Friends of Folly Park

Notes of meeting 11th May 2006

Present: Margaret Broadberry(MB), Sheila Donavon(SD), Sheila Ebbage(SEb) , Susan Erskine(SE), George Field(GF), Joan Hurst(JH), Ian Matten(IM)- Parks Manager DC,  Katrina Pengelley(KP)-

BTCV, Alun Watkins(AW), Alison Thompson(AT) - District Councillor.

Apologies: Louise Williams (LW)

	
	Action

	Minutes of last meeting

2. Matters arising

2.3  IM has enquired re dog bin but not possible. There appears to be a quota for

       Faringdon.

2.4 Tree officer has been consulted. IM has agreed to try to meet with FB 

      (Forestry Commission) to clarify which trees need attention

2.5 AW has attended to the gorse plants which appear to have been targeted by

      rabbits. 

2.6 Survey appears to be taking place.

IM stated that he should be the liaison between ML and FOFP and will speak to ML re this matter

There was some discussion re the facilities that might be put in the top field. AT stated that it is almost certain that the Cricket pitch would be in the top field as this is a condition of having the present cricket field. The location of the skate board is still under discussion

        KP to contact FB re location of orchids with a view to moving them. 

2.7. AW has not been able to carry out bird survey. KP has found information

       about surveying nest boxes. It involves use of ladder to look in the boxes at 

       regular intervals

3. Easter Quiz  

19 families took part in the quiz. The winners were given Easter eggs and a certificate. 3 of the children have had their photo taken by AW. The children’s feelings about the park are being recorded as they are quite interesting.   

JH and SEb. will write a report for the Folly.

      MB will contact Genie Webb (Faringdon  Website)  and write to Faringdon   

      Motorparts who sponsored the quiz   

4.Awards

     Awards for All have awarded  £5000 on understanding that tasks for which 

 money was awarded are undertaken within the next year. These include BTCV

       time, training, publicity and meeting room hire, contribution towards materials. 

    Faringdon Town Council consider that as the park is managed by the District 

       Council that it is more appropriate to apply to them for funding.

       KP has information re other grants, eg B & Q support local projects. AW will

      contact the Swindon branch re an application form.

5. Action programme 2006/7

      The programme was discussed re priorities

a)  Moving orchids  planned for 20th May 10.00-12.00hours

           b)  Wild flower walk   10th June 10.00-12md with SE Public invitation.

                          MB to make posters to be put in park

                          KP has flower charts 

           c)  Wild flower walk for children  during environment week at Junior School.

      SE will contact the school to arrange this for 26th or 28th June

            d)  Fun day  22nd July

            e)   Dipping platform will need funding. Discuss with angling club as more

                 fishing platforms planned

            f)  The wild flower meadow was discussed . SE feels that this would need to

    be planned carefully and would be a large undertaking. This led on to the

    planning of  b and c above

            g)  Board walk: Materials will be paid for by Awards for All grant. Autumn task

            h)  Tree felling , scrub management – autumn tasks

6. Training

          As there is now money for training KP is suggesting that we have  bespoke

          courses  in Faringdon

         Courses cost £450 for 1 day

         Can have certification if needed

         Without certification courses can be more flexible e.g.  1 day tool use and

          Maintenance. Or Risk assessment and leadership.

          This would still leave money for individuals to undertake training such as First 

          Aid and ecological courses

         KP. 3rd June  Whole day (free course, and travel expenses can be claimed back) Wild flower identification Woodcote

        10.00 – 16.00hours. If anyone would like to attend please let Katrina know.

7. AOB
        SE has the name of someone who would undertake a butterfly and dragonfly

       Survey, she will contact him

      IM: The picnic table is going to be constructed at the bottom of the daisy field

       where the bench is placed at the moment

       MEB asked IM if a barbeque could be put near the pond. Recently one of the

       picnic tables has been burnt by ( presumed) use of a disposable barbeque. In the same period there was another bonfire lit on the grass.  IM will investigate the possibility

       Seb suggested making an illustrated booklet re the flowers in the park. After 

       discussion it was decided that it could be a future project.

Date and time of next meeting: 15th June 2006, 7-9pm at Old Town Hall.

Any agenda items to Katrina please.
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