





Mr Hamish Wood.







19th July 2004.

To The Faringdon Folly.

I read, with great interest, your headlines in the July issue 181. I was present at the informal meeting at the Faringdon sewage plant. After the meeting I spent some time finding out just how far this ‘proposed’ expansion of operations has gone. The facts are as follow:


Thames Water has used a general development order, this means that the normal planning, and consultation process is not required. Permission has effectively been given at government level. There is a provision for Oxfordshire County Council to apply to withdraw this order. The planning department at OCC said that even the transport routeing, was at the discretion of Thames Water. The OCC have no power to force which transport routes are used.


Thames Water will use lorries to bring 15000m/3 of sewage crust from Abingdon, Witney, and Wantage into the Faringdon plant for processing. This process involves mixing the sewage crust with lime. This mix will then be stored in an open storage area of approximately 4000 m/3, until it is removed from site by sealed tanker lorries. Transport movements in, and out, of the site access on the Lechlade Road, will total approximately 60 per week. This is over and above the traffic that already uses this access. These large lorries, and tankers will travel along Park Road, down Gravel Walk, and out of Faringdon on the Lechlade Road , passing both the infant, and junior school’s. This will put a further load on a busy, and dangerous road. With a small track as access to the works, lorries may be forced to wait on the bend to allow other vehicles to exit the site! 


The process that Thames Water will be using falls, at present, under the watchful eye of the Environmental Agency. However changes in legalisation could mean that from January 2005, the Faringdon site will be given ‘exemption status’. This means that Thames Water will not be   required to have a licence for this operation.   


We were shown plans of the existing, and projected ‘odour footprint’ for the site. However we were unable to take a copy of these plans, as they, quote: ‘formed part of a much larger document that was only in draft form’. The plan that we did see showed a slight increase in ‘projected odour’ to the West, but a marked increase in the area to the North East of the site. This projection was based on wind direction, and speed over 173 days. Who knows which days were used, we may learn more if Thames Water will allow us to have a copy of this report. It was noted that residential properties within 500m of the site were not shown on the plan. In fact the plan had been set out to show no residential properties at all!   


Work on this site is scheduled to start in January 2005, with completion in May 2005. This proposed development is bad news for Faringdon, and the people who live here. There are other ways to treat this sewage crust, but sadly Thames Water say that this process is the most cost effective. Do Thames Waters own words ‘thinking differently, partnering communities, improving lives’ actually mean anything?


In order to fight this development, Faringdon will need the support of The Town Council, The Vale of The White Horse District Council, and Oxfordshire County Council.

 This will be a hard battle, but one worth fighting.

Please feel free to contact me on the numbers shown, and I thank you for you time.



Regards,










HAMISH WOOD. 

