Welcome to our first FAP eNewsletter

June 2007

 

New Address

 

I gives me great pleasure in letting you all know that the Faringdon Area Project have now moved offices from Brunel House, Faringdon, to 1 London Street, Faringdon, (above the old C&G Building Society and the new African Children Charity Shop).   The new contact number for FAP is 01367 244607. This is an exciting move for us as we are now very central to Faringdon and we will be much more accessible, and visible to the town.

 

Information Point

 

In the next few months we are hoping to have an information point for volunteers and community groups installed at 1 London Street. We are currently in negotiations with OCVA (Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action) and have a grant application for funding from them pending.  If this application is accepted (we have been told that we have a very good chance!) we will have on line access to information about a whole host of funding sources which will be available for local groups to browse.  Access to the information point will be by appointment but there will be access in the evenings as well as during the day.

 

Health Check

 

FAP have been awarded a grant of £5,000 to revisit the Health Check. The initial check, carried out in 2002, is now very out of date and we need to find out what needs to do be done next to continue Faringdon’s wonderful growth and ensure that the town and it’s surrounds continue to be vibrant and thriving.  Much of this project will be carried out through close communication with the local community through a number of community engagement activities. We are currently looking for volunteers who would like to help with these activities. If you would like to find out more, or wish to get involved in the process, please let either of us know. Once again Faringdon is leading the way as no other Market Town has undertaken a revised check and we will be used, once again, as a blue print for further towns wishing to carry out similar projects.

 

Grants

 

We are very pleased to announce that we have just passed the second stage of our Reaching Communities lottery grant application. This is for a large amount of money and would enable us to continue for the next two years and provide a community office that could be utilised by volunteer groups in and around Faringdon.  The application process has been almost a year with the result due at the end of July.  Although there is only a 21% chance of us achieving the award we remain hopeful, thousands of others fall at the first stage so, as we see it, so far so good!  

 

Festivals

 

FAP continues to support a number of organisations through the provision of insurance cover. We are insuring Party in the Park, which will be held on 30 June at Tucker’s Park, Faringdon, and the Faringdon Arts Festival on the weekend of the 6, 7 and 8 July 2007. These are great events in the town, put together by the hard work and dedication of a number of local volunteers.  FAP are delighted to be able to support these events and would urge anyone who is in the town on those days to take part in the festivities!  We hope to continue supporting many more of these events in the future.

 

Annual Report

 

If you would like a copy of our recent Annual Report, please contact us and we would be delighted to email a copy to you.

 

FAP Website

 

As you may already know, FAP have had a website for a number of months now.  Unfortunately we are not very happy with the standard of the site and would request that anyone with some website knowledge (particulary html!) who would be prepared to help us out, please contact us. We very much feel that we would like our website to be a valuable tool for local people with up to date reports on Faringdon’s development and progress but with our limited technical knowledge we are struggling to achieve this at the moment!

 

FAP Membership

 

If you have received this letter and are not a member of FAP but would like to be please pop in and see us on Monday or Friday mornings at London Street (or other times by appointment on 01367 44607) and sign a membership form. Membership is free and allows you to be kept in touch with FAP’s activities in the town, there is no obligation to take part in any of our projects though obviously we love to have members who are keen to get involved.

 

If by any chance you have received this email against your wishes please accept our apologies. Unfortunately during the office move on Friday we lost the hard drive of the computer that stored our FAP database and have had to revert to an old copy. We have updated it to the best of our knowledge but may have missed one or two changes. Do let us know if you wish to be removed from our email list (or added if you have had this forwarded to you by a current member!)

 

Best wishes

 

Julie and Anna

Faringdon Area Project

