Great Barn

Great Coxwell
Often referred to, perhaps erroneously, as a ‘title barn’, the Great Coxwell barn formed part of a monastic grange or farm that provided income (probably from 100% of the farm crops, rather than10% tithe) to the Cistercian order at Beaulieu Abbey in the New Forest, previously sited in the royal manor of Faringdon- a gift from King John in 1203.

Built in the early years of the 14th century, Coxwell’s great barn is the one surviving example of five barns that once served the manor of Faringdon. Buried remains of a further two barns have been found to the north of Faringdon at what is thought to be the lost village of Wyke, centre of the manor. These barns were the warehouses of the middle ages, storing vast quantities of food.

The Great Coxwell barn is built of Cotswold stone with a Stonesfield slate roof (replaced in 1961/62). The two original doors of the barn were located in the west and east walls; the gable-end doors were added in 18th century to ease access for larger farm wagons. The west door once housed an upper room for the  ‘granger’ who would have kept a careful record of produce entering and leaving the barn. The east door has a dovecote above.

An interesting feature of the building is the number of square ‘putlog’ holes that penetrate the full width of the walls. These would have supported horizontal scaffolding timbers during the construction of the barn. The holes were left unfilled after construction, probably to aid aeration of the contents.

Whilst the external aspect of the barn is truly impressive, it is the internal wooden roof supporting structure that is breath taking in its scale and construction. Note the intricacy of the design, jointing techniques, and the precision carpentry involved in creating such a heavy load-bearing structure.

On entering the barn; ones eyes are immediately drawn to the twelve ‘kingposts’ that stand on stone plinths and rise to the roof at half-pitch height. Here they are mortised and pegged to cross beams that, in turn, carry the horizontal roof plates, or purlins, that support the rafters.

These kingposts create aisles that are cathedral-like in their visual impact. -the view down the length of the building to the light thrown by the gable-end door is truly inspiring- like some Gothic film set!

The barn looks somewhat lost in it’s present day setting. Surrounded by carefully tended lawns and an attractive, bush-lined pond, one can only imagine the bustling farmyard, mill and local industries that would have been served by the great barn during it’s working life.
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