Faringdon Area Project Health & Social Care Group

Meeting Notes
 1st November 2010

Brunel House

	Present:
	Apologies

	Alison Thomson (Chair)

Sally Bull

Gene Webb

Jo Morgan

Mike Robinson

Marcus Lapthorn

Margaret Broadberry

Daphne Saunders 

Jane Haynes
	Toby Warren

Emily Norton

Peter Fielding

Julie Farmer


	1


	Welcome

Alison welcomed the visitors to the meeting, Margaret Broadberry and Mike Robinson
	

	2.
	Current Projects

Ante Natal Care

Alison asked Margaret to help with this project. Margaret is Senior Lecturer in Midwifery at University of the West of England and lives in Faringdon. She was unaware of the lack of provision for mothers who live in Faringdon and local villages. She is willing to help set up a programme of ante natal classes in Faringdon. Mike Robinson has offered the use of a room at the Family Centre. Mike noted that there is not enough ante natal provision for young fathers and he said that there needs to be support for them to understand their role. He went on to explain that there is a group at the Family Centre for new mums under the age of 20 and there are currently 2 dads attending this group. He highlighted the fact that there is support, especially for teenage parents but it is normally post natal.

Following a discussion it was agreed to run trial sessions in January 2011 for parents who are expecting Spring babies. This will help gauge what is needed and how many people are interested. Jo agreed to organise some leaflets and will distribute them through the local midwife and surgeries.

Daphne offered some funding through Faringdon Area Project and other sources will be investigated. Jo will contact the PBC and the GP’s and Mike will find out if there is any funding available through the Family Centres. Margaret will advise possible cost of running the programme. There will be a meeting at the Family Centre for anyone who is available on December 6th at 10:00am at the Family Centre to discuss the progress. NB All emails regarding this project must be copied to Alison please.

LINKs

There has been some research into the quality and styles of GP appointments across the area. The result of this research will be a good practice guide for all GP practices.

Visits to Care Homes are another project currently underway and Emily and Kath hopefully will visit both Ferendune and Coxwell Hall as part of this project to investigate the care offer available. Both Emily and Kath are professionals in this area and will be able to give a full report on the care available in Faringdon.

PCT Event

Marcus gave feedback on a recent event that he had attended with Gene. The event looked at what services are needed. It has been promised that a special report will be written and the raw data will be available soon. Marcus asked questions about transport services to Oxford hospitals and Gene about access to local services and county boundaries. Marcus questioned the purpose of the report and suspects it will be used to inform the consortium.

Gene has been investigating the population figures and estimate figures for 2007 show Faringdon and surrounding villages at approximately 20,000. To be completed.


	MR & MB

ML

	3.
	Update on GP Commissioning

Jo explained that there have been many changes since her last update, this is currently a moving feast and will, more than likely, change again before the next meeting in January. At present there will be a Central Administration Group who will negotiate big contracts with the John Radcliffe hospitals and under that will be Locality Groups similar to what is currently in place. The Vale will have a board who will purchase services for it’s own area. This is still restricted by county boundaries but this may change in the long term.

Marcus asked if it would be possible for the Health & Social Care Group to meet with the two GP practices in Faringdon. Jo will inquire.
	JM

	4
	Finance

A brief discussion about funding needs will be followed up at a future meeting.

The new leaflet will need to be printed and the cost is thought to be approx. £180.00 for 2000. Gene suggested that the leaflet should be checked once more before giving Julie the go ahead to proceed.
	JF

	5
	AOB

· Good Neighbours Scheme. – Alison, Al Cane and Brian Conroy attended a meeting to discuss this scheme. The public attendance was very poor but Alison and Brian will talk to the WI to try and push the scheme forward. There has been no interest form any of the villages. There is a new Carers Group starting on 8th December from 12:30 – 2:30 at Brackendale.

· Abingdon Emergency Unit – this trial has been set up to encourage people to use the unit rather than travel to A&E. It is proposed that you will be able to speak to a nurse within 20 minutes and/or a doctor within 2 hours. This trail is currently working from Monday to Friday 9:00 to 5:00.

· Fernhill Practice Patient Involvement Group – There will be a meeting on 11th November at 6:30pm.
	

	5
	Future Meetings

It was agreed that the meetings in future should alternate between Mondays and Thursdays. Jane will provide a schedule of dates for 2011. Jo will invite Dr. Gavin Bartholomew along to the January meeting and confirm the best date to Jane.

Meeting closed at 8:15pm


	JH


