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Overview of Feedback from Public Consultation

12 and 13 January 2010

Exhibition attendees were asked for their feedback regarding the proposals on display.  Specifically, attendees were asked if they supported Tesco’s proposals for a new Tesco store in Faringdon.  Respondents were given three options: Yes, Yes with reservations (with the opportunity to detail their reservations) and No (with the opportunity to detail their reasons).  
Space was also provided on the feedback for attendees to make ‘any other comments’. 

Of the 355 people who attended the exhibition, 285 responses were completed.  Many people gave several reasons for their views.
	Q. Do you support our proposals for a new Tesco foodstore in Faringdon?

	Response
	Number of respondents
	Percentage (of 285 completed feedback forms)

	Yes
	131
	45.96%

	Yes with reservations
	  82
	28.77%

	No
	  69
	24.21%

	No comment/no answer given
	    3
	  1.05%


Over 74% expressed explicit or qualified support for the proposals while just over 24% of respondents did not support the Tesco scheme.  
1. Yes

Many of the 131 respondents who ticked the box stating that they would support a Tesco store in Faringdon provided additional comments.
	  Comments 
	No. 

	Welcome competition/more choice
	19

	Save travelling out of town for main food shop
	10

	Provide local jobs
	  8

	Request for a free bus service link to the town centre
	  7

	Should provide free delivery
	  6

	Town centre declining – would provide boost
	 5

	Need for good links to town centre/improved foot paths
	 5

	Tesco should work with local retailers
	 4

	Budgens too expensive/limited stock
	 2


2. Yes with reservations

The following table details main reasons given by the 82 people who supported the proposal but expressed reservations. 

	  Reservations 
	No. 

	Wanted reassurance that a new Tesco would not have a negative impact on town centre shops and that local businesses, such as butchers, cheese shop, should be protected/promoted
	46

	Need good/improved footpath links to town centre from the store
	17

	Concern re traffic on Park Road, access to store and houses opposite
	11

	Request for a free bus service link to the town centre
	 8

	Emphasis on local produce/suppliers
	 6

	Priority for local jobs
	 4

	Organic/Fairtrade produce
	 4

	Free parking in town
	 4

	Concerns re loss of jobs at existing site
	 3

	Need for cycle lane/facilities for cyclists
	 3

	Free delivery service
	 3 

	Need for more non-food items
	 2

	Only if developed at Park Road site
	 2


3. Opposed to proposals

Of the 69 people who said that they were opposed to development of a new Tesco store in Faringdon, many respondents gave more than one reason.  The main reasons listed are given below.
	Reasons 
	No. 

	Concerned of impact that a new Tesco store would have on town centre shops/local businesses
	54

	Improve/redevelop Budgens instead
	10

	Sufficient supermarkets in town or nearby already
	 9

	Concerned about traffic impact/traffic on Park Road
	 8

	Concerned about impact on Budgens
	 7

	Inadequate links to town centre/unpleasant footpaths
	 6

	Dislike Tesco
	 5

	Development should be in town centre only
	 4

	Concerns re loss of jobs/limited new jobs
	 4

	Store not big enough
	 2

	No need for new store
	 2

	Store too big
	2

	No non-food items
	 2

	Too far from town centre
	 2

	Not enough support for local farmers/suppliers
	 2
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