Faringdon Association of Residents


President: Betty O'Brien


Chairman: Colin Desborough





Vice Chairman:  Clive Davis				Treasurer: Frank Roberts





Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 11th October 2004.





	11 people were present. 


	Matthew Barber (MB), who is both a District and Town Councillor, was welcomed.





1	Apologies.


Apologies were received from Mrs Green and Miss Kinnear.





2	Minutes of last meeting.


The members accepted the minutes as a true record of the meeting held on 12th July 2004 without amendment.





3	Police report.


No report was available.





4	Market Place Report


	The question of ownership of parts of the Market Place and whether the owner was asked to contribute to the modifications was raised at the previous FAR meeting and a letter on this and the other points raised had been sent to Alison Thomson (District Councillor) but no reply had yet been received.


Traffic calming and parking in Coxwell Road and other places. No progress was reported from the Traffic Advisory Committee. Members had complained of vehicle speeds in Coxwell Road but no action was planned at present.


It was confirmed that the Market Place modifications had allowed 2-way traffic in what was the narrow bus route beside the Old Town Hall but MB reported that it will be converted back to 1 way some time in the future.


MB was asked about traffic lights in Cornmarket. He personally thought that they were not necessary but he did think that far better signage was urgently needed in Faringdon.


MB reported that the Faringdon Area Project, FAP, (formerly the Faringdon Health check), has a Constitution formally approved by FTC. Members thus assumed that this was another FTC sub committee. Gene Webb noted that the first meeting of the FAP was on November 25th at Sudbury House and was intended to raise Residents interest and, hopefully, support. A lot of advertising for this event is to be started immediately. It was reported that some 13 projects for Faringdon seemed to be eligible for Lottery money.


Swan Lane development. The developers, McCarthy and Stone had been given planning permission for 53 apartments and 11 “affordable” houses and retrospective permission for work already done without permission. The Vale reasoning being that it is expensive to try and make large companies “toe the line”!! MB is to put a motion to the Vale to improve the derisible parking allocation.


Folly Hill extra development. 400 new houses are proposed and MB said that he supported a small increase but not this number. Residents felt that they were not consulted. MB reported that FTC did do a survey but did it badly. FTC must try and learn by their mistakes and not keep repeating them.


The meaning of “affordable” houses is those with say 50/50 ownership and includes some social houses.


“Social” houses are the new version of the old style “council” houses.


Red Barn. Legal action is continuing to enforce the complete removal of the highly visible building at the entrance to Faringdon.


Pump House. It was asked again if the building could just be repaired as required by the owner and handed back as it will cost the ratepayers of Faringdon a lot of on going money. It was reported that FTC had taken out a £150k loan “to repair and refurbish the building only” and had said that it was not permitted to hand it back. It was felt that this was misleading and a decision on whether to try and hand the building back has been deferred until the November FTC meeting. A Public Survey has been asked for if FTC decide to ignore the wishes of the vast majority of Residents.


Some problems of the Market Place modifications raised by FAR members:


Parked cars frequently blocked the pedestrian crossing outside of the Post Office,


Some of the double yellow lines were still without their correct yellow line terminations,


The new pavements were looking dirty in many places and members asked what was the procedure for cleaning,


Has the ownership of parts of the Market Place, particularly between the Faringdon Hotel and London Street, changed 


There was no further information on the proposed traffic calming schemes for Coxwell Road.





5	Town Councillor Q and A.


	Matthew Barber had already answered most of the concerns of the meeting.
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A member asked why the Vale DC is going to charge for more than 3 bags of soil or garden refuse. MB said that he also thought this nonsense to charge residents who already pay their Council Tax. It also encourages “fly tipping”.


Some of the money for the Market Place modifications will come from the Swan Lane development.





	Clarification was asked for on the proposed Government Council reforms. MB explained that Town and Parish councils would be the only bodies safe under the new federal proposals. The Vale District council will be swallowed into the new system and so one layer of bureaucracy will be removed. However, members will no longer be elected. MB will send details.


Skate Park. £26k may still be available but this is no longer being looked at.





6	JET report.


No information to report.





7	Other Developments		The Red Barn.


The large and highly visible building on the entrance to Faringdon on Coxwell Street has started to be demolished following the Independent Inspectors findings at the Public Enquiry. The Chairman accepted entirely the evidence supplied by Residents and FAR.


	There was no further progress on the general parking problems in Faringdon or traffic calming ideas.


	The proposed development of about 20 houses to the rear of the old Cottage Hospital.  FAR, FTC and local Residents presented a very strong case against this development and it was rejected, albeit against the Vale’s wishes. It was asked to be officially minuted that access from this site will not be permitted onto Coxwell Road in the future. This was reluctantly agreed.





8	Financial Report.


The Treasurer reported as follows:


The General Fund stands at 	£359.24


The Project Fund stands at 		£380.52


Balance at Bank					£739.76


Cash in Hand						£  10.82


		Total					£750.58





	The treasurer was thanked for his work in maintaining a good financial balance.








9	AOB 


	Gordon Dowell reported on the proposals for the new sewage works in Faringdon.


	At present the material dealt with is about 99% water and the remaining sludge is compressed to a “cake” similar to cardboard. This has no smell and is very crumbly. This is stored for 28 days before it can be moved.


New laws require lime to be added to the sludge and Thames Water has decided that Faringdon is the place for this new lime works. Sludge from at least Abingdon, Witney and Wantage will be dealt with in Faringdon. Witney already has the capacity for this work.


	The proposal is to tanker sewage into Faringdon in liquid form and in sealed tankers and to add lime here and the sludge left for 28 days. Smell occurs when the diggers remove this sludge, as the heaps get very hot. It is this smell which will spread over Faringdon and especially the school near the works, which is a serious concern. A further major concern would be the large number of lorries turning in and out of Lechlade Road.


	Letters were handed out for members to send off to the campaign co-ordinator.








10	Election of Officers for 2004/5.


	There were no proposals from the floor and it was proposed by Gordon Dowell that the existing Committee be re-elected without change. This was seconded and carried unanimously. There were no volunteers for the post of Secretary.





There was no further business and the meeting closed at 21.45Hrs.








NEXT MEETING				MONDAY 11th April 2005





FUTURE MEETINGS		Monday 11th July 2005		Monday 10th October 2005














2


