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10 May 2009
Discover the rural treats on Faringdon’s doorstep
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	Ted, Freddie and Annabel Allen-Stevens get ready for Open Farm Sunday. For a selection of hi-res photos, go to http://www.wickleshamlodge.com/piclib.ofs.html 


When: Sunday 7 June 

Where: Wicklesham Lodge Farm, Faringdon, Oxon, SN7 7PN

Opening Time: From 11:00 – 3:00pm

On Sunday 7 June 2009, Wicklesham Lodge and Farm near Faringdon will be opening up to the public for Open Farm Sunday 2009. The day offers visitors a unique opportunity to see and taste the countryside, and discover what lies beyond the farm gate.
“We’d like people to come along and find out a little bit more about the countryside that lies on their doorstep,” says Tom Allen-Stevens, who farms at Wicklesham. “From where your food comes from, to the nature that thrives in the undergrowth, there’s a lot going on at Wicklesham that we’re keen to share.”
Highlights of the day will include farm walks – an opportunity to gain a real insight into the farm’s natural secrets – while there’ll be a chance to take the driving seat of tractors old and new, including a mighty Claas combine harvester. Foodies will be drawn to local delights roasting on the barbecue and other home-grown and local tastes, while there are prizes for children who can crack the Wicklesham nature code. Or you can bring your own picnic, spread out and enjoy exceptional views of some of Oxfordshire’s finest countryside.
Open Farm Sunday is a national event, organised by LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming), with around 400 farms around the UK opening up to their local communities. “We know there are a lot of local people who enjoy a walk through Wicklesham. We’re proud of what we’ve achieved here, and are keen to show how we produce wholesome food, a thriving environment and a vibrant community, within the wider context of Faringdon. And we think there are real opportunities to do more – Faringdon is on the cusp of exciting times,” continues Tom.
Entrance is free, with gates open at 11:00am and farm walks every hour from 11:30. The gardens will be open, including the kitchen garden and pond, eggs from the chickens of Bluebell Wood will be available and afternoon teas will be served up. Dogs are also welcome (just so long as they’re under control!) and visitors are welcome to bring a picnic.
For more information visit www.farmsunday.org or www.wickleshamlodge.com.
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Notes to editors:

1. To arrange an interview with Tom Allen-Stevens or to find out more about what will be happening at Wicklesham Lodge Farm, call 07771 518475 or email tom@wickleshamlodge.com
2. A number of high resolution pictures are available for publication – www.wickleshamlodge.com/piclib.ofs.html
3. LEAF (Linking Environment and Farming) is a national charity that helps farmers produce good quality food with care for the environment, whilst working with their local community. www.leafuk.org
4. The forth annual Open Farm Sunday on 7 June provides the opportunity for the public to get a behind-the-scenes look at life on a farm and the nature it sustains.  Oranised by LEAF and hundreds of farmers, typical on-farm activities include nature trails, talks, tastings and demonstrations

5. Principle sponsors of Open Farm Sunday 2009 are: Defra, Natural England, Waitrose, Regatta, Frontier, HGCA, Claas, National Grid, Scottish Natural Heritage, Warburtons and LEAF marquee
6. For more information, call LEAF on 02476 413911 or Naomi Barry at the Open Farm Sunday press office –  01189 475956, naomi.barry@ceres-pr.co.uk
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