Folly Park Community Project

Minutes of Meeting on Monday 5th December

Present:  Katrina Pengelley (BTCV), Sheila Ebbage, Joan Hurst, Sheila Donovan, Louise Williams, Susan Erskine, Ian Matten, Alison Thompson, Liz Child (BTCV).

The meeting began by introducing Ian Matten, Parks manager for the District Council, who will now be regularly involved with meetings and events.

1. Naming the group:

It was agreed that the group would continue to be known as ‘Friends of Folly Park’.

2. Making a mission statement:  

Having put forward some ideas for the mission statement in a previous session, these were then summarised and put together in an example statement.  The group was happy with the statement and agreed that it met all their aims.  It was suggested that it was important to mention that the group is not solely responsible for the land (this is the role of the District Council, mentioned in the constitution).  The final Statement was:

“We want to improve, protect and assist in the management of Folly Park in a way which increases the park’s value as a habitat for wildlife and encourages the involvement of the community and wider public.  This will help to increase public awareness of the park’s amenities and importance as a natural environment.”

3.  Reviewing the constitution:

The constitution drawn up in a previous meeting was now reviewed to ensure that all the members of the group agreed with the content.  The new and improved version can be seen on the final pages.

4. Funding for next year:

BTCV has funding to support the group until March next year, but after that additional funding will need to be found so the BTCV can continue to support the group.  We are currently applying for ‘Awards For All’, a scheme run by the National Lottery.  The process will take a couple of months to complete.  Other funding sources are also being investigated which we could discuss at the next meeting.  

5. Future tasks:

The construction of the boardwalk will take place on Saturday 14th January.  The idea is that it will make the mown pathway behind the wooded area more accessible in wet and muddy conditions.  It was decided that the length to be constructed at this stage was around 3-4m, but that further sections could be added at a later stage, if needed.  BTCV will provide all tools and safety equipment needed on the day.  The group will provide hot drinks and cakes.  

After the site visit it was obvious that the tree-felling task would be too big for the group to carry out with hand tools.  However, the felling of the trees will go ahead, with Ian Matten (DC), possibly consulting Fraser Bradbury (Forestry Commission), and arranging for the work to be done. 

6. Dates

Boardwalk task – Saturday 14th January 10am – 2pm meeting in the car park.

Refreshments are being provided by members of the group.

Next meeting - Wednesday 25th January 7-9pm at the Old Town Hall

