we did not need any more shop space. It also said that we should have 
about 450 new houses built opposite the Bloor Homes site in Park Road. This will increase our population by about 
44%.A subsequent report indicated that Faringdon needed an additional supermarket.  
 
Meanwhile:  
JDS had gone into receivership. Tesco bought the site and leased it to a new company - Redlake Joinery - but 
indicated that they wanted to develop the site eventually as a supermarket.  
 
Meanwhile  
The "Core Strategy" had indicated that the site proposed by Faringdon House for housing was not suitable as it was 
in a conservation area.  
 
Meanwhile  
The officers at the District Council decided that improvement in the retail offer in Faringdon could be achieved if 
Budgens was extended by compulsorily purchasing the old post office, the Red Lion, the Barclays Bank car park 
and some adjacent houses. This plan was dropped when it was remembered that the post office and the Red Lion 
were "listed" buildings.  
 
Meanwhile  
The Faringdon House Estate had shown an interest in developing their site as a parade of shops with living 
accommodation and a community building (possibly a museum).  
 
So  
District Council officers said "why not develop it as a supermarket site"?  
 
Meanwhile  
Redlake Joinery had gone into liquidation and the site was empty. Tesco firmed up their plans and held an 



exhibition in the Corn Exchange followed by a Planning & Highways meeting at which about 100 people attended 
and gave their views. The result was about 50/50.  
 
Then  
Tesco submitted a planning application for the Park Road site. This is comprehensive and detailed. It rubbished the 
Gloucester St. site for all the reasons of access and egress and the topography of the site (it is on a severe slope 
and the digging out of the land would be an expensive and disruptive task).  
 
Then :  
Faringdon Town Council took the view that the Tesco application should go ahead and insisted that the industrial 
land that would be converted to retail use should be replaced by allowing the Wicklesham quarry site to be 
developed for this purpose. There were a further series of caveats attached.  
 
Then:  
Waitrose (following representations from the advisors to Faringdon House) made clear their interest in developing 
the Gloucester Road site. We have no full details but they will present these at an exhibition on 12th/13th 
November in the Pump Rooms and at a meeting of FTC planning & highways committee on 23rd November.  
 
Meanwhile  
The "Development Control Committee" (planning committee) of the Vale of White Horse District Council (the 
planning authority) rejected the application by Tesco on the grounds that it was too far from the shopping centre 
and that it was taking up industrial land (although this had not been used since 2008). They ignored the Faringdon 
Town Council suggestion that the land could be replaced at Wicklesham Quarry.  
 
That's where we are. The next steps could well be:  
 
An appeal by Tesco to the planning inspectorate against the decision by the district council.  
 
An application in late Novemebr by Waitrose for the development of the site behind Gloucester Street.  
 
The exhibition by Waitrose in November.  
 
Remember that all these decisions are determined by reference to planning law embodied in "Planning Policy 
Statement 4" (PPS4) which gives the way these decisions are made. If you want a precis of PPS4 it is available 
from the Deputy Town Clerk.  
 
The next few years are going to be interesting for the retail development of Faringdon. We will have a new 
supermarket (somewhere) and that will have a revitalising affect on the town.  
 
(Please note that these are my personal views and do not necessarily reflect those of FTC Planning & Highways 
Committee)  
 
Alan Hickmore 
ED(GW) Thanks Alan 

 

Vodaphone signal is down again- 29/10/10  
 
The vodafone signal is down yet again in Faringdon and I'm very annoyed. So I phoned them and threatened to 
cancel all 4 contracts I have with them. They've subsequently offered to send me a special piece of equipment free 
of charge which gives me the ability to connect up via the internet in and around my home - free of charge. It's 
called "my sure signal".  
So - if you are as fed up as I am, I suggest you phone customer services and ask for this piece of kit free. Maybe, if 
a lot of people do this vodafone will address the issue with the mast once and for all. Let us know how you get on. 
In the meantime, they still wont tell me what's gone wrong with the mast now. Is our resident vodafone employee 
able to shed any light on this please? 
Godfrey Smith 

 

In response to the 'Leakey influenced person' re Coxwell Road 



excavations, 26/10- 29/10/10 
 
How wonderful to read an articulate, referenced and professional response with a bit of wit chucked in for a change! 
Whoever the chap is who ran the dig at Coxwell Road, I salute you!  
Mel 

 

Access to 'Waitrose' and school kids.- 29/10/10 
 
If this particular junction is such a problem then surely the answer is to use the footpath on the other side of 
Lechlade Road and use the School entrances beyond the disputed road access. The danger is therefore walked 
around with out anyone having to modify anything other than there habitual shortest route to the school entrance. A 
shame that side of the road does not get the sun as you can miss soaking up some rays but otherwise simples!  
 
If Faringdon is to encourage additional custom from outside the town then traffic will increase around the streets. 
That is a good thing. If you see this as a problem then you are really against a successful town centre. You cannot 
really have one without the other. Moving entrances to differing cul de sacs is only moving the traffic jams of school 
time. I think this is due to the school traffic rather than the background traffic of commerce isn't it? It can be avoided 
by using legs for the majority.  
 
Of course the additional traffic might be all the people rushing to shop outside Faringdon now Tesco have been 
disappointed. I just hope these folk do thier home economics and shop effciently rather than in some sort of spite 
against Budgens. You need to calculate your fuel, wear and tear and loss of time in shopping out of town on top of 
your trolley of goods. It is very often more than folk think. Best is to join the middleclasses at Lidl or Aldi, really 
cheap, for a mass goods purchase once every two weeks and buy fresh and top up goods locally.  
I do not see a small Tesco changing that. Waitrose, depends what they plan to build. Asda, Oh dear, I think that will 
stimulate depopulation other than the Faringdon Monkeys who will probably be delighted.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Just a thought.- 29/10/10 
 
W. Shakespeare caused Lord Polonius in Hamlet to say "Brevity is the Soul of Wit" 
So the convoluted posting from Reading University would not have been appreciated by Lord P. 
But after ploughing through the verbiage I have to concede that an existing problem is perfectly described and the 
solution, though totally reprehensible, would appear to be the only effective one under our present jurisprudence. 
So it would be understandable if a group of individuals, after a few drinks possibly, should take the law into their 
own hands and chastise the miscreants who at present are above the law. 
Needless to say, I am not advocating the use of violence against the deprived children, no doubt coming from 
broken homes, who are allowed to take over the town centre by our powerless policemen but..... 
Wouldn’t it be nice to hear that some of them had been taught the error of their ways in the only way they 
understand ! 
Wishful Thinker.  

 

Supermarket Traffic- 29/10/10 
 
Dear all, Has anyone actually read either the report from 2 weeks ago from, the council on why tesco should be 
refused planning? and has anyone read the application from Waitrose?  
The tesco app does not fulfil several important criteria in the eyes of the councillors, simple as that. as for "jobs lost" 
you cannot lose uncreated jobs, and if you READ the review it suggests that 100 jobs would actually be about 20-
30 (iir) full time and the rest part time which does not constitute 100 jobs being created.  
Just wondering with all this moaning about Budgens, if ANY other supermarket were to appear on the site of 
Budgens would you do your main shop there? Be it Aldi, Lidal, or a M&S food?  
Name Supplied 

 

Wanted all monkey hunters! - 29/10/10 
 



I made a similar post a few weeks ago about these creatures that frequent our town. Apparently they are called 
''youth'' and apparently harmless. Nevertheless, I would not like to get close enough to find out if they are.  
I am not up to date with my innoculations. is there an authority to round up these animals so that they do not 
spread, or is the situation now beyond that? ?? 
Name Supplied 

 

Supermarket Traffic- 29/10/10 
 
The comment regarding children in inner cities has no relevence, as we are not an inner city. no children are not 
made of bone china and yes they can be taught to take extra care but have you actully driven down Gloucester St 
in peak school times? this is not a road for heavy 'supermarket' traffic, its far to narrow what are they going to do 
knock down the library or some homes, how about turning our brains on!! 
 
I'v lived here all my life and i think its a lovely idea faringdon is expanding but how is putting a supermarket in this 
area expanding? park road is a perfect spot for any one in faringdon to get to with no hassle. i really dont see the 
problem with this!so by all means lets expand this lovely (market?) town. I think Mr Koder hit the nail on the head 
with  
 
:Tesco building a proper size supermarket on park road.  
Faringdon house estate allows public access along some tasteful paths through a managed nature reserve behind 
the school. (WHAT A LOVELY IDEA WHICH WOULD ATTRACT PEOPLE TO OUR TOWN) Local specialist 
businesses thrive by supplying quality products the supermarkets do not, and are supported by free parking.  
 
SOME GOOD IDEAS!  
also how about gutting budgens to a shell and having a lovely indoor market, so we could actully say we are a 
market town! i and sooo many people i know will be very dissapointed at not getting a tesco, but if the door has 
closed on that lets focus our energy on not having supermarkets in stupid places!! rant over :)  
 
A tesco fan  

 

Dear Frodo Baggins.- 28/10/10 
I read, with academic curiosity, your contribution regarding local Monkeys. 
You may be interested to know that the creatures you are referring to are actually know in the study of 
lumpenproletariat behaviour as 'Infantium Obsanus'. Commonly known as the 'Acne Faced Chav'. Identifiable, as 
you so rightly pointed out, by their grubby Pound Saver tracksuit bottoms, hoody tops and tedious baseball caps, a 
particularly tiresome American fashion introduced into this country by someone who has a lot to answer for.  
 
The disturbing sound emitted by Chav’s in a crude effort at communication is usually marked, as you say, by 
primitive screeching and a total inability to construct a sentence without the use of the words C*** or F***. This 
condition is suspected to be the result of either the Mothers excessive consumption of crisps and viewing of 
daytime tv during conception or poor perinatal care carried out by desperate Taliban insurgents masquerading as 
NHS healthcare professionals.  
While the common Acne Faced Chav is normally diffident and generally useless on its own it can become a 
problem when part of a gathering of five or more. Under these conditions Chav’s are capable of spiting up to a 
distance of two metres, particularly when defecating in Churches or urinating on war memorials.  
Your comparison with monkeys is interesting and brings to mind the problems experienced in the city of Deli, India, 
where troublesome gangs of Rhesus monkeys regularly roam the streets causing problems. The Rhesus monkey, 
like the Cow, is regarded as a sacred creature in India and despite its antisocial behaviour is heavily protected by 
strong religious beliefs making it effectively immune from normal law and enforcement. In comparison the British 
Acne Faced Chav, while in no way sacred, is a creature heavily protected by a ludicrous British legal system, local 
social services, sympathetic magistrates, members of the public not wishing to be branded as paedophiles and in 
particular, aggressive, Staffordshire bull terrier owning, relatives permanently under the influence of recreational 
drugs.  
 
The solution in Deli was to instigate the use of higher caste monkeys, carefully nurtured by the local police, 
rewarded with treats and trained to kick the crap out of trouble making simian offenders when the need arose.  
Based upon this inspired and ingenious example I believe it is perfectly conceivable that a similar solution could be 
possible in Britain. This would take the form of a covert operation, sponsored by Rentokil, where suitable 



candidates from exclusive private schools could be recruited as undercover territorial Chav’s. Following intensive 
training by the military and death of elocution street speak specialists, they would be deployed as a defensive force 
to ensure the street corners, bus shelters and WW2 pill boxes of Faringdon remain in good order and free of 
infestation and odious unrest …  
Randolf Higginbottom.  
Professor of Ghastliness.  
The Jeremy Kyle Centre for Dysfunctional Studies.  
Reading University.  

 

Re Skatepark - 28/10/10 
 
The FTC have requested that Bloor Homes lay the base for it as part of their S106 agreement and the are legally 
bound to do this.  
Funds have been set aside for years to put the pipes on it and SK8 are campaigning for further funding.  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco- 28/10/10 
Shameful descision by VWHDC turning down the Tesco planning application,it seems Faringdon always gets a raw 
deal.This was a great chance to improve the area around Park Road bringing more people into the town/extra jobs 
and kick starting the local economy-now it will just become an eyesore. 
Hardly an out of town store anyway with all the new housing developments taking place-if it was sited near the 
A420 by the roundabout i could see the point of the arguement. 
Sadly most people will do their main food shopping elsewhere Swindon/Wantage etc. Faringdon will continue to be 
a dormitory town. 
Back to the Dark Ages.  
Name Supplied 

 

Budgens. - 28/10/10 
 
Lets get behind Budgens now and tell them what we want from them. Head office would be interested to know.  
It's in everyone's interest in Faringdon and surrounding villages that it meets their requirements.  
Positive comments too please.  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco- 28/10/10 
 
Tesco what a waste of time our council is, they don't care one bit about the way we feel, or the things we would 
like,I give up like someone else mentioned about the skate park, that,s another thing that's never going to happen, 
bunch of jokers.  
ah well I will just have to keep making the journey to swindon for my food shopping, 
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) It's the VWHDC councill that made the decision, not Faringdon Town Council 

 

Tesco debate- 28/10/10 
 
"Why do we bother when obviously us little people don't count we are here not invisible.  
Name Supplied"  
Name supplied, not invisible?  
Mr Invisible 

 

Tesco debate- 28/10/10 
 
Once again the council have ignored the people of faringdon over the Tesco debate . 



LET US HAVE A SAY IN WHAT HAPPENS IN OUR TOWN . 
You are quick enough letting us have our say when it comes to voting local mps. Why do we bother when obviously 
us little people don't count we are here not invisible.  
Name Supplied 

 

New Supermarket - 28/10/10 
 
Dont make me laugh. It will be like the skate park. This year, next year, sometime, NEVER. Thanks a lot, 
councillors. I dont think.  
name supplied, one of many!  

 

Folly Christmas Light and Monkeys- 28/10/10 
 
Whats the plan for this years festive lighting atop the Folly Tower?  
 
If a decision has yet to be made I would again like to suggest something akin to "The Eye of Mordor" casting its evil 
gaze on the proposed site(s) of Tesco or Waitrose, highligting the inadequacy of both sites to wider public.  
 
Also whilst strolling through Budgens car park a few nights ago, I was amazed to see a new breed of 
monkey...They stand approx 5ft tall, and wears clothes! yes clothes! Typically baseball caps,baggy trouser and 
hooded jumpers they can often be seen climbing over and along the wall that seperates the Southampton Street 
car park and Barclays car park. These monkeys have also developed some form of speech pattern and dialect. 
Although broken with high pitched screeching it appears to be English in nature.  
 
I suggest the town council assemble a team of expeirenced hunters to trap and research this truely remarkable 
species that is apparently thriving in Faringdon.  
Frodo Baggins - Monkey Hunter  

 

Supermarket - 28/10/10 
 
I am disapopointed that Tesco's application has been refused. It does call into question just who our district 
councillors are representing, since clearly they are not supporting the wishes of the majority of the residents. It will 
be years before we are 'allowed' to have a meaningful choice here, and all for the interests of a minority, a few of 
whom I daresay have strong vested interests. 
 
name supplied  

 

Supermarket Traffic and Dave's comment - 28/10/10 
 
Of course kids can be taught to be careful but when the road layout is awful there remains a level of danger that is 
little to do with the kids being careful or the care of car drivers either for that matter.  
 
The road layout at the access point to the Gloucester Street car park is absolutely terrible. It is not really wide 
enough for two cars to pass safely and the pavement is very narrow too. People coming from the market square 
direction cannot see what is coming up from the car park and drivers can't see them till they are almost in the road. 
Also the amount of car, bicycle and foot traffic at the start and end of the school day make this a very dangerous 
stretch of road already without adding lorries and more cars.  
 
I also think your expectations that Faringdon kids should have the same level of street/traffic awareness that inner-
city kids have is a little unrealistic.  
Since I doubt the layout ever could be improved, we will have to live with it as it is, but that is all the more reason 
not to add to the danger.  
Katrina Campbell 

 

Faringdon is great - 28/10/10 



 
Yes it is and I use all the shops you mention (I'm anti supermarkets selling flowers and newpapers !). All our meat 
comes fresh from Pat Thomas, I love the gift shops, Pure me is wonderful and the Coffee House is my second 
home !. Unfortunately the one thing that most of us need, especially young families, is a good supermarket. I don't 
do any of my food shopping in Budgens so always go out of town - and that won't change while Budgens is our only 
choice. I don't think any of the places (gift shops etc) will be affected by a Tesco, Waitrose or any other 
supermarket because we will continue to use them. The only shop which will suffer is Budgens and I'm afraid 
they've had plenty of notice of the possibility of competition. They could have really upped their game and started 
encouraging people to use them by sorting out their prices. We don't mind paying a little extra if it means we don't 
have to drive anywhere but we won't be ripped off.  
They still have time to get people on their side.......however if the cafe rumour is true then I think they can say 
goodbye.  
They can't moan about competition and then try and take trade from others in the town. 
Name Supplied 

 

Ghostly Goings On??! - 28/10/10 
 
I have been approached by a national newspaper who are doing an article on Ghostly Goings On.  
Does anyone have any stories about ghosts in Faringdon? Please email sally@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk  
Thanks Sally  

 

Faster Broadband - We're doing well - but more votes needed - 2810/10 
 
7.62% - 263 votes have been cast out of a total of 3,452  
 
www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/ 

 

Disappointed - Tesco - 28/10/10 
 
I am very disappointed Tesco is not coming to Faringdon.  
So I will continue to shop out of town, with most of the Faringdon population, until Budgens improvements 
drastically. I know for a fact that many some Budgens employees don't shop there.  
It would be interesting to see if the council allows the Waitrose Plan.  
Actually how about a nice Asda Walmart people.  
Any ideas anyone?  
Jacqui Massey 

 

Faringdon is great- 28/10/10 
 
Friends in Faringdon, 
Great news, the Vale have sensibly applied national planning policy and rejected Tesco's out of town application to 
build a small supermarket out on Park Road. >  
 
The reason this is great news is that our town centre will have the opportunity to welcome some of us back with 
open arms. It would be a real pity if local people continued to campaign against our historic town centre and 
continued to support an out of town supermarket bid. >  
 
Personally, I'm off to see Rob the cheese (Manna)for a pasty, decide whether to sit outside to have a coffee 
(probably not) then buy a couple of early Christmas pressies from the Nut Tree, Pure Me, Presentations and 
possibly a bunch of nice flowers from Thanks a Bunch for my wife. >  
 
Then I think I will grab a paper and a cheap pinta milk from the newsagents, a couple of DIY bargains from Davis 
and that Really Useful Shop and enjoy a nice pint in a welcoming local pub. Maybe even a beer at the refurbished 
Swan's beer festival, for only £1.99, whose with me….? >  
 
Isn't Faringdon Great. 



Cheers everyone!  
Andrew 

 

Re: Gloucester St suggestion for a supermarket.- 28/10/10 
 
The Highways Authority is Oxfordshire County Council and they have stated that there will be no access 
whatsoever onto the Lechlade road and that includes Woodview.  
Personal opinion is that the VWHDC's plan is a non-starter.  
Name Supplied 

 

Daydream - 28/10/10 
 
Perhaps FTC are playing a really long game and and can sort this out before I retire:  
 
Tesco builds proper size, fully discounting supermarket on Park Rd, and funds development of a friendly path to the 
centre  
 
Waitrose buy Budgens so we can buy nice convenience food  
 
Faringdon House Estate allows public access along some tasteful paths through a managed nature reserve behind 
the school  
 
Local specialist businesses thrive by supplying quality products the supermarkets do not, and are supported by free 
parking  
 
Banks and landlords make it possible for independents and chain shops to set up and survive;  
 
Pizza Express opens in Threshers (ok maybe I'm pushing it).  
Tim Koder 

 

Tesco Planning Application refused permission.- 28/10/10 
 
The Development Control Committee of the Vale District Council refused planning permition for the Tesco 
supermarket on Park Road tonight.  
The vote had only one abstention and no supporters of the application.  
 
One mystery was solved. Two of our district councillors, Cllr Matthew Barber and Cllr Roger Cox voted against the 
application and Cllr Alison Thomson spoke against it.  
The next stage could well be an appeal by Tesco against the decision. (Note that any views in this posting are mine 
and not those of the FTC P&H Committee) 
Alan Hickmore 

 

Supermarket traffic- 28/10/10 
 
I cant help wondering when I read all the whining about more traffic for the proposed supermarket sites what people 
think children who live in inner cities do when their schools are near busy roads. It's just par for the course for many 
kids. Children aren't made of bone china and can be taught to be careful.  
As for faringdon getting bigger, its the best thing that could happen so all the nimbys need to wake up and realise 
that without new blood and spending power the town will become totally dead. Its half way there already.  
Dave.  

 

regarding budgens banner- 28/10/10 
 
What do people think when they cut the staff hours and tell them they have just employed new staff no wonder the 
staff aint happy all the time the owner needs to wake up and speak to the staff at budgens before the all leave 



Name Supplied 
 

Supermarket traffic- 28/10/10 
 
I think that access should be through the Faringdon estate from the Lechlade Road - Google Earth it and you will 
find there is already a defined route ... and clearly no thought has been given to the children who make the journey 
to school and have to cross the top of Gloucester Street car park road to get to school - and I'm not just thinking 
delivery lorries, I'm thinking about the additional traffice that will be accessing the supermarket.  
If the Faringdon Estate want to make a fast buck by selling the land off then they should't be allowed let the town 
take the burden of inconvenience e.g. additional traffic and subsequent risk. I want a supermarket - Tesco, 
Waitrose or whoever but sensible and safe access to it has to be a priority.  
Name Supplied 

 

Supermarket traffic- 27/10/10 
 
Whether an access to Waitrose (or anr supermarket behind Gloucester St) is from Woodview or the current (maybe 
widened) access to the car park, think about the volume of traffic on the roundabout at the top of Marlborough St, 
Gravel Walk, Lechlade Road at school times, exit from Gloucester St car park - one way into Cornmarket and either 
through the town or round the Corn Exchange up Marlborough St. Not just lorries, but shoppers cars too. 
 
Is this really to be encouraged? 
Name Supplied 

 

Supermarket traffic- 27/10/10 
 
In reply to the comment "what makes anyone think that a supermarket would try to squeeze its delivery traffic 
through the entrance to the municipal car park in Gloucester Street. Do you imagine that they're not clever enough 
to think that one out?"  
The answer is that I have read the proposal on the faringdon House Estate website (URL 
http://www.faringdonhouseestate.co.uk/18097%20A3%20MK%2010%2002%2009%20letter%20to%20k%20barrett
%20-%20core%20strategy%20representations%20+%20appendicespdf.pdf - you may need a pdf reader to see 
this).  
 
This document clearly states: "Vehicular access  
Access to a new store would be from the Gloucester Street Car park access road". 
They envisage 3-4 delivery lorries a day using this, and they say it would be widened - but unless they propose 
knocking down either the library or the other building on the opposite corner there isn't really much they could do to 
widen the road is there?  
 
I am not at all sure "they" have thought this through and am not prepared to take it on trust that "they" have, as 
"they" may not have to live with the mess if this goes through but as a faringdon resident I would have.  
Katrina Campbell 

 

Waitrose appealing?- 27/10/10 
 
The 'Waitrose' idea is more appealing from a town centre business perspective but falls down on access. The 
carpark behind the Dentists etc used to have a height restriction to prevent trucks going down there. Glibly opening 
up a new road from Woodview into the area means cutting across the old Elms Playing Fields. While the Council 
Departments involved would gain revenue the town loses a resource to a business I wonder if we need. Indeed is 
Woodview actually of a design to be any better access than the Gloucester Street one? Tescos have the better and 
more accessable position for a supermarket attracting out of town customers. If not a shop who is going to start a 
business there in the current economic climate even if the owners were to let the properties? Not looking like a 
goer. If you are out of town then you drive to the easiest to access and cheapest or most 'middleclass' apparently 
supermarket of your choice (I thought the Middle Class would have gone for home delivery but what do I know). 
That is unlikely to be hidden round the back of Faringdon unless you wish to frequent one of the Faringdon 
specialist shops. I do not see the development bringing in any much more folk from out of town than the 'Tesco out 



of town' store.  
 
Coming in from the other direction I had the benefit of having a coffee with a chum sat in the sun of the Market 
Place on Monday. The place is a nice area to be. We need to keep these business going and the area is a 
resource. It is a difficult balance to achieve. Best to get along to Alan Hickmore's consultative meetings and gain 
facts to provide our representitives with reasoned opinions they can use. I do not perhaps agree with the Market 
Place layout totally but at least Mr Hickmore and co tried his best to create something which has seen more use of 
the area for town events. What we had would be a bit of a mess now and much less attractive day to day or as a 
venue for town celibrations. We can only build on what we have that is good.  
Would it be possible to inforce night/out of hours deliveries on a supermarket? If so then 'Waitrose' might work.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Overview - 27/10/10 
 
I think The Steeds ground research revealed a politically incorrect Roman find so was hastily covered up. I have it 
on good authority that a Tescus market place lies under that area and dating remains from round the town show 
that some 50 years after the Tescus opened, a tablet was found dating it's opening, the town was abandaned until 
the Dark Ages when many of the now inhabitants forebares were sent here from Abingdon on the understanding 
that they work hard but give most of thier money to Abingdon.  
It was a shame that Tescus saw the collapse of the Roman town as big plans were afoot. For many years a 
colliseum was planned for sports, a clock was to be made to celibrate bumping off God, always a good idea if he is 
handy - see Afghanistan.  
Several areas were to see new housing for more people not interested in living in the town but on its distance from 
their bosses at work. Alas it was not to be and the whole lot moved to what is now Stanford in the Vale where the 
mud was much better since it was still a swamp then.  
Well I had a spare five minutes and you did ask!  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Possible change in Planning Law  - 27/10/10 
 
"The Housing Minister, Grant Sharps MP, has outlined a new right that will allow communities across England to 
come together and create new homes, shops businesses and facilities. 
Grant Sharp says '"he new community right to build will shift power from Government to communities to allow local 
people to deliver homes and development that they really want ,without being told that their expansion does not fit 
with their local( principal) council's plans and should not go ahead." 
The details will be contained in the forthcoming L ocalism Bill. We will be seeking a clearer definition of community 
organisations which will have the green light to new developments without a specific application or planning 
permission as long as there is overwhelming community backing in a local referendum. Furthermore we will 
demand answers as to how the process of the local referendum will be met. 
 
The National Association guess that where a community brings forward a development c heme it should be granted 
because it:  
Has the support of the local( parish or town)council and the community on the basis of a high quality community 
plan 
Shows evidence of need 
ls of suitable scale with no overwhelmin site constraints on drainage, archaeology and biodiversity  
lt should apply to all development schemes ,not just those involving community development." 
 
This potential change to the law could be of significant importance to Faringdon. Wicklesham quarry development is 
just one possibility. 
Note: 
A word of warning. T he legislation under which we are currently w orking also started with very similar aims but 
was changed by the time it was enacted so that the major change was the weakening of the powers of County C 
ouncils and the strengthening of Districts. 
Name Supplied 
See http://www.number10.gov.uk/queens-speech/2010/05/queens-speech-decentralisation-and-localism-bill-50673 

 



Fernhill Practice Patient Group Meeting - 26/10/10 
 
Next meeting, is to be held at the Practice at 6:30pm- c7.30pm on Thursday the11th of November.  
We hope to be able to inform the group about the Government's latest White Paper and how we think 
Commissioning will affect us here within Primary Care. 
All welcome to come 
Paul Jeffries 
Practice Manager 

 

RE: Expensive Waitrose 23/10/10- 26/10/10 
 
I'd like to move to Faringdon .But where to live's a riddle. 
I often shop in Waitrose but..... 
I also go to Lidle !  
Name Supplied 

 

Wanted for Giant Jumble Sale - 7/10/10 
 
Books, DVDs, bric a brac, toys, good clothes, shoes, bags, etc. 
Raffle prizes. 
In aid of Parkinsons Disease, Multiple Sclerosis and 10% to Hope Dog Rescue. 
All needed for the Giant Jumble Sale, Saturday 13th November. 
Tel: 01367 241753 or 240130 

 

Say 'Yes' to Waitrose / planning - 26/10/10 
 
Provided the planning criteria can be satisfied, a Waitrose or Morrisons in Faringdon would be ideal. A small Tesco 
Express, anywhere in the town, would not be worth the bother.  
 
I shop at Budgens some of the time but the one in Faringdon could be much better. I would definitely not be 
interested in a cafe there..?! What does worry me is parking, and traffic through the narrow centre at peak times. 
Any new supermarket would need its own, additional, car-park with access from outside the town centre.  
 
I suppose the planning people must know what they are doing but it seems to me that too many new houses are 
being built in Faringdon. The shape of the town has become 'warped' and its nature has been changing from small, 
historical market town to 'dormitory' town for people who work and shop elsewhere. The schools will soon be 
oversubscribed, if they aren't already. 
Name Supplied 

 

Sarcasm - 26/10/10 
 
Someone misses me! I agree, the site has become lamentably dull lately, with all this dreary supermarket bickering 
and positively anaesthetic references to council websites and government guidelines. I shall try to get into 'posting' 
mode. The last time I wrote anything sarcastic I was taken to task I seem to remember, but there, you can't please 
all the people all the time.  
 
forum bully  

 

In response to the 'Leakey influenced person' re Coxwell Road 
excavations - 26/10/10 
 
I am a resident of Faringdon and it was I who ran the archaeological fieldwork off Coxwell Road. I have over 15 
years experience in the field and feel that I must point out a few inaccuracies in your postings.  
These perhaps arise from the differences between excavations undertaken by academic institutions (eg. Leakey 



excavating hominid remains in the deserts of Africa), and developer funded commercial excavations, in Britain (Iron 
age / Romano-British on the outskirts of Faringdon). It is standard practice to use a JCB/mechanical digger to 
remove the overburden overlying the archaeology (even Time Team use a machine). Then the archaeological 
features are hand excavated.  
 
In accordance with PPS 5 the developer commissioned an Archaeological Evaluation. This was a relatively small 
project, conducted by a professional company that was following the IfA (Institute for Archaeologists) code of 
practice, and working within a generous time-frame of two weeks. All the trenches were inspected by Oxfordshire's 
County Archaeologist. The archaeological evaluation, is one of the initial procedures, within any proposed 
development to evaluate what nature, and the location of any archaeological remains, if any, are present. If 
planning permission is given, then in advance of any building work, a detailed excavation will be conducted, funded 
by the developer (again within the guidelines set out in PPS 5). Copies of the written report of the evaluation have 
been deposited with the land owner, developers and the county archaeologist.  
 
The shrine revealed in the previous work before the housing estate was built has been reported on in the following-  
 
Weaver, S,D,G and Ford, S. An early Iron age occupation site, a Roman shrine and other Prehistoric activity at 
Coxwell Road, Faringdon. Oxoniensia 71, 119-180.  
 
Cooke, J, Gutterman, E,B,A, and Mudd, A. Excavations of an Iron age site at Coxwell Road, Faringdon. Oxoniensia 
71, 181-285.  
 
Other recommended reading-  
 
Government planning policy statement (PPS 5) 5,  
IfA code of conduct.  
In reference to your second post, the same processes described above will be employed to verify the presence of 
any cropmarks, but I don't think we will be required to investigate any stressed vegetation (perhaps the unhappy 
plants should see a horticultural therapist?). As to a geophysical survey, this would be fairly inconclusive as the 
archaeological horizons were very similar to the natural clay present across the site. I hope this allays any qualms 
about Faringdon's rich and varied heritage.  
Name Supplied 

 

Skatepark - 26/10/10 
 
Whats the plan with the skatepark at the new cricket ground? I understand there has been planning objections, is 
this correct?  
Name Supplied 

 

Local fast food/takeaway - 26/10/10 
 
Local fast food/takeaway  
Worst first(in my opinion), best last  
6. Chicken place opposite budgens-very rude unless you are 18 and wearing a short skirt.  
5. Best food 2000- nice lads, and on time with serving/orders and delivery. but basically the food they sell is to soak 
up the ale.  
4. Mayflower-great service, but food not great 
3. Mings-okay, but again not great and always late with food.  
2. Saffron-good food,but staff a bit too keen (im not worried if my cutlery isnt quite parrellel with each other)  
1.Viceroy-great food, great staff.  
1. Bangkok kitchen-fantastic food(tastes clean and fresh). Obliging staff, if they say 30 minutes to pick up food in 30 
minutes its ready! highly reccomend.  
 
Viceroy and Bangkok kitchen are top of the faringdon league.  
Anyone else ave any thoughts?  
Name Supplied 

 



Supermarkets- 26/10/10 
 
Can someone give a ''BREIF'' explanation on what have been proposed for new supermarkets and where?  
Name Supplied 

 

Community Message from Thames Valley Police- 2610/10 
 
PROPERTY POST CODING KITS  
In order to prove the identity of lost or stolen property a limited number of property post coding kits will be available 
from police stations in the Vale of White Horse area from Wednesday 27th October 2010. These kits will allow you 
to mark any valuable property and then store your coded items on a secure and free database. The cost of a kit is 
£14.00 and includes DNA Ultra Violet & Micro Dot unique coding. Kits are available from Abingdon, Wantage and 
Faringdon Police Station.  
If you require FREE crime reduction advice or further information about property marking, please contact your 
Thames Valley Police Crime reduction Advisor on 08458 505 505.  

 

Waitrose- 25/10/10 
 
Cult following? What nonsense, and what makes anyone think that a supermarket would try to squeeze its delivery 
traffic through the entrance to the municipal car park in Gloucester Street. Do you imagine that they're not clever 
enough to think that one out? 
 
name supplied  

 

Say no to Waitrose – some reasons!!- 25/10/10 
 
This appears to be another dead end development and therefore access/egress for emergency and service 
vehicles would be a problem.  
Access to/from the car park is an issue for large vehicles – the Barnes bus refuse to use the car park due to safe 
access issues and there have been a number of accidents resulting in damage to Elm Side by a large vehicle 
attempting to turn left down the one way system  
 
Additional traffic using the supermarket would create hazards for parents and children attempting to cross at the top 
of the Gloucester Street car park or across the road from the south to the north side of Gloucester Street outside 
the library where there is currently a school crossing – there have been many unreported near misses! Access from 
the Lechlade Rd on to Gloucester street is already a problem with traffic having to wait for lengthy periods 
particularly at the start and end of the school day or on days when refuse was collected and this would be 
exacerbated by extra traffic trying to access/egress the Gloucester Street car park.  
Furthermore delivery vehicles would need to exit the proposed site down the one way system, through the middle of 
the Market Place either up London Street or Marlborough street which would impact significantly on the unique 
character of the town centre to its detrement.  
The site proposed for Waitrose is a green field site already identified by the District Council as not suitable for 
development,  
The site is also a conservation areas and an area protected for its landscape quality.  
Furthermore Faringdon needs a low cost to mid range supermarket able to meet the needs of its growing 
population not a supermarket with a ‘cult’ following.  
Name Supplied 

 

The Steeds - 25/10/10 
 
The Steeds In addition to my previous comment re the archaelogy of the land development proposed @ The 
Steeds - it would be VERY interesting to see what a proper Geo-phys survey of that area throws up. Looking at 
aerial photography of the fields in question, there is certainly vegetation 'stress' evidence of a man-made structure 
that was there at some point. I cannot make any educated guess as to dates, but the geometric outline does 
indicate that it is significantly possible that there was prior occupation of the area.  



Name Supplied 
 

Possible housing development top of Coxwell Road ( The Steeds) - 
25/10/10 
 
This might explain the large digger recently excavating numerous trenches across the field closest to the town 
boundary (which I understood was the Tennis Club land?). It was haphazard and large-scale.  
Having undertaken Research-level archaeology with a renowned (Leakey-standard) archaeologist, I am skeptical 
that this would be enough. I certainly can't see any significant finds being located easily with a JCB... the trenches 
certainly weren't open long enough to allow an archaologist to check ALL the spoil heaps adequately. With a 
Roman temple just meters away (in the Coleshill Dr. estate), I'd like to think that as there is proof of some historical 
activity in the immediate area, that this would merit more than an afternoon scrabbling around with heavy plant 
machinery.  
Certainly anything that might have been there, would now be somewhat pulverised.  
Name Supplied 

 

Sarcasm  - 25/10/10 
 
Can we have more sarcasm on this forum, its the only humour left on here!  
Name Supplied 

 

Whats a Hectare? - 25/10/10 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hectare  
Name Supplied 

 

Hectares  - 25/10/10 
 
 
1 hectare = 10 000 sq metres  
1 Hectare (ha) = 2.4710439 Acre (ac)  
4 Hectare (ha) = 9.8841756 Acre (ac) = e40468sq m = e5.7 football pitches 
1 (ave) football pitch - 7140sq metres 
 
More conversions on http://www.conversion-metric.org/area_conversion/hectare_to_square_foot_conversion.php 
 
A hectare is not a new measure-. It is used by land developers and planning authoties- and probably others. 
'hectare 1810, from Fr. hectare "a hundred ares," formed from Gk. hekaton "hundred" (see hecatomb) + L. area 
"vacant piece of ground." A superficial measure containing 100 ares, coined by decree of the French National 
Convention in 1795' 
see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hectare 
Name Supplied 

 

Land at Steeds Farm  - 25/10/10 
 
http://www.faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk/files/resourcesmodule/@random49088be871b63/1285747553_P_H_Mins_
3_08_10.pdf 
 
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) These meeting minutes include a discussion and points on VWHDCs proposed car parking survey in 
Faringdon 

 

Whats a Hectare? - 25/10/10 



 
Sick to death of the BBC and ITV ramming this alien measure down my throat and now its on this site.  
I can imagine what an acre looks like, a mile and obviously a pint; but hectares! Not a clue.  
Please use a "proper" measure as this is England and we still use miles and pints in pubs.  
 
Colin 

 

Faringdon Arts Festival 2011 - 25/10/10 
 
Second stage for the Faringdon Arts Festival.  
To broaden the appeal of the festival it is proposed to add a second stage.  
The site has yet to be confirmed.  
Sam Prince 

 

Possible housing development top of Coxwell Road ( The Steeds) - 
25/10/10 
 
Wellbeck Strategic planning are trying to get permission for housing development at the top of Coxwell Road 
(Steeds Farm). They say this is a more suitable location than the land south of Park Road (VWHDCs preferred 
option) 
This is the area where the Tennis club is to be relocated ( still). 
They're talking about 420 houses at a lower density than other schemes (2 storey houses with gardens), 4 hectares 
of employment land, and potentially - allotments, new day to day retail and communitiy facilities, onsite renewable 
energy and recycling. 
Anyone know anything more? 
Gene Webb 

 

Found tabby and white male cat in coleshill area - 24/10/10 
Name supplied 

 

faringdon focus letter- 24/10/10 
 
I must agree with the previous post about this. Most of the points dont make sense and the examples of shops and 
businesses are bizare. None of them is likely to be affected by tescos at all.  
Is this the best that the chamber of commerce and faringon focus can do or are they all friends of the writer??  
name supplied  

 

Some good Budgens staff- 24/10/10 
 
I applaud those hard working staff who have done their best over the years to make Budgens customers feel 
valued, but it does seem that they are fighting a losing battle.  
I hate seeing the friendly staff trying to do three peoples jobs while others stand talking. Or else trying to operate 
without a supervisor to override till faults because it has decided not to replace the staff that have left.  
 
Please, those supermarkets looking to take over the proposed sight, go headhunting and take those hard working 
staff who continually try to do their best to where they will hopefully be more appreciated!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Computer Fixer  - 24/10/10 
 
I always use White Horse computer specialists. Ivor has looked after my computers for a few years now. Excellent 
obliging service, flat rate charge. 
 



http://www.whcs.co.uk/ 
 
HT  

 

Local PC Fixer is QuidneIT - 24/10/10 
 
Phone Raoul on 0845-4675087. He'll fix your PC and even explain what QuidneIT means..  

 

Go Waitrose! - 24/10/10 
 
I'd choose them every time over Tescos and Budgens. Waitrose's approach to customers and customer service is 
something both Tescos and Budgens could learn a lot from.  
I vote WAITROSE!  
Name Supplied 

 

Out of town supermarket - 23/10/10 
 
Someone said that Wantage town centre was a wasteland now there were out of town supermarkets, suggesting 
that would happen in Faringdon if tesco comes here.  
I went to Wantage recently and the town centre is thriving. Cargo have taken over where Woollies used to be and 
there isnt an empty shop in sight.  
 
