Faringdon Association of Residents

President: Betty O'Brien

Chairman: Colin Desborough

Vice Chairman:  Clive Davis



Treasurer: Frank Roberts

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 12th January 2004.


11 people present.  Mr John Gillman represented FTC.

1
Apologies.

Apologies were received from Betty O’Brien, Mike Cartwright and Kirsty Reed.

2
Minutes of last meeting.

The members accepted the minutes as a true record of the meeting held on 13th October 2003 without amendment.

3
Police report.

WPC Kirsty Reed had apologised for not being able to attend. Gene Webb reported where possible:

Parking.
Faringdon now has a share of a ½ time Traffic Warden. Their policy is to be firm but fair but their objectives were not clear.

John Gillman pointed out that parking problems still exist during Market times and that there was a possibility of clamping being introduced.

Gene also reported that she was trying to put Faringdon Neighbourhood Crime Watch reports on the Town web site. (www. Faringdon.org

4
Town Councillor Q and A. (John Gillman)

Pump House.
John reported that questions had been raised on the ideas put forward by the present consultants and it appeared that any work was back to the drawing board until further notice. The required disabled access from the Market Place was still under review as the Pump is a listed building.

Lord Faringdon has asked FTC if would make the front of the building, (i.e. not the old theatre or the top floor but only the Georgian front), safe. The costs of such work are not known at present. The top of the building and any possible use for it are still in abeyance.

Stage 1 is to go with the terms of the lease, (i.e. make the building safe and weatherproof), and do no more at present. A specification, drawn up jointly by an architect and Faringdon Trust and has gone out to tender. 1 year of repairs has been agreed and funded and will be finished by April 2005. Following this date, a decision will be made on the use for the Pump House and final refurbishing costs including disabled access.

The minimum estimated running costs are still £30,000 per year!

It was reported that FTC paid de Facto a lot of money for ideas but so far has ignored them.

Portwell Pump.
No repairs have been put in place yet after it was severely damaged by a Stagecoach bus. FTC claim that they do not own it or are responsible for it’s insurance or repair although they have modified it over the years. Faringdon Estates stated that it was part of the Pump House and therefore not their direct responsibility. The responsibility for repair costs should rest with the bus company but at the moment nobody is actually doing anything.

Skate Park.
The 2 sites proposed by FTC have finally been found to be unsuitable due to noise problems and poor access as indicated by FAR one year ago.

John has proposed the RIGS area at the site of the old pit at the end of Fernham Road as a possible site but no progress.

The £20k allocated for the Skate Park has now been put into the FTC General Fund. It is felt that this project is now a “dead duck”.

John then gave a fascinating and interesting review of the Market Place cobbles and the origins of the materials used. It is believed that the original stones came from Melton in Yorkshire, (sponge gravel), via Gloucester docks and then by the Thames route to Faringdon.

For those interested further, John has cleared and cleaned the original cobbling on his property outside of his house adjacent to the church. This will obviously remain after the modifications to the Market Place.

Swan Lane
Members agreed that the density of dwellings, (67 flats), lack of parking, and no pavement access for walkers, wheelchairs, etc. to the shops was poor planning but the “planners” have decided. The Town has also lost the last place for any new Town Centre shops if the Town is to expand.
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6
JET (Joint Environmental Trust) report by Clive Davis.

The Market Place has now been severely down graded with the originally approved stone surfaces and reduced to tarmac and the criticised high kerbstones, (9 inches), will remain.

Gene suggested that, as JET has some money, the stream ditch and seats in Lechlade Road be improved. Gates for the Park were also discussed. The Planter Trough to be installed outside of the Bank is now to be iron and has been ordered. The results of these ideas were not known.

7a
Drew Legacy.
FAR has made cases and submitted them for equipment on behalf of the Faringdon Medical Centre and local District Nurses and FAR will explain their requests in detail before the NHS Charity sub committee later in January. A full report will be made at the next meeting.

7b
“Whats ON” Fair.


Little interest was shown in the FAR display. 

7c
Coxwell Road Billboard update.

The clean-up of this area and advertisements has now been done.

7d
Members were asked for ideas if a speaker can be arranged for the April meeting.

8
Developments.

Red House Barn.

Clive Davis reported on this topic. It appears that the developer has got several Residents to sign to state that the Barn has been used for storing builder’s materials since at least 1990. Most Residents recall only straw etc. being stored there and the barn being in a very poor state. It was felt that the developer (part of the Chowle Farm organisation), was changing the use from agriculture to business and would impinge on the Town environment as people drive in. It was reported that our 3 District Councillors are objecting and voicing the views of the Town.

9
Financial Report.

The Treasurer reported that our cash was as follows:


General Fund
£381.24


Project Fund
£364.57

Contingency Fund
£12.74


Balance of money at the bank

£745.73

10
Any Other Business.

Members asked where and when would the Market Place work start 
a worry for traders. John reported that the date is still the end of January but where is not known. The Town would operate normally during the work.

John Gillman was thanked for coming and giving an interesting Town report.

NEXT MEETING
MONDAY 19th APRIL 2004.
FUTURE MEETINGS
MONDAY 12th JULY

MONDAY 11th OCTOBER
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