Potted History of the Museum Project

Feb 2004
· First minuted meeting 12 December 1995

· Purchased a Company under legal advice of Mrs Christine Chater of Quinney Jagger.  The Company is “Limited by Guarantee” so does not have a share capital. The Committee also became a registered Charity. A bank account was also opened. (The general funds are held solely towards the promotion of the objects of the Charity).
· Museum was put onto David Headey’s internet
· C/CCllr Geoffrey Fowler (deceased)and Rosemary Packer obtained books on Charities that would be able to support the project financially with grants.

· The Chairman wrote to local people and got pledges totally £10,000 at July 1996.

· Local museums have been visited, Wantage, Marlborough and Buckingham.  Meetings were arranged with the staff/ and Management Committees of each establishment to discuss the setting up a museum, the pitfalls, financial avenues available and marketing. **
· The OCC have given advice FOC

· Various fund raising events, all of which have always been a sellout.


Classical Musical Evening in Corn Exchange – Musician gave time FOC



Sir Henry Unton Festival – covered a whole weekend of events – with 7 



Market Place open to the public, the Parish Church with refreshments 


being served – Elizabethan Lunch  with Church Service before – all 


participants in Elizabethan Costume, and entertainers who played musical 


instruments of the time, and danced.  Guests were invited to dance the 


Pavane, after some tuition.  Local businesses donated the food and/or 


raffle prizes. School children were invited to contribute to an art exhibition 

- all the schools sent in paintings of Sir Henry Unton and Peter Classey 


donated 3 x £5.00 gift vouchers. 



Sunday lunches at Rosemary Packers (3 lunches given in total), 



Committee provided the lunch.  Raffle prizes donated from local 



businesses. (Approx 50 tickets sold for each event.


“Sing for your Supper”, Folly Singers entertained us in the Corn Exchange 

with Committee providing the supper, 76 tickets were sold.

· Chairman contacted a business in Ledbury and visited both their shop and supply depot.  The business supplied Elizabethan foods!  All items sold were made to recipes from the era.  (** see above -Also visited other museums and took possession of the Museum Suppliers Magazine to explore the type of goods that a museum shop can/is allowed to sell).

· Advertisement in the Folly asking for volunteers to become Secretary, Treasurer and Accountant – no takers

· The VWHDC gave full support, plus officer input.  Election held and the support once enjoyed by the Committee dissipated.

· Town Council had tabled that there would be £4,.000 financial support for capital costs forthcoming as when, or if required in the future.  This was minuted in minutes of February 1996.
· Membership of SEMS (South East Museums Society – Western Regional  Office for £7.50 was made in August 1996. (SEMS would act as advisers to the Committee) Plus Heritage Lottery Funding Application was made.
· February 1997, 7 Market Places officially lost. Decision was taken to keep the project going.

· Many properties have been looked at as possible premises for a museum:-



7 Market Place



Fish Shop, Market Place



Old Electricity Showroom, London St



Travel Agent, Market Place



Larkins, Marlborough St



20 London St



12-14 London St



Gloucester House, Gloucester St



The Saddle Shop



John Maxwell’s



Property now known as Reflections



Anne Morley’s (now White Horse clothiers)



Cambden House



Cellar to Portwell House (now Wine Bar)



6 London St**


The Pump House***

NB each time a property of interest has come on the market a business plan has been drawn up and presented to the Vale.

· VWHDC had in their budget until financial year 96-97 a sum of £50,000 for a museum in the west end of the Vale.

· Books have been audited annually by Critchleys initially they made a nominal charge for this but, as there is no fund raising at present they have been giving their professional expertise FOC.  We have also been paying an annual fee of £15.00 to the Charity Commissioners for their annual returns.
· ** Applied for grant for 6 London St, January ’98.  Members of Committee met officers and District Council Members to discuss business plan, made two presentations to full Council
· *** Several meetings were held with the Faringdon Dramatics Group.  Discussion was held as to whether the two groups, us and them could take the Pump House on.  Chairman (Judith Heathcoat), has had several telephone conversations with Lord Faringdon and has meet his Agent to discuss this proposal.

· Committee Meetings have been held regularly up until the last one in March 2000.

Please note that although there hasn’t been a Committee meeting since 2000, there has been work going on with regard to the whole concept of a Museum in Faringdon and area for Faringdon and District.  The Chairman has spoken at a UB6 meeting explaining the present state of the project.  Members of the UB6 group showed support for the project to continue – however, non present was prepared to come onto Committee and help further the aims and objects of developing a museum.
Positions on Committee:-

Judith Heathcoat – Chairman and Trustee

Rosemary Church – Minute Secretary  and Faringdon Historical Society

Rosemary Packer – Treasurer and Trustee

Debra Keasel – Archivist

Michael Heathcoat – Correspondence Secretary 
Vic Day – Trustee

Committee Members as at 2004 

Cllrs Matthew Barber and Alison Thomson (VWHDC)

Cllr. Margaret Barker (FTC)

Mrs Eunice Birds 

Mrs Christine Chater (legal adviser)

Mr Jim Brown - Faringdon Historical Society

Deceased Members

C/Cllr Geoffrey Fowler

T/Cllr. Elsie Nichol

P/Cllr Mike Lee – Gt. Coxwell

Retired Members

D/Cllr Tommy Thompson – Gt. Coxwell

D/Cllr  Terry Fraser – VWHDC representative
T/Cllr Oliver Bickley

T/Cllr Alan Hickmore

Mrs M Gillman

Interested Parties (non Committee Members)

Mr D Headey

Mr Robert Dyer

Mr Robert Jackson MP