Mind you they have town centre parking and the council have got rid of it here. I bet if they paved over the car park 
in Wantage no-one would go there either!  
Come on tesco, and waitrose for that matter I say and liven the place up a bit.  
name supplied  

 

Someone to fix my PC? - 23/10/10 
 
Can anyone recomend somebody who can fix my PC, locally.  
Thanks  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco  - 23/10/10 
 
These are my feelings on the Tesco issue, as sent to councillors and posted on the Facebook site.  
 
Dear Councillor,  
While the anti-Tescos campaign has had a very strong and public presence in Faringdon, mainly because of the 
availability of Budgens store to host their petition, the opinions of many people in Faringdon are not necessarily 
represented by this campaign. While I can only speak for myself and my wife, I have a strong feeling that a large 
number of your constituents are, like myself, in favour of a reasonable sized supermarket capable of providing a 
broader range of products, at reasonable prices and with improved availability compared with Budgens. My opinion 
is not in favour of Tescos specifically but in favour of an improved store from any of the larger supermarket chains 
(be it Sainsburys, Waitrose, Morrisons or, as currently proposed, Tescos).  
 
In my opinion, Budgens does not provide the level of service that this town deserves (and this is not to decry the 
efforts of the current franchisee to rectify this). I have little confidence that he could ever achieve this in the current 
premises even if they were expanded as currently proposed, in part because I do not see Budgens as a major 
player on the supermarket scene and based on their performance in Faringdon since purchasing the premises from 
Carters. It is difficult to trust a trader who boasts to its customers that they have reduced the number of stock items 
by over 4000 (as Budgens did towards the end of its first year of trading in Faringdon, admittedly with a different 
manager). This may be desirable from a business efficiency standpoint, but it speaks volumes against Budgens 
(the company's) approach to customer service.  
 



You will doubtless be aware of the letter that has been sent recently by Focus On Faringdon objecting to Tesco's 
planning application. I have a number of comments on this letter, as laid out below.  
 
I hope that you consider the opinions of ALL your constituents, both the vocal and the less so when considering this 
application and, hopefully, as a result will feel able to support Tesco's application. Failing that, I hope that if there 
are subsequent applications from the other large chains that the council will feel able to support one of them, It is all 
very well to have 'destination' outlets such as Piano Forte, but Faringdon desperately needs improved day to day 
shopping facilities.  
 
Kind regards  
 
MY COMMENTS ON THE FARINGDON IN FOCUS LETTER  
 
Re Tesco planning Application  
 
'Faringdon is a small but successful Market Town.'  
 
I'm not sure what the criteria are for a successful Market Town, but a town centre that is deserted, day and night, 
with the possible exception of Tueday morning market day and Friday and Saturday evenings doesn't feel 
successful to me.  
 
'It has a unique shopping centre: home to several destination shops â€“ including Majo furniture, The Piano Gallery 
and Turners Tackle.'  
 
Another unique aspect to this is that none of these shops are likely to suffer from a loss of trade as a result of 
Tescos arriving. Mr. Elwell's letter says it all - they are destination shops. People come to Faringdon specifically to 
visit them. They will rarely come to Faringdon for other reasons and 'happen' to discover them. How many people 
stop in Faringdon today (perhaps for a sandwich or a loaf of bread) and discover that there is a piano shop and as a 
result eventually buy a piano? How many (of this already miniscule number) will NOT buy that a piano as a result of 
having shopped in Tescos instead?  
 
'Within the town centre there are a number of National businesses including Bordengate, Bray Health & Leisure and 
Trophy Pet Foods.'  
 
None of these businesses are retail outlets in the sense of a 'normal' shop. 
1) It is unlikely that someone looking for insurance will chance on Bordengate while visiting one of the other shops.  
2)Trophy Pet Foods is an on-line/mail order company only (at least as far as I ever knew and as confirmed by a visit 
to their web-site). Their only presence on the Faringdon shopping scene is a doorway in London Street leading to 
their offices. No real likelihood of Tescos presence affecting their business then!  
3)Bray Health and Leisure is a Medical Products and Devices manufacturing company, as its own Web-Site 
http://brayhealthcare.co.uk/index.php/ states...'Bray Healthcare manufactures medicines, medical devices and 
general pharmacy products for the national health services of England, Wales and Scotland, medical practitioners, 
care providers, wholesale distributors, sports and complementary therapists, veterinary practices, chiropodists and 
podiatrists, schools and retail pharmacies in the UK and 40 other countries.' It has no retail outlet in Faringdon since 
it is basically a manufacturer / wholesaler to health related retail outlets. Furthermore it is located in Regal Way, so 
presumably very close to the proposed location of Tescos and therefore well out of the town centre, by the 
Chamber of Commerce's own argument!  
 
' However, with Cost Cutters increasing their store size and a new mini-market being considered adjacent to the 
new Bloor Home housing estate this comment seems to have little merit or value.'  
 
These are extremely unlikely to proved the range of product offerings of Budgens, let alone Tescos.  
 
Three small and inadequate food shops don't add up to one larger store offering a sensible range of products at 
sensible stock keeping levels. Furthermore the two new ones are even further from the center of town than Tescos, 
so would, presumably, also be drawing people from the town center!  
 
'The suggestion that a Tesco along Park Rd would deter people doing their main weekly shop outside of Faringdon 
is flawed. The proposed shop is no bigger than the existing shopping facility in Faringdon. It will therefore not 
realistically be able to offer a wider choice of goods than already exists (especially bearing in mind that some of the 
shopping space will be used for gifts, cards, kitchen utensils, etc).'  



 
This argument 
a)seems to acknowledge that the shopping facilities in Faringdon are inadequate  
b)ignores the fact that a new store will be designed from day one as a supermarket, making optimal use of the 
space available rather than being squeezed into an outdated building that has been extended piecemeal to become 
the shopping nightmare that is Budgens  
c)Recent 'innovations' in Budgens include the selling of hardware items, books, videos, greetings cards etc. - so 
where's the difference? 
###################  
###################  
'Tesco are keen to promote the idea that those who might shop in the new store would walk from their (free) car 
park to buy bread, meat, flowers, cake tins and a sandwich in Town.'  
 
Unfortunately I have to acknowledge that this point is correct. 
'The amount of business development land in Faringdon is limited. We should not allow anyone to take away the 
space that we have that can be used to enable local businesses to grow organically.'  
There doesn't seem to have been great demand to use the available development land in the thirty years that I 
have lived in Faringdon.  
Name supplied 

 

Waitrose/Tesco - 23/10/10 
 
It was I who suggested that traffic would use the Lechlade road access to a new supermarket; however I see the 
point, I reacted spontaneously to the post as I already shop at Waitrose pretty regularly. I also support Tesco. 
Prices at Waitrose are not as high as you may think, by the way; I shop in many different places so am in a position 
to know.  
 
Does anyone seriously think that Budgens' owner will make the considerable investment necessary to put those 
expansion plans into operation?  
 
Incidentally I have just looked through the public comments re the Tesco application, which was quite interesting. 
The majority of the objections came not from within Faringdon, but from the villages, some of which are so distant 
that I doubt whether the contributors actually come here at all. Smacks of an 'orchestrated' campaign.  
 
What a good thing no-one at the Vale actually allows these letters to influence them. In fact, when has public 
opinion EVER made any difference to what the District Council does in Faringdon?.  
 
Shophound  

 

What a load of rubbish (Grey bin of course) ! - 23/10/10 
 
Anonymity on this site is a great facility but sometimes a name supplied gives him (or her) self away and can easily 
be recognised by normal people.  
The idiot who described who would shop at TESCOs and who at WAITROSE will be easily identified by the extra 
large chip on his (or her) shoulder !  
Name Supplied 

 

Aldi rumour - 23/10/10 
 
Aldi have put a bid in to build a hypermarket at the foot of Folly Hill...  
Can it be true? 
Name supplied 

 

Yes to Tesco - 23/10/10  
 
i just cant believe that people are even considering a store behind the library, its ok saying the lorries can come in 



off the lechade road, but will they be coming through lechlade.or off the 420, and down gravel walk ,then head to 
lechlade ,and in the back way,? park road must be the best location,  
like others have said, who else wants to use that land or the commercial land for sale by the roundabout, no one.  
 
As for the walking distance, if Tesco was at park road, who would walk to do a weeks shopping ,surely you would 
have to drive there. budgens can get bigger and offer more maybe, but it will still be a budgens,  
 
I have had a shop in faringdon for the last twelve years, i want a Tesco to come here, this town has been dying for 
the last 6 years, its like a ghost town, we need something to bring people here, it cant get any worse. It used to be 
so busy on a Saturday, now its like i am on a desert island.  
i am not playing at being a shop keeper, its not a hobby, or something to do while i am retired, its my livelihood, and 
if things don’t change, i will seriously consider selling my premises for flats or houses, nothing ever changes, 
faringdon, was going to get a skate park, like all the other surrounding villages, that’s when my son was seven, he 
is now twenty, and we still don’t have one,  
i think something stinks, a few backhanders behind the scene maybe ? we all know it happens,  
that’s it rant over 
Name supplied 

 

Tesco/Waitrose - 23/10/10  
 
I think I am getting totally confused now.  
So Waitrose ARE putting in a planning application to build a supermarket on land behind the Library on Faringdon 
House land. Was this not the land that Tesco were told was part of a conservation area, or have I got it wrong. If so 
It seems quite biased against Tesco?  
 
I also recall a few years ago, shop owners airing their concerns to Budgens that they were going to start selling 
flowers, newspapers etc when there were already shops selling those items in the town. Budgens told these shop 
keepers that there was room for all of them.  
Budgens is now doing it again by putting in a cafe, when we already have cafes etc in the town. But ironically there 
is no room for another supermarket in the town. Surely this is double standards.  
 
Hope my comments make sense  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco/Waitrose etc. - 23/10/10  
 
Again the town council is being confused with the district council.  
For years Faringdon Town Council has sought another supermarket for Faringdon. The district council on the other 
hand published a report 18 months ago that claimed that Faringdon needed no more shops.  
 
In my earlier posting i forgot to mention that Waitrose will be holding an exhibition to explain their ideas on 
12th/13th November in the Jubilee Room at the Pump House.  
 
They will also be making a presentation to the FTC planning & highways committee on the evening of 23rd. 
November in the Corn Exchange. All are welcome to attend, and as is the normal practice, you will be able to put 
your views.  
Alan Hickmore, FTC Chair of Planning 

 

I support Tesco and Waitrose - 23/10/10  
 
Happy for both Tesco and Waitrose to do battle in Faringdon, two is better than one,(serious price competition) 
providing they both have FREE parking and the dentists still have their free parking(not lost to Waitrose).  
 
Budgens, correct me, but now privately owned is it not? A gold mine, pull it down and build flats, the site must be 
worth a fortune, the owner can then move onto something bigger and better, but the car park will go!!!!!  
 
If we get two supermarkets on the proposed sites I doubt the 'town shops' will survive, they will all have to become 



hairdressers and coffee shops, with no parking (when the VWHDC enforces the double yellow lines) who would 
stop to shop?  
Name Supplied 

 

Fashion through the Ages - 23/10/10 
 
My Grand Daughter has just found a photograph of my sister taken 60 years ago. She was surprised to see she 
was wearing a Hoodie. I explained to her that in those far off days they were only worn by little girls, they were 
usually pink and were called Pixie Hoods. 
So not so macho after all but I won‘t be the one to tell the yobs in the Town centre? 
Anyone care to risk it ?  
Name supplied 

 

Waitrose, Tesco, Lidl. next ? - 23/10/10  
 
At least we now know, whatever the other shy Town Councillors may think, that the FTC Chair of Planning seems 
to appreciate, what everybody else has known for ages, namely, that we need a major food retailer in our town. 
Welcome to Faringdon in the 21st century 
Name supplied 

 

Expensive Waitrose - 23/10/10 
 
I think the sad fact is that the only the well off can afford to shop in waitrose. So some of the Tesco knockers would 
be happy as you would have to live in one of the better areas off faringdon eg elm road type houses.  
For the joe blogg eg town end road type locals whose income will not be suited to waitrose .  
 
So I am guessing some of the local councillors will be only too happy for waitrose to come to faringdon. As it more 
up there street and income bracket than us mere mortals who shop in that common shop tescos.  
Cheers  
Name Supplied 

 

Vote for Tesco - 23/10/10 
 
Trading conditions for independent retailers are difficult, even in a beautiful historic town like Faringdon and the 
current objections to Tesco’s plan are from shopkeepers concerned about the competition that an out-of-town 
supermarket will pose, especially one which is able to offer free parking. The reality is that many local residents 
have taken to shopping outside of Faringdon, as an affordable alternative. Many have chosen to travel to Tesco at 
Swindon, Sainsburys at Wantage or resort to Tesco/Asda etc home deliveries. The entire length of the of A420 
corridor between Swindon and Oxford does not have a single ‘big 4’ store between them. 
 
There is no doubt that there is a gap in the market for a mid range supermarket in Faringdon and there are many 
struggling OAPS and low income families who desperately need a lower cost supermarket than the current 
provision. The restriction on keeping development to a defined town centre, should be waived to meet the public’s 
desire for a mid-range supermarket.  
 
Just as the Coop has brought in new visitors to Stanford, Tesco will do the same. As the store is situated at the far 
end of the town the increased numbers of shoppers can only benefit the existing businesses in the town and 
reverse the steady increase in traffic trying to access the town. Furthermore if Tesco were to operate a three hours 
time limit in their car park. this would allow visitors much more time to visit the town stores and have a coffee at the 
thriving eateries in Faringdon thus avoiding having to pay the car parking charge imposed in the town's other car 
parks, managed by Vale District Council.  
 
Tescos will offer employment, an attractive setting rather than the shabby and neglected site that it now is. Tesco is 
the people’s choice and I urge you to support the application.  
Register your support for Tesco by joining the Facebook Group, 'I'd be happy for Tesco to come to Faringdon' or 
come along to the planning meeting on the 27 October!!  



Name Supplied 
 

Tesco- our councillors' views? - 23/10/10 
 
We now know the planning officers have recommended refusal of planning permission for Tesco on Park Road. 
It would be good to know what our local councillors views are? 
On what basis have they formed this view? 
Please tell us 
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco  - 22/10/10 
 
Trading conditions for independent retailers are difficult, even in a beautiful historic town like Faringdon and the 
current objections to Tesco’s plan are from shopkeepers concerned about the competition that an out-of-town 
supermarket will pose, especially one which is able to offer free parking. The reality is that many local residents 
have taken to shopping outside of Faringdon, as an affordable alternative. Many have chosen to travel to Tesco at 
Swindon, Sainsburys at Wantage or resort to Tesco/Asda etc home deliveries. The entire length of the of A420 
corridor between Swindon and Oxford does not have a single ‘big 4’ store between them. 
 
There is no doubt that there is a gap in the market for a mid range supermarket in Faringdon and there are many 
struggling OAPS and low income families who desperately need a lower cost supermarket than the current 
provision. The restriction on keeping development to a defined town centre, should be waived to meet the public’s 
desire for a mid-range supermarket. Just as the Coop has brought in new visitors to Stanford, Tesco will do the 
same. As the store is situated at the far end of the town the increased numbers of shoppers can only benefit the 
existing businesses in the town and reverse the steady increase in traffic trying to access the town.  
Furthermore if Tesco were to operate a three hours time limit in their car park. this would allow visitors much more 
time to visit the town stores and have a coffee at the thriving eateries in Faringdon thus avoiding having to pay the 
car parking charge imposed in the town's other car parks, managed by Vale District Council.  
 
Tescos will offer employment, an attractive setting rather than the shabby and neglected site that it now is. Tesco is 
the people’s choice and I urge you to support the application.  
Register your support for Tesco by joining the Facebook Group, 'I'd be happy for Tesco to come to Faringdon' or 
come along to the planning meeting on the 27 October!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Lidl? - 22/10/10 
 
New store rumour ? Any truth in the latest rumour I have heard in that Lidl want to open a store in town?  
Name Supplied 

 

Waitrose - 22/10/10 
 
YES YES YES YES YES.  
 
Waitrose will do fine!! They can use the entrance off the Lechlade road, where the old open air swimming pool used 
to be.  
 
Thankyou Alan H for giving us some factual information 
 
shophound  

 

Tesco  - 22/10/10 
 
This is how it will play out in the end. Waitrose will arrive. Budgens closes and sells it's outlet to Tesco. Tesco 
expands Budgens's site into a Tesco Superstore with two story parking facilities.  



 
This is just speculation on my part of course. One thing for certain either Waitrose or Tesco will be approved.  
The squeeze is on Budgens like a ripe fruit.  
Name Supplied 

 

Race to infinity - have you voted yet?- 22/10/10 
 
6.63%, 229 votes have been cast out of a total of 3,452  
www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/ 

 

No Tesco - 22/10/10 
 
The Chamber of Commerce/Focuson on Faringdon letter to the Vale reference the Tescos Planning Application can 
be read on www.FocusOnfaringdon.co.uk 
Nick Elwell 

 

Tesco/Waitrose - 22/10/10 
 
I can confirm that Waitrose have taken an option to buy the site behind the library and will be putting in a planning 
application in November in order to develop the site as a 15,000sq.ft supermarket.  
I talked with them today and explained the access and egress problems and the loss of a site in the consevation 
area along with possible congestion problems in the town centre. They are going away in order to come up with 
their best solutions.  
Interesting times for Faringdon - it is good that major food retailers are taking an interest in the needs of our town.  
Alan Hickmore  
FTC Chair of Planning  

 

Comments/suggestions re our GP Practices - 22/10/10 
 
I'm going to an Oxfordshire Links meeting next week where we'll be identifying issues with GP practices. eg 
- appointment availability 
- appointment suitability 
- Emergency appointments 
- Practice nurse appointments 
- post visit service 
- How far in advance for appointments 
- Automated booking system 
- Using the internet for communication- eg blood test results, hospital letters 
 
.............and any other points you feel are important 
 
Do email me genewebb@rocketmail.com -your views needn't say which practice and won't be published on this 
site! 

 

Tesco  - 22/10/10 
 
Is it possible that the reason the site by the library is being favoured by those supposedly in the know, is so that 
Tesco is voted against? Treatng us like children? I know it's a method I've used!  
Yes we can do what my children want but we do it my way, and they soon change their mind!!  
Name Supplied 

 

supermarket near library- 22/10/10 
 



By all means site a supermarket on the Faringdon House estate but please don't have delivery lorries or increased 
traffic coming down Gloucester Street; think of the children who travel to and from school, the implications of having 
to widen the access to the car park. the existing car parking nightmare on Gloucester Street.  
Churn up some of the Faringdon House estate - we should be doing more to preserve our historic town centre 
rather than driving more heavy goods vehicles through the centre of it!!  
Happy to lay down across the road for this one!!!  
Name Supplied 

 

no Tesco- 22/10/10 
 
Surprise, surprise, no Tesco in Park Road!  
I will continue to shop at Sainsbury in Wantage or Tesco in Abingdon and when I cannot get there I will shop on 
line. Therefore, I will not need to go into Faringdon, only as far as Park Road to the Health Centre. 
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) This is only the planning officers recommendations. It has yet to go to the Planning Committee where 
elected councillors will decide.  

 

supermarket near the library - 22/10/10 
 
can you imagine the congestion of traffic down gloucester street if this rumour is true. how unsafe it would be for 
children at the start and end of school with so much traffic and delivery lorries , its bad enough when budgens get a 
delivery and a car is parked in the way.  
A truely rubbish idea, i can only see how this will hinder faringdon. i guess i will still be going to swindon 
(tesco/asda) for my regular shop. 
a Tesco fan 

 

supermarket near the library - 21/10/10 
 
This sounds like the proposal which has been forward by the Faringdon House Estate. The only comment I would 
make is "Has anyone suggesting this location actually looked at the access to the suggested location?".  
 
As I understand it, it would require access from the Gloucester Street car park for delivery lorries. The access road 
into the car park is *very* narrow and at school times that area is busy with children making their way to the Junior 
school by car, bicycle and on foot.  
 
Adding supermarket delivery lorries into the mix is an accident waiting to happen.  
Name Supplied 

 

Re Waitrose rumour  - 21/10/10 
 
Well what we do know is that the Vale planners prefer the option of a supermarket in the region of Gloucester 
Street car park in the so-called 'Wilderness' owned by Faringdon House to the Tesco option on Park Road. (Born 
out by recent evidence).  
So if Waitrose or another supermarket have made quiet overtures to the council that would not be surprising would 
it?  
 
Honest John  

 

Waitrose? - 21/10/10 
 
If it's true then I think you'd be suprised if you think Waitrose is more expensive than Budgens !. It has always been 
thought of as a top end brand and that has made people think it's only for the well off !. It's very competitive with the 
other main supermarkets now (price matching etc) but has maintained a high standard in customer service, friendly 
helpful staff and store appearence.  
 



I hadn't heard this rumour so will keep a look out !.  
Name supplied 

 

PLANNERS ? ? - 21/10/10 
 
I also only scanned the Planner’s gobbledegook . 
I skated over ‘sequential assessment‘, ‘Policy S1 of the adopted local plan and policy EC16 of PPS4‘, 'contrary to 
local plan policy E10 and policy ECH2 (h) of PPS4'and ‘more flexible retail formats‘, etc, etc, etc as I didn‘t 
understand all of them. Naturally mention of EC16 and ECH2(h) worried me as I fear the introduction of any artificial 
food additives. 
 
I was intrigued by the mention of the council’s 'emerging core strategy' and couldn’t help wondering what is the 
Gestation period of a core strategy ? 
 
I did however understand the bit that implied that the only way into the Town Centre was by, what they describe, as 
a low quality pedestrian route, known by residents as The Grotty Footpath, thus totally ignoring the Station 
Road/Marlborough St alternative which even the VWHDC Officers would have no difficulty locating if they ever visit 
Faringdon. I also noted that the same Officers seem to think that it is a long way from the Wicked Tesco site to the 
Vibrant Town Centre....IT ISN’T ! 
The misunderstanding is probably because they don't appreciate that, while driving down Marlborough Street is 
frowned upon, walking down it is OK. There is no necessity to go via Gravel Walk and Gloucester St. 
I don't think that the VWHDC officers ever check this site. If they did they would understand that there is little real 
opposition to TESCO's apart from those traders with an understandable vested interest.. 
No amount of E numbers will alter that !  
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) Interesting too- if you go to 
http://planning.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_detailview.aspx?keyval=L2CX65BY
C0000 and read the coments corrspondence, you'll see that many objectors come from villages around Faringdon. I 
wonder why someone in Hinton Waldrist felt inspired to object? 
I understand too that the current government has suspended completion of 'Core Strategies', saying that there 
should be more local involvement- I guess 'emerging' means unfinished 

 

Planning permission Waitrose? - 21/10/10 
 
Does anyone know about Waitrose putting in planning permission to build a supermarket near the Library. Heard a 
rumour that the council are happy with this plan, because Waitrose is more expensive than Budgens, and therefore 
Budgens will not lose trade.  
But I don't know if its just a story  
Jacqui Massey 

 

Tesco - VWHDC officers recommend refusal of application- 20/10/10 
 
Recommendation that planning permission be refused for the following reasons:  
1 The application site is situated in an out of centre location, outside Faringdon’s identified town centre area in the 
adopted local plan. In the opinion of the local planning authority, the site is poorly related to the town centre in terms 
of its distance and the low quality of the pedestrian routes which would link the site to the town centre. The 
provision of a supermarket in this location, remote from the town centre, will divert trade from the town centre which 
will have an adverse impact on the vitality and viability of the town centre. The proposal is therefore contrary to 
policy S1 of the adopted local plan and policy EC16 of PPS4. 
 
2 In the opinion of the local planning authority, the applicant has failed to properly undertake a sequential 
assessment of alternative sites in or on the edge of Faringdon town centre, or investigate the use of more flexible 
retailing formats, as required by policy EC15 of PPS4. All potential alternative sites will be assessed as part of the 
council’s emerging core strategy and, as such, this application is considered to be premature in the context of the 
local development framework process.  
 
3 The application site forms part of an established strategic general industrial employment site which is protected 



from development which would lead to the loss of existing business land and premises by policy E10 of the adopted 
local plan. The proposal involves the change of use of the application site to a retail use and is therefore contrary to 
local plan policy E10 and policy ECH2 (h) of PPS4. 
 
Read the full report 
ED(GW) I only scanned the report, but I didn't see any reference to comments on this site or through Facebook 'be 
happy for Tesco to come to Faringdon' 

 

Faringdon and District Cricket Club (F&DCC) - Umpires wanted - 20/10/10 
 
F&DCC requires umpires for the 2011 season.  
We have two teams in different divisions of the league matches organized by the Oxfordshire Cricket Association 
(OCA.). The OCA requires member clubs to supply one umpire per team to officiate on designated Saturdays. You 
would therefore always be with another F&DCC umpire but would not be umpiring matches involving F&DCC or its 
divisions.  
Generous expenses are paid.  
If you, or someone you know, want to represent our progressive club, please contact Stuart Priest 01367 240118. 

 

Broadband question- 20/10/10 
 
A big thank you to slowcoach and anyone else who has taken the trouble to vote for faster broadband even if you 
don't need it yet. Your votes are extremely valuable and it is thanks to people such as yourselves who make things 
happen for those people who are held back by a lack of faster broadband.  
Thank you and please keep the votes coming in and pass the word on.  
 
Our current rank is 61 and we need to be in the top 5 to be selected. Those in the top 5 currently have votes at 22% 
of what is needed (Faringdon has 5% of votes needed).  
Sarah Allen Stevens 
www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/ 

 

Lost collie dog - 19/10/10 
 
Sorry I don't know who's dog it is but it might be worth trying www.doglost.co.uk as they are one of the main 
sources for missing/found dogs.  
I guess you've taken it to the vets to get it scanned for a chip ?.  
Good luck - hope he/she is back with it's owners very soon.  
Name Supplied 

 

Lost collie dog - 19/10/10 
 
Dear Faringdon,  
It seems we have a lost dog in the area of The Swan. It is very well trained and well cared for.  
Description: A small Collie cross, long hair mainly black with a White "collar". The face is a beautiful brown and 
black.  
Is this your dog?  
Call me on 01367 241120 or 0751 3000 390  
Mike Perks 

 

Broadband question- 19/10/10 
 
Thanks for the quick answer. There was no irony in my question and in fact I voted immediately I became aware of 
the campaign.  
 
I'm not a student, or a business. I'm a resident who uses the internet regularly but doesn't watch movies or play 
games, and I imagine quite lot of us fall into the same category, i.e. who aren't aware of any congestion or particular 



lack of services, whatever they may be, and so wonder what it all means.  
 
If I was tempted to move away from Faringdon though, it wouldn't be the lack of faster broadband influencing the 
decision.  
 
slowcoach  

 

Faster Broadband - 19/10/10 
 
A simple answer to the question about broadband upgrade, the campaign is to get BT to install fibre optic into the 
exchange in Faringdon. This is effectively a bigger and faster broadband pipe which will ease the congestion. 
Currently, the maximum broadband speed we can get is 8Mbps and fibre optic can provide broadband up to 
50Mbps.  
 
Faringdon is not blessed with alternative broadband providers, such as Virgin Media who operate in Wantage. 
Virgin provide broadband speeds in excess of 20 Mbps and also offer many other services over the internet that 
we, in Faringdon, are unable to use. It is true that if we don't know what we are missing then we don't tend to miss 
it. But we also need to take account of the businesses, students and residents who do know what they are missing 
may ultimately choose to live, study or set up businesses elsewhere.  
 
We need to make sure that Faringdon remains as future proof as the rest of the country and does not get left 
behind.  
Hope this helps. 
Sarah Allen-Stevens 
Ed(GW) 177 votes, 5.13%. 09.09 todaywww.racetoinfinity.bt.com/ 

 

Community Message from Thames Valley Police -18/10/10 
 

Happy Halloween,  
I am John Turner the inspector for Faringdon and I would like to inform you of what your local neighbourhood 
policing team and local partners are doing during the Halloween and firework celebrations.  
 
My team will be carrying out patrols in the evenings to make sure people who are trick or treating are doing so in a 
friendly manner and not causing a nuisance.  
 
I know for some people this time of year can be a bother as your evenings are interrupted with people knocking on 
your doors for treats.  
 
Most of these children or teenagers are just getting involved in the Halloween celebrations and will be friendly.  
 
At any point if you feel unsafe: 
* Don’t open your door if you’re unsure who is there. Use your spy-hole, look out of a window, and use your door 
chain if you do decide to open your door.  
* Have a contact number of a close relative or good neighbour to hand by your telephone, just in case you need to 
phone them.  
* If you are part of a Neighbourhood Watch scheme, let your coordinator know that you will be on your own at 
Halloween.  
 
If you are a coordinator, please identity people in your scheme that may be vulnerable and offer them reassurance.  
Thames Valley Police will not tolerate any anti-social behaviour at any time of the year. To report anti-social 
behaviour contact the Thames Valley Police non-emergency number on 0845 8 505 505. In an emergency dial 999 

 

Dumping rubbish- 14810/10 . 
 
Unfortunately there are some very lazy residents who think the answer to their recyling problem is to dump large 
quantities of unsorted rubbish in other people's bins - in the early hours of the morning someone came and dumped 



2 black bin bags of garden waste in my grey 'rubbish' bin!!!  
The operators who emptied the bin, complained that it was becoming an increasing problem.  
Name Supplied 

 

Legal Scrumping in Faringdon- 18/10/10 
 
Whatever next, are you trying to take the art out of "scrumping".  
This took years of practice, growing up in Marlbourgh Gardens with Tuckers fields around.  
We began "scrumping" cherries first at the top of the football field. We would then move onto damsons, plums and 
apples later on in the year from gramps orchard ( Charles Stallard the rag and bone man).  
We may have had holes in the seat area of our shorts but we could still get a few pounds of fruit down the front of 
our shirts.  
 
We were pretty lucky CCTV wasn't around then, although if we were caught we would receive a good clip around 
the ear.  
The good old days, yes, they certainly were.  
Roger Stallard  

 

Broadband - 17/10/10 
 
Am I alone?? I didnt realise we had broadband problems in Faringdon. What am I missing? 
 
slowcoach  

 

Broadband campaign- simple question - 17/10/10  
 
Simple Question: If this were to come to Faringdon, what would it do for the Faringdon exchange congestion when 
all the young people come home from school and the adults start to log on to watch the TV programs they have 
missed?  
 
Is super high speed broadband really the answer to our broadband problems in Faringdon?  
Hope someone who is genuinely knowledgeable can answer this question please.  
Name Supplied 

 

Many more votes needed - broadband campaign. - 17/10/10  
 
Pity the mad 5 or whatever, trading as the Vale of White Horse, did not advertise this: Many more votes needed - 
broadband campaign. In their ill conceived publicity handout to every address in Faringdon. There is just the 
possibility that if they had been forward thinking, their own campaign may have won the hearts of the mind !!!! Right 
now, they don't deserve my business.  
 
Tesco, no it's not the best, Morrisons would have been much better, but anything is better than Budgens who arn't 
actually Budgens in Faringdon, just a franchise which adds to your cost!!!!!!  
 
Glad to see that the sensible folk at Cost Cutter, who probably have most to lose out of the Tesco site have been 
VERY professional and kept out of this nonsense been perpretrated by a few of the shop owners in the centre of 
Faringdon.  
Come on, give me a deal that makes me shop in Faringdon, not London prices, stop winging, get me free parking 
(legally, not on double yellow lines) then I will be more than happy to support your busnesses.  
Name Supplied 

 

Bad parking by church goers - 17/10/10 
 
I am shocked and also amazed that every sunday I come back from witney to find double parking by lazy church 
goers . To the point that if a fire engine needed to access a fire etc on the radcot road they would not be able to get 



there in a hurry .  
So if him upstairs is looking down on you and you cause a person to die because the fire service etc not being able 
to pass your badly park car . That I hope in the future you will use the thing your leader gave to you for moving 
around EG your legs to get to church.  
Yours  
Name Supplied 

 

CCTV - 17/10/10 
 
I have nothing to hide either and would prefer the right to continue to do so rather then having someone invent 
something I cannot do. I used to like a pint in the evening stood outside the pub an a quiet hot evening, banned. I 
might sneeze as I walk passed and be acused of spitting chewing gum - its happened, no defence as it 'is on film' - 
etc etc.  
This nothing to hide arguement is rather thin from my point of view. Much of the ill disapline these cameras are for 
used to be controled by local natural justice. However that is banned as is old fashion policing as the new system is 
'better', except it isn't as the purpetraters continue to do it since no one takes direct responsibility on the ground. 
Before a few 'warnings' sorted most folks out. You cannot do this at arms length.  
 
CCTV sounds like another very good reason to not go into the centre of town for my own personal reasons and 
becouse it is now earmarked as a dodgy area not policed effectively.  
Just what we need really. Tesco please.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Lost dog  - 17/10/10 
 
Dear Faringdon,  
It seems we have a lost dog in the area of The Swan. It is very well trained and well cared for. Description: A small 
Collie cross, long hair mainly black with a White "collar".  
The face is a beautiful brown and black. Is this your dog? Call me on 01367 241120 or 0751 3000 390  
Mike Perks 

 

Tesco- 14/10/10.  
 
I cannot wait for Tesco to come to Faringdon - I shop every week in their Abingdon store - I did a weekly shop in 
Budgens back when we had all the snow not only did it cost an EXTRA £45 I could'nt get all I needed and I don't 
mean just bread and milk!  
Name Supplied 

 

Many more votes needed - broadband campaign. - 16/10/10 
 
170 votes, 4.92% at 16.26 today 
Do get your family and friends to vote. 
I hope all the businesses in Faringdon have voted - it's in their interest to 'wire' Faringdon 
Gene Webb 

 

Traffic monitor  - 16/10/10  
 
There's also a cable across the road between Budgens and White Horse Bookshop, Marlborough St 
Gene Webb 

 

Too Good to be True - 16/10/10  
 
Is the news about a CCTV camera checking on illegal parking in the London St area genuine or just wishful thinking  



If genuine it could result in a reduction in our Council Tax. 
And for those who might claim it is 1984 Big Brotherism I maintain that I, for one, have nothing to hide. 
Except my identity on this site of course.  
Name Supplied 

 

CCTV - 16/10/10  
 
Actually, its a transport survey camera, monitoring The Market Place. Perhaps, at long last something may be done 
about the Market Place layout and traffic problems 
 
name supplied.  

 

CCTV - 16/10/10  
 
Camera outside Blockbusters might be for catching John Ottway?  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

CCTV - 16/10/10  
 
CCTV is to help with cut down the crime in faringdon & to do instant double yellow line parking fines in the town 
center & London street..  
Name Supplied 

 

Legal Scrumping in Faringdon on Sunday 17th October- 16/10/10 
 
- starts at 2pm after your Sunday Lunch through to 4pm or until when the Apples have all gone! +++ help me raise 
much needed money for Breast Cancer Research  
 
Two BIG FAT BURSTING Bramley Apple Trees - Although I value my Brown Garden Recycling Bin which I have 
now filled 3 times now with Windfall Apples - It is SUCH a waste - should be for Cooking NOT Compost!!! So on 
Sunday 17th October it is "Faringdon's Legal Scrumping Day" from 2pm to 4pm - Bring your blankets or sheets to 
catch the apples - I have a stepladder - If you have a walking stick, hooked umbrella, long hook or pole or one of 
those long branch loppers to shake the upper branches then bring them!!! I think they are Bramley Cooking Apples, 
Green but on the side near the Sun VERY Rosy Red - Bramley apples work well in pies, cooked fruit compotes and 
salads, crumbles, and other dessert dishes. They are also used in a variety of chutney recipes, as well as in cider 
making. Whole Bramley apples, cored and filled with dried fruit, baked, and then served with custard is an 
inexpensive and traditional British pudding. Cooked apple sauce is the traditional accompaniment to roast pork. Hot 
apple sauce goes very well with ice cream.  
 
Optional but not a mandatory donation please to the fundraising campaign we are doing where I work ... Breast 
Cancer Research .... so everyone wins! Scrumping Location 36 Coxwell Street, Faringdon SN7 7HA - Location is 
nearly opposite the advertising hoarding with a M&S Redtime Story (Lady in Red M&S Lingerie)Find the little Red 
Brick house with the 4 White Windows and the wrought iron side gate.  
 
Just a thought - I am decluttering my undie's drawers tomorrow to recyle all my Bras that I don't wear to raise funds 
at £1 per kilo for Breast Cancer Research - via the www.BreastTalk.co.uk Bra Appeal! Bras goes to people that 
need some uplift in UK and mainly Africa and money goes to Breast Cancer Research -so Bring your old Bra's to 
add to mine - help me raise money for Charity and collect loads of apples !! -  
any enquiries please to teresareynolds@btinternet.com or 07825 971855  
Thanks Teresa  

 

Bloke on Scooter  - 16/10/10 
 
I have not encountered the Begging Lady with the dog - but it's ok she can knock on MY door as much as she likes 
- I NEVER answer my door at ANY time unless I have a pre arranged appointment or I know a friend or neighbour 



is "incoming" - BUT I have a problem ref SCOOTERMAN - I think he has been watching too much daytime TV with 
all the adverts for no win no fee - Have you had a fall or injury that we can help you claim DAMAGES for - 
SCOOTERMAN insists on trying to position himself in the roadways of Faringdon and then move forward towards 
me under scooter power so that we have an eventual impact and he will then obviously say - They HIT ME - and 
poor little "disabled me" fell off my mobility scooter and hurt myself - I should feel sorry for him but I am disabled too 
and I am not pissed when I am driving my Mobility Aid -  
 
"My Scooter" has a camera which I can use in my car in reverse escape mode from Scooterman - so I don't harm 
him or myself or any other cars or pedestrians - BUT I don't hit SCOOTERMAN either.  
 
By the way I DO hope you recyle your drink cans (the ones you have in your hand when driving your mobility 
scooter, while not holding the handlebars) in an environmentally friendly manner. By the way next time you try and 
RAM me again I will be looking at the rear view reversing camera while holding up my video camera with the hand 
that is not steering (NB not my phone because that is illegal) to prove that you are trying to make a buck or three 
out of Car Driver Rams Disabled Scooterman!!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Child friendly Guy Fawkes night - 15/10/10 
 
Roves Farm are doing a child-friendly bonfire night, starting early and no loud bangs. It's near 
Sevenhampton/Highworth so not very far.  
http://www.rovesfarm.co.uk/eventsactivities/page37/page37.html  
Rebecca DuPlessis 

 

lloyds tsb . - 15/10/10 
 
Annoying that they charge but why should a bank do free work for somebody who isn't a customer ?. We already 
have free use of the cashpoints if you aren't a customer but to expect a cashier to spend time working for free for 
another banks customer seems unfair. A bit like going to Mings for your chinese and then up to Rainbow to ask for 
free chips !.  
 
We have two banks in the town and I hope we can keep them - the only way to do this though is for people to have 
their accounts there. You could always try going into shops in town with bags of loose change and see if they will 
be happy to spend time counting it out for your shopping !. 
Name supplied  

 

re lloyds tsb change issue. - 15/10/10 
 
Budgens will change your change for you (in small amounts) so will the p.o and dillons and they wont charge either 
some small companys have to pay to have change delivered so i bet they would be gratfull for some change  
Name Supplied 

 

CCTV? - 14/10/10  
 
Whats with the c.c.t.v put all round town anybody know perhaps there looking for the person delivering the leaflets 
round town  
Anybody else know why they are there  
Name Supplied 

 

Camera outside Blockbusters? - 14/10/10 
 
Anyone know what the new camera is for outside BlockBusters?  
Name Supplied 

 



Dogs in the SWAN - 14/10/10 
 
The landlady of the swan has indeed go an dog, she keeps it locked out the back howling all evening. I can hear it 
from my house.  
Name Supplied 

 

YES ! More Broadband ! - 14/10/10 
 
OK, so this was the first I had heard of this race for faster broadband, it has not yet been well publicised 
anywhere!!!!!  
I have voted for Faringdon as requested, but I have to say there are some far more 'needy' places. My line speed 
cap in Faringdon is 8.1 meg and I pay f2s around £15 a month for this.  
I have another broadband line at another site with BT, my line speed cap there is BELOW 0.5 meg and cost me a 
similar £15 a month.  
The exchange for the other site has 15,000 subscribers and only 0.49% have voted, probably because they have 
not heard of the 'race' either.  
So all in all Faringdon, our broadband is OK, that is until evening, when it is rubbish, but that is a BT line congestion 
problem, not an ISP issue.  
 
