What’s been happening in the Vale? 
Dermatology – an ongoing project as GP’s become more familiar with newly acquired equipment and skills. Dedicated training and review is in place and the project is to be evaluated to see if local GP’s can make an impact on the number and nature of referrals to secondary care.

Obesity – an ongoing project seeing considerable investment in both time and money.  Weight stations have been introduced into all 10 practices; slimming club membership vouchers have been available in all practices; practice nurses have attended training both as a consortium and with the County dietetic team; we are pulling together a resource directory for each area and are working with the recently formed ‘go-active’ team. Childhood Obesity is high on our agenda as is further collaboration with the Public Health Team. Primary Care alone can not manage this UK wide problem.

Footcare – we piloted a scheme in Didcot with Age Concern Sole Mates. Age Concern had been unable to recruit volunteers to work in Didcot so we agreed to fund a paid ‘nail cutter’ so that older people could benefit from the service. This service is now available in all four of the Vale locations – ask your receptionist for details or contact Age Concern Oxfordshire.

Ultrasound – after numerous set backs we are now hopeful that this service will be in place this year. This will provide local ultrasound diagnostic services in all four areas of the group.

Local Gynaecology with ultrasound – this should now follow the commissioning of the ultrasound service.  Our model requires a ‘one stop shop’ approach to the provision on local services.

DVT diagnostics – introduced in July 2009 across the Group. A simple test carried out within the practice offers quick diagnosis and reduces referrals to secondary care. 

Older Peoples Services – new, innovative and looking to the future needs of the older population of the Group. Working with Age Concern to help identify need and prevent isolation. This service is able to refer to existing primary care services and primary care will be able to refer to it.

Diagnostic Feasibility Study – a one off commissioned study looking at future needs and possibilities within the Vale. Approved but yet to be commissioned, the outcomes of this study should shape future service redesign bids providing diagnostic service closer to home.


Local Eye Services- recently approved our scheme has a three streams of service development. The first will look at glaucoma testing, how we might provide enhanced testing within the community. Streams two and three will look at the management of patients before and after cataract procedures and how we might develop greater cross-profession working between general practitioners, secondary care and our local optometrists.


Arrhythmia – this service will be introduced in the Vale later this year, around October/November.  It will enable GP’s to test heart rhythms by the use of a simple monitoring device. This service will reduce the need for patients to travel to and from Oxford for this simple but effective test. 
Have your say……your views and suggestions are very important to us. There are several ways in which you can either become involved or express your views –

Vale Patient Reference Group – we meet quarterly to discuss progress and identify areas of concern. For information please contact your Practice Manager.

Your Practice Patient Group – contact your Practice Manager.

Write: Vale PBC Group c/o The Practice Manager use your practice name and address

Email: tina.coop@btinternet.com
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