Faringdon Community First Responders November 2007

Responder Call

Over the past month we have attended 16 calls in and around Faringdon. 

The types of calls we generally called to are to people suffering with chest pain, breathing difficulties, epilepsy and diabetes amongst other complaints. When we come to your house an ambulance is ALWAYS on its way to you, and you can be reassured that we never come instead of an ambulance, but we can almost always get to you quicker than the ambulance (because we live locally) and start the process of any treatment needed until the crew arrive.

We work on a voluntary basis and since we have been operating in Faringdon, we have received very generous donations by various organisations and individuals for which we have been extremely grateful and without which we would not be able to operate. The method by which we are contacted by Ambulance Control has recently changed, we used to be alerted to calls by telephone or a pager system but we have recently been given new mobile telephones by Oxford Ambulance Service and are generally alerted by text message, at any time of the day or night. Most of the time we manage to keep the rota covered 24 hours a day.

If you find yourself in a situation where you are waiting for an ambulance….and we know this will be the last thing on your mind…but anything you can do to make your house more noticeable, especially at night time is very helpful and can save precious seconds or even minutes. Things like putting on an outside light, opening the front door, drawing back the curtains, or waiting outside the house are all things which will help us to find you more quickly.

 Enquiries to Gof Smith 07799880091