Wonder if VOWHDC could use the next Section 106 agreement money (maybe from the TESCO development) to 
fund high speed broadband in Faringdon? if they know where Faringdon is!!!!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco Leaflet- 14/10/10.  
 
i cant see why the people who got involved with the bogus leaflet have any thing to worry about, Tesco wont be 
doing haircuts, selling painted sticks, sweets by the quarter, or £100 handbags,  
I see budgens want a cafe in their new plans, what about the cafe we already have, budgens wont worry about 
taking there trade, seems to me everyone who wants a Tesco, don’t shop at budgens any way,  
i have lived here 25 years, and have not done a full shop at budgens/carters yet, i go to Swindon.  
Name Supplied 

 

Green Bin Gray Bin Food Bin- 14/10/10 .  
 
Since the new collection service started 4/10/10 we still have not had any waste collected. 3 phone calls , 2 emails 
and still nothing collected.  
Name Supplied 

 

Green wheelie bins - 14/10/10 
 
:- i havent had mine emptied either and they can,t say they have as im on asssisted collection ,ive rang them every 
day since monday twice a day and you sit in a cue for nearly a hour each time as the message say they are 
experiencing a high call volume i wonder why?so i wait patientally only to be told its in hand.  
can,t fit any more in and they won,t take it if you put it lose bring back the old way of doing it i say it,s a joke they 
did,nt empty my black one either mind you when they said they would pick it tuesday to me on monday i did forget 
to ask which tuesday and what year  
Sandra Saunter 

 

YES ! More Broadband ! - 14/10/10 
 
We have just over 200 non-residential 01367 subscribers as well as more than 3200 residential in our area 
A careful study of this website visitor statistics on the home page may tell high IQ posters exactly how many 
individuals enjoy this site but to me the information is as much value as a chocolate teapot  
However I know the answer may be summed up as "A LOT" 



So why have we only had less than 200 votes cast ? 
 
ED(GW) provides you all with a fantastic service so why not show a little appreciation by doing as she asks and 
VOTE ! !  
Name supplied 
ED(GW) 145 votes, 4.2% 

 

Guy Fawkes night - 14/10/10 
 
With Guy Fawkes night approaching, can anyone recommend a local fireworks display suitable for children. ie not 
too late in the evening.  
Thanks.  
ED(GW) Have a look at http://faringdon.org/nvwhatson.htm 

 

Yes - dogs allowed in the Swan- 13/10/10 
 
Thanks Andrea for the info on the Swan.  
My other half and I will have to try it out...with the four legged fiend in tow :) I've been told they do a good selection 
of real ales which should keep my partner happy....and quiet!  
Sam 

 

Infamous leaflet- 13/10/10 
 
So the infamous leaflet issued by some gutless wonders using The Vale Of White Horse Logo has backfired big 
time. No-one will take responsibilty for this piece of garbage that was circulated to other towns and villages giving 
them a great laugh at our town and no doubt having them rubbing their hands with glee at the prospect of gaining 
more business from disaffected Faringdon residents.  
 
Well done the organisers of this inaccurate leaflet, top marks for shooting your selves in both feet, or between the 
eyes, thus missing your brains by 6 feet; or 5 feet if the suspected culprit whose fingerprints are all over the piece is 
indeed the guilty party.  
 
Those retailers who allowed themselves to be associated with this failed stunt should hang their heads in shame for 
their stupidity and luddite views.  
I for one will never again give them my business they have trashed our town and deserve to go out of business 
asap.  
Name Supplied 

 

Ken Stickley- 13/10/10 
 
It is with regret that I inform Faringdon that Ken Stickley has passed away.  
The funeral will be held at All Saints Church, Faringdon on Wednesday October 20th at 12pm 
Sally Thurston 

 

More votes needed - broadband campaign. - 13/10/10 
 
We desperately need more votes for the Faringdon exchange on www.racetoinifinity.bt.com/home.  
If you haven't voted, please could you vote. You don't need to be a BT customer and you aren't committing yourself 
to faster broadband but you are helping Faringdon to move into the 21st century.  
 
Please tell your friends, parents, children - anyone who can help to spread the word, place a vote and has an 
01367 prefix. Our ranking is currently 53 and we need to be in the top 5, like Blewbury, who are currently ranked #3 
with 14% of their votes accounted for.  
The campaign finishes on 31st Dec 2010 - your votes and ideas for promoting this campaign would be very much 
appreciated.  



Sarah Allen Stevens 
ED(GW) 135 votes, 3.91% at 15.30 

 

Yes - dogs allowed in the Swan- 13/10/10 
 
Yes, dogs are welcome in the Swan.  
I checked on Sun night, then two came in right on cue as if to prove it! Apparently the land lady has one.  
Lovely, clean pub, great beer and snacks and a wonderful lack of irritating 'piped music'.  
Recommend a visit.  
Andrea 

 

LLoyds Bank. - 13/10/10 
 
Ten pounds, ten coins, one note, five pound charge...I do hope you suggested where they could put the note! 
 
Name Supplied  

 

Tesco - 13/10/10 
 
There are over 400 people on Facebook supporting Tesco coming to Faringdon.  
See http://www.facebook.com/pages/Id-be-happy-for-Tescos-to-come-to-Faringdon/151529074882400.  
I hope they have all commented on the application here: PublicAccess v7.4 @ Vale Of White Horse District Council: 
Application Details (10/00867/FUL)  
Sheila  

 

LLoyds Bank. - 12/10/10 
 
I read that the bank is going to charge you to change your coins. Then I thought - don't they charge local 
shops/businesses to obtain small change? So wouldn't it be a better idea if local shops could change small 
quantities for you. Obviously not lots and lots of bags otherwise they would spend all day counting! They would 
benefit by not paying for change and you can save yourself a journey to Swindon etc. 
Would any shops be interested in this idea?  
Rachel  

 

Re LLoyds Tsb. - 12/10/10 
 
I was also told i would have to pay a charge to change some loose coin in to a note. ten coins, ten pound, note 5.00 
charge.  
so it aint just budgens pushing us out of town to shop the banks as well  
Name Supplied 

 

Begging lady with dog - 12/10/10 
 
This is for the comments about the begging lady and the bloke in the scooter. I do believe he has now been 
reported by myself and others for hanging around by the schools. Keeps trying to grab children on their way out of 
school, mainly the juniors and infants. It's getting beyond a joke now my children are scared of going out he got the 
wheelchair on his side. if people see him there to ring the police asap.  
Something needs to be done 
Thanx 
Name Supplied 

 

well well well still homeless - 12/10/10 



 
council are useless last meeting i had i was told "dont count on geting any where any time soon" that was nice of 
them, but what gets me is im homeless wanting somewhere to have my children and some one i know still liveing 
with there parents and and get offerd a 2 bed flat in swindon ??????? some one please explain this to me  
Rob Stanton 

 

Green wheelie bins - 12/10/10 
 
We too have not had our bin emptied, but in our case Verdant's records show that it was emptied. Sally Wilson, 
Verdant's mouthpiece at the Vale claims that it is policy to accept the electronic data rather than the word of the 
injured party. Here is what she said in her email 
 
"I attach a copy of yesterday's collection record for your property. You will see it records for 15 Bennett Road the 
emptying of the 240 litre recycling bin at 10:11 and weighing 18kg. I have also attached the collection record for 14 
Bennett Road, which shows their bin as emptied at 10:14 and weighing 9.5kg. The bins contain micro-chips, which 
contain a number that links the bins to specific properties. When the bins are emptied, the chips are read and the 
time, weight and whether recycling or refuse bin, are recorded on the database against the relevant property. The 
call centre explained that you have checked the address labels on your bins and they are correct to your property. I 
am satisfied that these records show that your recycling bin was emptied yesterday and am therefore unable to 
instruct the contractor to return".  
 
So much the new waste collection system. Has anyone else had a similar experience. 
Andrew Marsden 

 

regarding the fat dog - 12/10/10 
 
Has anyone seen the size of the fat cat in the crown it could feed a whole entire army for a year  
P.s i am told its not fat it is just the breed it is  
Name Supplied 

 

LLoyds Bank. - 12/10/10 
 
I have been to the bank this morning to change some money, it was only a small amount of coins, I was asked if I 
had an account at the bank, when I said no I was then informed I would be charged £5.00 to change the coins!  
So now I have to go to Wantage or Swindon where my bank is.  
Well done again the businesses of Faringdon for pushing customers out of town!  
Name Supplied 

 

Votes are increasing - broadband campaign. - 11/10/10 
 
124 votes have been cast out of a total of 3,452, 3.59% 
www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/home 

 

Begging lady with dog - 11/10/10 
 
concerning the lady begging with brown dog my partner was approached by her and still owes us £5 told us she 
wanted it for electric her and the man on the scooter are a menances a specially him he hangs round in the town 
and accosting the women so be wary of him. 
So faringdon be aware  
Name supplied 

 

Green wheelie bins - 12/10/10 
 



I took great pleasure in regaining an empty recycling bin after collecting contents since the bins were issued. My 
normal rubbish has not yet filled a plastic sack in the sametime.  
It does feel like the system will be more effective in dealing with waste. Hopefully the teething problems and folks 
without front gardens or storage space can sort out a solution that works perfectly too. 
Am I lucky is this system actually a good one?  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Tesco - 12/10/10 
 
Bill, thanks for reply. I agree with you pretty much down the line.  
The debate is only constructive if it deals with facts. Both sides seem lacking in them and if there is a serious wish 
to present a case an 'experiment' on pricing would be pretty useful if conducted correctly and without bias. Like 
most issues when facts are required the frequancy of postings does seem to dry up. Depends how important you 
feel the topic is. If I had a business interest in the town I would be looking for factual evidence to present against the 
planned shop. I would also look to make a positive if I lost against the planning, like gaining free parking.  
Seems pretty simple to me, failure means you rely on other people. Like yourself I am not motivated to research the 
topic myself.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Folly Halloween- Cancelled  - 12/10/10 
 
For this year only - due to building works 
Sorry!! 
Gene Webb 

 

Roadworks on A420 at Buckland:- 12/10/10 
 
Like many others I was badly delayed heading home tonight. The OCC website reveals that the works, near the BP 
garage at Buckland, will continue until at least Saturday.  
To avoid:  
Leaving Faringdon towards Oxford, take the A417 out of Faringdon towards Stanford, and then turn left on the 
B4508 through Hatfield and Pusey to rejoin the A420 east of the works.  
Coming towards Faringdon from Oxford, turn left onto the B4508 through Pusey and Hatfield until you meet the 
A417 and turn right towards Faringdon.  
This detour adds 2 miles to your journey but will save a lot of time sitting in traffic wasting fuel.  
Delay tonight was in the order of 20+ minutes at peak hour.  
The culprit is Wales & West Utilities - not sure what they are doing yet, or when we were warned about it...  
Peter McGurk 

 

Green wheelie bins not emptied - 12/10/10 
 
just wondering if anybody knows why 5 of the green wheelie bins (recycle) were not emptyed today at clocktower 
court between number 17 and 22 yet they seemed to empty all the others but just walked past ours . my bin is full 
up and as i have nowhere else to put my recycles i will just have to throw them in to my grey bin!!!  
John Townsend 

 

Votes are increasing - broadband campaign. - 11/10/10 
 
111 votes, 3.2% 
www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/home 

 

Tesco prices- 11/10/10 
 



I was one of the culprits making flippant responses to Chloe's post. She did not in fact answer any question about 
pricing, but for the most part made unsubstantiated claims and innuendo, and 'proposed an experiment'. Such 
posts invite flippancy. Perhaps you should take it less seriously, there was no malice intended.  
 
The locally expected Tesco is not one of the largest types, but not the smaller 'local' ones either. If you really are 
that bothered about price comparisons, then make a shopping list and drive around checking it all out, that's the 
only way you'll be sure, and even then remember that prices change daily/weekly so you'll have to make several 
trips and note the average difference.  
 
Personally I couldn't really care less whether Tesco comes here or not, but what I do become mildly irritated about 
is suggestion masquerading as fact, (on either side) which is then taken up by gullible people and repeated as 
though it were gospel. It adds nothing to the debate. 
 
Bill  

 

Dogs allowed in the Swan?- 11/10/10 
 
I was just wondering if anyone knew if dogs were welcome in The Swan. 
Sam 

 

Fantastic Fat Dog - 11/10/10 
 
I have been to the Fat Dog restaurant twice and the food is absolutely fantastic, so if you want a treat go and try it - 
fab  
Name Supplied 

 

On Face book? - Spread the word to vote for High Speed broadband for 
Faringdon 
 
I'm not a regular Facebook or Twitter user - but I expect lots of you are. 
Please get people to vote on www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/home  
The numbers are growing!! 
Gene Webb 

 

Such a great start to the broadband campaign. - 11/10/10 
 
I've just voted (#75).  
We desperately need faster broadband otherwise we will be left behind to other towns, such as Wantage, 
Highworth etc.. (i.e any town not using an 01367 prefix).  
Lack of broadband speed will ultimately affect those people purchasing houses or starting/relocating their business 
or even setting up a shop.  
If there's £5k of equipment in it for a school - bring it on....  
 
As a community, we achieved spectacular results getting broadband to the area in 2001/2002 - let's do it again!  
Sarah Allen-Stevens 
ED(GW) Vote on www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/home At 11.13 11/10/10 we have 87 votes . 2.52% of total 

 

Begging lady with dog - 11/10/10 
 
I thought that i should put a posting on to warn people that the begging lady with the brown labrador is back and 
taking her begging to a new level.  
 
On Friday (8/10) evening I witnessed her and a gentleman on a mobilty scooter going along Park Road knocking on 
people's doors and asking for money. I confronted her to tell her to stop and that I was calling the police. I have 



since heard that she carried on along Park Road and neighbouring roads begging, saying that she was locked out 
and needed 5p towards her fare to get to Wantage to get a Key cut.  
 
Please everyboby be aware that this is not the case and she merely wants it for alcohol. If she should ask you for 
money either at your door or in the street, please, please report it to the poilce as she has been arrested and 
warned about this before.  
Name Supplied 

 

Shop prices- 11/10/10 
 
Very interesting. Chloe has hit a raw nerve over pricing.  
We have two 'name supplied' messages offering fippant or rude answers to a legitimate question, what are you 
hiding? No factual response?  
We have one reply offering information which does not answer the question, but thank you as it is an answer. So 
that would be a failure to counter Chloe's arguement at the moment. Having made the point it is up to those who 
believe that prices will be substantually cheaper to provide a case to support their claims and not the other way 
round.  
Without that information an informed opinion cannot be formed. I happy to remain undecided as to if I am for or 
against but at the moment no is winning.  
Convince me otherwise.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Re broadband - 11/10/10 
 
The word is spreading fast. Less than an hour after I put my (58th) vote we had another 10.  
Keep going. I can't believe that BT think that Faringdon is not commercially viable enough to be on their list for fast 
broadband.  
Secretly, another reason to vote for a big business such as Tesco's.  
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) Vote on www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/home At 08.47 11/10/10 we have 69 votes . 2% of total 

 

Tesco- 10/10/10 
 
"Tesco just want to undercut the nearest walking-distance competitor by the slimmest margin possible to entice 
custom.  
They can save more money by employing very few staff at the smaller branches. 
In the local shops, the checkouts are usually unmanned while a lone member of staff stocks shelves, leaving you to 
fight with the self-checkout machines and wait several minutes if alcohol purchases require "approval" or when you 
find that the bagging area contains no bags - bags which are so thin and cheaply made they can barely carry a 
bottle of wine for a 2-minute walk." 
 
Goodness me. Chloe has been a busy girl. I wonder how she knows all these 'facts'. She must shop a lot at Tesco 
local stores. Perhaps she's cross because her bottle of wine got broken when it fell out of one of those flimsy bags. 
My advice? Take your own bags, Chloe, or drink the wine straight away.  
 
name supplied  

 

Shop prices- 10/10/10 
 
It is quite easy to pick out items which are cheaper, or more expensive, than the local store depending on which 
way you wish to bias your argument, but for those who need to, are interested enough, or even enjoy comparing 
shop prices, here are a couple of comparison sites.  
 
http://www.supermarket.co.uk/index.html 
 
will show you special offers etc; and this one 



 
http://www.mysupermarket.co.uk 
 
allows you to compare your own choice 'shopping basket' across a range of supermarket prices.  
 
I imagine that the Tesco prices will be those of it's larger stores, but I doubt there will be a very great difference. 
(The proposed store for Faringdon is bigger than an 'Express', smaller than a 'Superstore') Neither of the 
comparison sites will allow you to compare prices with our local Budgens, but you'll just have to take your list and 
do it yourself.  
 
Shophound 

 

Tesco - 10/10/10 
 
As the new Tesco (should it ever materialise) will be so awful/badly stocked/understaffed/overpriced/tiny/and with 
only one checkout open, what has Budgens got to worry about? 
 
name supplied  

 

Tesco prices- 10/10/10 
 
I fear Chloe has answered my question over Budgon/Tesco local shop pricing and to the negative of those who 
expect 'el cheapo' prices on the doorstep. I too think pricing will not be 'cheap'. Going further would you find the 
same thing if you went to a large Budgons, very likely.  
This factor rather undermines much of the pro debate.  
 
I return to my suggestion either a new supermarket should be a really good big one or perhaps we are better off 
without it. An additional top up shop is of no real benefit, especially if it is enough to drive away the options offered 
by specialist shops.  
Certainly the Town should require some benefit for allowing a new supermarket to come in. This is totally normal. I 
believe it should include a free parking scheme for the town centre as previously argued.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Transport Consultation - Oxon County - 10/10/10 
 
Have a read of http://myconsultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/inovem/gf2.ti/f/6274/17349.1/pdf/-
/Chapter%2022%20%20Faringdon.pdf 
This describes how the County views Faringdon and it's transport needs. 
 
You can email your views on this to localtransportplan@oxfordshire.gov.uk or through the website 
 
Gene Webb 

 

Tesco prices- 10/10/10 
 
Tesco 
 
As the new Tesco (should it ever materialise) will be so awful/badly stocked/understaffed/overpriced/tiny/and with 
only one checkout open, what has Budgens got to worry about? 
 
name supplied  

 

Tesco prices- 9/10/10 
 
For those of you who are hoping a new Tesco in Faringdon will be significantly cheaper than Budgens, I propose a 



little experiment. 
Drive up to the large Tesco on the edge of Swindon or Oxford and make a note of some prices. Then head to one 
of Tesco's smaller "local" shops in the same town. You'll find the same goods are often around 20% more 
expensive or worse. Which do you expect a small-to-medium shop in Faringdon to be?  
Tesco just want to undercut the nearest walking-distance competitor by the slimmest margin possible to entice 
custom. They can save more money by employing very few staff at the smaller branches. In the local shops, the 
checkouts are usually unmanned while a lone member of staff stocks shelves, leaving you to fight with the self-
checkout machines and wait several minutes if alcohol purchases require "approval" or when you find that the 
bagging area contains no bags - bags which are so thin and cheaply made they can barely carry a bottle of wine for 
a 2-minute walk.  
I would love more shopping choice in Faringdon. I was embarrassed recently when friends from Oxford visited 
Faringdon at 3pm on a Saturday afternoon (surely a peak shopping time for most high streets) and were surprised 
that most of the shops were shut. But Tesco don't plan to be a panacea for Faringdon, only their own profit margins.  
Chloe 

 

New School? - 9/10/10 
 
I seem to think I heard mention of a possible school being built along park road. Anybody know anything?  
We are going to be desperate for a school very soon if Faringdon keeps growing at the speed it is.  
Name Supplied 

 

Vote for high speed broadband now ! - 910/10 
 
 
Just for once all TP posters can agree on something. A very rare if not unique happening !  
Super high speed broadband would be great.  
 
So do as Gene suggests. 
Forget about Tescos, dogmess, budgets and bus shelters for two minutes and vote for it.  
 
 
HGM 
ED(GW) Now 27 votes - but we need loads more 

 

High Speed Broadband for Faringdon - we need to vote - 8/10/10 
 
I've only just learned about this...... 
Over the next five years BT is rolling out superfast fibre optic broadband across the UK. If you're not on the 
announced roll out plan The Race to Infinity gives you the opportunity to fast track your area to get BT Infinity next.  
The five areas with the largest percentage of votes by December 31st 2010 will win the chance to bring superfast 
broadband to their area. BT will also donate £5,000 of computer equipment to a local community project. Whether 
you're big on social networking, gaming, streaming, uploading or downloading, prepare to have your life 
transformed with superfast speeds.  
 
To vote simply go to 'VOTE NOW' (www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/home)and enter your details. Don't forget to pass it on 
to your friends on Facebook and Twitter to get your area to the top of the scoreboard. 
 
We've only got 13 votes out of over 3400!!!! 
 
I guess they're collecting mailing list data too - but you can tick a box that says 'no offers etc' 
Gene Webb 

 

Community First Responders needed in Faringdon - 8/10/10 
 
Community First Responders are volunteers who are trained by the Ambulance Service to a nationally recognised 
level and provide life saving treatment to people in their local communities.  



Community First Responders are always backed up with the nearest available emergency ambulance.  
 
If you think you might be interested in joining the team we would love to hear from you.  
Please call Gof Smith on 07799 8800 91  

 

Faringdon as a destination centre.- 8/10/10 
 
Yes I did incude the undertakers as a destination shopping experience - sorry I didn't intend the pun.  
I know that the list is tedious, but I think it does show that Faringdon is not the dead or dying town that seems to be 
the perception of some.  
It is very possible that the coming of Tesco could even help to expand the retail offer in our town. Many retailers are 
likely to think "if Tesco (the countries most successful retailer) can make money there - so can we".  
It is very important that we take positive action to show what a wide variety of shops that we have rather than the 
gloom and despair that some seem to be being promoted.  
"The evidence" shows that a thriving and diverse shopping center will benefit from edge of town development such 
as is proposed - so let's demonstrate that that is what we have.  
(These are my views and not necessarily those of FTC).  
Alan Hickmore 

 

VWHDC preferred supermarket site option- 8/10/10 
 
I have previously mentioned twice on this site my curiosity/disquiet at the obscurity surrounding the reasons for the 
district council's 'preferred option' for a retail site. 
 
The planning process may well be in chaos, but that is no excuse for the total lack of communication from our three 
district councillors.  
 
If there IS a preferred option, then there are reasons; our councillors will be aware of them and we should be told 
what they are. I know they read this forum, so let's hear some facts from the horses' mouths please, otherwise 
there may well be grounds for wondering what vested interests are at work behind the scenes. 
 
name supplied  

 

Re " tesco has such a bad reputation, with everything"  - 8/10/10 
 
Tom issued the challenge to us Tescos supporters to look at any online papers to justify his unfair statement that 
Tescos has a bad reputation. I looked at his suggested link only to find out that the story is 3 years old. So, I 
thought I'd google budgens and look what I found with ease.  
This is only a year old: http://www.midhurstandpetworth.co.uk/news/Budgens-store-in-Midhurst-fined.5712326.jp  
Name Supplied 

 

Vale "Surveys"  - 8/10/10 
 
I was interested to see the surveys which collect information on our views of the VWHDC services. These surveys 
are not in fact published by the Vale Council, but by Conservative party councillors, as stated.  
 
As one with years of experience in market research, I can tell you that the collection of names and addresses is 
quite unnecessary on these forms. Names and addresses of respondents are collected on market research surveys 
only for the purpose of moderating the interviewers' performance and in this case the forms are self- completed, 
and you cannot send more than one of each from the same IP address.  
 
The most interesting item, however, is the last. You are requested to state your political preference - also your 
address and you cannot send the form without completing this. 
 
Far from merely "...ensuring a representative sample.." (which is quite easily done depending on your sampling 
method) this is a crude and transparent method of collecting information about you which can be used for party 



political purposes. 
 
Politically Neutral Observer  

 

re businesses in Faringdon- 7/10/10 
 
Just a note hijacking Alan Hickmore's last posting.  
Of the 80 businesses mentioned, how many are in the town centre? There are businesses in that list well positioned 
to take advantage of increased retail activity in Park Road and along the A417, now the main road in Faringdon 
whether you like it of not. Some enterprizing land owner might decide to redevelop land into an arcade of shops if 
there was a Supermarket pulling in trade adjacent with free parking which he could add to. That would continue the 
logical shift of retail to the best place for doing business in the Town.  
 
Overpricing the existing business area is not a stratagy that can succeed against that should it start and nothing 
else changes. Several of the existing 'out of town' businesses exist in part as they offer free parking now. I wonder if 
they would survive otherwise, indeed I would suggest ease of access is thier strong point? Given free access our 
shopping centre could bloom continueing into the evening as the catering business takes over using the square as 
a resource as it is starting too.  
Very French. It has not got anything to do with class I think but everything to do with priorty of cases. And yes 
Tesco will happily land bank, it is where the clever money is going.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Tesco- 8/10/10 
 
Talking with a group of friends last night , why don't Budgens just sell out to Waitrose, we would then have a good 
local store in the town centre, who care about their staff, provide a good service to their customers and support 
fundraising in the local community. This would encourage people who live in the villages to come into the town 
centre supporting all the other shops etc  
People who feel that Waitrose would be too expensive have the opportunity to catch the community bus and shop 
at Costcutters who have excellent offers and friendly staff.  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco- 8/10/10 
 
I am undecided on the merits of a new Tesco's in Faringdon. I agree with certain points of view from both sides of 
the argument.Budgens is certainly not viable as it is for us to do our weekly shop, so we go to Sainsburys at 
Stratton or Tesco's in Swindon. As a former resident of Bicester, you may or may not be aware that the Tesco's 
supermarket and six Tesco expresses there have had an effect on the local shops.Even with the medium size 
Tesco's in Bicester my wife and I regularly found that we could not get all the items of our weekly shop there, so we 
would end up driving 12-17 miles to the larger Sainsburys in Kidlington or Tesco's in Banbury. Out of frustration of 
having to spread our food shop between two supermarkets, we forego our local Tesco's and ended up going out of 
Bicester to do our weekly shop all the time. 
 
If Faringdon does end up with a Tesco's, then I hope its a decent size one as otherwise we will still end up going 
out of town to shop.  
Name Supplied 

 

The Ultimate Destination Shops !- 8/10/10 
 
Alan H's list of shops and "destination" shops was rather tedious and took up far too much space on my screen but 
it did reveal a so far hidden sense of humour.  
I presume he included the 2 Undertakers in his "destination" shops category.  
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) Format changed 

 



Not Dog Poop- 8/10/10 
 
mmmm I must the only person in Faringdon that has a non "dog" poop problem - Not sure if it a large cat or five or a 
family of non urban fox's that heard about my food bin not being emptied this week and came in from the 
countryside for a "jolly" - All I know is that is certainly wasn't a dog and it wasn't very nice at all .....deposited at 
regular intervals all the way down my path to the front door! I will have to send a sample to my brother! Don't get me 
wrong - I love my little brother ......but he has a lurcher that takes great delight on every country walk in finding fox 
pooh and rolling in it - so at least from his daily experience & extensive bitter knowledge of the problem, he could 
offer me a PHD level opinion on the pooh's origin!!  
 
Regardless I wish I had not put down the handle to lock the unemptied food bin to protect it against vermin, 
because then at least it would have been emptied & I would have been doing my bit for wild life conservation!  
Teresa Reynolds 

 

Change the Market Place- 8/10/10 
 
I have an idea on how things could be made easier for our buses - take out all the kerbs, bollards, signs etc from 
our Market Place and make a nice level open space like it used to be. All we need is a wide raised pavement round 
the edge, as it used to be, with traffic lanes picked out in textured surfaces.  
There would then be level ground for market stalls and stages at festival time, and the Mummers would have a 
decent space to perform on on Boxing Day.  
Perish the thought but we could also increase car parking at the same time (except on Market Days of course) 
Name Supplied 

 

Budgens is improved- 8/10/10 
 
I really wonder whether those who criticize Budgens so vociferously actually shop in there. The quality of the fruit 
and veg has improved enormously and I find the prices sufficiently competitive to be worth shopping in town rather 
than driving out. My experience of other supermarkets has been of bigger shelves with more of the same stuff at 
the same (or higher) prices.  
But I am not brainwashed with the slogans like "good food costs less at..." and so on not having a telly. And it's 
strange how if you talk politely to the staff how they respond in the same manner to you and are really helpful. Try 
it.  
 
So now we wheel in the class warriors and say it's the middle class in their 4x4's defending Budgens while others 
can't afford to shop there. Personally I travel to Budgens on shank's pony and take advantage of their excellent 
special offers. So why not support Budgen's efforts to improve and stop dividing our Town with the prospect of a 
second retail area with the "subsidy" of free parking?  
Name Supplied 

 

More high street names?- 7/10/10 
 
As a long standing resident of Faringdon, I remember when we used to hope for high street chains to come here. 
Faringdon is growing in population numbers, with a Tesco here maybe others will take an interest 
Are you listening M&S? 
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco- 7/10/10 
 
It seems to me that if Budgens had gotten their act together in the first place there would be no call for a second 
supermarket,ie, if their shelves were better stocked, the so called fresh produce was actually FRESH, instead of 
lank, limp and stale, and the store was actually clean and at a price everyone can afford instead of the elderly 
spending most of their pension on just their weekly shop etc.... and how dare the owner speak on our the 
townsfolks behalf stating that we neither want or require tesco in our town.  
I am appalled that he should presume the right to speak on our behalf and I for one will be attending the next 



meeting to ensure my voice is heard  
Karen Draper 

 

Tesco- 7/10/10 
 
I think personally the main issue is the location of the proposed tesco in my possibly minority (kindly pointed out by 
sophie) opinion, and I would like to point out also 'A Messenger' that I object to the location of the tesco not the fact 
that we should have a tesco at all and I am working class... i shop via the internet for my main shop it's cheaper 
than travelling to tescos in swindon or budgens but i do use all the other shops in town (which works out cheaper 
than going to swindon)i woulnd't want m&S, Waitrose, Tescos, Sainsburys, lidl or morrisons 200 yards from my 
house thank you..... as personally i don't think it would be viable to have it so far from the town centre - perhaps a 
competitor supermarket should consider a town centre location. and if you want to argue on price.... try buying the 
exact same item in Tesco Express Grove that you do in Tesco in swindon.... check out the massive price difference 
there. the small store will not provdide the same value for money that a superstore in swindon will provide.  
Name Supplied 

 

" tesco has such a bad reputation, with everything"  - 7/10/10 
 
Yes I said that. And I stick by it 100%. Look through ANY paper online and you will not spend long before you find a 
report on how it has killed a town, how they have used child labour in the past, massive libel cases against people 
who print bad things, battery chickens, MILK PRICES! aiding and abetting the general death of the uk farmer.  
Need I say more? http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/markets/2807611/Tesco-faces-Slough-of-despond.html  
 
Tom 

 

Tesco leaflet- 7/10/10 
 
There seems to be a perception that Faringdon has few shops and is not a place where people should want to do 
their shopping.T 
his was the message that the "leaflet" sent round to all the local villages and is so wrong.  
We have a mass of "destination" shops as well as shops designed to primarily service the the Town. Such as:  

3 Furniture shops  
1 Motorparts  
1 Bespoke kitchens  
1 Builders merchant  
1 Schoolwear  
2 Undertakers  
1 Glass and mirror  
1 Curtains & fabrics  
2 Grocery  
1 Sweets  
2 Charity  
2 Jewellers  
1 Bargain centre  
1 Optician  
1 Fair Trade/Christian shop 
1 Newsagent  
2 Gifts  
1 Cheese  
2 Chemists  
1 Butcher  
1 Flowers  
1 Video  
1 Bridal  
1 Dry cleaner  
1 Sandwich  

1 Cookery ware  
1 DIY  
1 Beauty  
1 Piano/music  
7 Pubs  
2 Cafes  
4 Restaurants  
3 Hotels  
1 Garage  
3 Motor repair  
5 Takeaways  
1 TIC  
1 Antiques 
2 Car showrooms  
1 Barber  
4 Ladies hairdressers  
2 Banks  
1 Post office  
3 Estate agents  
1 Farm shop (Wicklesham) 
1 Bookshop  



1 Baker  

 
(Please forgive me if I've missed anybody).  
That makes 80 shops. There are two significant types missing - clothes and shoes, but there are rumours that at 
least one of these will be rectified soon.  
Please stop running down the retail offer in Faringdon - we have a wide range of non-food shops and we should be 
telling our friends in the villages and around that Faringdon is a good shopping destination.  
Alan Hickmore 

 

VWHDC Preferred option7/10/10 
 
In response to Gene's question - I think the whole planning system is in chaos and I think any Planning Authority 
(VWHDC or otherwise) has a very hard job to make any real headway at present.  
I suspect your observations are an effect of the current chaos and understanding of what developments can be 
delivered and what can't.  
Sarah Allen-Stevens 

 

Tesco- 7/10/10 
 
Could we have the very real situation that Tesco is land banking and therefore blocking any other supermarket 
chain from entering Faringdon?  
If Tesco get planning, who's to say they will actually build a store (plenty of historical evidence from earlier 
postings...)? And if they don't build a store but Budgens has closed because of the Tesco threat, will Costcutters be 
large enough to serve the town's needs?  
Sarah 

 

Bus shelter- 7/10/10 
 
Who is responsible for removing the vamdalised bus shelter on Park Road? 
It's been there for weeks 
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco- 7/10/10 
 
Can't wait for a Tesco! It would be good to have the freedom of choice to shop within the town. Why don't we let the 
middle-class people (who currently shop in Bugdens) continue to shop there, and let everyone else use the new 
Tesco; where food will be cheaper and fresher and the staff have had proper customer service training; and provide 
healthy competition for the monopoly that Budgens has.  
 
I have puzzled on how something that is dead already, can die? Tesco is not even here yet, and many shops in the 
town centre are closed...Too many of our middle-class representatives must see something very different when 
they amble through the market place!  
I have NO OBJECTION to the new Tesco proposal, bring it on!!  
A Messenger 

 

Tesco- 7/10/10 
 
It seems to me that some of the minority of anti-Tescos campaigners are so desparate to keep Tescos out of 
Faringdon that they're sinking to a very low level to try and justify their cause. There was the leaflet, giving the 
impression it was issued by the VOWH Council, which now nobody will own up to publishing. More recently we 
have Tom making an untrue suggestion that "tesco has such a bad reputation, with everything". And Andrew has 
made the highly dramatic statement "death warrant for Faringdon's historic market town centre".  
 
It is absolutely clear from all the statistics and from speaking to many people that a very large majority of Faringdon 



residents want Tescos in Faringdon as soon as possible. Perhaps more importantly I have not met anyone who will 
stop going to the good market place shops when Tescos arrives. We also now have a 'gossip' announcement that 
the VOWH planning committee are going to vote against the application. I wonder who leaked that to our editor?  
 
I am really pleased that Tescos are keeping an eye on Talking Points. I hope they will be encouraged to pursue 
their application with vigour, helped by seeing that the postings in favour of having a Tescos here significantly 
exceed those against. I hope Tescos will ensure that all the postings on this site are shown to the planning 
committee members who can then see the real picture and make their judgment of whether or not some of the Anti-
Tescos campaigners are scare mongering.  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco- 7/10/10 
 
I'm a little surprised about what everyone thinks Tesco are offering. A reminder that they are intending to build a 
15,000 sq. ft. shop. It is half the size of Sainsbury's at Wantage and one fifth of the size of Tesco in Abingdon. This 
is about the same size as Budgens and is typically smaller than a shop people would use for a weekly shop - hence 
the reason why people leave Faringdon to do their weekly shop elsewhere.  
I argue that if Tesco set up on Park Road, people that shop there will either be Tesco shoppers topping up on their 
weekly shop or other people using it as a convenience store for milk or bread, and these people probably wouldn't 
be stopping for a shop in town anyway.  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco- 7/10/10 
 
Tesco/parking There seems to be an assumption that Tesco will be signifacantly cheaper than Budgons. Is this in 
fact true? Smaller Tesco shops tend to have higher prices from what I have seen. I am quite certain that Tesco 
price to cost and local demand within a corporate range of pricing. They will be like Carter's probobly who were 
adept at pricing such that it was just not worth travelling outside Faringdon to get your shop. Clearly a sensible 
marketing stratagy. I might be wrong, but the more restricted Tesco's retail range is by planning then the more 
money they require from the lines they are allowed to sell. In some ways the Town would be better served with as 
big, and hopefully as cheaper Tesco as we can get or no Tesco at all.  
 
Back to Car Parking. If Tesco has free parking why is anyone, including the mass invasion of out of towners 
expected, going to drive into the centre of Town to pay parking to use the shops there? Have car will drive as near 
to destination as possible remember, people are lazy. Only the few will walk. It is not going to happen is it? The 
threat is not the Tesco shop. That is a straight forward business competiton situation. The threat is that Tesco has 
free car parking and the Town Centre and therefore the adjacent businesses do not. You heard the Council intends 
to do nothing about this. That is an abdication of responsibility. The business competion is a matter of debate but I 
see the Tesco application as a legitimate development on that basis. The situation therefore should revolve round 
the car parking facilities which are not offering the businesses a level playing field. If we get Tesco we should get 
free parking availability for the Town Centre in some form or the Town Centre will suffer badly. Having made 
provission for fair competition you can then argue about the merits of the business competition. Doing so the other 
way round is stupid and plays into outsiders hands who want to either save revenue in the Vale unto themselves by 
inaction or make money out of it to take elsewhere. Niether do Faringdon any good. A united front on this issue will 
see Faringdon actually get something useful out of the situation, perhaps which ever way the planning goes. 
Peacemeal arguement and disinformation will not get us anywhere. Bare in mind Tesco own the land in question. If 
not a Tesco what other business are they associated with that could be opened. Or might they just trade the land 
against a supermarket development plot elsewhere with, say, Morrisons? Happens all the time. Therefore this issue 
is not going to go away after a couple of rounds of planning. That is the reality and it represents a chance for 
Faringdon for once to stand up and take advantage of plum situation to gain instead of forever being the victim of 
circumstance and restricted personal interest.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Wanted for Giant Jumble Sale - 7/10/10 
 
Books, DVDs, bric a brac, toys, good clothes, shoes, bags, etc. 
Raffle prizes. 



In aid of Parkinsons Disease, Multiple Sclerosis and 10% to Hope Dog Rescue. 
All needed for the Giant Jumble Sale, Saturday 13th November. 
Tel: 01367 241753 or 240130 

 

Council Budgets - 7/10/10 
 
I gather VWHDC and South Oxfordshire elected councillors have voted not to become one council. I don't know the 
reasons, but I suspect the main one is party political. 
'Turkeys don't vote for Christmas' 
 
The money saving I suspect would be substantial - but hey - who cares about that when you're at risk of losing your 
power base 
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco- 7/10/10  
 
I can remember Faringdon in the early sixties,used to come here some FRi/Sat nights.The Corn exchange was a 
great venue for live music,had no problem with a stupid noise limiter.The town had the main A420 running through 
it,a cinema and lots more pubs.(It always seemed a bit run down.)It was a busy little town. 
 
