Faringdon Town Council Meeting 12/9/07
Haven't been to one of these meetings for a while - I'd forgotten how tricky it is to understand accurately, not having been to previous meetings where perhaps a discussion took place. But good to see some new councillors. Here goes - my understanding of some subjects 

1 Corn Exchange lease - not decided. A meeting with VWHDC was talked about. 

2 VWHDC want to demolish the gateway along Park road as they say it is now not needed as the 30mph limit starts outside the gate. There was a view that they want to remove it to make an access road for the housing. No mention of who pays for it to be removed. 

3 FTC believe that the town owns the land around the Portwell Pump and therefore can give permission for the coffee house to have chairs and tables on it. Alan Hickmore thought that the licence payment to VWHDC would still need to be made. Another councillor said the jewellery shop had asked for the legal position re an A board on his land outside the shop. He was told that as it was his land it is OK. A letter is to be written to the Coffee shop requiring them to clean the are, particularly of cigarette ends, once a day. 

4 FTC will be writing to Martin Phillips re his idea about a music studio in the Pump House theatre. They don't appear to know what is going on (I think Martin has abandoned the idea - maybe he would confirm) 

5 FTC have formed a panel to deal with Hamish Millars complaint - though the councillors there didn't appear to understand the detail of the complaint 6 Som erepairs to the parapet of the Pump House has been made( costing £558). One councillor asked for more information- but no one knew! 

7 C Gaught v Faringdon Town Council. The Council has decided to defend the case 

8 Councillor Cox (VWHDC) and Councillor Heathcoat (OCC) did not attend, but submitted reports. These were predominantly lists of meetings attended, with a bit of description. The Council did not discuss them (but then I guess there was little substance to discuss (I fail to understand how this sort of report is worth doing. It should be focussed on achievements and relevant issues) 

9 FTC are investigating whether the land South of Park Road/Sands Hill Lane can be developed for housing. They're getting in touch with the landlord. 

10 FTC have agreed with OCCs proposal to change the traffic flow around the Town Hall(ie the service road direction) 

11 106 monies FTC Finance Committee will oversee 106 obligations. A Bank of Ireland account is to be opened to keep the money separate. FTC Planning Committeee will receive £15k for a parking survey 

12 Sovereign Housing Group have proposed to redevelop Ferngrove(bedsits for the elderly) as there appears to be little demand for this type of accommodation. FTC do not object but feel it should include accommodation for people with children and problems with parking in the area will need to be addressed. It seems there are 4 remaining elderly residents.(Seems to me that this is a better location for the elderly than for children) 

13 FTC and Jet(Joint Environmental Trust) will be spending about £3.5k on improvements to the Town Park 

14 FTC have rejected an offer by White Horse Bookshop to locate the Faringdon TIC in the shop premises, on the basis that it is not such a central position, and it would cost significant money to relocate. (Presumably they have considered any economies arising from joint working and longer opening hours) 

15 £1822 is to be spent on new Christmas lights, £1500 of which will come from the Faringdon Retailer group. 

16 It seems that Faringdon Dramatic society have indicated that the Pump House theatre and Club Room are unsuitable for their needs. They have agreed to work with FTC re a new theatre. (that is all that was said!!)

Gene Webb
