Faringdon Area Project Health & Social Care Group
Meeting Notes 3rd March 2011

Brunel House

Present:




Apologies:

Marcus Lapthorn (Chair)


Alison Thomson

Jo Morgan

Gene Webb

Emily Norton

Marjorie Talbot
Toby Warren

Daphne Saunders

Jane Haynes

	1.
	Welcome

In the absence of Alison Thomson, Marcus agreed to take the Chair. He welcomed Marjorie to the meeting
	

	2.
	Current Projects

Ante Natal Care

There has been one class so far and one person attended. There was good feedback and Margaret has reported that there are three people booked on to the next class. A discussion followed regarding the promotion of the classes. Jo and Gene have asked both of the GP practices to make expectant mothers aware of the classes. Gene reported that there are posters up around the town; the classes are on Faringdon.org, in the What’s On and in The Advertiser.

Marcus suggested contacting the Maternity Services Liaison Committee to find out if they can help with funding. Marcus will write to Kate Barker. The cost of each class is approximately £50.

Jane will check with Margaret to find out if she is keeping written feedback from the classes. It was felt that this will be necessary to help secure future funding. Alison and Daphne have spent many hours applying to Oxfordshire Stronger Community Fund – they will have an answer by the end of March. Toby said that we should be aware that this may not be successful as there have been over 350 applications.

Marcus has found out that the NCT charge £40 to join and the £200 for a course of classes. There is not an organiser for Oxfordshire but he has spoken to the co-ordinator for the West Midlands and she would like to help develop a range of classes for Faringdon.

Marjorie suggested that the numbers of Health Visitor posts will increase by 50% and that ante and post natal support should be seen as one and she felt that the Health Visitors should be involved the classes. She asked if an audit could be done to find out what ante and post natal parents want. Gene pointed out that Mike Robinson is already doing this. She also mentioned that maternity comes under Public Health rather than GP Commissioning.

It was agreed that we need to include all ethnic minorities and we need to be aware of the demographics for Faringdon and make sure that all needs are met.

Marcus commented that the size of the Health & Social Care group is restrictive as to the amount of work that can be taken on. Jo will find out how many expectant mums there are and send this info to Marcus. 

Health information Leaflet

Gene apologised to Toby as the leaflet has not yet gone to print. There is some extra information to be added now such as the ante natal classes. Gene will make the necessary changes and then Daphne will arrange for it to be printed.

Marcus and Marjorie will proof read the leaflet and send any amends to Jane for changing and then sending to Daphne

GP Meeting

Jo was asked to get some feedback from the GP’s and report to the next meeting. Jo informed the group that the Oxfordshire Consortium has Pathfinder Status and this puts it at the forefront of the work being done on GP commissioning. 

It was felt that, with the help of Mike Robinson, we would be able to help with 

· The views of residents

· Mix of town, village, farmers as a community

· Involve the pharmacist from London Street Pharmacy (maybe for particular projects only)

· Use social media to include younger people

· Timings of meetings should be varied throughout the day to make them available to all.

It was agreed that we will make a list of contacts and groups that we can access that will enable us to engage with a wider range of people. Jane to collate list.

Jo will contact David Wilson at FCC to find out if there is a way that our group can engage with the students.

LINKs

Kath and Emily have visited Coxwell Hall and Ferendune and they are now in the process of writing up their report.

Emily reported that Ferendune has no respite beds this is due to a lack of funding and there are no plans to change this.

Coxwell Hall has 5 respite beds that are 30% state funded. They are currently home to 44 people.

There are some short term beds at Ferendune that can be used for 6 week but there is currently a problem with bed blocking caused by after care packages.

With effect from June 2011 individuals will be given their own budget with which to buy in their care.

There is good feedback for both homes and it was felt that many improvements had been made.

Kath and Emily will be meeting on March 16th to collate their report.

South Central Ambulance Foundation Trust

Gene attended a recent meeting of the Trust. Ambulance services are to be commissioned by GP practices. The Trust is looking for members and would like to achieve 15,000 members across the region. Gene encouraged all members of the group to join if possible. Gene will apply to join the Council of Governors.
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	3.
	Finance

Faringdon Area Project has very little funding, but did receive a gift from the 41 Club that will be used towards the ante natal classes and a small amount towards the leaflet from Faringdon Town Council.
	

	4.
	Future Meeting Dates

A list of dates will be circulated with these minutes. It was agreed that the April meeting date will be changed. Jane will advise.
	JH

	5
	Any Other Business

111 Call Centre

Marcus explained this Government suggestion for a central call centre for GP appointments. Some discussion followed but it was felt that more information was needed. Marcus will investigate further.

Jane will scan and send to members the Individual Funding Requests leaflet provided by Marcus.

Diagnostic Feasibility Study.

A discussion of the study noted that it is important that we maintain a genuine Health Service rather than using private contractors and also the access issues to Wantage, Didcot and Abingdon must be highlighted.

Gene will respond on behalf of the group.
	ML

JH

GW