Looking at the Jazzy "Faringdon Preserve our town" brochure on the front page is a deserted London street with 
four people, turn the page and there is our wonderful clean sparkling town centre resembling toy town. No 
People.Not good for promoting the town.The really useful shop,which has had more closing down times this year 
then the hot dinners quote has reopened.T 
 
he market square, a disaster, buses that now run more often create so much hassle every time they leave .Car 
parking has been a problem for years.T 
 
he Pump house which was refurbished at great cost,seems to spend a lot of time standing empty.(I wonder if the 
Corn Exchange will suffer the same fate after having another substantial ammount of money spent on it).  
It would seem the Town centre has been in decline for years.  
Well meaning attempts have assisted in bringing about the situation as it is.Tesco's as it seems is wanted by a 
great deal of people and will offer what people want.  
All they need is the choice. 
Sam Prince 

 

VWHDC Preferred option7/10/10 
 
Does anyone know why the Gloucester Street site is VWHDCs preferred option? 
It is nearer the town centre, but is there any other reason.? 
 
What about the increased traffic along Gravel walk and Gloucester Street? 
 
It seems that the Tesco site is not in VWHDCs Core strategy- but I thought the Core strategy was on hold, as David 
Cameron requires more local involvement. 
Can someone from VWHDC please tell us or even one of our councillors? 
Gene Webb 

 

In response to Tesco- 7/10/10 
 
Your arguments are entirely spurious and to state that you agree "Faringdon should be preserved" would be 
laughable if it wasn’t the town that I enjoy living in at risk.  
 
While I don’t doubt that Tesco will take some of Sainsbury’s business as the proposed site is slightly closer to a 
number of shoppers, this will have a minor impact (i.e. just offering more of the same, a handful of miles closer to 
customers who will still drive to a supermarket), the major impact of building an out of town supermarket will be to 



close down the historic town centre of Faringdon. This goes against government policy PPS4 as it is an out-of-
centre development and would have a significant adverse impact on Faringdon town centre.  
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/planningpolicystatement4.pdf  
 
To use the argument that improving a path or providing a shuttle bus would encourage Tesco shoppers to travel to 
the town centre is entirely spurious and farcical. You cannot honestly believe that anyone with frozen food 
defrosting in the boot of their car, recently purchased packaged meat getting warm or having just spent a stressful 
hour traipsing round the aisles are then going to pop into the town centre?!? Just as likely, those that may have 
otherwise shopped in town will be encouraged to leave it.  
 
I repeat the point that I welcome any increase in choice, competition and variety in the town centre. However, 
building an out of town centre development is wrong, Faringdon is too small, and will continue to be when the new 
housing is completed, to support two centres.  
Building an out of town supermarket is irreversible.  
Andrew 

 

Car Parking - 7/10/10 
 
One way to increase the car parking in Faringdon is to build a 2 storey car park behind Budgens. 
It could be accessible to Budgens from both levels. 
I guess neither VWHDC or Budgens will spend the money 
Name Supplied 

 

Beware! Wicked Tesco ? - 7/10/10 
 
Faringdon Town is in danger and life, as we know it, will stop. 
And what is this threat that we're faced with ? It's simply a rather large shop. 
It seems that a food store called TESCO is wanting to build in Park Road  
where lorries won't block our town centre whenever they come to unload. 
They'll also provide parking spaces. Much better I think you'll agree 
for unlike the ones that we are stuck with they won't charge at all. They'll be free. 
And will this affect the small traders,? Many just haven't survived. 
Nothing to do with TESCOs for TESCO has not yet arrived. 
 
HGM 
ED(GW) Thankyou HGM - I was sure you would write a poem  

 

Faringdon Library - 7/10/10 
 
I just want to say what a marvellous service this is. The exceptionally helpful staff will assist you to find any item 
(book, cd, dvd, that you require). The computer service allows you to access the internet; print items you want, and 
all for a very affordable amount.  
 
I fear that the downsizing of public services may include the library; if we lose it, it will never be replaced. This will, 
over the long term, impoverish our culture and society far more than any tinkering with the benefits allocation. I 
really do think that the library service must be protected from any cuts which may be in the offing. It is invaluable as 
an educational and recreational resource, and is available and affordable to all. 
 
Hilary Taylor  

 

Tesco -lord be praised - 7/10/10 
 
It's all very well for the wealthy few of Faringdon to push their trolley around Budgen's, parting with vast amounts of 
extra cash (because you're worth it and you drive a 4x4), but for the 'standard waged' folk who still try desperately 
to live in this town and not be forced out to the realms of Swindon etc. Tescos' will be a most welcome sight!  
 



I'm quite sure that the rich folk of this town would be only too happy to see an M&S Food, or perhaps a nice pricey 
Waitrose to show up on their doorstep, but most of us Muggles are forced to drive many miles to 
Wantage/Abingdon or Swindon to make ends meet.  
 
For those of you modern enough to use the dreaded Facebook' site (the horror!), you may like to join the following 
group and give the one-sided petitions floating around the town a run for their money!  
High time we had a bit of 'freedom of speech' around here!  
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=logo#!/pages/Id-be-happy-for-Tescos-to-come-to-Faringdon/151529074882400  
Name Supplied 

 

Re Car Parking- 3/10 - 7/10/10 
 
Why should retailers in Faringdon increase their prices to pay VOWHDC for free parking? Everyone knows you can 
park in Faringdon for free anytime, so long as it is on double yellow lines not in a VOWHDC car park.  
An even better idea, charge for overnight parking in Faringdon VOWHDC car parks, enforce on street parking 
regulations at all times and make Faringdon VOWHDC car parks free for the first two hours between 8am and 6pm. 
Problems solved!!!!!!! 
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco post  - 7/10/10 
 
Sophie ,  
I do feel for you and you don't have the publishers details after all, who wouldn't want to sue someone for libel 
http://tiny.cc/t04sr .  
I cannot help but feel that although 75% of people AGREE with your wish to build a tescos in Faringdon the 25% of 
people who do not wish it, are being more vocal, and this is quite possibly a good thing, the more people know the 
better things are. Rolling over and taking megacor's word as "god" is not always the best idea.  
If you lived in a small local historic town would you wish for a large scale building that supplied .... DIY things, lets 
say a base for a home. you don't need it as you happen to work out of town and if you need that item you get it on 
the way home. Or even better use the local store, and while there learn your way was not so wise but their method 
was not only cheaper but quicker and looked nicer.  
It is known that tescos has a track record of asking for one thing and building another.  
Saying that x items will not be on sale when in-fact they will be. Now this I frustratingly cannot provide links to, But I 
have read it in several publications.  
 
You do not say and I don't for a second expect the "Independent research" to know either or the VOWHDC for the 
matter but its not a needed stat know doubt. BUT where do these shoppers shop? a rival ? smaller shops? or 
perhaps your own stores, after all it is only Wantage you have no stores at all and Witney has 2 locals but no major 
stores IIR. But also that 90%+ that shop out of town I am willing to bet work out of town as well, I shop on the way 
home, I think everyone I know does the same thing it's just convenient. 
 
Competition.  
Baker  
Butcher/s  
Cheese shop  
Delicatessen 
Paper shop/s (which also supply sweets, card and "key items" depending which you look at)  
Card shop/s  
 
That is a fair few shops from the centre of town. Hell even the "cheep shop" is at risk. but remove 6 shops and you 
are left with a very nice card and "bits" shop, a struggling supermarket, and several takeaways. . . oh and a couple 
of pubs. 75% agreed, How many pray, are from faringdon, not saying anything questionable is going on but I am 
sure you can see where I am coming from.  
Now my reply has varying sarcasm and i should point out that I am against it. The whole idea. tesco has such a bad 
reputation, with EVERYTHING you wonder why people are against it.  
IT would truly not surprise me if you had building issues, protests etc, I think you may have miss guessed exactly 
how the residents of Faringdon work.  
just another link 



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10273660  
Tom 

 

Hope & Aid Direct humanitarian aid trip to Kosovo - 7/10/10 
 
THANK YOU! The truck of aid leaves Faringdon on Friday 8 Oct and the airbourne crew leave for Kosovo on 
Monday.  
We would like to thank everyone who has supported us in any way over the past few months. Thank you to all who 
have donated aid, donated money, donated raffle prizes, thank to the Rotary Club for organising the Shop & Drop, 
thank you to everyone who has come to quiz nights, curry nights, discos, Judith who has made us cakes to take 
with us to keep us going, people who filled handbags to give to the ladies in Kosovo etc. etc.  
If we weren't supported so wonderfully in Faringdon, we wouldn't be able to go and we wouldn't have anything to 
take.  
If anyone is interested in joining a convoy next year, please do get in touch.  
Sarah 01367 242769  

 

Tesco Planning application- gossip - 7/10/10 
 
I've been told that VWHDC are going to refuse to give planning permission to the Tesco application. 
This is from a credible source. However the Planning meeting isn't until 27/10, so nothing is certain until then. 
 
I've had a look through the public comments on the application on 
http://idocs.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/WAM/showCaseFile.do?action=show&appName=planning&appNumber=10/00867
/FUL 
Mostly objections so far. 
I guess people who don't object don't feel the need to comment 
 
Tell them your views(as well as here) 
Application reference 10/00867/FUL  
http://planning.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/dcapplication/application_detailview.aspx?KEYVAL=L2CX65B
YC0000&module=P3&hidereturn=true 
or by emailing:planning.dc@whitehorsedc.gov.uk. 
Gene Webb 

 

National Poetry Day- 7th October - 6/10/10 
 
Anyone fancy writing something (short) - perhaps relevant to Faringdon and the current issues! 
Will be published here - with name or no name - as you wish 
 
www.nationalpoetryday.co.uk/ 
Ed 

 

Message from Tesco- 6/10/10 
 
We were disappointed to see the anonymous leaflet that has been widely circulated opposing our plans for a new 
foodstore on Park Road. I am not going to try to counter all the misleading, inaccurate and partial information it 
contains. However, I do think it is unfortunate that it is not attributed, so we do not know who is behind these claims.  
We are only too happy to engage in open debate and have met members of the Chamber of Commerce on three 
occasions to try to address their concerns. We do not believe the members of the Chamber of Commerce, including 
Budgens, have anything to fear from a new Tesco foodstore.  
Independent research, which the Vale of White Horse District Council’s own findings back up, shows that currently 
90 per cent of Faringdon people do their main food shop outside the town, in places such as Abingdon, Swindon, 
Wantage and Witney. Fewer than 10 per cent do their main food shopping at Budgens. In total more than £17 
million a year of grocery spending is being spent by Faringdon residents in stores outside of Faringdon, compared 
to just over £5 million in the town.  
 



Our store will provide an incentive for these people to stay in Faringdon to shop and, with improved linkage to the 
town centre, thereby encourage them also to use the existing shops, with most of which we will not be competing at 
all.  
 
Yes, we agree with the anonymous authors of the leaflet that Faringdon should be preserved. We believe we can 
help in this aim by stopping the current huge leakage to surrounding towns. The Town Council agrees that, subject 
to certain provisos, a new foodstore on Park Road would be good for the town.  
 
Nearly 75 per cent of people who attended our public exhibition supported our proposals. Therefore, if you disagree 
with the leaflet and support the introduction of a new foodstore, please write to the Vale of White Horse District 
Council and your local councillors to let them know that this leaflet does not represent your views.  
Sophie Akokhia, Corporate Affairs Manager, Tesco.  

 

Dog mess in the Church Yard - 6/10/10 
 
As a member of staff at Faringdon Infant School we thought it would be nice to take some of the children for a walk 
around Faringdon to see some of the buildings and do a quiz about them.  
How unfortunate that when we walked around the churchyard two children came out with dog excrement plastered 
over their shoes and trousers.  
 
A church yard is not a place for dog walking. There are plenty of walking areas in and around Faringdon, some of 
these even providing dog poop bags.  
If you have a dog, why can't you be a responsible dog owner and clear up after it.  
The excitement of having a walk around Faringdon turned out to be a distressing time for both pupils affected.  
PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR DOG - THINK OF OTHERS.  
Name Supplied 

 

Dry Cleaners  - 6/10/10 
 
I've heard that the shop in London Street that use to be the Dry Cleaners has been let. 
Anyone know what sort of shop it will be? 
Gene Webb 

 

National Personal Safety Day - 6/10/10  
 
Monday 11th October 2010 has been designated as National Personal Safety Day, and to mark this personal attack 
alarms will be available at Vale of White Horse Police Stations. The personal attack alarms will cost £2 each, and 
are ready to use straight away. Abingdon, Wantage and Faringdon Police Stations will have a limited supply and 
you are welcome to purchase them from the Station Duty Officer at the front counter. The VOWH area is a very 
safe area to live and work and attacks against the person are rare. This initiative, by the community safety 
partnership, is designed to reduce crime and enhance community safety. Also available will be anti theft purse bells 
and U/V marker pens which are free.  
Thank you. Message ends.  
 
This is a Community Message from Thames Valley Police 

 

Budgen's Witch Hunt  - 6/10/10 
 
Poor Budgens. What a lot of stick they are having at the moment. Too bad for them they inherited buildings which 
were never designed to last forever (or even forty years) Too bad for them also that delivery vehicles have got 
bigger, traffic has become denser, you have to pay to park your car, and more people go out to work all day so 
there are less mums to walk into town and shop locally. We are all so used to the newer, brighter, smarter, better, 
richer and mightier supermarket chains that we make comparisons and understandably find our local shop wanting.  
 
Those who have been here a long time will remember when the Carter brothers ran the supermarket and were 
always around supervising and making sure everything was up to scratch. They had the advantage of being very 



smart retailers and not having much competition. Well, locally anyway they wiped it out, because they were better 
etc than anyone else. They were also uninterested in the welfare of their competitors and in their way were pretty 
ruthless and opportunistic. Anyone who recalls the planning decision to allow Carters' rear entrance on to the (then) 
free council car park will concur. The Carters' thorough attention to detail though is just not there these days - if it 
was, that amateurish leaflet would certainly have not gone out with plagiarised council logos on it.  
 
All this criticism though has a knock-on effect and is depressing for staff and customers alike, so why can't we 
lighten up a bit. Change will come, whether we like it or not. In a while we shall all adapt and find 
someone/something else to burn at the stake. How history repeats itself. Human nature, eh, don'cha just love it?? 
 
name supplied  

 

NOT Supporting Tesco  - 6/10/10 
 
If Tesco build an out of town supermarket the death warrant for Faringdon's historic market town centre would be 
signed.  
 
Faringdon’s future will be a dormitory town of new build estates with a run down town centre and the only focal 
point being a Tesco, with free parking.  
 
Faringdon is unique in the Vale and for its size offers a good range of shops, particularly food shops. Cheese, 
delicatessen, butchers, bakers, coffee, groceries, sweets, cafés, pubs, restaurants, farmers market, crafts as well 
as flowers, gifts, jewellery, DVDs, hardware, toiletries, furniture and services such as opticians, banking, insurance, 
estate agents etc etc.  
 
I welcome any increase in choice, competition and variety in the town centre especially that which draws residents 
of the new housing into Faringdon town centre. Building an out-of-centre development that kills off the richness, 
variety, choice and competition in a market town in the Vale is illogical, irreversible and wrong.  
 
I strongly disagree with this application.  
Andrew 

 

Supporting Tesco - 6/10/10 
 
I have now taken to walking around the town with a Tesco bag to get used to carrying one! When does it open?  
Colin 

 

Creating a Healthy Oxfordshire - 6/10/10 
 
Come and have your say about future health services in Oxfordshire’  
Friday 29 October 2010 10.00am – 3.30pm At The Oxford Centre 333 Banbury Road Oxford OX2 7PL 
 
NHS organisations and Oxfordshire County Council are working together to ensure we can provide high quality 
sustainable health and social care services in the future. Society is changing so health and social care systems 
need to change to respond to increasing demand, patient expectations and advances in technology and medicines. 
More information 
Oxfordshire PCT 

 

Faringdon campaign leaflet not linked to Council  - 6/10/10 
 
The Vale of White Horse District Council has confirmed that it has had no involvement in a leaflet currently being 
circulated in Faringdon as part of a campaign against a proposed food store on Park Road.  
 
The leaflet “Faringdon, preserve our town”, which comes from an unknown source, quotes several traders and the 
local Chamber of Commerce, and also includes the Vale Council’s official logo. The Council wishes to point out that 
it was not involved in the production or distribution of the leaflet, or in the campaign against the proposed store, and 



remains impartial on the issue.  
 
The Vale also did not grant permission for any external organisation to use its logo as part of this campaign.  
 
Adrian Duffield, Head of Planning at the Vale of White Horse District Council, said: “The use of our logo on this 
leaflet is particularly misleading and unfortunate as we are yet to determine the planning application for this 
proposed development and so may be seen as compromising the council’s impartiality.” 

 

Tesco  - 5/10/10 
 
TESCO’S I think the anti Tesco campaigners that have used unauthorised literature and logos have now shot 
themselves in the foot and a selfish foot at that, their views and disagreements are not about the town and local 
businesses but solely about their own loses and gains. If Tesco build and I truly hope they DO! It will finally get rid 
of the biggest eyesore in the town.  
 
Budgens take over the whole of the road on delivery days at the front of the shop and the drivers think they own the 
path and have no respect for people passing, their prices are a million miles away from competitors and the 
selection of items are a disgrace.  
 
The Yaqub family at Costcutters always ensure they are open, have all the essentials and keep their shelves 
stocked and at reasonable prices for a very small shop and i feel that they will keep their regular customer base 
even if Tesco's opens. Budgens finds it hard to maintain prices, availablity and selection and this is for a so called 
big chain. It’s now time us locals back the Tesco bid to give us good value for money, excellent range and a varied 
selection of products, because let’s face it! If you can afford to shop in Budgens all the time you have obviously not 
been hit by the recession and have more money than sense, because in today’s economy we all need the food 
deals, buy one get one free and the club card points, don’t see Budgens offering loyalty points.  
 
For all of those so called do gooders that think it will kill Faringdon you all need to wake up this will bring hundreds 
of people to Faringdon that currently travel to Swindon, Witney & Wantage, it is so long overdue and a stepping 
stone to become a better Faringdon and to bring us up to date.  
Name Supplied 

 

New Waste Collection - 6/10/10 
 
- broken down lorry Seems like there was a plague of broken down rubbish lorries on Monday... there was a lorry 
broken down on Coleshill Drive for about 3 hours on Monday, too. The mechanic was not particularly impressed 
with the lorries at all... he didn't have a good thing to say about them (other than he was getting to work on clean 
ones that day!!).  
 
Whilst the waste at the top of Coleshill Drive sat there waiting to be collected, there was another bin lorry parked on 
the Gt Coxwell roundabout for a significant amount of time.  
 
In fact, the ONLY moving rubbish lorry I saw all day was the one doing 40mph+ in a 30mph zone, roaring past small 
kids shortly after school let-out time, on the A417 in East Challow.  
 
Enough said. 
Name Supplied 

 

Budgens plans  - 5/10/10 
 
i was told by a old budgens employee that the new owner of budgens is waiting to see if tescos get the go a head 
for the building work on park road If they dont then he will go ahead with his plans which are located at the rear of 
the store for all to see i hope he goes ahead with it becouse it does look very smart  
Name Supplied 

 

Regarding car parking costs  - 5/10/10 



 
I suspect that the Vale DC have a department that maintains all the car parks e.g. line painting, kerb replacement, 
ticket machine maintenance, strategic salting in winter, etc.. - all that sort of necessary stuff. This is maybe why 
some of their fixed costs can't be attributed easily to each individual car park.  
 
Irrespective, if the car parking is to be free, even for a short while, these costs still have to be paid and if we could 
come up with some creative ideas as to how to help the Vale cover these costs then maybe the Vale will help us 
get some free parking.  
Sarah Allen-Stevens 

 

Pothole - 5/10/10 
 
There has been a pothole/loose kerb outside Deacons for over 2 weeks now. It is dangerously covered with a piece 
of board. Last Tuesday a workman was looking at it and measuring it!! It was still there this morning...... how many 
have tripped over it and now putting a claim in for compensation??  
Chris Higgs 

 

Contribute to a vision for the Vale - 5/10/10 
 
It's evident that lots of people have strong views about Faringdon - how about telling the Vale about them through 
the consultation - repeated below 
 
New website surveys to build a vision for the Vale - 15/9/10 
Conservatives at the Vale of White Horse District Council have launched a new website (www.valevision.com) to 
involve local people in building a new vision for the Vale.  
The website, which has been live for just over a month and is attracting growing support, offers local people a 
chance to offer ideas on how the council should be run, and comment on proposals from the Vale of White Horse 
Conservatives.  
 
Leader of the Conservative Group, Cllr Matthew Barber said, “We believe this is s truly unique project. We’re 
putting forward our plans for public scrutiny, well before the election in order to let people comment on them and 
suggest their own ideas.” The website lists local Conservative proposals which the public can respond to and also 
seeks new ideas.  
Surveys are conducted on important issue, and some are tailored to specific interest groups, such as parish 
councillors and there will shortly be a survey for local retailers.  
You can visit the website at www.valevision.com and sign up for email updates. 
 
ED(GW) There are a number of surveys: 
Planning policy  
Car parking  
Housing policy  
More power at a local level  
New waste collection service  
Survey for parish councils  
Spending Challenge Survey Council service priorities  

 

anti Tesco campaign  - 5/10/10 
 
Are the people running the anti Tesco campaign been duly elected to speak on my behalf? or is it I suspect for their 
own selfish reasons. 
I have have always worked outside of Faringdon I used to shop there, final nails in the coffin lack of choice and the 
parking.You only have to see Budgens staff shopping at Asda,Tesco and Sainbury's to realise that even with 
discount they still can't afford or don't want to shop in the place that pays their wages. 
So as for Tesco's the sooner the better and lets get rid of all those eyesores along park road  
Name Supplied 

 



The Tesco leaflet  - 5/10/10 
 
Today I read an email from the VWHDC economic development officer which disclaims any responsibility or 
knowledge of the leaflet. She asks that it be withdrawn and all websites that show it cease to do so forthwith.  
So who did issue it? Nick Elwell disclaims any responsibility for the chamber of commerce or any of the 
organisations in which he is involved (so who's face is it in the middle of the leaflet?)  
The mystery thickens!! 
Alan Hickmore 

 

Tesco  - 5/10/10 
 
I have been down to the farmer's market this morning and the town was full of people not only buying at the Market 
but in the town as well.  
The new bargain centre has lots of really good quality products at prices people can afford.  
The queue in Boots was 5 people in front of me. 
I visited Rob the Cheese, the Mustard seed, the Nut tree and queued in the Bank and the post Office.  
Went into Deacons and both the Charity shops.  
I spent £50 in Faringdon.  
 
However I rarely shop in Budgens as it is overpriced and I feel sorry for the staff being paid minimum wage and 
staff that are on holiday are not replaced by others who would love a day's work to help pay the bills.  
I internet shop once a month for items that I can not get in Faringdon, I am not loyal to any of the big Supermarkets 
swapping between Sainsbury's Asda and Tesco,s  
For my top up Item's I use Cost cutter's. Omar and his team are always helpful and the offers are so much better 
than Budgen's.It's nice to have a chat and be valued as a customer.  
I have lived here for 25 years and went To Carters 3 times a week Every morning until they sold out to Budgen's. 
Norman Carter was always in the shop checking the stock, and very obliging to assist anyone especially the old 
ladies that had come just for a pint of Milk and a chat.  
The only time I see the Current Owner of Budgen's is when he talks to other Shop keepers ie: in the Jewellers when 
he was complaining about the state of Faringdon, How unprofessional. I was not the only Customer at that time and 
we all raised eyebrows! If Budgen's is to survive he should have not changed the format of Carter's and I would 
have continued to shop there. If Tesco's is to come here the walk into town is a bare 5 minutes .  
 
So Much is happening in Faringdon, don't let Budgen's spoil the Community spirit  
The new community bus could always stop at Tesco,s and take people into town as it does such a good job.  
I would like to Thank the editors for this excellent site  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco  - 5/10/10 
 
Tesco Did anyone see news this morning one town had around 6 tescos. Imagine that on each end of Faringdon. 
Would clear the town of cars!!! keep some happy  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco  - 5/10/10 
 
Lets face it tesco will provide more jobs than all the local shops together by some margin. Of course it will be made 
up of mostly locals .  
I still think the best place for tescos is the land next to esso to provide easy access to all. 
Name Supplied 

 

Lost Ginger Kitten - 5/10/10 
 
Our daughters 7 month old ginger kitten got out yesterday and has not come back and she is very sad at the 
moment. He escaped from Rawdon Way so would have most likely been in the area around the health centre or the 



cricket pitch but as this obviously backs onto Berners Way and the new estate and he's a kitten he could be 
anywhere.  
If you have him or know where he is please can you give me a call.  
Thanks Barbara 07801 208386  

 

Car Parking - 5/10/10 
 
Gene Webb's info The 'VWHDC councillors have voted to apply charges consistently across the Vale and not deal 
with individual car parks differently' This ignores the fact that the Vale has created and the council enherited an 
unbalanced free car parking provision town to town across the Vale. I also cannot believe that the profit and loss on 
car parks is not calculated per cost centre rather than blanket Vale wide. That suggests the car parks are individual 
in all respects other than a vote and that there are, indeed, special cases amongst them which would be why 
various works and modifications are specific to an individual car park. Therefore it is unreasonable to state that this 
is not so.  
Indeed to say otherwise is a convinient cop out from doing some constructive policy work to streamline and balance 
trade Vale wide. It is a wonderful world where one can be voted in to do a job, go on to vote it does not exist and 
therefore no work has to be done. Clearly plonking a new supermarket in the middle of Faringdon creates a special 
case even if it was not one already. Who is responsible for Tesco arriving, I think it is the VWHDC isn't it? Spot Bots 
in inaction, collect your money on the way out, as my Father would say. The statement will not wash and is 
unsatisfactory. It should be remembered that car parks, like many of our rules and revenue collections, only work if 
people wish to abide by them.  
What happens if the Town loses trade and the locals start to avoid or refuse to pay for the car parks, like I do 
already. The car park makes a loss (assuming the £250k is a justifiable figure). Clearly a more cohesive and 
imaginative approach is needed and Tesco offer the upheavel in Faringdon with which to make the attempt to the 
benifit of everyone. Reacting to these situations is what the job of the councellors is for, just get on with it and stop 
dodging the responsibility intrusted in you.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Well Done - 5/10/10 
 
May I just say a big thank you to you all at Faringdon Online. I wrote a comment, and it was on this site within an 
hour.  
Must be the most up to the moment town community web site around.  
Andy Boston 
ED(GW) Thanks Andy- I try to keep the debate going 

 

New Waste Collection - 5/10/10 
 
New Waste Collections 
 
We have to have bags instead of bins, but the bags don't fit our dustbins, they are around half the size of our old 
black bin bags. That makes struggling to hold the little bags open with one hand while we try to stuff our cardboard, 
paper, bottles and plastic cartons etc. into the receptacle with the other quite tricky during (for instance) driving rain 
and wind. Has anyone come across suitably sized rigid bins in which we can fix the flimsy plastic bags open?  
 
name supplied 

 

Tesco  - 4/10/10 
 
The real issue is economic if we are blunt about it. Tesco opening will remove some shops, businesses and jobs in 
the town. Those jobs and businesses are in the main paying directly into the local economy for which we all benefit.  
Tesco will take its profit elsewhere and only the rates and locally employed will pay into the local economy. There is 
therefore less for the town, economically, in the shop being opened.  
If the Tesco was to increase trade for other businesses in town to the point where the town breaks even or imports 
additional money into the local economy then fine.  
That includes any potential uses of land and impact from the planners elsewhere in the town. That is the nub of the 



matter.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Tesco not big enough- 4/10/10 
 
My only concern is that the proposed new store will not be big enough. The bigger the store, the more customers 
coming to Faringdon. The more people coming in, the more chance that some will use our local shops. Open the 
store and save our little town. A new supermarket could be the reason to visit, then revisit a second time.( if the 
parking allows. )  
Name Supplied 

 

New Waste Collection - broken down lorry- 4/10/10 
 
Oh dear! The brand new, specially adapted Mercedes recyled waste collection lorry broke down in Faringdon on 
day 1 of the new service.  
It spent nearly 3 hours outside Ferndale School where some of the younger children enjoyed a brief impromptu 
lesson on how a recycling lorry should work.  
Apparently, the operatives were very pleasant and friendly in spite of their embarrassment.  
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon died over a decade ago- 4/10/10 
 
Faringdon died over a decade ago when they started building new houses!! it's no longer a historic town either,Its 
the in town to live as 78% don't even work in faringdon most travel to wiltshire Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire,Buckinghamshire Northhamptonshire,& 8% to London to work, 
i would vote for Tesco's with both hands up!!  
i have lived in faringdon all my live 35 years,and so many shops have come & gone,& so many shops are over 
priced,Oh and if Tesco's do come to town at least London street would be clear of parked cars 24/7  
Oh i like shopping at Sainsbury's by the way in wantage..  
Name Supplied 

 

Preserve our town leaflet - 4/10/10 
 
Concerning the recent distribution of this leaflet I would like to express that The Whats's On has been used only as 
the distribution vehicle and does not imply that we support any campaign that is being supported, by this leaflet, we 
are completely neutral with regards to local issues. 
We were unaware that this leaflet was being sent out with out latest What's On.  
Jackie Stayt 

 

Tesco  - 4/10/10 
 
With regard to the siting of a new supermarket (earlier post)  
 
If the Vale favour a Gloucester street site, why is that? Has any supermarket actually expressed an interest in the 
site? We really ought to be told what is going on here, and what the reasons are for this alleged partiality.  
 
District Councillors, you are very quiet. Can you explain? A majority of people in the town seem to want the 
proposed Tesco in Park Road, but are going to be disappointed if the Vale choose not to pass the application.  
 
name supplied  
ED(GW) It has been said that some interest is being taken in the site by potential retailers. Having said that I gather 
that that a Tesco chap said they wouldn't look at it as the costs of levelling the space would be very high. It seems 
that customers don't like car parks that slope. 
It would be good to hear from our councillors. Perhaps they can explain why VWHDC prefer the Gloucester St site. 

 



Tesco  - 4/10/10  
 
How right some are.  
Faringdon needs waking up. Tesco will make them think twice regarding pricing.  
Staff in many shops carry on private conversations whilst with customers.  
BRING IT ON  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco  - 3/10/10  
 
With regard to the small shops in Faringdon that are worried about losing business to Tescos.  
 
Try opening your shop on a saturday afternoon?-maybe even sunday for the tourists?  
Try not to close for lunch?  
Employ polite staff?  
If you have 6 tills try opening more than one?  
 
Oh and i hope that tescos has a post office because certain staff in the post office are sometimes very rude….  
 
Wake up Faringdon. Change or die....  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco leaflet- 3/10/10  
 
I have read the leaflet and am a little bit confused by it. Apart from the authorship (is it VWHDC or not?), I was 
surprised by some of the language in it. For example the attack on the Town Council decision.  
Perhaps it would help if I repeat the motion that was agreed by FTC planning committee (my explanations in 
brackets):  
Do not object to the application (ie Tesco) but request that the planning application should only be considered in the 
context of:  
 
a) The Town Council insists that provision is made for B2 & B8 (ie manufacturing and warehousing) land which will 
be taken away as a result of this planning application.(We want the Wicklesham quarry development to go ahead).  
b) A clear plan for the improvement of the quantative and qualitative compparison retail offer in the Town centre (ie. 
more and a greater variety of non-food shops).  
c) The provision of greatly improved pathways and cycle ways from the site to the Town centre.  
d) The provision of a shuttle bus to the Town centre.  
e) In order to provide a level playing field for the existing supermarket, the removal of parking charges for the first 
two hours in the car parks at Gloucester Street and Southampton Street. 
f)Restrictions on the timing of delivery lorrie movements.  
g) Restriction on product range to convenience (ie food and related products) goods only, particularly excluding 
pharmacy.  
 
That seems pretty comprehensive to me and seems to cover virtually everything that is in the leaflet.  
 
One point that seems to being missed. Tesco will employ about 100 people as a full time equivalent figure. At basic 
wage (and Tesco are amongst the best payers in food retailing, so this is a low figure) that would bring £2,000,000 
extra income (after tax) into Faringdon annually.  
 
We should be working together to help our Town and to make it a destination to which people want to go and shop. 
We have some really excellent destination shops - they are what we should be talking about, not the shops that 
have temporarily closed.  
Alan Hickmore 
(Please note that these are my views and do not reflect those of the P&H committee).  

 

Tesco leaflet- 3/10/10  



 
When I saw the comments about the anti Tesco leaflet I had a closer look at it, and I noticed that it appears to be 
endorsed by the Vale of White Horse council - as it has the council logo on the bottom left hand corners of it. If the 
leaflet doesn't have this endorsement, then the logo shouldn't be there - is probably in breach of copyright - and the 
VWHDC needs to take some action to refute their involvement.  
If this leaflet IS supported by the VWHDC then the council is in clear breach of its own duty as there is a planning 
application from Tesco under consideration. My guess is that the leaflet is nothing to do with the District Council, 
but has been deliberately designed to look as if it is 'official'.  
A few points.  
It does not, of course, take ten minutes to walk from the proposed site into the town centre, (unless you are 
impaired in some way) and as someone else has already said, why bother when you can walk along Park 
Road/Marlborough Street which is quicker.  
If the 'map' was more accurate you would see that the proposed store was nearer the 'actual' town centre, as 
opposed to the 'old' town centre but most of the residential areas of the town aren't shown.  
Illustrations of shops already closed? You can hardly blame Tesco for that.  
Loss of business land? If business land is so much in demand, why has the acreage near the bypass remained 
advertised and unsold for so long?  
 
As for the ten reasons for objecting, I'll just mention a couple:  
10. "experience suggests that over a third of the money currently spent..." What/whose experience is that, exactly?  
7. "With 135 free on-site parking spaces it will act as a magnet for car borne shoppers who would otherwise have 
driven into Faringdon town centre"  
Thank goodness for that I say, the town centre parking situation couldn't be much worse!  
 
No one can blame the local shopkeepers for trying to preserve their livelihoods, but it was the existing supermarket 
(Carter's/Budgens) which over time was responsible for closing most of the independent Faringdon retailers in the 
first place, and is now squealing with indignation because it may suffer the same fate as it's previous small 
competitors.  
name supplied  

 

Object to Tesco- 3/10/10 
 
I object to Tesco's application to build a new store in the town. In a time of economic downturn the local businesses 
in Faringdon are already struggling to keep their doors open. The opening of a large National supermarket will take 
the trade away from these businesses and destroy the unique atmosphere and shopping experience found in the 
centre of this historic market town.  
 
By nature we are lazy and if free car parking is provided within the new store then Tesco shoppers will not walk into 
the town to shop in the other establishments.  
 
The town is not large enough for two supermarkets. I do an internet shop for my weekly groceries (tins, frozen food 
etc) and top up with fresh cheese, meat, gifts, greeting cards, bread etc from the local stores and market. I will not 
change my shopping habits for Tescos.  
 
Wake up Faringdon, do not destroy the unique character of our lovely town.  
Name Supplied 

 

The Tesco leaflet- 3/10/10 
 
Please stop running our Town down.  
I was very surprised yesterday when a customer at the shop I run in Lechlade brought me in a copy of the leaflet 
issued BY WHOM? and told me this had been put through every door in Lechlade and Fairford and surrounding 
villages. What an advert for a town that I recomend people to go to!!!. How to put people off coming to your town 
centre in one easy lesson, make it look so unattractive that nobody will go there.  
 
Isn't Budgen's trying to do exactly what they are protesting about, I remember when Jan(who had a flower shop) at 
the sweet shop closed down when Budgen's started selling flowers, and the protests from the small newsagents in 
London St. when Budgen's started selling newspapers and magazines,perhaps I have a long memory. So now they 



are going to have a cafe and a dry goods area, toys, electrical cooking items?  
 
Also why have all these plans not been done a long time ago instead of waiting for the town meeting earlier in the 
year for the owners of Budgen's to accept the need for some investment in their business. I personally have never 
been a great TESCO fan and never will be, but I do believe that people will make their own minds up where to 
shop, exactly as we do now.  
 
I also note the loss of employment land, what employment? those building in Park St. have stood empty a long time 
not employing anybody, and part of our Town Council's submission was that planning permission should be granted 
at different places in the town.  
Please lets pull together and work for everybodys good, businesses, people of the town everybody, not just those 
with vested interests. 
Name Supplied 

 

Supermarket car parking - 3/10/10 
 
Retailers in Faringdon seem to insist the the root of the shopping problem in Faringdon is that our car parks are not 
free. Why don't they all, especially Budgens, talk with VWHDC and offer to pay the net annual income. 
Name Supplied 

 

Re Tesco- 3/10/10  
 
I think if the posters look at the FTC Planning and Highways Committee minutes dated 13th July 2010, they will find 
that the Town Council are trying to address most of the points.  
Particularly car parking, access to the town centre and the disgusting pathways. The minutes can be found on the 
FTC website.  
 
Jane Boulton 

 

From Tesco- walk into the town - 3/10/10 
 
Shouldn’t the Chamber of Commerce been lobbying for tidying up the path from Park Road to Southampton 
Street/Goodlake Avenue months ago rather than using it as a reason to prevent a new business moving to the 
town?  
Name Supplied 

 

New Waste Collection service- 3/10/10 
 
Do Faringdoningdons consume of lot of crisps and confectionary or are the new grey bins over generous? I can see 
mine being put out once a year  
Name Supplied 

 

Anti Tesco leaflet- 3/10/10 
 
I love the Budgens/chamber of commerce leaflet – especially the don’t let this turn this into this, where they show 
pictures of shops already closed!  
Aren’t the recent shop closures down to rent increases? Shouldn’t the chamber be attacking the council over this 
rather than that opposing a development that most of Faringdon want?  
We have heard a lot from the chamber of commerce of how a new supermarket will destroy existing jobs in our 
town, yet they have not commented on the businesses Budgens will destroy by building a café – or do they, like the 
rest of us, know that Budgens have no intention of investing money in their business.  
Name Supplied 

 



Overpriced Budgens - 3/10/10 
 
At last the monopoly of the overpriced, poor quality Budgens is to be broken. Shame it is not a more ethical store 
that is planned but anything to force Budgens to realise that they can no longer overcharge for poor quality produce 
has to be a good thing.  
Name Supplied 

 

Police vs Youth?- 3/10/10  
 
A round of applause must be given to the pcpso's that were questioning these youths. The Youths that 'hang out' in 
the market square are rude, mouthy, intimidating without exception. They are not just 'hanging out', they are 
drinking illegally, vandalising illegally and what ever thay can think of illegally.  
This is an issue which the police need to address, and I thank them for it. 
Were these the same youths that also congregate up tuckers park of an evening? Are these the same youths that 
verbally abuse anybody that dares to exit the football club for a cigarette. Are these the youths that caused assault 
to a number of members of public who were using the football club Friday (1 october), of which two got arrested 
(the rest fled through gardens etc). Please if you would like to raise an argument like this, have a proper argument 
to back yourself up.  
The youths that were 'hanging out', may well have been just 'hanging out' but lets be honest, with what the locals 
have to put up with most of youth that 'hang out' down town and budgens car park can you blame the police for 
being vigilant? I cant and for this as I said previously I totally applaud them.  
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco support - 2/10/10 
 
I'd like to know which organisation produced the anti-Tescos brochure recently delivered to Faringdon households 
with the What's on. Because the White Horse logo appears on every page, at first glance one could be forgiven for 
thinking it's the VOWH Council which produced it. Odd that it's not clearly attributed to any particular organisation 
although I personally suspect that the Chamber of Commerce and/or Budgens have got together to fund this 
brochure. And it looks very much as if they've scraped the barrel to find a list of reasons why we shouldn't have a 
Tescos. By suggesting that the alley is the way shoppers would walk from Tescos to the town is silly as a previous 
contributor has also pointed out.  
 
Yes - I believe I'm one of a majority of people who want Tescos to come to Faringdon. My main reason being that 
Budgens has had a monopoply for far too long and, although it's clearly trying, it still fails to be able to compete on 
pricing.  
May I suggest that those of us who want Tescos here should also write to the list of organisations on the last page 
of the brochure expressing support.  
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon information- 2/10/10 
 
I was bemused by the item (Faringdon Information) that the VWHDC favoured the Gloucester Street location for a 
new supermarket.  
 
