Faringdon Association of Residents


Founded 1978





President: Betty O'Brien


Chairman: Colin Desborough





Vice Chairman:  Clive Davis				Treasurer: Frank Roberts





Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 11th July 2005.





1	Apologies.	Apologies were received from Miss Kinnear, Mrs Bingham and WPC Kirsty Reed.


					Members were pleased to hear that Miss Kinear was continuing to make a good recovery 


back to full health.





2	Minutes of last meeting.	The minutes were accepted as a true record of the meeting held on 11th 


April 2005.





3	Police report.	No report was available.





4	General updates.


	Pump House.	It was reported that the refurbished 1st floor of the Pump House was now open as the 


new Faringdon Tourist Information Office and that the lift is operational to the first floor only. 


Members asked that the old TIC shop heading be removed as soon as possible as visitors do not read 


the small window notice giving the change of address. It is understood that the Faringdon Trust (who 


own the building), are unhappy with any external notices.


Ideas are being considered by Faringdon Town Council (FTC), to try to have a lift fitted internally from 


the 1st floor to the upper floor for when the upper floor is finally opened. 


	Yet another new business plan is currently being prepared by FTC as a lot of the available space for 


hiring that was available (and hence revenue for the Town), has now gone.


	The committee was asked to enquire about lack of notice about the lift facility.


	The consent from the Health Centre manager and GPs for the installation of the power line for the 


Breast Screening Clinic was finally given yesterday after 1½ years! It is now confirmed that the Clinic 


will once again be able to visit Faringdon and that the first visit will be later this year.


	It was reported that the newly sleeping policeman from the Chemist across to the Old Town Hall was 


beginning to break up.


Skate Park	A number of parents had formed a group, SK8, and were actively trying to get this project 


started after a couple of years of no result from FTC. The first priority is a proper site and this is 


currently being persued.





Parking	Trying to resolve this thorny Town problem has now been dropped as both the Vale and District 


councils have no interest and the District council requires a report from a professionally qualified author 


and there is still no guarantee that even then that it would be heeded.





5a	JET (Joint Environmental Trust) Report.	Clive reported that a grant has now been made for the 


restoration of very the old milestones around Faringdon.


	The plans to tarmac the entrance to Tucker Park and to install an archway are still going ahead.


	Funds have been made available for repair and resurfacing of the area around the Portwell Pump as it is 


widely used.


	There is to be a circle of paving around the statues in Folly Park together with 4 stone benches. The 


cost for this work is £28k of which the Countryside Commission is giving £27k and JET is giving 


£1000. There were numerous suggestions for better use of the money!


Members complained that the Park desperately needs weeding and that it presents a poor image from 


the bypass.
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5b	JEF (Joint Economic Forum) Report.	JEF is reviewing the signs at the entrance to Faringdon with 


the aim of improving them.


	JEF is also looking into the possibility of a monthly Saturday Farmer’s and general market.





6	Developments	Outline planning permission has been given for a further 9 houses to be built at the 


rear of the old Cottage Hospital. The developer is planning to raze No.18 Coxwell Road and have 


access directly onto the road. It was noted that at the planning meeting held in Faringdon earlier this year, the Vale categorically assured the Town that access directly onto Coxwell Road would always be denied.


	The 16 houses immediately next to this development will have access through to Elm Road cul-de-sac 


by razing 30 Elm Road. (Note. Our District Councillor living in the cul-de-sac did not object to this


development).


	The houses wanted by the Vale in Southampton Street, but objected to by the residents, will now go 


ahead!


	The construction of the new tennis courts at Steed’s Farm is believed to be in abeyance.


	There is an enforcement order on the Red Barn compound for returning the land to agricultural use and 


to put the access back to a single track.


	The large new barn on the southern exit road has to be removed by Christmas 2005.


	The scheme for 400 new houses on Folly Hill has been delayed as the inspector had received 371 


objections.





	FAP (Faringdon Area Project)	No details available on any FAP progress. It is hoped to have a 


member of FAP at the next meeting to explain their work.





7	Financial Report.	The Treasurer reported the following figures as at July 11th 2005:


		General Fund	£350.42				Project Fund	£387.06


The total balance stands at £737.48.


Petty cash held is £3.82





8	AOB		It was proposed that minutes and an agenda be circulated to all attending members and likely 


members at least 1 week before any meeting. It was hoped that this could be achieved in future.


	A member reported that the footpath from Gravel Walk (beside the Traffic Lights), to the estate at the 


rear needs clearing as it is now very overgrown.


	


Gravel Walk Trees	An enquiry was made as to who is responsible for their upkeep and weeding as 


work is needed.





	There was no further business and the meeting closed at 8.45pm.








NEXT MEETINGS				MONDAY 10th October		MONDAY 16th January 2006
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