Folly Park Community Project

Minutes of meeting on Thursday 8th September 2005

Present: Sheila Ebbage, Sheila Donavan, Joan Hurst, Alison Thomson (District councillor), Ann Berkley (Vale District Council), Julie Farmer (Faringdon Area Project), Anna Marlow (Faringdon Area Project), Katrina Pengelley (BTCV), Liz Child (BTCV).

This meeting was about recording and prioritizing the suggestions that were put on the model at the consultation event, in order to develop an action plan:

We recorded all the suggestions on the model, grouping them into categories and recording the area of the park they applied to. 

We then divided them into NOW, SOON, and LATER, according to the priority which people felt the action should have.  Suggestions which were believed to be unrealistic or inappropriate were discarded.

Actions that were rejected as unrealistic or inappropriate:

· Playground – it was felt that the site should stay as natural as possible and it is also the council policy to keep it as a rural site.

· Giant chess – there is no possible way of storing the equipment at nighttime.  Very good idea, but it would be more appropriate in the town.

· Solar lights along paths – would be removed or damaged easily.

· Path for the disabled – the gradient of the land in some parts is too steep plus there is already access around the pond area. 

· Protection of young trees – is already done.

· Solar fountain – not really suitable for the pond and it would get stolen.

· Safety fence – not really suitable for the pond and would prevent fishing and pond dipping. 

· Boats on the pond – the pond is too small. 

· Aerial rope walk – there is not a suitable location.

· Bee hives – not suitable for a public park, could be a safety issue.

· Fitness trail – the park was thought to be too small.

· Access for bikes/bike trail – the park was thought to be too small and unsuitable.

· Giant fair trade symbol in spring flowers – wouldn’t be seen from the ground. 

· Moving the stone pile – unnecessary. 

· Toilets – there are already toilets close by (at the garage).

The remaining actions, now sorted as to the level of priority they should receive (now, soon or later) were then sorted in terms of the length of time it would take to complete each one.  They were sorted into groups of SHORT, MEDIUM and LONG term projects.  The results can be seen below.  The numbers next to the actions show the number of people who suggested that action. 

	
	Now
	Soon
	Later

	Short term
	
	· Wildflower meadow (2)

· Planting for wildlife/plant trees (5) 
	

	Medium term
	· Provide more  litter bins (6)

· Path       maintenance (1)

· Involve   the community (4)

· Clean up (1)

· Sign about   dogs on leads (1)

· Doggy bins (4)

· Nature/fossil trail (3)

· New picnic area (1)

· Improve signage (6)
	· Dipping Platform (7)


	

	Long term
	· Record wildlife(4)

· Board walk where the boggy area is (1)


	· Nature reserve (1)

· Bird Hide (3)
	· Sculpture Trail (1)

· Improve access road (6)

· Trees to hide housing (1)


The next meeting will take place on Thursday, 13th Oct, 7-9pm at the town hall. We will discuss how we can put these suggestions into practice and will start planning our first task!