Park Road is far more geographically central for the majority of residents and the site has room for a decent sized 
car park. I can imagine that perhaps the Vale would prefer their own (pay) car park to be used instead of a 
supermarket free one, but what were their actual stated reasons for this preference, which seems bizarre?  
 
name supplied  
ED(GW) I asked David Buckle why - and he didn't know 

 

Preserve Our Town ? (From wicked Tesco's) - 2/10/10 
 
After returning from my weekly visit to Sainsbury's I found a glossy and probably expensive leaflet pushed through 



my letterbox.  
It gave logical reasons why Tesco's would destroy life as we know it in Faringdon and I found myself thinking that 
these people really know what they are talking about.. 
They then asked me if I would use the grotty path from Park Road via Southampton Street/Goodlake Avenue as a 
route into the Town Centre which according to Google takes 10 minutes  
The answer is, of course, definitely .....NO ! ....And neither would anyone in their right minds 
But I would walk along Park Road /Marlborough Street which, again according to Google, takes 9 minutes 
So now I'm wondering. Do the writers really know what they are talking about..or are they just, quite justifiably, 
trying to influence people like myself who really couldn't care less ?  
Name Supplied 

 

No objection to Tesco 2/10/10 
 
This town is expensive to shop in so I see the possibility of Tesco coming a great benefit. Needed a part for a 
kitchen cupboard, £9 in Davis DIY and £4.49 in Wickes!  
Shopping in Budgens kills my Budget. No, come on Tesco and can I collect the trolleys in the car park please?  
Colin 

 

Object to Tescos online - 1/10/10 
 
if you are interested in objecting to Tescos i strongly suggest that you do so today. the leaflets that arrived in the 
post last night are almost too late you can oject online however you only have the next few days to do so as the 
applcition decision date passed on the 28th September. we have to beat the apparent 76% of residents t...hat do 
want it? (that's of the 268 they asked who went to the public exhibition)  
 
http://planning.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/DcApplication/application_detailview.aspx?keyval=L2CX65BY
C0000 
Name Supplied 

 

Lord Berners books available in Faringdon- 1/10/10 
 
Peter Dickinson's book 'Lord Berners - Composer Writer Painter' in paperback @ £17.99 
'Tales and Fantasies' by Lord Berners @ £12.99.  
His novels are also available usually on a 'print on demand' basis.  
Available from David Gottelier, White Horse Bookshop 10a, Marlborough Street 
Tel 01367 242742 

 

New Waste Collection service - 1/10/10 
 
Some residents have still not collected their sacks for the Vale's new waste service launching on Monday.  
 
The council is urging residents in Vale of White Horse identified as unsuitable for wheeled bins to collect their sacks 
as soon as possible for the new rubbish and recycling service if they have not already done so. From 4 October the 
council will only collect rubbish or recycling put out in the new pink and green sacks and will not collect any waste 
put out in black bags from those properties on sacks.  
 
Residents can collect sacks from: 
- Vale of White Horse District Council offices, Abbey Close, Abingdon - open 8.45am-5pm Monday to Friday 
- Faringdon Tourist Information Centre, the Corn Exchange, Gloucester Street, Faringdon - open 9am-4pm Monday 
to Thursday, 9am-1.30pm on Friday and 9.30am-1pm on Saturday 
- or call Wantage Civic Hall for opening hours on 01235 763456.  
 
Olivia Bucknall Shared Communications Officer Corporate Strategy  
Tel: 01491 823022 Email: olivia.bucknall@southoxon.gov.uk  
Visit us at www.southoxon.gov.uk or www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk  

 



Find a car park 
 
Great site - http://www.carparks4u.com/- even has postcodes so they're easy to find with your GPS 
 
Name Supplied 

 

Community awards- Vote now - 1/10/10 
 
Please vote for your chosen favourite in each section. You do not have to give your name but we would be grateful 
if you could sign at the bottom of the form ( download the form). This helps eliminate multi voting and keeps the 
Awards as fair as possible.  
Details on each candidate can be found in Faringdon Community and Tourist Information Centre as well as in local 
media.  
Votes can be placed in Ballot boxes in C&TIC / Town Council offices. Posted to Faringdon Community and Tourist 
Information Centre, The Corn Exchange, Corn Market, Faringdon, SN7 7JA or emailed to 
sally@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk  
Deadline for the Voting is 29th October 2010.  
 
Clive Davis Community Hero - Sponsored by Faringdon Town Council and Stagecoach Buses  

Joy Blake - For repatriation work, Church Choir and Royal British Legion 

Christine Moorhouse - For charity work with Macmillan Cancer Support 

David and Margo Manning - For charity work and community services 

 
Group Award - Sponsored by Faringdon Town Council and Faringdon Newspapers  

Faringdon First Responders 

The Folly Trust 

Faringdon Rotary Club 

 
 
Business Award - Sponsored by Faringdon Chamber of Commerce and Cotswold Life  

Caldecourt Carpets  

Faringdon Coffee Shop 

Simply Schoolwear  

 

Faringdon information - 1/10/10 
 
I went to a meeting that included the Chief Executive (David Buckle) of VWHDC(and South Oxfordshire Council) 
yesterday. 
 
Some interesting information: 
VWHDC get £700k income from car parks, and the costs of running them are about £250K. If car parking was free, 
the £450k 'profit' would have to be raised through Council Tax. 
VWHDC councillors have voted to apply charges consistently across the Vale, and not deal with individual car 
parks differently. 
Currently the police manage onstreet parking. In some areas this has been handed to the County to manage, and 
they in turn pass the responsibility to the district council. It seems in Oxfordshire the Police and the County are 
unable to reach agreement. 
 
VWHDC Council Tax is 14th lowest (across all District councils) VWHDC get c £116 per house. If they charged the 
average amount they would get £2.5m more to spend on services. 
 
VWHDC website is to be redesigned alongside South Oxfordshires's website. Each will be branded differently 
though there will be some common information. Elected members have voted not to offer just 1 website covering 



both councils. 
 
It is expected that the amount of recycling will increase to about 65% once the new contract gets underway(4/10) 
 
It is expected that Verdant, the new contractor, will improve the level of street cleanliness in the Vale as they 
already have in South Oxfordshire. 
 
Both VWHDC and South Oxfordshire have office accommodation for about 450 staff. Across both councils about 
450 staff are employed. There is no decision, as yet, how to reduce the cost of this accommodation. 
 
Elected councillors have voted to keep each Council separate in terms of democracy . Presumably this means 
there is no plan to join the councils together into one council., though some services are contracted and managed 
jointly. 
 
Tesco planning application will be considered at the end of the month. VWHDC preferred location for a supermarket 
is on Faringdon Estates land behind the Gloucester St car park. 
Gene Webb 

 

Do you have a passion for jogging? - 1/10/10 
 
Do you live in the Vale? Do you have a passion for jogging? Could you help others find that passion? Get 
Oxfordshire Active is looking for motivated individuals to lead local jogging groups for adults of all fitness levels. No 
qualifications are required - just bags of enthusiasm, motivation and a like for socialising.  
 
Jogging is a great way to get fit. It's free to do, and easy to fit around your lifestyle.  
If you would be interested in either leading a jogging group (training provided) or finding out about a jog group 
please contact Anna Capel-Davies on 01235 540377 or email anna.capeldavies@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.  

 

Macmillan Cancer Support (Faringdon Group) - 1/10/10  
 
We would like to thank everyone who so kindly supported our Coffee Morning at The Old Town Hall last Saturday. 
We raised £772.56 for Macmillan thanks to the amazing generosity of the people of Faringdon and the surrounding 
area.  
So far this year we have raised over £10,000. We will publish our final figures at the end of the year.  
Thank you.  
Chris Moorhouse (Chairman)  
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Re Message Public Liability - 30/11 /10 
 
As the Father of the owner of the Sweet Shop referred to by the unknown writer,I can assure them that the Public 
were never at risk . However if they thought so, would it not been a better gesture to have Rung the doorbell and 
offered help or advice.  
If the concerned person wishes I would be quite happy to meet them to discuss the Health Safety and or public risk 
concerning their observations referred to,  
Ronald D Bourton  

 

Faringdon Poor House Committee to be given 106 monies .- 29/11/10 
 
Dear Sirs,  
The Faringdon Poor House Committee met for the first time with supermarket planners to discuss the prospects of 
‘either hiring or purchasing a house for the maintenance and employment of the Poor’. The Committee resolved to 
erect a Workhouse in the Corn Exchange (to be soundproofed and reinforced during the Spring of the Two 
Thousand and Eleventh year of our Lord) and the six nominated Guardians of the Poor asked to borrow £150,000 
for the purpose.  
 
The Workhouse will open on the day of the right honourable Gorgeous George Osborne's budget announcement by 
King Willy. If you would like to make an application for a child of your own or for the betterment a local urchin then 
please make your intentions known to the Committee via the pages of this esteemed online scroll.  
 
Yours Philanthropically,  
Sir Caustic 

 

Name Supplied! - 29/11/10 
 
Sorry Mark but Lighten up ! 
I have been a supporter of this site for over 7 years and I strongly defend the Name Supplied option. Being a 
modest person I do not necessarily believe that my views will always be supported by others, indeed Mark's 
complaint illustrates this, but I don't intend bickering about them. 
I don't think he will appreciate the following overheard conversation at Heathrow Airport which I think, as an ex pilot, 
is hilarious, but I think it defends my viewpoint.  
 
From an unknown aircraft waiting in a very long takeoff queue: "I'm bored!" 
Ground Traffic Control: "Last aircraft transmitting, identify yourself". 
Unknown aircraft: "I said I was bored, not stupid!"  
NAME WITHHELD  

 

Name Supplied - 29/11/10 
 
We live in a small community, and this is a local website. Controversial local issues can cause feelings to become 
strong. Personal opinions may be at variance with those of friends, neighbours, customers, patients or clients and 
so it is understandable that people may wish to express their personal feelings without endangering their customer 
or client base, or good relations with their neighbours or friends.  
 
There is no reason to suppose those opinions expressed anonymously are invalid, and they all add to a healthy 
debate around local problems. As a minor example, I know a number of people who tacitly supported the Tesco 



application but didn't dare say so openly for fear of causing bad feeling between themselves and their anti Tesco 
friends and acquaintances.  
 
This forum gives people a chance to state their opinions and views without any worry about repercussions, 
foreseen or otherwise. 
 
Hilary Taylor  

 

Community Message from Thames Valley Police:- HARE COURSING - 
29/11/10  
 
At 12:48 on Saturday 27th November the Police received a report of hare coursing in the Charney Bassett area. 
The caller mentioned 5 cars, several dogs and around 8 people. The Police attended and 5 males were arrested. 
They had a total of 7 dogs.  
Please continue to be extra vigilant and if you see any suspicious people or vehicles in your area, please contact 
the Police on 08458 505 505 or if there is a crime in progress dial 999. Thank you. Message ends. 

 

Gloucester Street Residents- 29/11/10..  
 
To clarify the the previous post regarding the meeting on the 2nd of December, a far more accurate version should 
read:  
A group of Gloucester Street residents would like to invite our neighbours to a discussion on the proposed Waitrose 
supermarket development, the meeting is for Gloucester Street and Gravel Walk residents only. 
Mike Perks 

 

Name Supplied!! - 28/11/10 
 
Name Supplied - How do people expect their opinions to be taken seriously when they refuse to stand up and be 
counted by publishing their names?  
Mark Harrison 

 

missing cat - 29/11/10 
 
white and grey young female missing sat evening  
gloucester st area  
tel 244660  
Elle 
 
29/11/10 no need to look no more for my cat she is safe now  

 

Offence? Festive Faringdon - 29/11/10 
 
just saw that Orion and Hands down caused great offence on saturday by daring to play music. Sorry but we tryed 
to do things according to "Festive" Faringdons' rules but they censored us.  
Massive thanks to the guys at The Crown Coaching Inn, for realising that all music has its place, and that rock 
bands can be just as festive as silver bands (who, incidently weren't even from Faringdon, correct me if i'm wrong 
but wasnt it billed as festive FARINGDON?).  
I know I speak for all the members of Orion and I hope the awesome guys from Hands Down will back me up when 
I say...  
I WON'T DO WHAT YOU TELL ME!!!!  
Nial Prince 

 

John Taylor R.I.P. - 26/11/10 



 
I was so very sorry to hear of the sudden death of John Taylor last Sunday. He has made a huge contribution to 
Faringdon life in the ten years or so since he and Ann moved here, through the Mustard Seed (of which he was 
Chairman for several years), the Faringdon Amateur Dramatic Society (as well as acting in the Holiday Bible Club 
and other dramas), All Saints' Choir and, I think, the U3A, as well as other parts of Faringdon life. We will miss his 
cheerful and wise presence a great deal.  
Katie Foot 

 

Frosty Faringdon  - 25/11/10 
 
But don't panic ! 
The first signs of bad weather and the Council responsible, County, District or Town (I don't know or care which) will 
be thinking, probably as early as Monday, about dusting off their plans to explain why our roads will have been 
ungritted when they became ,surprise, surprise, dangerous !  
Name Supplied 

 

Public Liability - 26/11 /10  
 
I hope the person who left a 240v extension lead wrapped in a plastic bag connected to the Christmas tree above 
the sweet shop has good Public Liability Insurance. Because its hanging in the middle of the pavement and when 
its switched on its going to ELECTRICUTE SOMEONE!!!!!!!!!.  
With the clam culture we are in now, there’s just no excuse for shoddy work like this.  
Name supplied 

 

Great lollipop ladies  - 26/11/10 
 
Taking my children to school every morning I encounter 3 people who are always polite, and always have a kind 
word to say. On top of which they do a job which can often be dangerous. I am talking about the three crossing 
guards or lollipop ladies (as they are affectionatly known by their younger users)!  
This month alone I have seen drivers swear, rev their engines, and also totally ignore the fact they are stood in the 
road and drive right on! Throughout this all three ladies have remained calm and in control because of the children 
they are safe guarding.  
I admire their self-control, their characters and their reliability, - there in all weathers. And for those drivers who 
think that the bad behaviour mentioned is okay, maybe they should go back to school and learn their green cross 
code, manners and patience!  
Thank you ladies - on behalf of my children and all those you help every day.  
Name Supplied 

 

Supermarket debate- Glos St residents- 26/11/10. 
 
For those with an interest in the continuing supermarket debate might wish to look at a new report from CABE 
entitled 'Supermarket-led development Asset or liability?'  
PDF downloadable from http://www.cabe.org.uk/publications/supermarket-led-development.  
Whilst it does major on somewhat larger schemes many of the issues addressed are relevant to us in Faringdon 
and it might shed some light on planning decisions.  
Name Supplied 

 

Boogie me is Back!!! - 26/11/10 
 
Boogie Me have been booked to see in the New Year at the Old Crown Coaching Inn after a year long absence.  
Boogie Me New Year Hootenanny!  
Tickets on sale soon, £5 in advance, £6 on the door. See www.boogie-me.co.uk  

 



www.faringdon.org has some new information - 26/11/10 
 
Find out about:  
Market Charter 1218 and 1313 
Arturo Barea  
Coleshill Secret Army  
Faringdon Workhouse  
History of Faringdon  
Eulogy - Robert Heber Percy  
 
or linked from http://www.faringdon.org/hyhistory1.htm 
 
Keep an eye on our Whats on pages - ther'es so much going on in Faringdon - it's pretty comprehensive too. 
If you have an event to advertise just complete the add an entry form on the Whatson page 
Ed(GW) 

 

Glos St residents- Waitrose Do Want Your Views- 26/11/10. 
 
AIf you are a Gloucester Street resident, Gloucester Street residents would like to invite you to a residents 
discussion of the proposed supermarket development off Gloucester Street car park.  
 
This will be held at The Old Town Hall, 7.45pm Thurs December 2nd.  
 
We are a small group of Gloucester Street residents who have visited the recent Waitrose exhibition and would like 
to get together with more of our neighbours to ensure all our voices are heard.  
Our aim is to secure the best possible outcome for Gloucester Street and the town centre in relation to the 
proposed development off the car park.  
 
The purpose of the group is NOT 100% pro or anti Waitrose, no application has yet been submitted to the Vale. We 
are a group of neighbours with a common interest in the street and town we live in together and want to influence 
the planning process at this early stage.  
 
The areas where we would like to influence during the planning stages are summed up below. You may bring 
additional concerns which we would like to hear about. The meeting will be spent generating positive solutions to 
these problems:  
- Safe and effective access strategy  
- A coherent approach Gloucester Street car park and the additional 140 spaces  
- Safeguards against loss of resident parking  
- Beneficial links to the town centre  
- Ensuring no loss of our amenities  
 
As local residents living next to the proposed site we are in a very good position to challenge the planners to do 
what is best for our street and our town. We will give you the contact details and you will be invited to send your 
views to Waitrose after the meeting. We will not be speaking on anyone's behalf but do wish to hear your views.  
If you cannot attend but want more information then please visit our website www.GloucesterStreet.org  
info@gloucesterstreet.org  
This meeting is for Gloucester Street residents and those who have been invited in the immediate vicinity with a 
leaflet, only. We apologise to other Faringdon people that they are not invited but they are welcome to visit our 
website for updates, information and contact details"  

 

Basic Maths for Idle People.- 26/11/10 
 
If everyone who has voted in The Race to Infinity took the trouble to persuade two of their friends/neighbours to 
vote Faringdon could easily achieve its target of 1000 votes. 
But I am so convinced that TP posters are talkers and not doers that I am prepared to donate £100 to any charity 
chosen by your Eds if, just this once, you got your fingers out and proved me wrong 
Make me cry all the way to the bank ?  
FAT CHANCE. 



Eb.Scrooge  
www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/ 
385 votes have been cast out of a total of 3,452 , 11.15% 

 

Beware- Skating rink in the Market Place - 25/11/10 
 
Watch out for the new informal skating rink in the Market Place, perhaps it's been put there as an attraction for 
Festive Faringdon, but I doubt it.  
 
Seriously though, there's a water leak running down from outside All Saints, not going into a blocked drain outside 
the Portwell, and on these icy mornings freezes over and you'd better watch out because it's slippery and yes, the 
blocked drain has been reported to Oxfordshire Highways.  
 
The Ice Man  

 

Coalition breaking promises - 25/11/10 
 
It seems the coalition government has got itself into a pickle because the Lib Dems are seemingly breaking their 
promise to support student demands over the funding of higher education. Apparently the Lib Dems are going 
through a lot of hand-wringing in their anguished attempts to resolve the issue without appearing to be the puppets 
of the Tories. 
 
I remember another important Coalition promise which was also understood to be the agenda of the Lib Dems, and 
that was to roll back the surveillance state, particularly the myriad CCTV and traffic cameras that are generally 
perceived as not being there for the benefit and safety of the hapless motorist, but simply as another Big Brother 
phenomenon and revenue-generating device.  
 
It's a darned good job that Oxfordshire County Council is predominently made up of Tory councillors because they 
will surely want to protect their Lib Dem colleagues from any further accusations of double-dealing and hypocrisy. 
Imagine if they decided to switch back on all on the traffic cameras in Oxfordshire, for example.  
Name Supplied 

 

Monkeys?..No way- 24/11/10 
 
Comparing the Faringdon anti-social young kids, and I don't believe there are many of them, to monkeys is a bit 
unreasonable and I think that monkeys have a right to feel insulted.  
Name Supplied 

 

Waitrose Don't Want Your Views- 24/11/10 
 
Of course Waitrose Don't Want Your Views, especially if you live in Gloucester street. They have turned down an 
invitation to meet with the FTC claiming they have already done enough with the open meeting plus they have had 
discussions with the 'gang of three' Cox, Barber, and Thomson who are the same VWHDC who voted against the 
Tesco's development!  
 
As the VWHDC supports Waitrose bid no surprises here. As yet Waitrose has not submitted a planning application 
but when it does all residents should attend the planning meeting and make their views known pro or anti.  
Name Supplied 

 

Lost Purse - 24/11/10 
 
My elderly mother lost her purse yesterday morning (Tuesday) in the vicinity of the Market Place, Faringdon. This 
has caused her distress and therefore it would be appreciated if anyone did find a purse yesterday, they could 
please contact Faringdon police station which has been advised of this loss.  
Name Supplied 



 

USB and key found - 24/11/10 
 
Found in Gravel Walk, Faringdon on Tuesday 23rd November a door key with a usb stick attached. This has been 
handed into the Police station.  
Name Supplied 

 

Monkeys in Lechlade Road- 23/11/10 
 
Since the Firework Display there seems to be an increase in mischief in Lechlade Road. A Mercedes had its badge 
stolen, I thought that fad had long since ended. Several other cars have been keyed to my knowledge.  
 
I am fortunate in not having to park in the street but my friends cars have suffered. Also there is more rubbish and 
items of junk about. This had reduced with the change in refuse collection but has now increased again featuring 
take away wrappers etc as well as bits of things and the odd bottle.  
I doubt it is the scateboarding lads as they have always been alternative in habit but perfectly reasonable.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Bird watching?- 23/11/10 
 
Sadly FADOS, Faringdon and District Ornotholigy Sociaty, failed to continue after some years of success. As I 
recall Eunice and Arnold Birds were stalwarts but memory fades as to who else other than my mother, Davinia 
Hitchcock - now deceased, were involved.  
 
Maybe it is time to try again. Otherwise what used to be BBONT and is now part of The Wildlife Trusts is well worth 
a look being the big local organisation. They preserve some real habitate gems.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Workman to fill hole - 23/11/10 
 
A&K Arlott of Faringdon will do that for you. They are contactable on either Ken: 07736897759 or Wayne: 
07736897761.  
Name Supplied 

 

Anyone for bird watching?- 23/11/10 
 
Is there anyone in the Faringdon area interested in doing some 'collaborative' bird-watching; somebody who knows 
more than someone (me) who is very much an amateur?  
To do, for example, a proper species count in the environs of Folly Hill?  
My name is Tony Lambie, and my number is 01367 244292 

 

Workman to fill hole - 23/11/10 
 
Hi - can anyone suggest a workman to fill my rather large pothole on my drive - text or call Alison 07901712340  

 

Car aerial theft- 23/11/10  
 
I suspect that the monkeys have been collecting car aerials in Gloucester Street - I know of 2 that went missing at 
the end of last week.  
Anyone else missed theirs? Both were of the screw-in type.  
Rachel Kenward 

 



African Children's Fund thankyou - 23/11/10 
 
A big thank you to everyone who has supported our african childrens fund bingo over the year. 
our christmas bingo is in the corn exchange faringdon. on 16th dec. doors open at 7pm eyes down 7.30. 
we are still in need of donations of goods for our xmas hampers.if anyone has anything they would like to donate 
could you please call Debbie on 07772611136  
Deborah Piercy 

 

4 choirs concert for Hope and Aid Direct - 22/11/10 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who came to, performed in and helped with the Hope and Aid Direct Choir Concert on 
Friday evening.  
The AMAZING total raised so far is £1900  
THANK YOU If anyone would like to order a high definition dvd of the concert for £10 with 20% to Hope and Aid 
Direct, please let me know.  
And YES there will be another one next year - thank you to the 'name supplied' poster for your positive comments! 
mail@saraholiver.freeserve.co.uk  
Sarah Oliver 

 

4 choirs concert for Hope and Aid Direct - 22/11/10 
 
The concert last Friday at the Junior school was super- an interesting variety of singers, styles and ages.  
Every minute was enjoyable and it's hard to pick out a highlight- though I guess I would favour the Cotswold Voices 
- the new local choir directed by Joe Moore. 
There are more than 60 singers in this choir so they make a tremendous sound. 
 
Hope they do another one sometime - it raised a good sum for Hope and Aid Direct . 
Name Supplied 

 

Waitrose- NOT to attend the FTC planning meeting- 22/11/10  
 
Dear Sirs,  
Please may I use your esteemed organ to inform the good people of Faringdon that I will also NOT be attending the 
Town Council planning committee meeting.  
I will however, as a member of the public who was invited to the public consultation, consider the application and 
make comments to the Vale where I see necessary.  
Who else is with me? Who else does NOT intend to attend the FTC planning meeting? We should be told.  
Sir Caustic 

 

Re Get it off my chest! - 21/11/10 
 
Carol, I used to live in Wantage, I work in Wantage and believe me if you take off your rose coloured spectacles it is 
not the idyllic town you seem to think it is (have you tried walking down Mill Street lately? Have you heard resident's 
complaints about the St Mary's development?  
How about the impact on Wantage schools of the proposed 2500 new homes planned for Grove?....just for starters)  
 
That said, there are lots of houses for sale over there and Faringdon is clearly despicable to you so how about a 
change of scene? Grass is always greener after all!  
 
>From a Faringdon resident who loves this town and is sick of hearing the moaning!!!  
PS A Skate Park IS being built by Bloor Homes on the corner of the new cricket field....as has been publicised for a 
long time now.  
Name Supplied 

 



M.A.D.D.s open stage. - 21/11/10 
 
Many thanks to all the performers for Sat nights Fund Raiser at the Corn exchange."It really rocked".  
Special thanks to Callum who made the whole gig tick. People this is a guy you should all watch.  
 
The next gig is on Sat Nov 27th from 2pm in the Market square in Faringdon , as part of the Festive Faringdon 
celebrations.we still have a few slots left for people who would like to perform.  
Please get in touch via our website www.maddfaringdon.co.uk or call Sam on 01367-243806.  

 

Get it off my chest! - 20/11/10 
 
has anyone been to wantage recently? a busy town centre with free parking, a fantastic market day, FRIENDLY 
shop owners, A supermarket both in the centre and a little walk away (probably the same distance from budgens to 
jds site) a skate park near by, a lovely play park (wantage rec) a leisure centre which im sure isnt under threat of 
closure. why is our lovely 'market' town getting left behind?! is it anywonder our town has a horrid reputation all i 
see on this site is moaning but nobody willing to help us positivly revive our town. So we have a youth club on the 
out-skirts of faringdon, cant see thats the ideal location, our skatepark? well lets face it we'r not getting one and if 
we did it would probably have a mosquito radar thing near it. i can completely understand how utterly annoying it 
must be to have to listen to screaming 'children' at unsavoury hours, and while i can also agree they should 
probably be at home. But with a town centre surrounded by atleast 6 public houses if you wanted a quiet life not the 
best place to choose to live.  
 
I know lets shut all the public houses get the mosquito device installed under the old town hall why stop there lets 
evict everyone under the age of 40 from the centre what a splendid town it will be then.  
 
i shall carry on my rant with the moaning about double yellow lines down canada lane, no parents should not be 
parking on these, but with little free parking in the area of the infant school and junior school for that matter what are 
the parents that live at the other end of faringdon surpose to do, (yes obviously theres walk) but lets remember that 
its an infants school and preschool which is children from 2 and a half to 7, for the sake of 20 mins is it worth the 
moan, i have had the pleasure of trying to get down canada lane at peak times and yes cars are parked everywhere 
but i have found that the majority of parents parking there are mindful of local residents i actully find its a few of the 
residents that live beyond canada lane that are a danger to children and other road uses along this street, the 
impatient ones that dont like to wait for the lolly pop lady to do her job (which by the way she deserves a medel 
shes had some close encounters and so i beleive has the lolly pop lady by the corn exchange and they are still 
there to make sure the children get crossed safetly with a smile as well).  
well i think thats all for today, i deffinatly feel better for getting that off my chest, thank you to the moaners of 
faringdon for giving a retired moaner something to moan about. 
Carol 

 

Free parking for Christmas shoppers in the Vale - 19/11/10 
 
Christmas shoppers in the Vale will get a festive bonus again this year with a day’s free parking in each of our 
market towns.  
Charges at Vale of White Horse District Council car parks in Abingdon, Wantage and Faringdon will be lifted for a 
day in what has become a festive tradition in the Vale.  
 
Parking will be free in Faringdon all day on Saturday 27 November to coincide with the switching on of the town’s 
festive lights at 4.30pm.  
Free parking after 4pm in our car parks will continue as normal 
 
The Council picked the dates after consulting the town councils in the three towns  
For details of where the council’s car parks are located please see our website www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk  

 

Waitrose- NOT to attend the FTC planning meeting- 19/11/10  
 
Faringdon Town Council wishes to advise that Waitrose will NOT be attending the meeting of the Town Council’s 



Planning & Highways Committee due to be held on 23 November.  
 
Representatives from Waitrose had originally been invited to attend this meeting but Waitrose has now advised that 
having just finished a two day public consultation in Faringdon to which every Faringdon address received an 
invitation, it is now processing the huge number of feedback forms, emails and phone calls generated from both the 
letter of invitation to the public exhibition and the exhibition itself in order to move a possible planning application 
forward.  
 
Please note that should any formal planning application be submitted by Waitrose to the Vale of White Horse 
District Council (the Planning Authority), the town council would, at that stage, as a statutory consulting body, 
consider the application in detail and make its comments. 
Faringdon Town Council 

 

Mayor's Charities - 19/11/10 
 
The Mayor's Charities are Faringdon First Responders and Macmillan Nurses.  
The sponsored walk round Faringdon House grounds has already raised £800 and more is still to come. The Bell 
gave half of their charge for coff ee to the Charities - many thanks!And also to all the walkers and their sponsors 
and to Faringdon House for access.We had lovely weather, an enjoyable walk - and a result that Faringdon can be 
proud of.  
 
Please put this date in your diary:On Saturday 15 January there will be a Charity Dinner at the Sudbury House 
Hotel.The guest speaker is Colin Dexter, author of the Inspector Morse novels.The tickets cost £35 and will be sold 
at the Nut Tree and the TIC office.  
On 2 April there will be a concert in All Saints Church by the Cotswold Voices with the soloist Abbie Fidler,with light 
refreshments included in the ticket price.More details later!  
1st May the Civic Service in All Saints which is a service for all the people of Faringdon. I'm hoping that these will 
be enjoyable occasions - and benefit two valuable charities to whom many of us have reason to be grateful.  
Margaret Barker 

 

Re Waitrose DO NOT want your views.- 19/11/10  
 
Waitrose may be dismissive of your views, but the VWHDC cannot be so dismissive.  
 
The coalition government in Westminster is keen to spin local decisions out to local people, and this Waitrose affair 
is a very good example of how local government can facilitate central government's agenda.  
 
The WHDC need to know that the people of Faringdon are already feeling dislocated from the decision making 
process.  
 
Perhaps we should ask Witney TV (a local television station lauded by central government as an example of how 
local democracy will work in the future), to come to Faringdon and report on the Waitrose proposal.  
 
I imagine the VWHDC would not like the TV coverage if they allowed the development to proceed and it was shown 
after the event that that they had ruined the lives of hundreds of local people and businesses by making Faringdon 
town centre into an ugly, polluted and traffic-jammed place that people avoided.  
 
Here's an archive report from Wallingford:  
“The opening of the new Waitrose store has seen a reduction in the number of people using Goldsmiths Lane car 
park. By introducing one hour’s free parking and all day parking we hope to encourage more people to shop and 
visit Wallingford’s historic town centre...”  
 
Here's another:  
"Traffic Management - ensure through-traffic is directed on the... bypass by reviewing signage... [make] 
improvements to balance pedestrians, cyclists and traffic in the town centre to improve the environment of the town 
centre..."  
 
If the VWHDC approves the Waitrose proposal without improving the town centre environment in Faringdon then 



they will have failed in their duty and they will deserve the spotlight to be turned upon them by Witney TV and other 
local media organisations.  
Name Supplied 

 

Sonic Deterrrent - 19/11/10  
 
The sonic deterrent is a good idea but what about young people who don’t hang around street corners, smoking or 
playing music? What about those who need to stand at the bus stop on the weekend?  
 
Not all teenagers in this town are the type of people you are describing. I’m sure when you were young older people 
said the same about you. You cannot just tar all teenagers with the same brush.  
 
There is only a small minority that cause trouble in this town and we all know who they are. Why can’t you target 
them and not the innocent?  
A Budgens Supporter, Aged 15  

 

Leisure Centre purchase - 19/11/10 
 
Tesco or competitor might like the Leisure Centre. It is further out of town and an excellent place for selling junk 
food and fresh fish.  
Has to be a winning site?  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Health Consultations - 18/11/10 
 
Urgent and specialist care closer to home  
https://consult.oxfordshirepct.nhs.uk/consult.ti/Urgentcarepilot/consultationHome 
 
Oxfordshire LINk Health Hearsay!  
Have you or a family member had an outpatient appointment at the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre during the last 18 
months?  
Oxfordshire LINk and the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre NHS Trust are holding an event to get YOUR views on how 
the outpatient department is working to meet your needs!  
Was the service you received excellent or was there something that could have been done better?  
COME ALONG AND HAVE YOUR SAY! Friday 26th November 11am -- 3pm Four Pillars Hotel, Witney, 
Oxfordshire Lunch and refreshments provided.  
 
Last few places available.  
Please contact Sue to book your place: Sue Marshall at Oxfordshire LINk Phone: 01993 862855 Email: 
sue.marshall@helpandcare.org.uk  
If you are unable to attend but would like to make a comment or tell us about your experience please contact us. 
Read more on our website 

 

Community Message from Thames Valley Police:  - 18/11/10 
 
BURGLARIES STANFORD IN THE VALE  
At approximately 0215 hours on Thursday 18th November a property in Fawkner Way, Stanford in the Vale was 
subject to a burglary. URN 81 of the 18th November 2010.  
Between 0200 hours and 0230 hours on Thursday 18th November a property in Fawkner Way, Stanford in the Vale 
was subject to a burglary. Offender or offenders have gained entry by forcing the front door. Ground floor searched 
and laptop, mp3, handbag stolen. URN 149 of the 18th November 2010.  
 
If you have any information relating to this message, or have seen any suspicious people or vehicles in the area, 
please contact the Police on 08458 505 505 and quote the URN’s above.  
Thank you. Message ends.  

 



Selling the Leisure Centre??  - 18/11/10 
 
I have just found the following story online: 
http://www.oxfordtimes.co.uk/news/yourtown/abingdon/8668651.Civic_buildings_and_sports_centres_could_be_up
_for_sale/  
Vale of White Horse District Council officers are reviewing all the authority’s £33.5m worth of buildings and said 
those “not performing well” could be sold.  
This review includes the Faringdon Leisure Centre - I wonder who they would consider selling it to?  
Name Supplied 

 

Re: Waste collection. Duh! Oh, now why didn't I think of that?  - 18/11/10.  
 
Of course I've rung the VWHDC, Verdant and spoken to one of our District Councillors. Verdant told me to talk to 
the Vale, the Vale are either unavailable or tell me to talk to Verdant and our DC appears to have done nothing. I 
did eventually talk to the Vale (who are ultimately responsible as they collect our Council Tax) and they admitted 
there has been a breakdown in communication and they would get it sorted. AND yet again it has not been 
collected.  
 
I wait in anticipation but am not holding my breath.  
Name Supplied 

 

Waitrose DO NOT want your views.- 18/11/10  
 
Went to the public meeting last Friday. Was given a questionnaire.  
Expected to be given the chance to think about what I had seen and heard, give it all due consideration, then fill in 
the questionnaire at home and post it back to Waitrose.  
Low and behold....... no return address, no telephone number, no way to contact Waitrose or any of the other 
'consultants' present at the meeting.  
So they DON'T want my views or to hear from anyone else after the meeting, they have done what was expected of 
them, held a public meeting, that box now ticked.  
I will not be wasting my time with Waitrose. Come on Tesco, get an appeal in and get some residents signatures to 
support it.  
The Consultant 

 

Wanted - your airline or hotel toiletries and 500g margarine containers! - 
18/11/10  
 
Are there any frequent hotel stayers or regular long haul fliers who have an unwanted stash of little toiletries? Or 
can you collect them for me?  
I will put the toiletries in the margarine containers and take them to Kosovo on our next trip with Hope & Aid Direct.  
They are great things to give out - honest!  
Please contact me mail@saraholiver.freeserve.co.uk 

 

Let's save the JDS Building! - 18/11/10  
 
Why on earth are we considering upsetting the somewhat picturesque Gloucester Street, to save the eyesore that 
is the old JDS building!  
And has anyone had the foresight to ask what will happen to the Junior School?  
Name Supplied 

 

Community awards-Congratulations - 18/11/10 
 
Faringdon Coffee Shop 
Faringdon Rotary Club 



Joy Blake - For repatriation work, Church Choir and Royal British Legion 
Name Supplied 

 

BT Race to infinity- voting - 17/11/10  
 
You may know people who don't (yet) have broadband but have a bt phone. 
You could vote on their behalf- enter their phone number and postcode. You need to enter an email address - but 
you could decide what to put in there. 
Name Supplied 
www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/ 

 

Free Informal and Supportive parenting group- 17/11/10 
 
From 20th November Every Saturday 1PM - 3PM 
Faringdon Community College 
Please phone Stella on 07963536568 OR email samwheatley@fcc.oxon.sch.uk for more details  

 

refuse collection - 17/11/10. 
 
If you are having problems with any council-provided service such as refuse collection COMPLAIN. If they don't 
listen MAKE A FORMAL COMPLAINT  
This page:  
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/website/how_to_get_in_touch/c_c_s.asp shows the formal complaints procedure.  
If you make a formal complaint the council are more likely to listen as they have to publish statistics about such 
complaints and explain how they dealt with them.  
I think they forget at times where their wages come from: the tax-paying public.  
Katrina Campbell 

 

Waste collection - 17/11/10 
 
Tell the vale of white horse! !!!! 
Name Supplied 

 

Monkeys - 17/11/10 
 
I thought monkeys like mosquitoes...  
Name Supplied 

 

A sonic child deterrent. - 17/11/10 
 
High intensity, excruciatingly irritating, ultra high frequency sound that is targeted at the soft ears and poorly 
developed brains of children and youth. Excellent idea, I am sure it will easily disperse the spotty and overweight 
youth listening to their high intensity, excruciatingly irritating, ultra high frequency music on headphones and mobile 
phones in our market place.  
 
This idea also sounds like it will have brilliant spin offs; it will keep all babies in buggies away from the Sadlers 
coffee shop crèche meaning us proper people can buy our lattes and carrot cakes in peace. Children will no longer 
pop into the newsagents for sweets, drinks or magazines and get in the way of the lottery ticket queue. Mums and 
toddlers will be kept away from the community bus meaning the risk of sick is diminished while festive Faringdon, 
the arts festival and other town events will be far more pleasant without children or families. Teenagers will no 
longer queue for the 66 to go to Oxford on a Saturday and no children will walk to school through the town centre.  
 
The world would surely be a better place if only hard working taxpayers aged 40 to 50 are allowed to live in it.  



 
Perhaps someone could start a facebook crusade to use targeted music on other sectors of society that you don't 
like? Perhaps Budgens could have piped classical music nights on a Tuesday, tea dances on Wednesday 
afternoon or instigate a Thursday rave anthems night. Perhaps giant klaxons could rouse the workshy from their 
beds at 7am every morning and someone could turn the electricity off at 11pm so we all go to bed at the same 
time...  
 
Back to the lair,  
Sir Caustic 

 

Re: No refuse collection for three weeks - 17/11/10.  
 
Lucky you. I haven't had one since the new system began. I had to opt for assisted collection, but they don't seem 
to have told the big beefy men on the van. I am NOT going to heave those big bins several feet on and off my 
garden.  
Name Supplied 

 

Re.-Screaming Children in the Market Place - 16/11/10  
 
Usually under the town hall. A mosquito has been suggested for there and the church. Unfortunately the Old Town 
Hall is also the protection for people wanting to use the bus and the church is open to all. Not all children in 
Faringdon are nuisances, and you cannot put off the majority of well behaved youth with a mosquito because a few 
are a pain in the wotsit.  
Jane Boulton 

 

More Votes Needed- 16/11/10  
 
Many of the residents of residential homes in Faringdon have their own telephones and some have computers. But 
unfortunately not many of them have an interest in fast Broadband in the dim and distant future. 
But there is nothing to stop visitors or Staff giving the residents a helping hand by collecting their details and voting 
for them. 
As Ed(GW) points out we have a long way to go.  
Name Supplied 

 

Re no refuse collection, Dowell Court  - 16/11/10 
 
Sounds like a good VWHDC decision- give planning permission for housing, but fail to consider the implications for 
the services needed. 
Why have Verdant refused to collect the rubbish? Why aren't VWHDC insisting that they do? 
 
