Folly Park Community Project

Minutes of Meeting on Thursday 13th October

Present: Katrina Pengelley (BTCV), Ann Berkley (Vale Distict Council), Ken Bosley, Margaret Broadberry, Louise Williams, Shelia Ebbage, Joan Hurst, Liz Child (BTCV)

1. 7-7.30pm – Park It
Katrina put forward the idea of applying for the ‘Park It’ award and explained the criteria needed to meet the entry requirements.  Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and Green Space, who are a charity dedicated to improving parks, the ‘Park It’ award will give community groups a chance to win funding to improve their local parks and organise a community event.  The aim of the award is to increase awareness, access, community spirit and the increased use of parks.  However, the entry requirements stated that there must be some kind of heritage aspect included in the project, so the site must be of some historical interest.  Also the kind of events they were expecting were of a very large scale, perhaps too big for the park! The idea was therefore rejected by the group but it was decided that Katrina would contact the organisation just to see if it was still worth applying. 

2. 7.30-8.30pm – How can we achieve our goals?

At the last meeting the suggestions for action were prioritised according to the timescale in which they could be achieved.  Following on from this, the suggestions were then grouped according to the kind of help and funding which the group needs in order to achieve its goal.  

There were 6 categories under which the suggestions were placed – 

1. We can do it on our own

2. We can do it on our own with  a little money

3. We can do it with a little money and expert advice

4. We can do it in partnership

5. Who else can help?

6. We can’t do this, tell the local council

The results are summarised in the table below.


We can do it on our own
On our own with a little money
With a little money and expert advice
We can do it in partnership
Who else can help?
We can’t do it, tell the council

Now
Planting for wildlife. 

New picnic area.

Boardwalk.
Clean up event.
Nature Trail.
Improve signage.

Litter and doggy bins.

Path maintenance.



Soon

Wildflower meadow.
Record wildlife.

Dipping platform.

Bird hide.




Later





Improve access road.  

3. Additional Comments – 

Environmental survey (Recording Wildlife) – We could get outside help but the group are willing to learn the skills needed to do this. Its priority was also changed from now to soon.  

Nature Trail – There would need to be an assessment first of all to determine what kinds of plants and animals can be found at the site (environmental survey).  We could also try and draw on the skills already present in the group or of other members of the community.  For example Susan Erskine or Katrina could help with plant ID, Andrew Woods with bird ID and Fraser Bradbury with tree ID.  

A leaflet or guide could be created with the nature trail and what you could expect to find.  This could be distributed to schools or left in prominent pubic places such as the library or visitor centre.  

Involving the community – It was decided that future events would be held at the park, such as fun days, which would involve the local community.  The nature trail is also another way of encouraging community use of the park.  We will also advertise for volunteers to help carry out tasks such as the boardwalk, clean up events etc.

Planting for wildlife/Trees (possibly a first task)– Some of the tree planting that originally took place on the east side has failed and so there are gaps that need to be filled in.  We would need to check with the Vale DC Parks Manager to get the go-ahead.  The Woodland Trust may also be consulted.  Katrina could lead a day of tree planting which could take place in the near future.  Alternately, gorse planting could take place to enhance the gorse which already exists on the site.  This is suggested in the ecology report for the park, drawn up by Graham Hawker (a copy of the plan is being circulated by Ann Berkley).  

Hawker’s plan also suggests that to thin some of the existing trees in the central section of the park would be beneficial as the rows are too tight.  It was put forward that Fraser Bradbury could be consulted.  

4. 8.30-9pm – The first task and date of the next meeting

It was concluded that the first task should be a site visit with the group.   It could then be decided what sort of planting could take place and where.  The date for the site visit is Saturday 5th November, meeting at 2.30pm next to the pond at Folly Park.  It would be great if everyone could come down. Tea and cakes will be provided.  

The date of the next meeting to discuss the decisions made will take place on Monday 7th November 7-9pm at the old Town Hall.

Finally, what does everyone think is an appropriate name for the group? We will decide at the next meeting.  

Hope to see you this weekend.

Liz Child

BTCV

