Thames Water Sewage Treatment Works
Information from Judith Heathcoat

31/8/04

1) Oxfordshire County Council is simply consultees - TW do not have to consult OCC as Planning Permission is deemed according to an Act of Parliament.  Therefore OCC have no powers.  It won't come before OCC Planning Committee for determination

2) There may be three ways that we could go on this to perhaps persuade TW that they do not wish to further the present project.  However, time is not on our side, as work is due to commence in the New Year.  
       a) if TW were prepared to be open about the financial/economic side of the project, and if marginal we could chip away at this.  However, if we become too adversarial we could push TW forward to commence the project.
       b) I am going to contact Robert Jackson again to see if he has any contacts in "high" places that could be influenced - warning of the bad PR that would result if they were to further their plans and whether the damage this would do would be "sensible".  TW have some much bigger projects in the area and would not want to alienate too many people.
       c) We can push the environmental issues - smell, pollution, etc. However, the granting of the licence by the Environmental Agency is felt to be a formality.

3) Peter Clark (OCC member of staff) would advise on expert advisors for you, but Chris Cousins suggested Robin Buxton, a Barrister and specialist on Environmental issues, but he will be expensive.  Perhaps you could come back to me on this point.

4) The hours of work would appear to be the norm, in the minerals and waste structure plan the OCC have hours of work of 7-6 Mon-Fri, and 7-1 on a Saturday

4) Rob Dance and Joanna Freyther are the officers who will be handling the case from now onwards.

5) If you were wanting to get publicity then a suggestion would be not only Bill Hiner on BBC Radio Oxford but, also Reg Little of the Oxford Times who writes articles in the "weekend" section of the paper.  Perhaps he could do an article.

So in summation I believe you need to decide how you wish to take your campaign forward.    Do come back to me.  I am now going to write to Robert Jackson.

Judith Heathcoat (C/Cllr. Faringdon Division)