Would the Fire or ambulance Service be able to reach the houses? 
Best check 
Name Supplied 

 

Faster Broadband - facebook?- 16/11/10 
 
Anyone fancy launching a facebook campaign? 
www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/ 
We've a long way to go 
Currently 10.57% 
365 votes have been cast out of a total of 3,452  
Ed(GW) 

 



Re.-Screaming Children in the Market Place - 16/11/10  
 
Could the Mosquito - Sonic Teenager Deterrent be the answer? http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A31699146  
Name Supplied 

 

No refuse collection for 3 weeks - 16/11/10 
 
We the residents of Dowell Court (behind Walnut Court off Bromsgrove) in Faringdon have not had a rubbish 
collection for over 3 weeks. We are in a unique position as our rubbish is collected by a private firm, due to the fact 
that the Council refuse to!  
Unfortunately the private firm cannot collect either due to poor parking at the narrow entrance to Walnut Court. I am 
at a loss to understand the following:  
 
a) Why, as residents, we receive NO discount/adjusted council tax bill to take the council's refusal to collect our 
rubbish into consideration.  
b) Why the council have not looked into parking restrictions at the entrance to Walnut Court? . . . after all how do 
they expect emergency vehicles to reach us.  
c) Why we are paying TWICE for rubbish collection!  
Yet still no one collects.  
Name Supplied 

 

A420 closure signs- 16/11/10 
 
They are for alternative route. The road at Bishopstone is closed for resurfacing so they may be to do with that.  
Name Supplied 

 

A420 closure- 16/11/10 
 
Thanks for the reply. I appreciate there was a fatal accident last week.  
However, the signs I am referring to are attached to sign-posts and are fairly small yellow ones with 
circles/triangles/squares in them. I thought these usually indicated a diversion route.  
I've seen nothing planned so wondered if anyone new of any potential closures happening?  
Thanks  
Name Supplied 

 

Dear Shophound - 16/11/10 
 
Why should we let "Waitrose get on with it" - we live here.  
It's out town! OK maybe the powers that be will take no notice but last time I checked this was a free(ish) country 
and we still have the right to voice our opinions.  
As for the comment that it was worse before the bypass, there is much more traffic on the roads these days than 
then as many more people own cars.  
Katrina Campbell 

 

Supermarkets - 16/11/10 
 
I currently use supermarkets in Swindon. I also use the smaller shops in Faringdon. I would take a punt that a lot of 
people who also shop elsewhere would also use the smaller shops in Faringdon if they had the opportunity to shop 
at either a Tescos in Park Road or a Waitrose in Gloucester Street (or both) and the footfall in the main retail area 
would benefit.  
It definitely would not be worse, it can only either stay the same or get better. 
Jane Boulton 

 



Free parking = more trade - 16/11/10 
 
Ah, now I get it, it's the free parking that will increase trade in the town! (Not that I notice a rush of people in town 
from 4pm when parking IS free, but that may be because shops shut early).  
Personally, I'd welcome any supermarket, at any site, provided the prices, quality of goods and service, and 
convenient shopping hours are attractive.  
 
Pleasant walkways and a financial contribution to Faringdon (as opposed to Wantage and Abingdon where the 
lion's share of 106 monies seem to go) are a bonus.  
Name Supplied 

 

More traffic more trade - 15/11/10 
 
I drive to Wantage to do my shopping in Waitrose. When I'm there I potter into the town square to go to the India 
shop, Boots, various other shops from time to time. If I lived out of Faringdon and there's a decent supermarket 
here I'd drive here and when I'd got here I'd probably do the same.  
I'd go to one or other gift shop, Pure Me, Possibly a cafe, Davis's, the Kitchen Shop 
 
I do wish that everyone would stop raising objections just for the sake of 'having their say'. Please just let Waitrose 
or whoever get on with it. No-one takes a blind bit of notice of these local objections which are usually mere 
conjecture.  
The traffic problems cannot possibly equal what we used to put up with before the bypass.  
 
Shophound  

 

Four Fab choirs in a choir concert in aid of Hope and Aid Direct. - 15/11/10 
Faringdon Junior School, Friday 19 November 7.45pm.  
Doors and BAR open from 7.15pm.  
The Cotswold Childrens Choir  
After Eight (part of Wessex Male Choir)  
Blackbird Leys Choir (of 'The Singing Estate' fame)  
The Cotswold Voices.  
Tickets £10 from The Nut Tree, Faringdon Enquiries 01367 242769 

 

Faster Broadband - more votes needed- 15/11/10 
 
For all you broadband users out there, BT is offering to upgrade certain areas to superfast broadband if it receives 
enough votes from residents.  
BT's Race to Infinity currently has only 362 votes registered out of a potential 3452 - a paltry 10%, for those of you 
without calculators.  
If you want the chance for the Faringdon Exchange to get the upgrade to superfast broadband then vote NOW and 
get everyone you know to vote too: http://www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/  
Name Supplied 

 

How could a supermarket increase trade in Faringdon town centre? - 
15/11/10 
 
Free parking in the town centre may encourage people to stay for a while and visit our lovely little town. Improved 
pedestrian links may encourage shoppers to visit the centre. A 'big name' supermarket will attract people that 
otherwise drive past on the bypass and retain some of the people that leave town to go shopping elsewhere. These 
people may use the opportunity to have a look at what else is on offer. Investment could bring indirect benefits to 
the town through funding of local charities or a lump sum investment in town projects, improving local facilities for 
residents.  
 
A big supermarket may change perceptions of people who have not been into Faringdon for years, they may 



discover something they like and realise that the town is not dead and the people are a friendly bunch.  
 
Other new businesses may invest as they will also benefit indirectly from the parking, exposure and increased 
footfall. Just look at Witney and Wantage, where the numbers of new shops opening up and the amount of 
investment is very significant, especially during a recession. If the footfall is high enough then even more specialist 
or niche shops can thrive, Wantage butchers has opened since the edge of centre Sainsbury's investment. Contrast 
Wantage and Witney town centres to that of Abingdon with a significantly bigger population but out of town 
supermarket. Abingdon is 50% larger than Witney and over 3 times the size of Wantage but an out of town 
development has killed the centre.  
 
Two things need to happen for Faringdon to benefit from supermarket investment:  
1) Any supermarket investment needs to be as centrally located as possible, offer free parking and be very well 
linked to the town centre with pleasant pedestrian routes. Only the Waitrose site could meet this town centre 
requirement  
2) Businesses in the town need to offer something you can't get at a supermarket; that personalised service, that 
touch of local knowledge, specialist products, the quirky, unique and interesting. They have to make it desirable to 
walk from Gloucester street and spend time and money in our town.  
Name Supplied 

 

More traffic = more trade- how?- 15/11/10 
 
Would someone please enlighten me by describing exactly how a new supermarket (at either site) will increase 
trade in the town centre? 
Name Supplied 

 

Parking - 15/11/10 
 
Regarding who is responsible for parking, the Community Police Officers seem to bear the brunt of a lot of it.  
I have complained to the police about the selfish parents who seem to think it's OK to break the law and park on the 
double yellow lines outside an infant school and the CPOs occasionally (very occasionally) come down for a few 
days at a time. Apparently the parking there has been an issue for over a decade.  
There was a planning permission form for extended double yellow lines put up on the lampposts on Canada Lane, 
(like the existing ones deter some people any way) but when I asked the lady in the police station what had 
happened about it she said that between all the interested parties (coucillors, highways, planners etc) a Big Fat 
Nothing had been done to stop children getting killed or injured there. Nice.  
I think a Tow Away zone should do it. 
Name Supplied 

 

A420 closure- 15/11/10 
 
I think you'll find it was closed for several hours following the fatal accident on Friday.  
 
Name Supplied 
Oxford Times report 

 

A420 closure- 15/11/10 
 
A420 Is anyone able to tell me why and when the A420 is going to be closed. I have seen several small orange 
signs between Swindon and Oxford saying A420 closed.  
Thanks  
Name Supplied 

 

Traffic in Faringdon- 15/11/10 
 
It seems there is a failure to understand that to access out of town and additional trade in Faringdon in the times we 



live in traffic will inevitably increase in proportion to the increase in trade. So if the town centre is to 'boom' it has to 
have more traffic to it. That has to use the existing routes with or without there being a Waitrose or a Tesco added 
onto the routes.  
 
I agree that the location of the large new shops offer a potential for traffic hotspots depending on the layout round 
town. However having a free car park near the town centre has to be the better option for general trading within the 
town itself. Having the Supermarket on the JDS site means less truck movements in the town centre but I suspect 
also less spin off trade to the centre of town, especially if you cannot park or park for free. I think Waitrose would be 
quietly pleased if they could consistantly block Gloucester Street with customers. I doubt that is likely in practice but 
the potential exists that a large truck could back traffic up. That suggests after hours movements which might 
actually be more of a concern than more daytime traffic movements. In fact the unfair element of the Waitrose 
trucks using the current layout as it is will be Budgeons loosing the ability to unload outside the shop as turning 
trucks will need that area to swing round on.  
However it is not to the Supermarkets alone that such problems can be solved. The road 
layout/priorities/direction/traffic lights can be changed. I would suggest that Waitrose would be expected to put its 
hand in its pocket to achieve a workable solution. However sending all Witney traffic round London Street is not 
possible at the moment as the larger commercial vehicles seeking access are banned from Folly Hill and could not 
negotiate the back roads. I think sending them via Thrupp would be a step to far! We exist in a straightjacket of 
historic buildings and roads which are the pleasure and peril of a town like Faringdon.  
 
There are no easy answers but Gloucester Street is a wide right of way to the Library junction and it does seem the 
obvious course of action to make that part two way. Bad news for those habitually parking in the road there.  
I imagine some night parking would be instituted but the second cars will suffer. 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Meeting re the Waitrose proposal- 14/11/10 
 
A number of Gloucester Street residents, having had an opportunity to visit the Waitrose exhibition at the weekend, 
have arranged to meet to discuss the proposals and to prepare to consider the planning application when it is 
made.  
The objective of the group would be to secure the best possible outcome for residents and all comers would be 
welcome whatever their views.  
We will post again when we have a meeting time/venue.  
Name Supplied 

 

Fund Raising gig for UNICEF. Sat Nov 20th. Corn Exchange,Faringdon.- 
14/11/10 
 
With performers from M.A.D.D.s open stage night and the "Paul Poulton Project". 
Blues, Funk , Rock. No entry Charge and a low cost bar. Collection box. 8pm-11-30pm.  
Sam Prince 

 

Waitrose proposal- 14/11/10 
 
I think that like many although I applaud Waitrose for coming to town the traffic problems will probably mean that 
the current proposal is going to be a challenge to successfully implement  
 
However I feel that if neither the Tesco nor the Waitrose proposal is accepted then Faringdon as a shopping town 
will continue to die. Very few of the shops that close are replaced and as one previous poster put it with the 
percentage of low income families in Faringdon we are not going to see the town grow. Nor should we expect too 
much in the way of business coming to town. Although Budgens may suffer if another supermarket comes to town 
they either have to adapt or die. They are nothing special in the way of supermarkets. It is possible that increased 
traffic may allow the specialty shops to grow and perhaps with more footfall then other shops may find it economic 
to open  
Name Supplied 

 



Supermarket price comparison- 14/11/10 
 
For obvious reasons you can only really compare branded products.  
Search on the 'mysupermarket' site and you'll find the top four supermarkets (including Waitrose) and it's easy to 
compare you're favourite branded items.  
Waitrose price match Tesco's on the most popular 1000 items.  
They both offer different special offers at times but overall the prices match.  
Very difficult to compare salad/fruit items but it does appear that Waitrose gets top marks for quality and fresh 
produce.  
Name Supplied 

 

120 new jobs at Waitrose. - 14/11/10 
 
Big question is, how many of these would go to Faringdon residents or how may Faringdon residents would want 
one of these jobs?  
Maybe 'new jobs' should not enter into the equation!!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Classified ads - 14/11/10 
 
Just a pointer to our classifieds pages 
 
For sale 
Wanted 
Do have an occasional look  
Ed(GW) 

 

Supermarket comparison- 14/11/10 
 
Supermarket comparison - Yes, it does depend on what you buy. I picked up some shopping in Tesco Metro in 
Oxford on my way home. The shopping comprised salad, fruit and veg, chicken breasts, salmon fillets, 
taramasalata, guacamole. (In addition I bought a couple of energy saving bulbs @10p each - not available 
elsewhere - and a 'Finest £10 Meal Deal for 2' which included a £10 bottle of French wine, but couldn't find this on-
line so didn't include it for comparison).  
The comparison website didn't offer Waitrose (or Budgens) but the result was...Tesco £15.23; Asda £18.03; 
Sainsbury £23.24.  
If could carry more in one trip, I would!  
Sheila Donovan 

 

Re: Waitrose Proposal. - 14/11/10 
 
I went to the meeting on Saturday and listened carefully to what they were proposing. 
The access road past the library would become a bottleneck. Traffic backed up to the top of Gloucester Street (the 
roundabout) trying to get into Waitrose would face the traffic trying to get out. Also, the extra traffic turning left at the 
exit and trying to get out of Gloucester Street at the bottom (Market Square end) would be jammed back up the 
street due to the priority road markings at the Gloucester Street / Marlborough Street junction. Nobody should 
expect the whole of Gloucester Street to become a permanent traffic jam. The lower half of the street is a narrow 
one-way road with high buildings on either side, many of which can't have primary double glazing because of 
planning restrictions, and the constant traffic noise and pollution are already a problem for residents.  
 
The only chance I can see of it working is if they take away the Gloucester Street "through traffic" by 
pedestrianising the lower section of Gloucester Street. People would then park at Waitrose and walk into town. 
Through traffic (to Witney, say) would then have to use the A420 bypass and London Street. This would share the 
burden of increased traffic with other parts of the town.  
I'm very concerned that Budgens, the newsagent, Manna, etc., would be put out of business and the town centre 



would become even more run-down and decrepit than it already is. That said, a Waitrose would be good for the 
town imho if only they could get the traffic flows right. 120 new jobs in a town of our size are not to be sneezed at.  
Name Supplied 

 

Waitrose exhibition- 13/11/10 
 
Essentially it showed a site plan of the Shop and car park and the pedestrian route into town (by the Dentist), and 
said 2 hours free parking. 
I think it will open until 2100 each day 
They hope to be open by 2012 
 
Things that weren't obvious unless you asked: 
1 They estimate 1500 customers each day, with peaks in the morning and after 4pm. ( I guess this could be 
anything between 800 and 1300 cars each day) 
2 They will widen the road by the library (no plans to demolish any buildings). They say it will then be wide enough 
for 2 way traffic, cars and delivery lorries, and I assume a footpath to get to the library. 
3 No mention was made of the traffic flows along Gravel Walk, down Gloucester Street and up Marlborough St 
4 They are having conversations about making Gloucester Street 2 way down to the car park entrance- this would 
alleviate the Cornmarket and Marlborough St, but not Gravel Walk and the Coxwell Street roundabout 
Name Supplied 

 

Supermarket Comparison- 13/11/10 
 
Maybe this has been mentioned before but in case it hasn't:  
Have you tried www.mysupermarket.co.uk? If you do online supermarket shopping and have a "Favourites" list, 
then on this website, you can type in what you want to buy or transfer your "favourites" list from Tesco, Sainsburys, 
Asda and Waitrose (this was amazingly easy to do!), go shopping and then compare the totals. I have just 
transferred my Tesco's Favourites list, gone through it adding stuff I want to buy and these are the results this 
evening and the result is interesting: Sainsburys: £174.04 
Tesco: £173.98  
Waitrose: £168.34  
Asda: £162.79  
Obviously we all buy different things so, no doubt depending on what you are buying, it will come out differently.  
Be interesting to know how other people get on with trying this comparison.  
Name Supplied 

 

Corn Exchange Refurbishment. - 12/11/10 
 
All the information on the costs, sources of funds and the project details are available on the Faringdon Town 
Council website.  
Look at the minutes section and the premises and finance committees and council minutes. 
All meetings of the council, its committees and working parties are open to the public.  
 
To answer the immediate question, the £80,000 which I helped to negotiate with Bloor Homes for the Corn 
Exchange is included as a contribution to the total cost. It will be a hall worthy of our Town when it is finished.  
Alan Hickmore 
(These are my personal views and do not necessarily reflect those of FTC). 

 

Corn Exchange. - 12/11/10 
 
OK then. M.A.D.D. is leaving the Corn Exchange at Christmas. We are looking for a suitable venue.  
Enter, The "Rats Castle" ideal location, ideal size. Not the funds to buy it. but have ideas how to.  
Anybody out there who would like to join us on this venture?  
Sam Prince 

 



Help needed for LEGO Mindstorms NXT - 12/11/10 
 
I've managed to completely flatline my NXT brick and I can't reflash the firmware with my current laptop.  
If you have the NXT software on a PC/Mac, I'd appreciate it if you could get in touch to see if you can help me out.  
Thanks! martin@brickends.com  
Martin  
ED(GW) Golly - it's like a foreign language!! 

 

Acres of Photovoltaic panel, Watchfield - 12/11/10 
 
Just noticed this on the BBC Oxford news site:  
A group near Watchfield in The Vale Of White Horse are proposing to install 10 to 30 acres of photovoltaic panels 
on land near an existing wind farm.  
An exhibition of the plans will be on display at Watchfield Village Hall on 16 November between 1500 and 1900 
GMT. 
Charlie Harman 

 

Community Message from Thames Valley Police:  - 11/11/10 
 
A man in a high vis/fluorescent jacket, (no markings) was looking inside a wheelie bin this morning. He claimed to 
be a Council Official. He was challenged by the home owner and went away.  
 
Please be aware that there would be no need for a Council Official to be looking in anyone's wheelie bins. Anything 
suspicious should be reported to Thames Valley Police on 08458 505 505, or in an emergency 999.  
Thank you. Message ends.  

 

Re re Screaming Children in the square - 11/11/10  
 
I too live overlooking the Market Place. This is a cyclical problem, herd' (sic) over the last 18 years, kids gather in 
different places. At the moment there are three factions in the Market Place. One lot sit and shout loudly outside the 
Portwell. One lot offensively yell under the old town hall and the third lot roam with skateboards.  
A police presents only sometimes has an effect, even if the kids do not throw abuse at the police (which they do), 
the noise starts again later.  
In general the children do not cause other problems apart from the noise.  
At least we don't have the noise of loud live music which was so abhorrent a few years back. 
- Bah Humbug !  
Name Supplied 

 

refurbishment of Corn Exchange. - 11/11/10 
 
I have heard through the corridors of power that the overall cost is more in the range of £160,000. It would be 
informative to have a breakdown. 
Sam Prince 

 

Tesco- 11/11/10 
 
And in four and a half years time David Cameron might be selling China in Tescos unless he gets the bung out and 
supports small business rather than corporations based abroad!  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Corn Exchange refurbishment questions- 11/11/10 
 
All this talk of petitions and trying to get information from councillors. eg on the 6/11/2010 it was posted on this site 



a question about the costs of the refurbishment of the Corn Exchange.  
Will this be ignored and let slip into the mists of time?  
Sam Prince 
 
ED(GW) Minutes of a Council meeting show :  
'125/10 Corn Exchange Refurbishment Council were asked to give their consent for the Clerk to apply for borrowing 
approval for the Corn Exchange refurbishment. The Finance Committee had recommended that approval be sought 
for £65,000 but various problems had come to light over the last few weeks which would add to the overall cost of 
the work. As a result, Cllr Leniec explained he would like to increase the figure to £ 85,000 and stated that the 
Finance Committee would fully justify any additional spending.  
Cllr. Leniec proposed the figure to be increased up to £ 85,000, seconded by Cllr. Hickmore and Council resolved 
to authorise the Clerk to seek borrowing approval up to £85,000 for the refurbishment of the Corn Exchange.' 
 
I wonder - is this in addition or instead of the 106 money from Bloor 

 

Re.-Screaming Children in the square - 11/11/10 
 
Have you gone outside to speak to these children. If not, why not. Have you spoken to your neighbours, are they 
also being disturbed.If people don't confront loutish behaviour (within reason) then it will go unchecked.In the past,I 
have confronted noisy youths,noisy neighbours, vandals and litter bugs where I have lived. Most of the time I have 
received apologies from the transsgressors, but supprisingly never trouble. Maybe my demeanour shows through, 
so as an ex-Royal Marine Commando it puts them off being abusive.The problems have always been resolved.  
 
If you politely explain to these children that they are disturbing you, then you may find that the problem is solved. If 
they are abusive, THEN tell them that you are calling the police to report their threatening behaviour.Think they 
should get the message, that their behaviour will not be tolerated.  
Good Luck, let us know how you get on.  
Name Supplied 

 

loaded dice? - 11/11/10 
 
I don't think VOWHDC have any loaded dice at all. there is no way to say such a thing without even considering the 
prelim report from them and the final planning outcome.  
Once again I do urge people to read the reasons why tesco was declined, if you look it is likely that waitrose will 
have their application turned down as well.  
Tom 
ED(GW) 12/13th November: Waitrose exhibition and consultation Pump House, Fri 1500-1900, Sat 1000-1400 If 
your unable to attend call 0203 405 1400 or email david@sensitiveprojects.com 

 

Waitrose location - 11/11/10 
 
I enjoy shopping at Waitrose - the service and quality of goods is excellent but I do think that the negative aspects 
of building a supermarket given the issues of access and pedestrian saftey, far outweigh the potential advantages.  
What would happen if Waitrose get planning approval and Budgens is forced to close? I hope Tesco will move 
in!!!!!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Screaming and shouting in the square- 10/11/10 
 
In recent weeks during the evenings in the Market Place I have noticed a considerable quite frequently young 
people screaming and shouting loud enough to be heard inside my place of residents.  
This is starting to become very annoying to me and I would not be surprised others feel the same. Sitting at home 
and suddenly hearing screaming girls for an hour at times is really unpleaseant.  
Most likely nothing can be done about this.  
However I think if community police officers visit the Market Place more often this might discourage the young 
people with their excessive screams and loud shouts.  



Im interested in any ideas to deal with this situation. 
Name Supplied 

 

Sauce for the goose, but not for the gander! - 10/11/10 
 
I hear that David Cameron et al. are vigorously promoting Tesco in China.  
 
Shophound  

 

Faringdon Community College presents Boogie Nights the 70s Musical  
- 10/11/10 
 
It’s the night that the King, Elvis Presley, died and Roddy O’Neill is busy dreaming of life as a rock star! Debs, his 
girlfriend, has her own thoughts... basically that Roddy is a selfish, arrogant, horrible, unfeeling, rude, heartless pig! 
But the truth is that Roddy is in love with Debs, and Debs is in love with Roddy, but Debs knows that her Roddy has 
more than a roving eye! Through all their tears and laughter - can they both find what they are truly searching for?  
 
Tickets available for thursday 25th Friday 26th and saturday 27th are selling fast  
tickets available from the college reception or Faringdon tourist information centre  

 

Location for Waitrose - 10/11/10 
 
I find it ironic that the VWHDC turned down the planning application from Tesco's just at the time Waitrose indicated 
it wished to open in Gloucester Street. One thing is clear two major supermarkets see a need for a decent store in 
Faringdon (amen to that) and Budgens clearly do not fulfill that need. What I find most interesting is that both 
Budgens and Waitrose have said they will not develop or build their store if Tesco's gets planning permission, 
whereas Tesco's have no such objection to the other two stores. In other words Tesco's does not fear competition 
unlike their rivals.  
However the VWHDC including the Faringdon 'gang of three' Cox, Barber & Thompson are in favour of the 
Waitrose plan and anti the Tesco's site, I wonder why? I am one of the 74% who does my main shop out of town 
and consider the choice of goods on offer, the price, and the free parking more than offsets the travel time and cost.  
I do use Costcutters (an excellent store given it's size) for day today shopping and wish they had the range I can 
get elsewhere. Whichever store wins out in Faringdon Budgens will be screwed and good riddance they are well 
past their sell by date. I have no objection to Waitrose or any other supermarket opening, the more the merrier, 
competition is good, but am very suspicious that the VWHDC have loaded the dice in their favour. I hope Tescos 
appeal the decision all the way to Europe if they have to but of course it will be the ratepayers who will have to foot 
the councils bill for costs.  
 
I fully support the demands for the 'gang of three' to be kicked out at the next VWHDC elections they have ignored 
the wishes of the Town Council and the residents of Faringdon and don't deserve our support.  
Name Supplied 

 

Location for Waitrose - 10/11/10 
 
I am sure Waitrose is lovely BUT that still doesn't convince me that building it behind the library is a good idea  
Name Supplied 

 

Councillor dialogue needed - 10/11/10 
 
I confess to negligence here. There has to be a way for the local population to talk to their local Vale of the White 
Horse councillors. A petition is fine for registering disatisfaction with them but I would like to know what their view 
point is. If there is no way for this to happen then, quite frankly, these councillors can do what they like until the next 
election. I do not believe that all councillors take the position of councillor without the wish to do the best for their 
area as they see it. Without some kind of dialogue however they are going to lose touch with what the majority 
want. That leads to them being pretty useless representatives. 



 
My big problem with 'local politics' is that it is divided on national party lines. That is completely ridiculous for local 
issues but serves the county councils who can build block votes on party lines and breed MPs who have never had 
a real job, a problem in itself which has led to the rubbish MPs we get now. Whether we have a Tesco, or a pink 
pigeon on the Folly, hurrah!, should not be subject to party politics. The majority is not what the Tory supporters 
think. If that is the best we can do then I would rather have the autocratic French Mayoral system as that at least 
supports the local area with party politics playing a secondary role even if it can be openly biased. You can deal 
with it.  
 
Also why is it called the Vale of the White Horse District Council when most of the area covered is not in the Vale of 
The White Horse, especially the bit that seems to take the lions share of the cash? A good third of the Vale of the 
White Horse is in Wiltshire. Better to call it the Ock Vale District Council, the Ock is purely Oxfordshire, but I expect 
that does not sound old or important enough. The money and power follows the flow to the Thames and thereby to 
London so it is rather appropriate. Not surprising London is surrounded by Chalk downs. Been bled white years 
ago!  
Mind you it could be worse. We could be the Vale of the White Elephant District Council!  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Pink pigeon emblem - 10/11/10 
 
The Pink Pigeon is now recognized as the emblem for the free state of Faringdon.  
The once Tooting Liberation Front has now joined forces with the pink pigeon movement to clear up all the 
monkeys and coun cill ors who seem to be operating at will. 
"Up the liberated Pigeons" (member for dunny on the wold)  
Sam Prince 

 

Giant pink pigeon! - 9/11/10 
Has anyone seen the giant neon pink pigeon being installed on the roof of the folly?  
I understood it was closed for work on the roof but I did not realise they were installing the winter light.  
It is huge. Are they breeding? Why so many pigeons? Why are they pink?  
We should be told.  
Name Supplied 

 

Corn Exchange refurbishment- 9/11/10 
 
When the Corn Exchange closes for three months next year it would seem that there will be no alternative venue 
for the regular users of the corn exchange. As one of those groups M.A.D.D.is looking for a suitable premises to 
continue it's involvement within the performing arts.  
Sam Prince 

 

Petition - 9/11/10 
 
No confusion intended, I agree with Sam Prince entirely. The petition I mentioned was the suggested one to get rid 
of the councillors; and the questionnaires I referred to were NOT the petitions/e-petitions mentioned recently.  
 
Politically Neutral Observer  

 

Waitrose- 9/11/10 
 
And... 
Waitrose Wantage also has a FREE Monkey-free carpark  
Name Supplied 

 



Submit Petition (and e-petitions)to councils. - 8/11/10 
 
This sounds like a positive move in the 21st century for people to have their say and hopefully be more in touch 
with what happens in their locality.  
It will require the councillors to respond.  
Sam Prince 

 

Boogie Me- 8/11/10 
 
Boogie Me and their wonderful audience hosted by the Old Crown in Faringdon raised £1000.74 for Help for 
Heroes last Saturday night!!!  
What a fantastic result for a cracking night out! Well done and thanks to the band, the local businesses who 
donated items for the auction, DJ Dale and Adrian and Sarah of The Old Crown!  
Mel Lane 

 

Waitrose- 7/11/10 
 
I went to Waitrose in Wantage today on my way home from work just to see what it might be like if one comes here. 
I instantly noticed the freshneness of the vegetables on display and the cleanliness of the entire shop. The prices of 
their essentials range seemed very competetive and those I purchased were of high quality. The check-out 
experience was absolutely top class. Without asking, the friendly operator opened and packed the bags for me, 
counted out the change and thanked me for shopping there.  
This was a refreshing experience and very different from the average Budgens visit.  
 
What really bugs me about Budgens is that being helpfull doesn't cost anything at all and I cannot understand why 
on earth the manager doesn't insist that his till operators offer to help with packing, stop trying to rush everyone 
before the previous customer has finished packing, and then to say thank-you. So - I have to say that I'm going to 
be an advocate of having a Waitrose in Faringdon.  
Let's hope that the councillors who voted against Tescos have more sense this time.  
Name Supplied 

 

Will someone teach me crochet  - 8/11/10 
 
Hello there- I was wondering if there is anyone in Faringdon who would be prepared to teach me the basics of 
crochet in exchange for some glasses of wine and a natter.  
I really want to learn a few basic things such as granny squares, jar covers etc to brighton up my home. If you are 
up for this challenge please get in touch with me Charley on charley.hampshire@gmail.com  
Thankyou.  

 

How to Wind proof your Wheelie. - 14/10/10 
 
Owing to a slight but regrettable design fault Wheelie Bin lids may not stay closed in Adverse Weather Conditions** 
(hereinafter referred to as AWC.). In order to overcome this problem all householders will be issued with a house 
brick matching, as far as possible, their existing domiciles. This will be provided FOC by the VWHDC though normal 
postage charges will be levied. These bricks must be placed on the Wheelie Bin lids during AWC** but removed 
before the arrival of the Wheelie Bin Collector. 
All bricks will be micro chipped so that anyone misusing them (e.g. by throwing them though the windows of Council 
Offices) will be identified and charged, 
** AWC is defined as any meteorological situation which causes the Wheelie Bin Lid to open, 
Don’t laugh...It could happen!  
Name Supplied 

 

Petition - 7/11/10 
 



This is a silly idea, and it will not work. If you are unsatisfied with your local councillors you need to actually turn out 
to vote on polling day and elect someone else. Traditionally in this area the conservatives have a strong association 
which is able to mobilise their vote during elections, hence the fact that they always get elected. Interest in politics 
generally is weak, and the tories have a strong socially active group. 
Faringdon electors are lazy - there are very few people willing to help the other parties during the elections, or stand 
as district councillors. You had the opportunity to change things during the last elections and threw it away, so in 
2011 get off your backsides and vote the tories out - if that's what you want.  
 
While we are on the subject of the tories, I don't know how many people were tempted to fill in the so-called 
questionaires (Vision for the Vale) advertised on this site not so long ago, but that is one way they are able to 
harvest your political views and email addresses and use them to help their effort during the elections. These 
questionnaires were nothing to do with the Vale Council but were put out by the Conservatives. Your views will be 
invaluable in assisting with the election propoganda leaflet contents, as the election 'pledges' will be tailored to your 
wishes. Subsequent actions, however, may differ, and will not necessarily reflect the majority of electors' opinions 
as you have now found out re. Tesco.  
 
Again, don't be so feeble, get out there and vote next polling day! 
 
Politically Neutral Observer.  

 

Re Petition suggestion - 7/11/10 
 
You mean like an election ? Like the ones next year?  
Tom 

 

Father knows Best...or does he ?- 7/11/10 
 
The comments on this site seem to indicate that TESCOs would be welcomed by the those Faringdonians who are 
prepared to give an opinion. Obviously we are not clever enough to understand all the problems and dangers 
associated with this decision but that is why we have Councillors. They have access to all the pros and cons and 
have decided that it is in our best interest to reject the wicked TESCO Plan.  
We should be grateful that these knowledgeable individuals are prepared to look after our interests. 
But it would be rather nice if they condescended to explain, in simple terms of course, their reasoning. 
Meanwhile I'll continue to do my weekly shopping at Sainsbury's and top-up at Costcutters where I can always park, 
where they are alway open when I need them and and where the staff are invariably friendly.  
Name Supplied 

 

Mirror outside the library - 7/11/10 
 
I suggest you start a campaign group against installing a mirror, that way can ensure the support of our local 
councillors.  
Charlie 

 

Corn Exchange refurbishment questions- 6/11/10 
 
How much will this cost? 
Where is the money coming from? 
What else is there to do? 
Name Supplied 

 

Petition suggestion- 6/11/10 
 
Is anybody going to start a petition to get rid of the 3 councillors who objected to Tescos coming to Faringdon 
Let's get rid of them once and for all 
Name Supplied 



 

Submit petition ( and e-petitions) to Councils - 6/11/10 
 
There is new guidance/legislation for councils - I understand that must be in place by December 
 
Communities and Local Government site says 
'The petitions duty in the 2009 Act means that for the first time councils will be required to respond to petitions and 
tell local people what action is going to be taken to address their concerns.  
Petitions can no longer be ignored because they raise a difficult or challenging issue in the local area. 
A local authority’s petition scheme must secure that the authority’s e-petition facility allows citizens to create a 
petition which can be published online and made available to others for electronic signature.  
Government does not consider that mere acceptance of emailed petitions meets this requirement. 
 
Deatils of the petitions guidance 
 
South Oxfordshire Council website says 
The council welcomes petitions and recognises they are one way in which people can let us know their concerns. 
The council has adopted a petitions scheme which sets out how we will deal with petitions. At present we only 
accept paper petitions but we are working towards having a facility for online versions where you will be able to 
create and sign petitions.  
This should be ready later this year. We will add information on online petitions as soon as the facility is ready.  
You can download our petitions scheme from the document on this page. 
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/content/legal/petitions.en 
 
VWHDC website - nothing mentioned  
Gene Webb 

 

Lost Cat? - 5/11/10 
 
If anyone has lost a black cat with a red rubber collar in the area of Butts Road on the evening of Friday 5th Nov 
please contact David on 07515959200.  

 

Mirror outside the library - 5/11/10 
 
Now we have the BIG society, why not get a group of you together who want a mirror and fix it up yourself? Surely 
no-one would object if you do it properly. 
 
Otherwise try Judith Heathcoat, county councillor. (But I wouldn't hold your breath) 
 
Dave  

 

Community Message from Thames Valley Police- 5/11/10 
 
Please tell us about your priorities for improving community safety in the Vale of White Horse by taking part in an 
online survey.  
Your comments will help us agree priorities for a Community Safety Strategy for 2011/12.  
 
It's also a good opportunity to find out about your experiences of crime and anti-social behaviour. Whether you live 
or work in the Vale we want to hear from you.  
Find out more and take part in the online survey. 
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/news_views/consultation/DetailPage-8037.asp by 12th November 2010 

 

Community Message from Thames Valley Police- 5/11/10 
 
TAKING WITHOUT OWNERS CONSENT  



Between 1700 hours on Tuesday 2nd November and 0900 hours on Wednesday 3rd November a Ford Breakdown 
lorry was taken without owners consent from Lechlade Road, Faringdon. If you have any information relating to this 
message, or have seen any suspicious people or vehicles in the area, please contact the Police on 08458 505 505 
and quote URN 381 of the 3rd November 2010. 

 

Answering questions- 5/11/10 
 
Abingdon and the councillors favour the Waitrose application as they can nip into Faringdon to get some quality 
gear as they have not got one near where they live and can have a good laugh at the lack of facilities here in return 
for the high rates charged.  
 
If there are dustbins on the pavement and you cannot get prams passed the obvious thing to do is to use your new 
wheely bin to put your kids in and use that instead. You can keep the cat in there too.  
 
The Faringdon Town Council can buy a fork lift truck and go round the town removing badly parked cars, shove 
them in the Faringdon House Estate area earmarked to become a carpark for Waitrose to see what the effect looks 
like. Mmm, nice. Alternatively put them into the council car park where they will attract a fine, trouble is we get no 
buns out of that. Fining locals does not greatly help the town. A local solution would be really rather handy all round.  
 
I feel very left out as I never received my copy of the dreaded Tesco leaflet. Clearly I live 'outside' town and would 
thus be a Tesco supporter perhaps. Or maybe it was Tesco being more cunning than a fox that has been to a 
school for cunning (Blackadder) offering a bit of disinformation coming in there.  
 
Did anyone answer the Folly Chrimbo light question? How about a Waitrose 'Batman' spotlight to play onto the 
clouds at night? Might work, the caped carry-out might rescue our failing economy whilst reducing the education 
costs by mowing ranks of kids down in Gloucester Street. It gets the Tory vote!  
 
Is Faringdon dying? Perhaps in direct proportion to the frequancy the doves are not. Just because a few folk do not 
like Budgens we get really heavy negative vibes which if continued will become a self fullfilling proficy.  
If things are that bad please move away to Abingdon where you can get beaten up for free by a drunk most nights 
of the week. Better a dead town square than being deaded,  
Bluebottle.  

 

Removal of district councillors.- 5/11/10  
 
Yes I think this is a good idea. Where do we vote and when?  
Name Supplied 

 

Mirror outside the library - 5/11/10 
 
does anybody know who we need to speak to in an attempt to get a mirror placed on the tree outside the library?  
 
Not randomly of course, but you cannot see to cross that road unless you go round the corner on a half foot wide 
pavement! Not helpful if you have a buggy!  
A well placed mirror would show the traffic coming up from the carpark, surely with the supermarket hype at the 
moment now is the time to ask!  
If not, then maybe the lollipop lady already there on the school run could cross both roads. Although this would only 
help on school runs and not for library visits during other times.  
Name Supplied 

 

co op- 5/11/10 
 
I did here a rumour that someone was buying the old Techtronic's site and putting a small retail park there, 
including a co op, access would be via ian stingers moto parts and aunties emporium, ?  
Name Supplied 

 



Waitrose- Yes- 4/11/10 
 
I must say, I completely agree with the previous posting on Budgens' shortfalls. There is a desperate need for some 
quality and competitiveness in Budgens.  
What annoys me in there is the lack of staff - particularly when I am standing in a queue of twenty people - all 
waiting to pay just one operator and all paying over the odds;somewhere nearby there are always some of the staff 
(who should surely be manning the tills to feed the pipeline to Tiensa's golden throne) are just chatting.  
Maybe Waitrose will bring a little class?  
Name Supplied 

 

A Question to our three VOWHDC councillors - 4/11/10 
 
Who is responsible for enforcing parking regulations in Faringdon, to be specific:  
1 Parking on single yellow lines outwith allowed times?  
2 Parking on double yellow lines?  
3 Parking a vehicle with its wheels on the public footpath?  
 
I think this needs to be cleared up so we know who is not doing their duty, the police of the council!!!!  
The Consultant 

 

Reply: "Hoping Tesco's appeal"  dated 31st Oct.- 4/11/10 
 
This person that wrote this comment is just up my street as they are 100% right! 13 councillors voted on the Tesco's 
bid of which 3 were from Faringdon, so 10 individuals that sit and live in Abingdon and already have a Tesco and 
Waitrose oh! and a lovely multi storey car park in the centre decided that its to far from town what a load of tosh, 
how close could you get to town anyway.  
 
Is this ridiculous decision of the proposed site being to far out of town been done on purpose to stall time for 
Budgens/Waitrose to find a good alternative in town. Oh by the way the same town that had a bypass build to stop 
traffic and large lorries from coming into town, and the town that also has a one way system via the two sites 
proposed by Budgens & Waitrose! Quality decision. Surely Tesco's lorries would come in like all the Travis Perkins 
lorries do already down Park Road and then go straight back out again, and i live on Park road and i have never 
seen any problems.  
 
Also VWHDC obviously have missed the crucial point about the Gloucester Street site and that is a Junior School? 
Oh i forgot their kids are probably grown up and moved out of town.  
 
