RaW Stories Workshops

What is it?

The first stage of a three year national BBC adult literacy campaign to encourage people to “Read more and Write better” by making literacy issues edgy, mainstream and relevant.

What will happen?

The campaign will take place from October 2005 – 2008. The workshops will act as a pilot to the campaign and will take place in 11 regions. (London, Derby, Norfolk, Lincoln, Oxford, Cleveland, Stoke, Humberside, Solent, Lancashire, Gloucester)

What’s the point of the workshops? 

These are stand alone sessions of either 2 or 3 hours designed to inspire people to improve their everyday spoken word communication skills by focusing on how they use stories and getting across their side of the story in every day situations. 

e.g.

· Explaining why they’re finding it hard to get somewhere on time

· Talking to their child about their own childhood in order to help them get through a difficult time with their best friend.

“Helping people to find the words”

There will be no reading or writing as such. The focus will completely be on the use of speech. (language) 

There are 3 main points we’ll be trying to get across:

· What people use stories for; to explain, to share, to bond, to illustrate etc.

· Reinforcing confidence – they do all these things well with stories already!

· But everybody can learn how to use stories better.

The workshops will be offered on a stand alone basis. We want people to have a good time, learn some new skills and encourage them to feel a bit more confident about themselves. We hope they will compliment the existing work already being done across the county, as a free extra.

Nothing is wanted from these sessions for broadcast and they are not being promoted as a way into the BBC. 

Want to know more?

Want to book a session? (average of 6-12 per group is ideal)

Please contact Anna Fowler on 01865 242974 

or via email anna.fowler@homecall.co.uk

Info for organisers only – not to be told to participants : 

In Oxford the training team has been given the flexibility to offer people who’ve been through the workshops and feel they would like to share their stories on-air – the chance to work with us again on basic broadcast skills.
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