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Faringdon First Responders have had a quiet month attending seven calls since the last time of writing.

For those who are not familiar with the First Responder Scheme, this is what it’s all about:

The First Responder scheme in Oxfordshire is made up of groups of volunteers from the community who have been trained to attend emergency calls received by Oxfordshire Ambulance Trust. First Responders only attend life threatening calls and will provide vital care and first aid to a casualty until the emergency ambulance arrives.

Oxfordshire Ambulance Trust believes that First Responders trained in appropriate life saving techniques can significantly increase the chance of survival. As well as attending to patients who have had a heart attack there are other instances, such as an unconscious patient or a patient with severe bleeding, where early intervention by a First Responder would be of significant benefit to the casualty.In all cases of life threatening conditions the first ten minutes is the most critical time. Chances of survival and the prevention of deterioration are improved if prompt and appropriate action is taken in the first few minutes. Therefore a key element in the success of the First Responder scheme is the ability of our First Responders to arrive at the scene of an emergency within 8 minutes of the call.
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