Come on lets get together and get them removed as District Councillors and show Abingdon we have a voice in 
order to stand a chance of moving Faringdon forward.  
The most annoying issue with Abingdon deciding the future of the Faringdon people is we pay higher council rates 
than them and just look at the facilities they have compared to us.  
Name Supplied 

 

Waitrose- Yes- 4/11/10 
 
The idea of Waitrose in Faringdon is excellent, the location may be a logistical issue for deliveries of stock like most 
small Towns. Perhaps a Heli port may be the solution!!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Foodstore Application in Gloucester Street- 4/11/10 
 
"Just what influence do Waitrose have on the VWHDC ?" None. If you actually looked at the application for the 
Gloucester Street Site for retail development you would see it is submitted on behalf of Faringdon House Estates. 
 
shophound  



 

Budgens prices  - 3/11/10  
 
Yes Budgens.... Your occasional "Tesco Price Match" signs - set in front of perhaps 1% of your products - only 
serve to highlight how the other 99% are in no way competative with Tesco prices! 
 
I was in Budgens the other week (desperate for minced beef!) and found that there was none - apart from one 
reduced pack - which was some strange mixture between grey and brown.  
 
You have the word "Fresh" on the side of your lorries - yet often, I see fresher fruit and veg on compost heaps. You 
need to sort out some kind of training for stock rotation and acceptability.  
I have however, noticed some staff manner improvements (but there is that sense of "sorry to have kept you 
waiting" being muttered through gritted teeth).  
 
The shop seems very dirty too - particularly under the central "islands" (the ones which have the wrinkly peppers 
and tomatoes on). I also think more could be done by you to discourage the presence of (previously posted) 
monkeys from your rear entrance (no double entendre intended)  
Instead of "save our town" banners, why don't you clean your shop, it's shelves and it's reputation? Why don't you 
reach some meaningful level of competitiveness regarding prices and range?  
 
There - rant over! I hate having to drive to Tescos or Asda - but I am forced to (like so many others in Faringdon). 
Not because of the efforts of Tescos etc.... but because of Budgens lack of effort.  
Name Supplied 

 

Re. a previous posting The Tesco leaflet - The Truth at last?- 2/11/10- 
3/11/10  
 
On 5 October, Cllr Alan Hickmore wrote: 'So who did issue it? Nick Elwell disclaims any responsibility for the 
chamber of commerce or any of the organisations in which he is involved (so who's face is it in the middle of the 
leaflet?) The mystery thickens!!'  
 
In the November Folly: 'Simon Tiensa from Budgens said that the leaflet was produced by an independent 
consultant on behalf of the Faringdon Chamber of Commerce, Budgens and other retailers.'  
 
There is no mystery, it must be either Nick Elwell or Simon Tiensa. Of course they may be ducking for cover as the 
VWHDC councillors especially Cox, Barber and Thomson (the three councillors for Faringdon) were outraged along 
with their colleagues at the illegal use of the VWHDC logo on this infamous document, and were left with egg all 
over their faces.  
It's a pity they didn't let their embarrasment make them vote for the application which would still have failed as the 
rest of the VWHDC would have voted no in order to proceed with their idiotic plan to locate a supermarket off 
Gloucester Street.  
Just what influence do Waitrose have on the VWHDC ?  
Name Supplied 

 

One benefit of Waitrose- 3/11/10 
 
One benefit of Waitrose (probably the only one) if sited in it's sought after location is that residents and workers in 
Faringdon will have a free car park close to the Market Square. Or will they employ a security company to police 
limited parking times ? Tesco could do the same but they have indicated that they have no problem with people 
using their free car parking as above, as they work on the principal that those who use it will probablly buy some 
items from them anyway.  
Budgens of course has no free parking, few customers and no chance of surviving.  
Name Supplied 

 

Residents of Gloucester Street rise up!- 3/11/10 
 



The residents of Gloucester Street may well rise up when they find their on street parking removed, indeed in order 
to facilitate both delivery and shopper traffic Gloucester Street may well revert in part or in full to two way traffic.  
Of course the residents could do as the selfish residents of Coxwell Street/Road do and park all or most of their 
cars on the pavement with no regard to pedestrians including those with prams, wheelchairs, and the blind or 
partially sighted.  
There seems to be no response from the police to these continual breaches of the law. Surely a concerted ticketing 
campaign would make these inconsiderate people park elsewhere, maybe 200 yards up the road where there is 
ample parking space.  
 
Danetree Vetinary Practice has a large park that is empty at nights could they not allot parking spaces, at a 
reasonable fee) for overnight parking? Yes it will mean some residents having to walk a couple of hundred yards 
but untill and unless the police start enforcing the law, I guess they will remain oblivious to the inconvenience to 
other road users and pedestrians that their laziness and apparent refusal to obey the law is causing 
Name Supplied 

 

Parking and New Bins - 3/11/10  
 
Ferndale Street now leaving Bins on the paths that are not even wide enough for pushchairs no consideration at all 
and Oh!! they are not even nice to look at. Drivers parking on paths. 
Name Supplied 

 

Parking - 3/11/10 
 
i have to agree with the parking problem on coxwell road, its also a problem on gloucester street, where the 
roundabout is at the crossing area , 
residents park there cars and work vehicles on the pavement, completely blocking the drop kerb area for crossing, 
its just ignorant, more than once i have seen the blind lady that lives down gravel walk, struggle to cross the road, 
only to find a car on the pavement the other side, that must really mess her up,  
the police never do anything about it,  
they will move you on if you park up London street to pick up a meal on a Saturday night, at 7.30 yet you don’t see 
them in the day time.  
i too can not understand any one who owns a car, or two in some cases, buying a place with no parking  
Name Supplied 

 

The Race to Infinity- 3/11/10  
 
Despite all the comments about Faringdon dying most people do still use telephones and not Ouija Boards to 
communicate. 
Some of your neighbours may have computers but may not read TPs (I know, it’s hard to believe) and some may 
think that fibre optics are a form of sight enhancing breakfast cereal. 
Most of these disenfranchised friends/neighbours will have no objection to you voting for them so why not collect 
their vital statistics, Name, Phone Number and Post Code and vote for them ? 
Even the VWHDC would agree that it makes sense.  
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) Good idea. Now 312- 9.04% of the vote 

 

Budgens prices  - 3/11/10  
 
since all this attacking and defending the shop I will give a quick example of my experiences. I can drive to Tesco 
(either swindon or abingdon), do my usual weekly shop, drive home and still save upto £20!  
 
Yes there are signs saying ''same price as Tesco'', but there are very few (if any) saying ''cheaper than Tesco''.  
 
I remember last year that the manager of budgens said that when we had the snow he didn't realise 'how many 
customers budgens were missing out on'!  
 



I think it should either turn themselves around or risk losing a whole lot more customers.  
As for the planned improvements ie a cafe, let's be honest how many people who shop in faringdon are going to 
think to themselves 'I fancy a coffee, let's go to budgens'. I would say most people will go to a coffee shop!  
Hurry up Tesco, we all wait in haste!  
Name Supplied 

 

Parking - 3/11/10 
 
the trend of parking on the path down coxwell road/street is getting stupid anybody pushing a pram or in a 
wheelchair has to walk on to the road to get passed making it a good chance of getting run over by some of the 
idoits who speed up the road i for one have come close a few times to being hit. it seems to me the residents and 
visitors to the indian tend to care more about there cars the the safty of anyone walking along the path . 
if parking is a problem then maybe that was something they should have looked at before buying/moving in ! also 
the speed theat some come round the corner of coxwell street and fernham road do they not reilise that people tend 
to cross the road here for the bus and for school again i have nearly been hit a few times when crossing with my 
dog and then im the one given the dirty looks !!!  
all i ask is that you come round at a safe speed that you can stop if needed without screeching to a halt its only a 
matter of time before somebody is hurt or even killed !  
Name Supplied 

 

Remembrance Sunday - 2/11/10 
 
With Remembrance Sunday fast approaching may we remind everyone that 
Faringdon library has two books commemorating those who died in the first 
and second World Wars and who lived or were born in or around Faringdon. 
 
The books, that were compiled privately, have not been published but were 
produced purely to honour the service men and women whose names 
appear on the town’s war memorials.  
 
Information for these books has been obtained from the War Graves 
commission and other sources but many details are missing or incomplete 
so, if anyone is able to add anything to the information we already have, we 
would be very pleased to hear from them.  
 
The books are available for inspection at any time that the library is open 
apart from 11th to 14th November when the books will be part of the 
exhibition of war memorabilia in the old Town Hall.  
Regards…....Faringdon Library  
ED(GW) Don't forget the Remembrance Exhibition Old Town Hall, 1000-
1600, after service and until 1300 on Remembrance Day 

 

 

Corn Exchange refurbishment - 2/11/10 
 
The Corn Exchange in Faringdon will be closed from 1st January 2011 to 31st March 2011 for refurbishment.  
The Town Council is very excited about the works taking place which will include:  
• Redecoration of the hall and kitchen  
• Installation of Crittal windows on the inside to reduce noise emissions from the hall  
• Improved toilet facilities  
• Lighting improvements  
• Stage and storage improvements  
• Decoration and improvement of Town Council and Community and Tourist Information Centre entrance  
• New boilers have already been installed  
 
We understand this may be inconvenient for some of our regular hirers but hope that it will be well worth the short 
term pain! We hope the works will result in a venue that all Faringdon residents can make full use of.  



 
Please remember that The Pump House, in the Market Place, will be available throughout the refurbishment period. 
There are two main rooms which are both versatile and very reasonable with prices starting from just £6 per hour. 
The rooms can be used for meetings, private social gatherings, business meetings, workshops and a variety of 
other functions. A small kitchen is available and the larger room can accommodate up to 50 people.  
The Old Town Hall is also an alternative for smaller functions, accommodating 35 people and available from £8 per 
hour for community users. There is also a small kitchen area available.  
For further details about either venue please contact our bookings clerk, Val Sansford on 01367 242191 / 01367 
240281 val@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk  

 

Residents of Gloucester Street rise up!- 2/11/10 
Say NO to this evil British company coming to rip up a patch of scrubby disused wilderness and build a shiny new 
beacon of retail competition in our town centre.  
 
THEY propose to encourage people, yes, horrible members of the public, by offering additional free parking set 
back from Gloucester Street. This may mean that some outsiders who have not been to our town for years will want 
to come and have a nose around - KEEP THEM OUT. They intend to compete by offering quality goods which they 
believe this town wants and needs. No, I say, we DO NOT want quality, choice or competition all in one place. No 
one will ever go there.  
 
They even say they sell an essentials range and boast about price matching Tesco, this is not true - if you listen to 
any Tesco advertising you will see that Tesco is the cheapest actually. You NEVER see a Tesco advert where 
Tesco is NOT the cheapest.  
 
There will be so many people not wanting to come to our town I can envisage there will be an INCREASE of cars 
using our road, MORE people milling about while possibly even talking about hummus or home baking. We do not 
want cars on our streets or people walking about, that is not what Faringdon is about.  
 
Based around the John Lewis partnership model Waitrose sets a dreadful example for business practices and staff 
treatment. We want only minimum employment at minimum wage, shout it loud.  
 
To service this monstrosity they intend to have LORRIES delivering goods at restricted times during the day. They 
may have FOUR of these a day restocking the shelves to ensure they do not run out of fresh goods. Disgraceful.  
 
Worst of all they intend opening during THE AFTERNOONS and this is when I return to my lair under the Corn 
Exchange to write parochial, ill informed letters about local issues.  
 
DO NOT DISTURB  
Sir Caustic 

 

Uses for refurbished Corn Exchange - 2/111/10 
 
I agree with GW, it would be good to know what refurbishment actually means and how it will improve facilities in 
the corn exchange.  
I believe the closure time is for three months from January 2011. 
 
One question is where are all the regular users of the Corn Exchange going to go in this time bracket? Three 
months is a long time. They might find another venue to use.Perhaps we could have a little clarification. 
Please give us some information about our Corn Exchange.  
Sam Prince 

 

Help the Heroes night at The old Crown, featuring Boogie Me, 6th 
November- 2/11/10 
Hog Roast from 6pm 
Disco and Boogie Me live.  
Raising money for our Heroes oldcrowncoachinginn.com 



 

The Tesco leaflet - The Truth at last?- 2/11/10 
 
On 5 October, Cllr Alan Hickmore wrote: 'So who did issue it? Nick Elwell disclaims any responsibility for the 
chamber of commerce or any of the organisations in which he is involved (so who's face is it in the middle of the 
leaflet?) The mystery thickens!!'  
 
In the November Folly: 'Simon Tiensa from Budgens said that the leaflet was produced by an independent 
consultant on behalf of the Faringdon Chamber of Commerce, Budgens and other retailers.'  
Name Supplied 

 

Budgens. - 1/11/10 
 
All this moaning about Budgens prices, infact there is not much different in prices between budgens and tesco. 
Think about the time you drive to tesco or get a delivery it's all at cost.You can just walk to budgens save on 
money,fuel ect.  
Budgens staff friendly and very helpfull  
Name Supplied 

 

Vodafone & Suresignal 
 
Just after I had lost the signal yet again last week, made a strong complaint to Vodafone, and hit the submit button 
on my last submission to Talking Points the signal came back again. Nevertheless, I think you would like to know 
that Vodafone kept to their word and sent me a suresignal box which arrived today. All I had to do was register all 
the Vodafone mobiles I use in the house on-line, including my first-responder one (which belongs to the ambulance 
service), and the box links them wirelessly via my broadband router to the internet. So, next time the signal goes 
down, the phones will simply connect to the network via the internet. I know this means that I still have no signal 
when I leave the vicinity of my home but this does seem to be an excellent partial solution to the problem - and 
vodafone did this for nothing, the usual charge is £50.  
 
Just google Vodafone suresignal and you'll find the details.  
So - I must say thanks to Vodafone for providing a reasonable solution. What a shame it took so long to find out 
about this clever system.  
Godfrey Smith 

 

Negativity- 1/11/10 
 
Why is there so much negativity about Faringdon?  
If you choose to come and live in a small market town you should expect to support the local shops to a greater or 
lesser degree. All the large Supermakets in Swindon and Wantage deliver if that is where you want to shop. Why 
do we insist on destroying these market towns by inviting large conglomerates who have only the interest of the 
shareholders and not the towns people at heart. If you want an abundance of clothe,shoe,shops and other stores 
you have the choice to live in a larger town or visit them when you need these.  
Why do we want every town to look the same and have the same shops which encourage you to support them by 
various means and can encourage you to spend more than you have?  
Name Supplied 

 

Uses for refurbished Corn Exchange - 1/11/10 
 
We are thinking and planning events, classes/ clubs that may be held in the newly refurbished Corn Exchange or 
The Pump House in the future. We are also looking into the possibility of having some taster events.  
Before we can move forward with any future plans it would be good to know what the people of Faringdon would 
like to see happening in these buildings.  
 
If you have any ideas or thoughts or a 'wish list' please email sally@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk or call 242191 



and ask for Sally.  
ED(GW) How about telling us what is being done in terms of refurbishment and when ithe work will start and end 

 

Moaning about Budgens, reply- 1/11/10 
 
I don’t see the point of asking people, because we know it won’t happen, but if it did,  
 
i would prefer a tesco Sainsbury’s or asda myself, if one of them was on the budgens site i would use them. 
budgens is NOT and Never will be a major supermarket, and no matter how big or better, the store or customer 
service gets it will never be able to offer the value of the major players, I know that from going in there, not hear say 
I also don’t like the attitude of the owner, its ok for him to do people out of sales, but it’s not ok when it could 
happen to him, Then he has the cheek to put a banner up saying save our town, or market place what ever it is, 
that banner should read save my budgens, because that’s what he wants, and that’s all he is interested in, he is not 
interested if the butcher, or the shoe shop closes, or any other shop. He came here a few years ago, brought the 
franchise, and now there may be a bit of competition, he don’t like it, tough, that’s business it’s down to him to make 
it better.  
 
If you are happy with Budgens, carry on using it, that’s down to you, And it’s my choice to go to Sainsbury’s, like I 
have for the last 25 years i have been here. And judging by the people i see in there, and the amount of home 
deliveries I see in faringdon,i am not alone by a long way, I did not see anyone complaining when Travis Perkins 
came here, and took lots of trade from Davis diy .what’s the difference, Davis/bowlers has been there years, Oh 
yes, Travis Perkins is probably cheaper on lots of things? And you don’t have to go through the town to shop there,  
You would think someone might put a food store along there, that would be good I reckon.  
Name Supplied 

Faringdon Is Dead - 1/11/10 
 
There's nowt wrong with Waitrose - but there is with access, parking, ripping up natural habitat, misuse of the 
conservation area!  
Gloucester Street is our avenue of culture and learning (library, local history room, Masonic Lodge, Junior school) 
and at the end of Gloucester Street is a historic market square that and the Corn exchange - and what is going to 
be proposed is that 4 delivery lorries a day re going to be driven through! I think the residents of Gloucester Street 
and the surrounding area need to meet to discuss what is in their interests - just go to the Tescopoly site to read 
about the many false promises supermarkets have made to secure their sites and read what Friends of the Earth 
have to say on their site.  
It's not all gloom and doom but residents need to be in a position to assert the wishes of the local community ... 
When the Budgens owner stood up to Tesco, he surely can't have seen this move; 'own goals' and 'shooting 
oneself in the foot' come to mind.  
Fed up of Farindon!!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Troublesome Monkeys  - 1/11/10 
 
This problem is not just peculiar to Faringdon. Having previously been a long term resident of Bicester I can confirm 
they are rampant there in their masses( part of our reason for moving). As Bicester has expanded and the new 
developments have brought more "social" housing(read animal enclosures)the increase in rampant monkeys 
became pronounced.Some troublesome monkeys were even shipped into Bicester from Banbury to try to calm their 
antics.This also failed as the other resident monkeys tended to ape their behaviour.  
Twas only a few years ago that the ACPO of Thames Valley Police described Bicester on a friday and Saturday 
night as one of the most violent in the Thames valley area.  
Those who wish to see Farindon expand with lots more housing should expect to see commensurate more monkey 
trouble ahead.  
Name Supplied 

 

Great Firework display- 1/11/10 
Agree with previous comments about the firework display. Very enjoyable evening, our three year old loved it. Just 
leave out the tannoy music especially as it drowned out the music the morris men were playing and dancing to. 



Name Supplied 
 

Dog excrement again - 1/11/10 
 
Am I really having to write about this again? Having gone out this evening in the dark to place my rubbish bins, I 
then have to spend 10 minutes cleaning my shoes as a result of some inconsiderate dog owner allowing their pet to 
defacate on the pavement outside my front door. It is about time that we orchestrated a serious campaign to stop 
this antisocial health hazard so I am going to do 3 things:  
1. Keep a very sharp lookout on any dog walker coming up my street and ensuring that any mess left is 
PROPERLY cleared up.  
2. If this is not done, I will report them to the local dog warden with a request that they be prosecuted immediately. 
A warning is NOT sufficient.  
3. Further, if I can identify the offender and their home address, I will post the offending material through their 
letterbox (without a plastic bag). After all, it does belong to them.  
 
This has got to stop - NOW.  
 
Name withheld - I wouldn't want anyone to know WHO was watching them! 

 

Faringdon Is Dead - 1/11/10 
 
No more so than most small market towns. We've had lots of shops but they've been allowed to close because 
people don't use them. We've had shoe shops, pet shops (just about to lose our second one) and clothes shops - 
but I'm sure most people have driven along to Pets At Home and then to Greenbridge to save a few pounds. Lots of 
us use online shopping for many things too. We can't have it all ways.  
 
With Tesco's - they will appeal obviously, no way will they give up. Problem is it could take time, years maybe ?. 
Waitrose, well why not ?. If people would stop this ridiculous moaning that it's only for the rich and actually go and 
try it they would be very suprised. They are pricematching the main supermarkets. With a John Lewis now in 
Swindon they are trying to appeal to a wider market. Personally I think getting a Waitrose here, followed eventually 
by a Tesco would be better than sticking with what we have. And don't forget - the small Tesco's are more 
expensive than the big branches so if people are expecting life changing savings then they will be disappointed. So 
I'm all for Waitrose - better than no choice at all.  
Name Supplied 

 

Moaning about Budgens- 1/11/10 
 
Just to repeat my question below " Just wondering with all this moaning about Budgens, if ANY other supermarket 
were to appear on the site of Budgens would you do your main shop there? Be it Aldi, Lidal, or a M&S food? "  
 
Because I think its a key question. Also how many people go to Budgens on a regular basis and see that it is "bad" 
is it just hear say from here or other people? I am willing to guess that most people chose else where because they 
have not even TRIED budgens in the last 6 months.  
Name Supplied 
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Thanks from Boogie Me- 31/12/10 
 
Boogie Me would like thank the residents, friends and family in Faringdon who supported us at our New Year's 
Hootennanny last night at the Old Crown Coaching Inn.  
 
The band had an amazing gig, the floor was packed, young and old and we were reminded once again how 
fabulous it is to play such an occasion in an wonderful venue, pay tribute to our musical heroes and spend time 
doing what we love best with our nearest and dearest.  
Faringdon, thank you.  
 
You made it for us this year. What a wonderful way to kick off 2011.  
 
If anyone would like to be added to our mailing list to be advised of upcoming local gigs, please email us at 
garthpool@btinternet.com  
We'll be back at the Crown on 29th April 2011 (Friday) for a Right Royal Boogie following the Royal Wedding. See 
you there...  
Warmest regards for 2011 Boogie Me x  

 

Thanks  - 31/12/10 
 
Thanks to the guys who were out on Christmas morning clearing snow and ice from path and pavement up to Folly 
from Stanford Road  
Name Supplied 

 

Have your say on the VWHDC draft 2011/12 budget  - 31/12/10 
 
In accordance with the Council's Constitution the Executive is publishing its draft 2011/12 budget proposal for 
consultation.  
The council would now like to hear from residents, businesses and anyone else who has an interest in how the 
council spends its budget. What do you think of the proposals? Which elements do you like and which do you think 
should be considered further? Do you have any other ideas for saving money? If you do not like a savings proposal, 
where do you think the council should make savings?  
Please remember that difficult choices have to be made for the budget to balance. For every saving rejected, others 
of similar value have to replace them. For this reason, we are publishing a full list of all savings provisionally 
accepted together with all those we have provisionally rejected.  
 
See http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/news_views/consultation/DetailPage-8208.asp for more information and to 
Complete online questionnaire 
 
What happens next?  
The Executive will consider all comments received, before making its final budget proposals at its meeting on 11 
February 2011. At the full council meeting on 23 February 2011 councillors will debate the Executive’s final budget 
proposals and set the Council’s 2011/12 Budget. Information about the outcomes of the consultation will be made 
available on the website in February 2011.  
Consultation closes 3 February 2011  

 

Faster Broadband - vote before end December 
 



Don't forget you can vote for friends/relatives who are BT customers and who don't have Broadband 
www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/ 
 
13.33% 460 votes have been cast out of a total of 3,452 
13.04 31/12  

 

Tesco - 28/12/10 
 
I am mystified by Waitrose reluctance to submit their planning application. Surely the sensible way to proceed 
would be for Both parties to have their applications considered and to be able to choose the most appropriate one. 
as the Waitrose effort simply a 'put-up' job just to draw support from Tesco's application?  
name supplied  

 

Tesco - 28/12/10 
 
Please, please, I agree with you. But the inspector is only interested in planning reasons. You can only fight on 
those grounds, a straight petition is not the way to go. You need informed reasoning. T 
alk to the people who know starting with Alan Hickmore, chair of Planning and Highways, FTC.  
Even though I'm a member of FTC. These opinions are my own and not not those of the Town Council. 
Jane Boulton 

 

Tesco - 28/12/10 
 
Here here, the town needs a Tesco. haven't yet heard a decent argument against it, apart from where its to be 
situated  

 

Skydive for Hope & Aid Direct  - 27/12/10 
 
I am organising a sponsored Tamdem Skydive event in aid of Hope & Aid Direct - www.hopeandaiddirect.org.uk  
It will take place on Saturday 7 May at Weston on the Green, Nr Bicester. If you think you might be interested or 
have any questions please contact me - Sarah Oliver 01367 242769 or mail@saraholiver.freeserve.co.uk  

 

Tesco - 26/12/10 
 
Come on residents of Faringdon start the new year with a petition and support the Tesco appeal .Lets give Tesco 
all the support we can  
We need them ignore the three stooges who disapproved its up to the residents of Faringdon its our town let us 
have our say . 
Name Supplied 

 

Tesco are to appeal- 24/12/10 
 
Tesco issued a press release today that says they are apealing against the decision of the Vale Development 
Control Committee (planning committee) to refuse their application.  
 
This means that the final decision (unless it goes for judicial revue) is to be in the hands of an individual planning 
inspector. As I understand it, it also means that if the application is successful, the Vale will have to pay all the costs 
of the applicant. This could be a lot of (our) money.  
 
The decision will be based on planning law and the viability of the original application.  
 
Unfortunately it could also mean that the decision may not include the sensible and well thought out caveats that 
the FTC Planning Committee suggested. We will have to influence the inspector to consider these.  



 
It is also interesting that Waitrose have not yet submitted a planning application. Perhaps they are waiting for the 
result of the Tesco appeal. They have said that they will not go ahead if Tesco succeed.  
 
It's an interesting start to the new year.  
 
Happy Christmass everybody, and I hope that we will all be able to get our food shopping for next year (or the year 
after) locally  
[These are my views and do not necessarilyreflect those of FTC planning and highways committee] 
Alan Hickmore  

 

Waste collections- 24/12/10  
 
The overflow of recycleable rubbish we are all likely to have when it's finally collected does not, it now appears, 
have to be put in clear sacks to be collected.  
The following sentences come from an e-mail I received today from Mike Mackay, the Vale's Head of Commercial 
Services,following my question to him about sourcing clear sacks.  
 
"I will get the web-site updated. For recycling, side waste is acceptable in any recyclable container eg supermarket 
plastic bags, cardboard box, as long as the collection crew can readily see that the contents of the side are 
recyclable (and not landfill rubbish)."  
So save your supermarket bags for the big day.  
Andrew Marsden 

 

Blue Christmas Lights - 22/12/10 
 
Rachel has a point. But the colour of the lights was definately not a political decision. In fact I don't think that 
Faringdon town is blue in a political sense. I agree a lot of red would be a good idea both politicaly and for the 
lights.  
I'll suggest it to the committee for next year (cuts allowing!!).  
Alan Hickmore  
FTC Chair of Christmas Lights Committee  

 

Re waste collections- 23/12/10  
 
So a 26 tonne specialist vehicle is totally useless in the current snow conditions. How about a set of winter chains? 
And why invest such a vast sum in a vehicle that becomes a victim of the weather conditions, when the magnificent 
drivers from Sainsburys, Tesco, Asda, Morrisons, and Waitrose manage to get almost everywhere and are working 
like dedicated trojans?  
And finally are the waste crews qualified to make a risk assessment of delivery conditions or do they just kick the 
tyres?  
Name Supplied 

 

Folly Christmas light - 23/12/10 
 
We are sorry to let you know that there will be no Christmas light on the Tower this year.  
 
You may be aware that in October we started major refurbishment work, involving replacing the roof, installing a 
new electrical system, lightening conductor, reinforcing the staircase and redecorating. Well, we've been beaten by 
the extreme weather. The work was due to be completed by mid-December but will now carry on till well into 
January. We investigated alternative temporary lights but were hampered by safety issues.  
 
Many thanks to Peter White, who installed the first light for the Millennium and has put one up every year since 
then. We've had so much positive feedback that we know how much you look forward to "Your Christmas light on 
the Folly".  
 



Things will be back to normal next year. Meanwhile, please look out for the special events in the tower during 2011.  
Friends of the Folly Tower 

 

Re: waste collection.- 22/12/10  
 
Because my garden is 2 ft above ground level I am entitled to assisted collection. It has taken 10 weeks before it 
was actioned by the bin men. I was awash in recycling. The food and landfill could have gone a year and there 
would have been virtually nothing. They still hadn't caught up and I still have weeks of recycling to be collected. 
Christmas doesn't help.  
If the post and milk can be delivered why can't our rubbish be collected. If it's a health and safety issue then surely 
rubbish not being collected is the same issue.  
Jane Boulton 

 

Order, counter-order, disorder- 22/12/10 
 
On Monday the 20th I received an informative Txt message from the Council telling me that my bins would not be 
collected until next Wednesday the 29th...Fair enough. 
I shared this information with my neighbours. and we removed our bins from the roadside. 
 
I have just (7pm on the 22nd) received another Txt saying that the uncollected bins might be collected in the next 
couple of days on the main routes. 
The VWHDC website offers the following helpful tips. 
Waste collections  
As things stand, collections are scheduled to take place on Thursday 23 and Friday 24 December for properties 
that have their normal collection on a Thursday or Friday. As they go along their rounds crews will assess whether it 
is safe to collect from individual roads and properties. If it snows overnight a further assessment will be made as to 
whether crews will go out. There will be no garden waste collections for the rest of the week. Due to the adverse 
weather conditions, no collections took place on Monday 20 or Tuesday 21 December, however, we did manage to 
collect from most properties on Wednesday. The decision to suspend collections (made by both council and 
contractor) is due to the treacherous conditions on many roads, where compacted snow has become unsafe for 26 
tonne collection vehicles.  
As well as conditions on the road the health and safety of collection crews has also been taken into account due to 
icy conditions on pavements. 
Name Supplied 

 

Blue (tory??) lights - 22/12/10 
 
Do our pretty blue Christmas lights reflect the Tory leanings of the Town?  
May I suggest some red ones to address the inbalance and look a bit more festive  
Rachel 

 

Folly.... No Christmas light this YR ???? - 22/12/10 
 
Name Supplied 

 

Nil Desperandum - 22/12/10 
 
Suggesting that our attitude to The Race to Infinity is apathetic is unseasonable and unreasonable.  
All we need is 62 votes each day between now and the 31st and we're home and dry. 
Name Supplied 

 

Joe and Olive? Bromsgrove? - 22/12/10 
 



Does anyone know a Joe and Olive who live on Bromsgrove?  
we have had a Christmas card delivered to our house with only these details on and wish to unite the two. Please 
contact me on faringdon 240500, or email sharonclough@hotmail.com and let me know which number they live at 
so I can give it to them.  
Merry Christmas Talking Points readers  
Sharon Clough 

 

Happy Christmas to everyone in Faringdon - 22/12/10 
 
I hope each and everyone of you has a wonderful time and you have a happy and prosperous New year. 
Jacqui, Andy and Kym Massey, Coxwell Road 

 

Refuse- 21/12/10 
 
Further to comments about refuse not collected in the snow, since the new contractors took over I have to take my 
rubbish a quarter of a mile to a collection point as they will not pick rubbish up from my house, although that was 
where it was always collected from.  
Have tried for council tax rebate with no success.  
Name Supplied 

 

Race To Infinity - 22/12/10 
 
The Results So Far 446 votes cast out of a total of 3,452.  
Apathy!  
Name Supplied 

 

Loud Siren - 22/12/10 
 
Sorry perhap's i did not make my self clear, The sound in question is not like the ones that we here from our 
Emergency service's, its more like the sound you get from an all clear or warning siren used in war time or 
mineing!(long drawn out waiel)coming from a static source.  

 

Plans for the Pump House Theatre - 22/12/10 
 
Have just been on the Vale of White Horse planning site and seen the plans for the Pump House.The old Club 
House must have been built before 1950 when the Pump house was called The Servicemens Club.The Architects 
appear to not know the date of the building surely the Town Council Planning Department will have the original 
plans.We are told that the refurbishment of the Theatre will be an asset to Faringdon as it wil be used by many 
groups. How much is all of this going to cost and when finished will it subsidised by the council. Will we have a 
venue that is cost affective or one that is used by the few and paid for by the many.  
Name Supplied 

 

Thank You from Red Lion - 22/12/10 
 
Andy and the staff at The Red Lion would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We thank 
you for your support in 2010 and remind you that we are not charging an admission charge to our 1980's themed 
New Years Eve party with the fantastic DJ Citizen Al Cane. We feel that you should not have to pay to go to a pub 
that you frequent throughout the year!  
Andy 

Don't be silly!!- 21/12/10 
 
No refuse collection by the new service VOWHDC have contracted to provide a service on our behalf with OUR 



money, Monday or Tuesday so far, wait and see how many more days extra holiday they will get.  
Wonder if the three wise ones who don't read this site and certainly never reply to comments on it, yet we voted 
them in and we pay their expenses, would care to advise if we are likely to see a refund for services we have paid 
for but have not been delivered, or does the commercial contractor just benefit from all this?  
What prompted this post you may well ask, well, Sainsburys have just delivered groceries to a customer at 7.10pm 
on Tuesday night, in heavy falling snow, at the bottom of a hill that has not been ploughed or gritted by the 
VOWHDC, in very difficult road conditions, WELL DONE SAINSBURY'S. Begs the question, are there different 
H&S rules and regulations for the VOWHDC Contractors and Sainsbury's? Wonder if Sainsbury's would care to 
take on refuse collection, they seem to be far more customer focused than the VOWHDC.  
The Consultant 

 

Loud sirens - where from? - 21/12/10 
 
It could be a yellow siren (known as master blasters) there are some fitted to the building backing onto the car park 
of the health centre, these sirens usually form part of a security system and are normally used in remote locations. 
This siren could be linked in with a security light and being tripped by cats etc. generally these sirens are not 
allowed to be used in residential areas as the sound output is above the legal limit.  
Hope this helps!  
A well wisher. 

 

Sirens - 21/12/10 
 
If its the same loud sirens as i am hearing, its an alarm on one of the units down pioneer road. They regularly sound 
5 or 6 times a night, in the summer they are extremely annoying when you have your windows open.  
Regular occurance though.  
Sam Arlott 

 

So it's Thank You Season again ! - 21/12/10 
 
I want to add my thanks to the Post people though I wish they would stop bringing me brown envelopes from 
HMRC. 
I also want to thank Gene and Hil (that's HT not hugs Hilary ) for yet another year providing this website. It can’t be 
easy.. As I have mentioned previously posting here is so much cheaper than visiting a psychiatrist and less 
embarrassing than phoning the Samaritans.  
And to all you posters including the name supplieds 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS and A PROSPEROUS(despite the government's efforts to make sure it isn't) 2011.  
HGM 

 

Sirens - 21/12/10 
 
I often hear sirens/alarms in the evenings or if I wake at night coming from somewhere in the Pioneer Road area 
too.  
It's definitely not an emergency service vehicle - I would guess it comes from a building. If we're talking about the 
same siren, it's been going on for years.  
Sarah Oliver 

 

Clear plastic bags wanted- 21/1210 
 
Does anyone know where you can buy clear plastic bags for putting recycling rubbish in from? Our green bin is full 
and I understand they'll take recycling in clear plastic bags. 
I've tried Sainsbury and Davis DIY. Thank you.  
Name Supplied 

 



Loud Sirens - Response from the Responders - 21/12/10 
 
We don't have sirens fitted to any of our vehicles (including the van) so it's not us you hear. You're likely to be 
hearing the wailing type of sirens in Faringdon from any of the 3 statutory emergency services, i.e. Police, Fire or 
Ambulance.  
 
Thanks for the lovely comments about us Hilary. We receive fabulous support from the Faringdon Community and 
would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very safe, trouble-free and Merry Christmas. 
Gof Smith 

 

Thankyou for post and milk - 21/12/10 
 
Thank you to the very brave and trustworthy post men and ladies for delivering the post during this dreadful 
weather, thank you also to the milk men and ladies who delivered the milk in freezing conditions today!  
I am not going to thank the recycling people, we have to wait another 10 days for them to collect todays food 
collection and recycling from the last fortnight it appears!  
Name Supplied 

 

Grit bin replenishment  - 21/12/10 
 
I cleared the snow from Orchard hill yesterday and spread the grit from the council grit bin on the road.  
Unfortunately there was only about half a dozen bucketfull's of salt left in the council grit bin. 
I don't think it has been refilled since I did the same in January.  
Name Supplied 

 

Merry Christmas one and all  - 20/12/10  
 
But please, at this time of goodwill to all men, spare a thought for the less well off in this society, those who do not 
have the time to press F7. Those who are unable to formulate legible sentences and who cannot proof read before 
posting. Those, who no matter how enthusiastic, are unable to stop, breath and read their own post before hitting 
send.  
 
Wish them well in their endeavours but do, please, remind them… … 
stay off the crack before you post on Faringdon.org  
Sir Caustic 

 

Clearing snow from pavements - the guidelines- official from the 
government - 20/12/10 
 
There's no law stopping you from clearing snow and ice on the pavement outside your home or from public spaces. 
It's unlikely you'll be sued or held legally responsible for any injuries on the path if you have cleared it carefully.  
Follow the snow code when clearing snow and ice safely.  
 
 
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/DG_191868 

 

Waste collection - 20/12/10 
 
This is on Vale of White Horse website regarding waste collection for Monday 20th:  
 
Waste collections  
Due to the adverse weather conditions, no collections will take place on Monday and Tuesday.  
For collections the rest of the week we will confirm the afternoon on the day before they are to due take place 
whether or not crews will go out – for instance the decision on whether crews should go out on Wednesday will be 



made on Tuesday afternoon.  
 
If your collection is missed: Important – in order to minimise the disruption, there will be no catch up for collections 
that are missed. If your collection is missed, please (where safe to do so) return you bins to their normal (non-
collection day) position. Your next collection will then revert (weather permitting) to the Christmas recycling and 
collections. Due to the anticipated build up of extra waste in the next few days, where collections have been 
missed, a reasonable amount of side waste can be put on collection days.  
This should be placed out as follows:  
General/residual waste – black sacks only  
Recycling - either in recycling or cardboard box or clear bags  
Food waste – in extra biodegradable bags, or if not available please place in within normal household waste.  
 
Why not sign for a free reminder about when to put your bins out when collections change? Anyone who signs up 
for this service will receive a text message about the changes in the event of bad weather or during a Bank Holiday 
period.  
To register simply send a text message with the word waste and your collection day to 07797 870371 - for example 
if your collection day is a Monday, send a text saying waste Monday.  

 

Surfeit of Hilarys - 20/12/10 
 
In case of any confusion. All the previous posts signed Hilary - definitely not me. 
 
Hilary Taylor/HT  

 

Waste collection - 20/12/10 
 
Kaylee - Bless - this is the Cinderalla society -snooze or return your slippers or snow boots before midnight or you 
lose - Monday collection is NOT a courier collection a contract or a promise - it is an indication of a "Maybe it will be 
Monday" - So to take full advantage of the service you have paid for - do what I will do in the next 15 mins ... PUT yr 
bin out - NOW -then go to bed - tonight will be hysterically funny trying desperately practicing what I preach! :)  
1) Put dressing gown over Nightie  
2) Put Fake Fur Coat over Dressing Gown  
3) Find Torch  
4) Find Wellies  
5) Find Bin in Garden with Torch  
6) Get up after falling over on icy path  
7) Find stuff I meant to put in bin  
8) Remove 6" of snow from Bin Lid - open lid  
9) Stuff the stuff that can be recycled in bin  
10)Dig out food bin from snow in garden - Fill!  
11)Place all of my recycleable stuff in bin(s)  
12)Adopt the, Well...I Tried, You Failed POSE!  
Hugs Hilary  

 

Loud sirens - where from? - 20/12/10 
 
Probably one of our VERY valued First Responders - one of which might live near you...  
 
As someone who has has to wait for over an hour with severe head injuries a few years ago for an ambulance & on 
another occasion WELL over an hour with a collapsed lung for another ambulance (although this time luckily I was 
at my Dr's Surgery and they managed to stabilise my condition) I would personally thank goodness you hear sirens 
- these wonderful First Responders were not there a couple of years ago and now make ALL the difference - there 
locally in minutes to save lives - unlike the local ambulance service - next time you hear a siren - PUT UP WITH IT - 
and if it goes past yr house be vvv thankful - unlike the lottery - It wasn't for You!!! (THIS TIME) - BUT JUST ONE 
DAY YOU MIGHT NEED THEIR HELP???  
Hilary  

 



Festive Greetings! - 20/12/10 
 
I want to cover as many points as I can just to keep momentum & contoversy going, otherwise this message board 
would die!  
 
