Faringdon Area Project Health & Social Care Group

Meeting notes
 26/10/2009

Brunel House

	Present:
	

	Julie Farmer

Marcus Lapthorne

Daphne Saunders

Pat Saunders
	Alison Thomson

Maureen Hunt

Gene Webb


	1
	Apologies

Jane Haynes, Toby Warren, Sally Bull, Joan Hurst, Emily Norton, Malcolm Gee
	

	2
	Age Concern Drop in, coffee, cake and chat

Ali Burzynska brought publicity materials for the first event 3rd November in the Old Town Hall. 9.30-11.30

These are being put around the town, and as a joint project with the Vale Consortium, GPs are asked to tell people about it.

It will take place on the 1st Tuesday of the month, for at least 6 months.

Everyone was asked to help spread the word
	

	3
	Current Projects

· Information Leaflet

2000 leaflets have been printed (costing £178 and paid for by Oxfordshire LINks)

This has been accepted as Ok even though the colour is less definite than the proof.

Following printing, some changes/corrections have been identified, but these were not considered to be material.

Leaflets to be put in various outlets around the town.

The group were asked to keep track of changes or new information in readiness for any reprint that may be done.

· Liaison with Medical Practices and Vale Consortium

No one from the medical practices have been in contact with Julie.

Gene attended a Vale Consortium meeting:

Current projects are progressing with the exception of Ultrasound & Gynae. It seems there are insufficient radiographers employed by the JR to enable some to work occasionally in medical practices. A different approach is being considered.

The Vale consortium has £94k to spend/commit by end March 2010. Future projects under consideration are:-

Stage 2 of eye project- non invasive treatment

Training for Nursing home staff

Urgent care

Out of Hours service

The out of hours service provided to Faringdon requires that anyone who needs to see a GP after 1800 on weekdays or over the weekend must travel to Witney. The service does cover home visits, but it is not clear under what circumstances a Dr would do this. GW has been told that the JHOSC board (Joint Health Overview and Scrutiny) is investigating the quality of this service across Oxfordshire after November 2010.

Extended GP Hours

White Horse practice offers on alternate Saturdays a morning surgery (appointment only). Fernhill practice have indicated that their patients preferred an early morning surgery

· Benefits Surgeries

The surgery is now to be held in the Corn Exchange, because the Pump House is not being used at all. The costs of room hire are being covered by a benefactor. Dates have now been set until March 2010. FTC have been asked to share the room costs.

· PC based video Advice Service

No progress has been made. The possible space in the Corn Exchange has been taken up by FTC staff and the TIC. Julie has been asked to provide space at the Business Centre, but says this is not possible as staff are needed to man it.

· Good Neighbour Scheme

Sally has been investigating this and is looking at asimilar initiative from Cumbria. Will give update at next meeting
· Ambulance Service

The ambulance service(SCAS) has been inspected and assessed as weak by the Care Quality Commission. It is now well known that response times in rural areas fails to meet the national standards. The (JHOSC) is pursuing this at their November meeting (I think).

Gene is meeting with the Operations director of SCAS(South Central Ambulance service) on Friday 30th October, to discuss Faringdon’s situation.

SCAS will be invited to the Jan 18th meeting to update us on the improvements they have put in place(which they promised at the 20/4/09)
	GW
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	4
	Oxfordshire LINk

The work this group is doing has been accepted as a LINk project. It may be possible to get some assistance from LINk office staff.

As more meetings are attended, awareness of Faringdon’s situation is growing

Oxfordshire LINk is slowly getting established. One main aim is to get more people to participate in projects that seek to improve health and social care services.

The LINk currently has funding until March 2011. It is not known what will happen after then
	GW



	5
	Group Development

It was decided to pursue the following projects:

Maternity service
Out of Hours Service
Ambulance Service
Nursing beds(Ferendune)- Find out what service is contracted from Lan
	AT, ML

GW

GW,ML

DS

	6
	Finance

Julie will consider the financial needs of the group over the next 12 months. This will enable grants to be applied for
	JF

	7
	Any other Business

Maureen Hunt told us about the CRUSE bereavement service, run from Swindon but covering Faringdon.
	

	8.
	Next Meeting

Monday December 7th   6:30pm at Brunel House.
	

	
	NEXT YEAR’s meeting dates 

Monday 18th January

Monday 1st March

Monday 19th April

Monday 7th June

Monday 26th July

Monday 13th September

Monday 1st November  
	


