London St works

Information from Judith Heathcoat 1111/04

I spoke this morning to officers at the County Council complaining that I had not received a notification of closure order for the proposed works by South Electric Power in London St, Church St and Swan Lane.  I was advised that at the moment Utilities and that obviously includes SEP have a right to carry out work which OCC cannot prevent.  OCC can only control and minimize the adverse effects caused by any work.  The Utilities have a statutory right to undertake any works.  New legislation is expected to be activated in 2005 which will give the OCC the power to direct when the work can take place but they do not have the power now, they have to rely on persuasion.

I then spoke to the officer who would have controlled the project, a Mr Eric Batts who advised that the work would have been done in 3 stages, first Church Street up to Coach Lane and to the corner of Swan Lane for 2 weeks, 2nd phase would be closure of Swan Lane for 4-5 days, and then London Street with traffic lights so there would be traffic movement - this work for another 2 weeks approximately.  

I then thirdly spoke to Dale King of South Electric Power, and our conversation was lengthy, heated and informative.  First of all they have conceded that the work will NOT now go ahead in the above format.  Church St work and Swan Lane work will take place BUT Swan Lane will not be closed, neither will Church St, will be traffic lights.  

The work being carried out was to have been two fold.  To, supply the McCarthy & Stone development with electricity, and to refurbish the high volt 11,000 volt system in Faringdon to make it more secure.  At the moment the cabling is the original cabling that went in when electricity was first supplied to the town.  It is a "wet stream" system and the size is totally inadequate for the town and its needs, especially with all the extra house building that has taken place.  South Electric Power were going to upgrade the whole system for the benefit of everyone who lives in the town, and were taking the opportunity to do the work all at the same time as giving McCarthy & Stone a supply.

HOWEVER, they would not have been able to disturb the new build in the Market Place, so cabling would have been run down London Street but would not have been connected!  They are not allowed to touch the new road developments for 12 months.  So, the electrical up grade does still have to be done, but will NOT now take place until the early part of next summer!

I hope that is good news for everyone, please do not hesitate to come back to me.  Judith Heathcoat (C/Cllr. Faringdon Division)