1) Dog Pooh - 3 HUGE vvv sloppy dumps IMMEDIATELY outside of my gate - (SORRY that your dog was so ill that 
you could not stop long enough to remove them BUT I do understand that you probably needed to call a vet - 
NEVER MIND - I stepped over it and in these sub zero temperatures I only had to wait an hr or two until it was solid 
enough to be able to get an M&S Food (paid for on the M4) Bag to scoop it up and then confused as to just WHICH 
of my bins I should put it in I put it in the public beer bottle & dog dooh dah's bin opposite!  
 
2)Parking & the Christmas Fairy in Faringdon who handed out festive parcels of fines - Was this the same Law 
enforcement officer that I saw politely knocking on people's windows to get them to move their cars - snooze you 
loose - fair enough!! By the way MR or MRS Vigilante - if you are going to spit venom about Coxwell Street or Road 
PLEASE get your facts ABSOLUTELY right .. YELLOW = Traffic Warden - but we don't have one of these round 
here - DO NOT demote our lovely PCSO's to that status!! If you are going to pontificate get your facts right - just 
ONCE would be nice!!  
 
3) Parking in Coxwell Street/Road - easy peasy solution - get rid of the skips and stop numptie's on the local council 
giving ONE House WITH off street parking carte blanche to remove off street parking to create a (wait for it) BIN 
store for the now TWO dwellings created from the ONE house that HAD parking!!! Oh Please a Bin store does NOT 
give the developer the right to put up to 4 more cars on this road - but what does he care - he does not live here 
and VWH did not see fit to notify his neighbours so we could object (No doubt because he has offered to build a bin 
store!)- How environmentally friendly - NOT!!  
 
4)Yellow Lines - Single or Double - Can I be booked for parking on one during this snow crisis (by the way I am not) 
when I can't see it?  
 
5)Constant Neigbourhood Traffic Peristant Boring Vigilante - as you are SO keen ref legal parking spaces in 
Coxwell Street/Road Can I expect your whole hearted support (complete with thermals/brush/shovel/wellies) to 
allow me to dig/extricate my legally parked car tomorrow morning out of the snow at 5.30am so I can go to work, so 
that the less fortunate occupants of this road have somewhere legal to park -) I won't hold my breath - you are all 
fur coat and no shovel - NUFF said - get a life .........  
 
I really really hope you find more Community & Positive Interests for next year's focus - why not try love & respect 
instead of vigilante venom - try standing like me in the folly layby watching REAL people honouring REAL people....  
 
Just a thought.... Stop Rubbishing Faringdon - Some of us Choose to live here - Most of us LOVE living here - You 
obviously don't - but another thought - every drip of venom YOU constantly spill about Faringdon puts YOUR house 
price down by a few thousand quid every time you post - Not THAT clever now are we???  
Hugs Hilary  

 

Mummers Play on 26th- 19/12/10  
 
The Ladies, Gentlemen and children of the Vale of the White Horse are cordially invited to join THE ACCLAIMED 
WANTAGE MUMMERS.  
The performers are gathering for one day only to perform their traditional MUMMERS PLAY.  
Appearing on BOXING DAY, Sunday 26th December 2010.In Faringdon Market Place, 10 o'clock.  
The BELL HOTEL will be offering from 9 o'clock.There will also be a traditional folk session in the Bell from 11 
o'clock.  
Sam Prince 

 

Thomas the Tank  - 18/12/10 
 
Re Thomas the Tank and Father Christmas not stopping on Fernham Road last Wednesday he is planning a return 
trip on Tuesday we are  
Sorry to have missed you !!  
Name Supplied 



 

Dog Sitter- 18/12/10 
 
Please try the dog creche in watchfield, highly reccomend!  
Name Supplied 

 

Loud sirens - where from? - 18/12/10 
 
were are the loud siren blasts coming from? they are often heard late evening 7,8,9pm and very early in the 
morning 4,5 am,. And last night(Fri 17th dec) there were long burst's between 7 and 8 pm!  
I think they are coming from the direction of Pioneer rd.  
Name Supplied 

 

Community Message from Thames Valley Police- 18/12/10 
 
Theft of Fuel from Vehicles  
The Police are asking you to be extra vigilant at the moment following a spate of thefts from fuel tanks in the 
Wantage area. One car has been targeted in Charlton Village and one at the Holy Trinity Church, Charlton. Another 
one was targeted at Priory Road, Wantage. Also a vehicle at Coxwell Street, Faringdon was subjected to the same 
theft of fuel. The offender or offenders have been drilling in to the fuel tanks of cars while they are parked on 
peoples' drives or on the road. If you happen to be out and see anyone acting suspiciously or anyone working 
under a car, please contact the Police on 999 if it is a crime in progress or 08458 505 50 if you have any 
information.  
 
Thames Water’s doorstep password scheme 
Bogus callers often pretend to be from a water, gas or telephone company to gain entry into someone’s home 
under false pretences. To discourage this, Thames Water operates a doorstep password scheme which is open to 
all their customers.  
 
To register with their doorstep password scheme, customers just need to call Thames Water on 0845 641 0068. 
Lines are open weekdays from 8am to 8pm and on Saturday from 8am to 1pm (Minicom or Typetalk: 0845 7200 
898).  
 
They will be asked for their name and address and customer account number. They will also need to choose their 
password.  
 
Once somebody has registered, any caller claiming to be from Thames Water must be able to quote the correct 
password before being let into the person’s home. If they're unable to do this, the customer must keep their door 
shut and call Thames Water immediately on the numbers above.  
 
Thames Water also advises people to check a door-step caller’s ID badge in the following way:  
• Does the card photo show the person at the door? 
• Is the card out of date? 
• Has the card been tampered with? 
• Does it show Thames Water’s logo? 
 
Electronic Tagging Kits 
 
We have a limited supply of stop theft electronic tagging kits available from Wantage police station at heavily 
discounted rates. The kits consist of radio frequency devices that are fitted to the item by the owner with the unique 
identification codes recorded on Immobilise. UK Police with access to suitable RFID readers are able to view the 
device numbers and check the recorded keeper's details in real-time via their own internal system called the 
NMPR.It increases the chances of you being reunited with your stolen goods and the thief being apprehended. The 
kits also come with labels to deter thieves as marked property greatly increases the risk to them and reduces the 
value of the goods. These kits usually retail from £6 to £35 each .  
 
We have one tag kits for hand and power tools,garden ornaments and furniture,fishing tackle and IT equipment @ 



£2 each  
 
3 tag kits for caravans @£5 each  
4 tag kits for horseboxes and trailers @ £5  
9 tag kits for 4x4 vehicles @ £5  
 
We also have one 6 tag motorcycle and one 3 tag scooter kit @ £5  
 
Please contact Ali Smith Crime reduction on 01235 776007 or on alison.smith4@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk to 
arrange despatch or collection from the police station. Payment by cash or cheque only.  
 
There are still a limited number of the festive security bags available which cost £3 each and would make a lovely 
gift for an elderly friend or relative or even a young person.  
The festive bag incudes a personal attack alarm with torch, a purse bell, ultra violet marker pen and warning 
notices.  
These are available from Wantage,Faringdon,Thame,Didcot, Henley and Abingdon police stations.  
Please check opening times and availability before making a special journey.  

 

Dog Sitter wanted - 17/12/10 
 
Can anyone recommend a local dog sitter who takes dogs into their home now that Faith's has closed?  
Rescue mutt was sad and anxious in kennels and I'd rather avoid them if I can (although I have heard good things 
about Charney).  
Any suggestions?  
Name Supplied 

 

Waste collection - 17/12/10 
 
I put my waste out Monday for collection-as usual.  
My Fiance comes home from work asking why our bin hadn't been emptied, which of course I didn't know as it 
wasn't even full! I thought maybe I put it out too late and missed them (I put it out at 10am and is usually collected 
after 3pm), I was informed that it was collected just after 5pm. I contacted the people in question and they have said 
there is nothing that can be done about it now and will no take the next 2weeks worth of rubbish from next to the 
bin.  
THIS IS THEIR FAULT, NOT MINE, WHY AM I PAYING FOR THEIR MISTAKE?  
Has anyone else had their bins missed???  
Kaylee enevoldsen  

 

Market Place Layout (once again) - 17/12/10 
 
As I approached the Market Place from the Swindon end in my car intending to turn left up to the church, the bus 
pulled out from it's stop beside the Crown and turned right. I was there first, but it blocked the access and there was 
nowhere for it to go, so yes, you've guessed, I had to drive up London Street, all around the town and back into the 
Market Place simply in order to get where I was going.  
 
I have seen this happen many times. Perhaps the 'big society' could organise a road gang with a digger and tarmac 
to come and rearrange the ridiculous paving area in front of the Town Hall, as clearly nothing will be done 
otherwise. 
 
Weary Motorist 

 

Terrific job at the Folly - 17/12/10 
 
Buster (the Dog) and I have just returned from our regular (twice daily) jaunt up to the Folly, and I just wanted to say 
to whoever has organised the clearance of the brushwood / brambles and general detritus that they have done a 
TERIFFIC job ; it now looks absolutely splendid.  



Can you make a start on other parts of the town after this please !!  
Well done once again, Happy Christmas and all the best  
Hugh Cookson 
ED(GW) It was done by Friends of the Folly 

 

Ref Canada Lane Cones - 16/12/10 
 
I assume that someone decided that the yellow lines were not visible enough (as evidenced by the difficulty any 
resident of The Pines experiences in trying to get to or leave his property at school starting and kicking out times). I 
applaud the approach - sadly however it seems to be making the situation worse.  
Today I saw a People Carrier parked alongside one of the cones meaning, of course, that the space for cars 
wishing to travel along Canada Lane is even narrower!  
Name Supplied 

 

Tickets for New year at the Crown - 16/12/10 
 
Tickets for New Year's Eve Hootenanny with Boogie Me are now on sale at The Old Crown Coaching Inn. £5 in 
advance, £6 on the door  
Mel 

 

jane Bolton - Faringdon Carnival- 15/12/10  
 
Count me in.  
Julie Farmer  

 

Thomas the Tank and FC - 15/12/10 
 
Want to thank 'Father Christmas and Thomas the Tank Engine' for driving past my four year old son twice on 
Fernham Road this year. He had been watching for him at the front room window for almost 2 hours. We had no 
chance of catching him as he was clearly hurrying off to the next big estate. Remember Father Christmas, there are 
little boys and girls all over faringdon that are everywhere missing tea and going to bed late just to have a cuddle!  
Shame on you!!  
Natasha De-Bank 

 

Scarrots Fair- 15/12/10 
 
Scarrotts fair, now there's a blast from the past.  
Margaret Haddon 

 

This is a Community Message from Thames Valley Police- 15/12/10 
 
BURGLARY – NON DWELLINGS FARINGDON  
Overnight from Monday 13th December into Tuesday 14th December 2010 an outbuilding in a yard along the 
Highworth Road, Faringdon has been broken in to. It is unknown at present what has been stolen. Also overnight 
from Sunday 12th December into Monday 13th December 2010 an outhouse has been broken in to along Church 
Street in Faringdon. A welder worth £400 has been stolen.  
 
If you have any information relating to either of these incidents, please contact the Police on 08458 505 505 and 
say you are responding to a Ringmaster message.  
Thank you. 
ED(GW) I've heard too that a number of sheds on the allotments have been broken in to 

 



Budgen's Conundrum - 15/12/10 
 
Question: What is it called when the advertised shelf price is the same as the price charged at the till ? 
Answer : A Coincidence !  
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon poetry in motion- 14/12/10 
 
 
A Faringdon poem for everyone who lives both near and far,  
At least within the wondrous glow of our fine Folly star,  
 
A chance for festive fun and sprouts and for the few; religion,  
It's time to harvest Easter eggs from your bespoke pink pigeon,  
 
As council's bins and sk8 parks live up to expectations,  
Ex-Mayor makes an alleged start to explosive celebrations,  
 
While the town centre's looking twinkly with tree lights all in place,  
There's parachuting Santa's in the Lees that can be seen from space,  
 
Children queuing to see Saint Nick, excited about a parcel,  
But not if Santa's grotto has been moved to the Rat's Castle,  
 
Warm pubs, good beer, live bands and real log fires so mellow,  
Faringdon welcomes all who pay to park (but not on double yellow)  
 
It's great to have a busy town though now too cold to eat al fresco,  
Though every little doesn't help if its an out-of-centre Tesco,  
 
But on New Years Eve we come together from manager to shelf stacker,  
With 80's discos and bands in town - the chance to pull a cracker!  
 
Here's to the last of 2010, cheers!  
 
Have a merry Crimbo and a fun New Years Eve in town.  
Enjoy putting the 'Great' back into Great Faringdon.  
 
Name Supplied 

 

Revive Faringdon Carnival? - 14/12/10 
 
Scarrotts Fair is back in Faringdon in the summer. Wouldn't it be better if it was combined with bringing back the 
Carnival. We don't yet know which week it will be but that doesn't stop us from starting a committee to run a 
carnival.  
I need people to help organise it and form a committee.  
Any volunteers?  
Jane Boulton 

 

Waitrose and Tesco- 14/12/10 
 
What is happening with the Tesco and Waitrose applications to build supermarkets? Have their applications been 
turned down or are we still waiting for decision?  
 
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) Tesco's app has been refused. No news of whether they will appeal. Waitrose have yet to submit an 



application 
 

**NEW** Ante Natal Class in Faringdon 
 
22nd January 2011 
Faringdon Family Centre, 10.00-12.00 
For both parents whose baby due in the next 4-8 weeks 
Free, donations to cover refreshments are welcome 
Run by an experienced midwife who can offer advice and answer your questions 
Please call Margaret Broadberry on 01367 242661 to register your interest 
 
Organised and sponsored by Faringdon Area Project Health Group 
 
The John Radcliffe should be providing the midwifery service in Faringdon, but they say that there are insufficient 
mums-to-be in Faringdon to make it worthwhile. They recommend that mothers from Faringdon should go to 
Abingdon. Other than that I think the NCT provide classes at a cost.  

 

Poetry Competition  - 13/12/10 
 
The Battered Moons Poetry Competition 2011 is free to enter for all SN post code area residents 18 or over. It is 
supported by the Swindon Festival of Literature and Artswords, an Arts Council project promoting literature in 
Swindon, and it is organised by volunteers. This year’s adjudicators are Lesley Saunders and Cristina Newton.The 
seven winners will be invited to read their winning poems at the Swindon Festival of Literature in May 2011 in the 
same bill as a well known. Winning poems will be published in a booklet.  
 
Interested poets can send a maximum of 3 titled poems of up to 40 lines with no identification marks and a separate 
Word document attachment with the poems’ titles and their personal details to swindonpoetry@googlemail.com 
before February 28th 2011.  
Winners to be notified by post mid April 2011.  
 
Details available at www.bluegatepoets.com, and check the Swindon Festival of Literature site for the Festival 
events.  
For any queries, please contact Cristina Newton: cristina.ne.newton@googlemail.com  

 

Christmas Miracle - 13/12/10 
 
I ask again of the three wise ones elected to represent Faringdon or even of the lesser wise ones elected onto the 
Town Council who seem to read this site and sometimes reply which is more than can be said for the three wise 
ones. 
Who is responsible for enforcing parking restrictions on double or single yellow lines in Faringdon, is it:  
1: The Police  
2: The Vale of White Horse DC  
3: Oxfordshire CC  
4: No one!  
I would love to know who I am paying for not doing their job, maybe I can have an input into their next performance 
appraisal?  
The Consultant 
 
ED(GW) I believe it is the Police. VWHDC look after 'car parks'  

 

Race To Infinity, The Results So Far- 13/12/10 
 
As the BT "Race to Infinity" enters its last month, the top five areas that are currently leading the field have been 
announced. Over 290,000 people have voted all across the UK with both businesses and consumers keen to see 
their area upgraded under a scheme that will bring broadband to some areas that previously had been excluded 
from any investment plans. The top five are currently:  



 
1.Blewbury, Oxfordshire  
2.Caxton, Cambridgeshire  
3.Castleton, Newport  
4.Madingley, Cambridgeshire  
5.Whitchurch, Hampshire  
Whilst these five are currently out front, all is still to play for with voting ending on the 31st of December at midnight. 
The next five are Burley (Wharfedale in Bradford), Sutton on Sea (Lincolnshire), Market Drayton (Shropshire), 
Malvern (Worcestershire) and Barrow (Furness in Cumbria).  
 
The five winning areas (based on the percentage of premises served, above a threshold of 1,000) will see their 
exchanges enabled by early 2012 at the latest. BT will also engage with any community where at least 75% of 
connected properties have voted to get super-fast broadband. One community, Abbey St Bathans in The Scottish 
Borders, has registered 100% of its residents, however due to the small size of the village this only amounts to 47 
votes. Hopefully, BT will find a way to help these people get fast broadband.  
 
For those who have not yet voted, visit www.bt.com/racetoinfinity and select the Vote Now option.  
Maybe now is the time to move to Blewbury!!!!!! but with a vote of ONLY 290,000 accross the WHOLE of the UK I 
guess the public is telling BT what they think of them,this promotion and the service they, BT, offer!!!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Starch Food Waste Bags - 13/12/10 
 
Just been to check out Davis's & the Mustard Seed (the two places where you can get the replacement starch bags 
for your kitchen caddy) .  
In Davis's they sell them in rolls of 25 - for £3.60 . In the Mustard Seed they're in rolls of thirty - for only £2.99 . So - 
that's quite a bit less per bag.  
I bought a roll from the Mustard Seed - and they're a perfect fit.  
Name Supplied 

 

Re Christmas Miracle - 12/12/10 
 
Which part of the double yellow line is hard to understand?  
The black bit in the middle as they have to seal the ends of the lines up to stop it coming out. That is why you 
should not park on them as the extra pressure might make it pop.  
 
What you saw was not a Traffic Warden but a person from the Society for Prevension of Cruelty to Yellow Lines 
which is why they have custard on their hats. It would be fairer to fine big heavy wide vehicles extra for hurting the 
line more. You might however say that it is becouse they cause bigger chicannes to drive around and that is true 
too. 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Re Christmas Miracle - 12/12/10 
 
This time of year is a nightmare for those of us that live in Coxwell St. So many people use Saffron and the 
hairdressers that we cannot park near our homes. I probably annoy the hell out of people in other streets because I 
park legally where I can and walk home.  
 
Strangely I actually own the land behind my house and could park there. But another house has registered it as 
their property. My deeds predate theirs. I get nasty threatening stickers if I park on my own land. It will cost me 
money I don't have to fight it. I would let other neighbours use my space if I could get it sorted.  
Anyone who says that we shouldn't have cars if we live in houses without parking is not living in the real world. 
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon's own Christmas Miracle - 11/12/10 
 



Witnessed today (Sat 11/12 @ 10.50am), a very welcome Christmas miracle.... a Real, Live traffic warden ticketing 
illegally parked cars at the bottom of Coxwell St (by Saffron and down towards the r'about). Nice fat sticky 
envelopes of Festive joy, lined up along the windscreens.  
I do hope they work as an adequate deterrant, as that stretch of road at the bottom has become a menace.. a real 
game of 'chicken' as you try and pass 5 or 6 'chicanes' of parked cars, whilst dodging oncoming buses.  
 
Which part of a double yellow line is hard to understand?!  
 
Name Supplied 

 

Great place to live - 11/12/10 
 
Market place looks great, being woken up to the sound of christmas music is just magical.  
This is a wonderful place to live.  
Name Supplied 

 

Stolen Snowman - 11/12/10 
 
I hope the person that stole the Snowman from the lovely Christmas display in Meadowbank is happy with 
themselves! As alot of children will miss this new addition to their display. He was taken Thursday night (9th 
December). This couple go to great lengths to put the display on every year and must be really annoyed with this 
act of stupidity.  
Name Supplied 

 

Folly Park Increasing/Visited by Aliens?- 11/12/10 
 
Who drew crop circles on the new Cricket Pitch, right monkeys!!!!!!!!!!! Track too wide for a skateboard!!!!! 
We must have had a visitation.  
The Consultant 

 

Folly park is increasing- 10/12/10 
 
Folly Park Far from disappearing the park is increasing in size by about one third. The top end is all new to the park 
and will accommodate the rugby/cricket club and the skate park. 
This was an agreement under section 106 of the town and country planning act.  
Alan Hickmore 

 

Towing away? - 10/12/10 
 
Were the police towing away illegally parked vehicles off the pavement in Coxwell road last night. Thats what It 
looked like to me, and about time too.  
Mark Lunnon 

 

Race to Infinity...Doom and Gloom !- 10/12/10 
 
I don't think I needed Charlie's statistical analysis telling me that we have very little chance of winning the Race. He 
might also have pointed out that some of the 01367 subscribers have their own sub-exchanges with under 1000 
voters so have NO chance. 
Clanfield has 392 subscribers with, so far, 18 votes and even if the other 374 voted I don’t think they would be 
added to Faringdon's Total. 
I enjoy checking the daily total and find it more exciting than the location of corn starch bags. 
Remember the story, admittedly apocryphal, about the Tortoise and the Hare. 
Cockeyed Optimist  



 

Re Faster Broadband.- 10/12/10 
 
Re Faster Broadband. You don't have to be a BT customer, just have a landline.  
Name Supplied 

 

Faringdon Town Council. - 10/12/10 
 
Whilst welcoming the ability to peruse the minutes of Town Council meetings for the very recent past, it would be of 
great assistance to historians, if all the records from say the last 10 to 15 years could be available online?  
 
I appreciate that this would contribute to the cost of running our council, but as there are now more staff than we 
had then, perhaps this could be rolled out at minimal cost?  
I would just like to observe the progress made on various contentious issues and obviously offer plaudits to jobs 
well done.  
Mike Perks 

 

Starch Food Waste Bags - 10/12/10  
 
I bought my replacement starch bags (for my kitchen caddy) at the Mustard Seed. They're only £2.99 for a pack of 
30 - which is also cheaper than TESCO 's .  
Name Supplied 

 

Folly park is disappearing - 9/12/10 
 
Did you know that the local Folly Park is rapidly disappearing due to the building of Folly Park view? This is our 
local wildlife area so it would be a shame to lose this location.  
Please give your comments.  
 
Name Supplied 

 

Canada Lane Cones  - 9/12/10 
 
Does anyone know the purpose of the road cones along Canada Lane?  
Name Supplied 

 

Faster Broadband- 9/12/10 
 
You need 1000 votes to be enter the competition. The five areas with the largest percentage of votes by December 
31st 2010 will win.  
As of tonight we would need a total of 2079 votes to make 5th place!  
Charlie Harman 

 

Drivers for Hope & Aid Direct wanted... - 9/12/10 
 
Have you ever thought about collecting humanitarian aid; food, clothes, shoes, blankets, medical equipment, 
household items, tools etc. loading it onto a 7.5 ton truck and driving it across Europe to Kosovo?  
 
The trip would take two weeks either at Easter or in October.  
 
The experience would be incredibly fulfilling, emotional, brilliant fun, exhausting etc and will be one that you will 
never forget!  



 
If this sounds like you, there is a briefing day in Slough on Saturday January 8, 2011 where the full details will be 
given and we'll learn more about the plans for the two trips of 2011.  
Please contact Sarah - mail@saraholiver.freeserve.co.uk or 01367 242769  

 

Carol Concert, Roman Catholic Church, 3pm this Sunday - 9/12/10 
 
Lovely singing to listen to and join in with. 
Roman Catholic Church, 3pm  
Sing Faringdon, the community choir will join Faringdon Singers to sing 'and the Glory of the Lord' from Handel's 
Messiah  
Free entry.  
Retiring collection for the League of Friends. Hot punch and mince pies  
In aid of league of friends 

 

Something to make you smile - 9/12/10 
 
http://www.youtube.com/user/AlphabetPhotography 
Well I did!! 
Ed(GW) 

 

Re Recycling Bins - 8/12/10  
 
Thank you to the kind person offering to give me a kitchen caddy, I have been given one now by a friend of a friend 
who had two sets of bins delivered ! She has been waiting months for them to be collected and is still waiting !  
I wonder how many more people in the town are waiting for bins or bins to be collected ?  
Name Supplied 

 

Djembe advice please - 9/12/10 
 
I want to buy a drum for a 13 year old boy . What diameter should I get? Is hand size relevant? 
The 8/9" ones are reasonably priced, but the 10/12" are much more expensive. 
He'll be a beginner, but has done other drumming 
 
 
Thanks 
Name Supplied 

 

Display your art at the TIC - 9/12/10 
 
Every month in the Community and Tourist Information Centre we have a different local artist displaying their work. 
We have a space for January. The work can be anything from painting to jewellery making or card craft to knitting! If 
you would like to display your work plaese contact Sally on 01367242191 or sally@faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk  

 

Raffle prizes wanted - 8/12/10 
 
The Teaching Assistants at Faringdon Community College are holding an "in House" Christmas Raffle in aid of the 
Faringdon First Responders. We would be very, very grateful if any businesses or individuals would be able to 
donate a prize to help raise as much money as possible for this very worthy cause. I can collect on Monday, ready 
for the draw on Tuesday.  
Contact me if you can help, with either a voucher or a prize. chris_higgs@live.com or 01793 784143 Thank you so 
much.  
Chris Higgs 



 

Starch Food Waste Bags - 7/12/10. 
 
Starch waste bags for the kitchen caddies can be purchased in Davis DIY - way easier than trekking over to Tesco!  
Name Supplied 

 

Can you help?- 8/12/10 
 
On the 1st december around 10:15am on the A420 an incident happened with number 66 stage coach bus where 
passengers got hurt.  
Please can you help with this as we need witnesses to come forward . 
Arlene Lewis 

 

Good Holiday insurance? - 8/12/10 
 
Can I say to everyone who reads this that you should look very carefully at the details of travel insurance? I had a 
bag stolen on holiday recently and because I can't provide receipts or other proof of purchase for all the items in the 
bag Tesco's travel insurance will not reimburse me for them.  
 
If my suitcase had been stolen they would only have covered the cost of those items I could provide receipts for 
and like most people, I don't regularly keep clothes receipts for very long. So in that case I would probably have got 
nothing.  
 
Can anyone recommend a GOOD source of annual travel insurance for a family of four? 
Name Supplied 

 

Re Recycling Bins - 8/12/10  
 
To the person waiting for a replacement kitchen caddy - would you like mine? I use a much smaller caddy and don't 
require the new one. I've left it outside on recycling day with a note, asking for it to be taken away, to no avail!  
Happy to drop it round to you, if you contact TP with your details.  
Name Supplied 
ED(GW) I'm happy to pass on your details and not post 

 

Ref: Full Recycling Bins - 7/12/10  
 
Additional recycling can be put out into clear plastic bags- I've had to do this the past 2 collections and they will 
happily take it as long as the bag is clear.  
Name Supplied 

 

Starch Food Waste Bags - 7/12/10. 
 
We purchased some at Tesco in Abingdon.  
Name Supplied 

 

Race to Infinity ?....No problem !- 7/12/10 
 
All we need is 25 votes per day and we're home and dry 
 
Seemple ! 
Cockeyed Optimist  

 



Biodegradeable food waste bags - 6/12/10 
 
Would it be mischievous to point out that corn starch food waste bags are on sale in Tesco's in Swindon?  
Katrina Campbell 

 

Recycling - 6/12/10 
 
Usually by the end of week 2 my green wheelie bin is full, so this week I decided to put newspapers and bottles in 
my old green box, good idea I thought but oh no, it just so happened that I was looking out the window when the 
lorry stopped, only to watch the man put the contents of the box and the green box in the lorry !  
Bang goes that theory of using the green box again over the festive period when I will probably be needing it.  
 
By the way I am still waiting for a replacement kitchen caddy, mine arrived broken, numerous phone calls to be told, 
its on it's way to you, still waiting !!!!  
Name Supplied 

 

The Pump House Theatre 6/12/10 
 
I hate to be a nay-say, but at an early stage of the theatre re-development, designers must be made aware of the 
noise pollution. There are now 8 houses and flats VERY close to the building. ALL sounds from within this very 
fragile structure are heard outside.  
It will need a lot of sound insulation in order to comply with the domestic regulations.  
Get ready for the moaners.  
Name Supplied 

 

Biodegradeable food waste bags - 6/12/10 
 
The Mustard Seed does stock the 100% compostable 8 liter bags: " 8 litre Bio-Bags are manufactured using a 
cornstarch base material and conform to the stringent composting standards of EN13432, Din Certco and the OK 
Compost certifications."  
In rolls of 30 - cheaper than all the major supermarkets.  
New stock arriving tomorrow - or Wednesday latest.  
Sjoerd Vogt 

 

Christmas Decorations - 6/12/10 
 
Can I just say that the town looks better for its Christmas decorations which improve each year. It is a lot of cold 
work and rarely gets any thanks for the guys responsible.  
Poking fun and being negative is easy but this is positive contribution to the town. 
Alan Hitchcock 

 

This is a community message from Thames Valley Police. - 6/12/10 
 
BURGLARY WESTLAND ROAD, FARINGDON Between 0010 hours and 0014 hours on Monday 6th December a 
property in Westland Road, Faringdon was subject to a burglary. 

 

Can I save the town some cash- 6/12/10 
 
? Taking the lead from Fiat why not put the skateboard park on the roof of the new Waitrose - see Italian Job if you 
do not understand - and spend the savings on improving the access for emergancy vehicles. Waitrose can be 
asked to create a domed raised floor local bus stop refuge making it easy to access busses and which can double 
up as a stage for open air concerts by MADD using the 'free' carpark. Cannot be noiser than the Church bells. That 
way the council no longer have to deal with that eventuality or deal with the 'Devils Advocate' after the intermission, 



icecream, drinks on a stick.  
The second part of the play is apparently sub titled 'He who smelt it, dealt it'. At the moment the first act has ended 
in tragedy but might pass through farce etc. once the second act starts.  
Can I scotch (oh yes) the rumour that there is to be a special deal on the Devils Advocaat for Chrimbo as published 
in an unattributable advertising leaflet raid on Ferndale Street.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Waitrose - location is the problem- 6/12/10 
 
The problem with the location of a supermarket adjacent to the Gloucester Stree car park is entirely a problem of 
location.(A supermarket needs to be available to emergency vehicles - think access here!! and far enough away 
from residents that it doesn't cause noise problems) 
- ouch!!  
Name Supplied 

 

Vandalism in Folly Park - 5/12/10 
 
I went for a nice stroll around Folly Park this morning as I do on many days. It was lovely to see the frost on the 
grass...other people enjoying the space with their dogs...the pond all iced over. However...this nice morning was 
ruined when i saw what was on the ice of the pond.  
Some childish, irresponisble person or people have pulled the bird boxes down from the trees and have thrown 
them across the pond so that they are lying on the ice in the middle. It saddens me that some people have that 
mentality that they think this is funny.  
Samantha Williams 

 

Food waste bags - 4/12/10 
 
There's nowhere in Faringdon that sells these bags, the list of retail outlets is on the vale website at  
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/rubbish_recycling_waste/Food_waste/default.asp  
But you can buy them on the internet (They are 7 litre bags) just type in compostable bags to google and there are 
lots of suppliers 
 
HT  

 

NOW Needed - Corn Starch Compostable Bags for those new green 
food recycling bins  - 4/12/10 
 
- Having used up my initial free supply, where can I now buy them - Tried Budgens but I think they thought I was an 
Eco Alien asking for the impossible - I have already made several enquiries there to be continually offered only the 
banned plastic bin bags - So where CAN I buy the Corn Starch ones locally?  
Thanks  
Teresa Reynolds  

 

Council Cancels M.A.D.D's open Stage. - 4/12/10 
 
due to a misrepresentation of facts arising from the Festive Faringdon day, the council has cancelled M.A.D.d's 
involvement in hiring any of the council venues.  
To quote from Town Clerk June Rennie," it is no longer tenable for representatives of M.A.D.D., or yourself 
personally, to be able to hire any of the Town Council venues and this action will take place with immediate effect". 
This note arrived through the letter box this morning,early warning eh. This council states it is a listening council, 
too bad it doesn't listen hard enough.  
Sam Prince 

 



Theatre. - 3/12/10 
 
As Sam well knows, the FTC has an objective to bring the theatre back into use.We are consulting with potential 
users at the moment.  
It will not happen immediately. These things have to be paid for and we are trying to raise funds from external 
grants in order to minimise the cost to the counil tax payers. 
 
There are sufficient funds from the Bloor Homes section 106 money to improve disabled access to the Pump rooms 
(which should make it more useful for the whole community). This work will be carried out early in the new year.  
 
We are also making a start with developing the back area and the access to the theatre. Funding is coming from 
the same source.  
 
The comparison with the skate park is unnecessary and a little bit silly. The problem with the skate park was not 
funding or commitment from the council, it was entirely a problem of location.(A skatepark needs to be available to 
emergency vehicles and far enough away from residents that it doesn't cause noise problems). That has now been 
solved and (again part of the Bloor 106 contribution) the site of the skatepark is agreed and the base will be laid by 
Bloor Homes. There are funds (both in the council funds and from other sources) that SK8 have at their disposal to 
build the rest. We all hope that we will see a park in 2011.  
 
Alan Hickmore (These are my views and do not necessarily represent the town council).  

 

Cool Budgens - 3/12/10 
 
How cool is Budgens, they do gluten free sausages with lots of flavours. The big supermarkets have only just 
started to supply them. Well done Budgens.  
Julie Farmer 

 

Redlake/ Tesco's Site- 3/12/10 
 
I think it's a great shame that Tesco owns the plot of land that was formerly Redlake, as a few ideas for the site 
could be a community theatre including space for costume and props to be stored, as well as space for building and 
storing set.  
Also, a use for some of the other buildings on the plot would be a joint Scout/Guide hut with separate storage 
facilities for camping, games and cooking equipment.  
There would also be the opportunity to hire the space out for music events, a youth centre and to other groups 
within the community.  
Keith Merrick 

 

Theatre- 3/12/10 
 
It is great to know that the Pump House theatre is under consideration. If it is to be used as a theatre again, and 
architect services are to be used to that end, please could the council have the forethought - this time round - to 
retain an architect with experience of theatre design, and not just the cheapest jobbing architect, or someone local 
purely for the sake of expediency?  
 
theatregoer  

 

Time to put your views to Waitrose before their plans are set in stone.- 
3/12/10 
 
 
www.GloucesterStreet.org would like to say a big thank you to all the 40 residents who braved the cold to attend 
last nights lively meeting in the Old Town Hall. Thank you to everyone who rose to the challenge and offered such 
positive suggestions to overcome their concerns and discussed ideas with their neighbours. It was a really 



enthusiastic meeting with lots of lively discussion and debate.  
A selection of the comments received will be on our website shortly. If you want to influence Waitrose plans before 
they are set in stone then do not forget to contact Waitrose:  
david@sensitiveprojects.com with your recommendations of how to overcome these problems:  
-Safe and effective access strategy  
-Consistency between Gloucester Street car park and the additional 140 spaces  
-Safeguards against loss of resident parking  
-Beneficial links to the town centre  
-Ensuring no loss of our amenities  
 
You can either do nothing or you can do something positive by suggesting solutions to get the best possible 
outcome for Gloucester Street residents and the town centre.  
Contact Waitrose now.  
www.GloucesterStreet.org  

 

Remembering Faringdonians - 3/12/10 
 
I've only just realised that the form on our Remembering Faringdonians page has not been working properly. 
Apologies if you've used it and your entry has not been added to nvremembrance.htm 
Please do send it again 
Gene Webb 

 

Devil's Advocate. - 2/12/10 
 
"I can do that, give us a job".  
Auditions commencing on 7th December. Performance will be at the Pump rooms Theatre when open. 
all monkeys can apply , might give them something to do?  
Sam Prince 

 

Destination Faringdon- 2/12/10  
 
Check out the centre page spread of this month's "What's On". You'll be surprised at the extent of what you can buy 
in Faringdon.  
Faringdon is a fantastic place. It's your home town, it's on your doorstep and, scratch the surface, you'll be 
surprised what it has to offer.  
Enjoy it!  
David Reynolds 

 

Yawn!!!!!!!!! - 2/12/10 
 
PICK,PICK it's getting boring,negitivity on this site some must have to much time on their hands  
James Freeman 

 

Re:The Pump House Theatre. - 2/12/10 
 
Thank you Ed for information.  
I looked and found exactly the same. We are now in December and waiting for the minutes from the Oct meeting.  
So my question still stands, What is happening? Will the Theatre be another Skate board park saga?  
Sam Prince 

 

Name Supplied - 2912/10 
 
Identifying yourself is an invitation to debate. Not to identify yourself would suggest you are not interested in debate 



and believe you are unchallengably correct or your supplying disinformation, quite a bit of that about. Unless the 
discussion is heated or so on I cannot see the need to hide.  
If you are unable to stand by your beliefs or debate them you stand to be lampooned or sidelined as they will never 
carry the weight of an answerable entity who issued a statement.  
I am with Mark in principle on this but understand there are occasions for name supplied.  
As to the pilot, that was a factual heckle on precedure not an expression of information to influence 50 years of 
business effects for a town of inhabitants. Very amusing but not an appropriate example I suggest.  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Re Pump House Theatre. - 1/12/10 
 
Is that a profesional casting appointment?  
Sam Prince stars as Devil's Advocate in The Pump Room.  
A play, almost a who done it, about a bit of a stink in a small country town. A whiff of whimsey. I like it! Does it have 
a supporting cast of monkeys?  
Alan Hitchcock 

 

Re:The Pump House Theatre. - 1/12/10 
 
Re:The Pump House Theatre.  
Both Sam and Hilary Prince were attendant at the Venues Committee meeting on 24th September last when the 
future of the theatre was discussed. The minutes of that meeting can be found on the FTC website. Is Sam perhaps 
trying to play Devil's Advocate?  
Jane Boulton 
 
Sam Prince, you know what is going on with the theatre behind the pump rooms, you have been at the Town 
Council meetings and put in your own suggestions.  
Julie Farmer 
 
ED(GW)  
The 24/9 minutes are on 
http://faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk/files/resourcesmodule/@random4908a22d9ad39/1289488564_Venues_Mins_14
_9_10.pdf 
I could only find: 
It was FURTHER NOTED from her report that despite her concentrating heavily on marketing the Pump House 
over several weeks, the response had been disheartening and she expressed her concern about the viability of the 
facility. The members acknowledged that due to the current economic climate it was a difficult time. However, it was 
felt that once the platform lift had been installed, this would open up more available space in the venue. In addition, 
there were on-going plans for the theatre and once the town had expanded and the population in the town had 
increased, this would hopefully mean there would be more demand for the venue. Cllr Dr Wise asked whether the 
venue could be better used by the council during the quiet period. Cllr Hickmore suggested that perhaps the police 
would like to share the building as it provided a facility in the centre of the town with access for the disabled to the 
ground floor.  
 
10(b) Update on proposed demolition of club house; It was NOTED that the architect had advised that he was 
currently carrying out the drawings and design statement.  
10(c) Future of theatre: It was NOTED that this matter would be discussed by the Venues Future Development 
Working Party and it was AGREED that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday, 26 October 2010 at 7.00 pm. 
 
The minutes of 26/10 are not yet on the website 

 

Boogie Nights - 2/12/10 
 
My comment boogie Me Should have been a reference to the F.C.C. production of BOOGIE NIGHTS.  
To many boogies and one very entertaining Fungus the bogeyman. Thanks Joe Thurston.  
Sam Prince 

 



to name supplied (crossing guards) - 1/12/10 
 
i have to completely agree with you, they are always there rain, snow or shine, manage to stay calm with impatient 
drivers. a lovely part of the community and always with a smile on there faces.  
Thank you very much ladies, credit where its due :)  
Laura 

 

Theatre behind the Pump Rooms? - 1/12/10 
 
Now what happened to the theatre at the back of the pump rooms? Anyone know? Me thinks it would make a 
suitable smaller venue.  
Sam Prince 

 

Boogie - 1/12/10 
 
A lively and enthusiastic performance backed up by a competent production team. The band were pretty good to. 
Congratulations to all involved.  
Another winner.  
Sam Prince 

 
 

 


