Faringdon Twinning Association
News Letter
August 2009
Dear Friends,
                                It has been another successful year for our twinning thanks to our members who have hosted or joined  in one of our activities. We are planning to have a full programme for you for this next year and hope that many of you will join us to celebrate the  20th Anniversary of our twinning with LeMele.
Previous Years Activities and Events
Mark of Respect
Last December we lost a very good friend of the twinning Association in Clive Davis. He was an active member and instigator of the grant application that has made many of our activities this year possible. We will truly miss him.
French Breakfast September 2008 and March 2009
During the French market it is a tradition that we raise our profile a little by hosting a drop-in type function in the Old Town Hall. 
Craft Fair October 2008 and February 2009 
The Craft Fair in October was a vibrant and enjoyable event; activity in March was quieter,but.both occasions,for which we served  tea, coffee  and the  snacks  were successful fund- raising activities and helped  raise our profile.
Quiz Night February 2009
This event had been postponed form the previous November due to a clash with  another charity event . It turned out to be a very successful evening with many people supporting it, and coping with the challenging questions set by David and Katrina. 
Trip to Le Mele Sur Sarthe October 2008
              A word from our Chairman Tim Evans
“For me, this was a highlight for last year as I took my grandson Dylan and his pal Christopher. We stayed with the Famille Tassy, Frederick, Florence and their daughter Emmanuel. We had a most enjoyable week-end, not only because we were welcomed with such enthusiasm but it was the first time Dylan and Christopher had visited a non English speaking country. I’m sure it will be an experience that stays with them as vividly as it did with me.”
Whilst at Le Mele, the two committees met and discussed the forthcoming year. It was a meeting that produced many suggestions and paved the way to making the youth visit of last week enjoyable and successful.
                            
Exchange Visits
In July this year French youngsters visited Faringdon. Our thanks go to Carolyn Murphy for the planning, arranging, hard work and worry that went into a very successful visit. A group of 13 people visited from Le Mele Sur Sarthe, 11 youngsters and two leaders. It was the first time that the Twinning Association had made a successful grant application to our Faringdon Town Council. The grant was made to promote the Twinning  activities for the youth of the Town. To this end the Barn Dance was subsidised  giving free entrance to the French guest, their hosts and families. We had a very enjoyable evening. We  would like to thank all those people who helped , the Faringdon Town Council and in particular Lesley Owens-the venue Caretaker for a very successful event
                                        r
The grant has also been used to subsidise activities for a group of young Faringdon people who went on the return visit to Le Mele in July, including the sponsorship of two leaders and visits to the memorials in Normandy.
As we write, one of our members is hosting an Au Paire from Le Mele for three weeks.
Proposed Activities for this coming year.
Visit from Le Mele
We are looking forward to a visit from our friends in Le Mele next October. They will arrive on Thursday 29th and depart on Sunday 1st November.  We will have a full programme planned for them including a day out in Salisbury.
20th Anniversary Celebrations.
Next Year is our 20th anniversary of being twinned with Le Mele sur Sarthe. Two visits are planned next May. The first will be made by people from Le Mele to Faringdon and the second at the beginning of June(3rd-6th)  by Faringdonians making a reciprocal Journey. A group is planning to cycle from Faringdon to Le Mele. They plan to take several days and will have support enroute. There will be more information about these events  in our next news letter in February.
French Breakfast
The French  Market is expected on the 6th September and we hope to have our cafe in the Old Town Hall as usual. Any help would be gratefully received as this is our way of advertising the twinning. Your experiences with the twinning could well influence people who are unsure about our activities.
Other plans for 2010
               We are planning to have another Quiz night in February and our programme of youth  will continue as this year.
Subscriptions
Just to remind you that subscriptions for next year are now due. £5 per adult or £10 per family. If you have not already done so could you please send your subscription, along with the completed form to John Campbell in the post paid envelope.

If you would like further information or have any questions about our twinning please contact Jeanie on Faringdon 240374 or ask any committee member.
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