Faringdon Area Project

Health Meeting
Wednesday 21st January 2009

Apologies: Andrew Brown, Malcolm Gee, Andrew Robertson, Gene Webb, Joan Hurst, Eddie Williams, Andy Hayter, Ali Burzynska, Marcus Lapthorne, Julie Farmer
Present: Daphne Saunders, Sue Jeffs, Philip Newbould, Emily Norton, Jeanne Taylor, Toby Warren, Pat Saunders, Alison Thomson, Adrian Chant

Daphne welcomed all to the meeting and gave a brief outline of the projects that the group are keen to work on. 
Philip Newbould, Oxfordshire Community Transport and Accessibility Partnership Officer, was then introduced and he explained that the Partnership worked mainly in rural areas, but also within the city, because people in the outlying areas of Oxford suffer the same transport and accessibility issues. Philip’s role is to liaise with the County and District Councils and the PCT; he takes a strategic view in order to find out what is needed. He also manages the Rural Access to Services Grant from SEEDA.
Philip agreed that access to hospitals is difficult and expensive, he said that there is a Hospital Travel Costs Scheme where it is possible to for people on certain benefits to reclaim costs , this scheme will soon be passing to the PCT. Philip will send through a list of the benefits that enable people to claim. 
There is a Wantage Car Scheme which is a charged service that will transport people from Faringdon to hospitals in Oxford and Swindon providing they have no other means of getting there. Main funding for this scheme comes from Oxfordshire County Council. However there is a constant pressure for volunteers, especially from Faringdon. Although the hospitals are obliged by the NHS to pay full reimbursement to the volunteer drivers, Oxfordshire will only pay from the patients’ home. There is an OCTA parking badge that is available to volunteers that can be used at all general hospitals. For those people with internet access the OCC website carries bus time tables of links to service providers. Access to travel information is also available on www.traveline.co.uk 
Update on the Community Bus scheme – there will be the opportunity for Community Bus companies to provide smaller vehicles, (6 – 7 seater people carrier type) to be used on scheduled routes but also with the chance to vary where they pick up. This would be a public and pre-bookable service. Drivers are also need for this scheme, the larger Community Bus drivers need a normal licence with Category D however, Philip; was not sure if Category D is needed for the people carrier size vehicle.

The current Dial-A-Ride contract ends on 31st March and a new contactor is currently being sought. In the Vale this service gets monopolized by the Abingdon area, they are currently looking at providing the services on a zoned basis. This is a similar service to Car Schemes but is wheelchair friendly.
Philip offered to look at the information sheet before final print to make sure that all transport and access information is up to date before going to print.

Sue mentioned that there is to be a Health & Well Being event in the Corn Exchange on Tuesday 3rd March. This event is being run by Age Concern. It will be an information fair that will enable residents to find out about car schemes, day centres etc.

Daphne thanked Philip and then introduced Adrian Chant from Oxfordshire Local Involvement Network (LINk).
Adrian explained that LINk was launched in April 2008 and that the Oxfordshire group is just getting off the ground. Each local authority with responsibility for social care must support LINk. The group will enable that local people can have a say on Health & Social Care. The contract to run the Oxfordshire group has been secured by a company from Bournemouth, Health & Care. The group has statutory powers and can request information from service providers. LINk can also make recommendations to services and expect a response.
The Oxfordshire LINk is Government grant funded and is based in Witney. There will be five staff members to cover Oxfordshire (currently 3 in place) and they are working hard to publicise the concept to as many groups as possible.

The work of the LINk is directed by a Stewardship Group and personal nominations are being sought at present. The Stewardship group will consist of 10 individuals, who will look at policies, make visits to services and report back. Nominations close on 30th January and the ballots will take place on 26th February. Members will be elected for 6 months. Adrian suggested that the issues that are being raised by this group can, and should be raised with the Stewardship Group and he encouraged nominations from our group. (Nomination information is attached or can be found on www.makeachange.org.uk 
Daphne then mentioned Andrew Robertson who is looking into the possibility for Faringdon to become a “Slow Food Town”. It was felt that this would be a good idea and we look forward to hearing more about the initiative at a future meeting.

Daphne recently met with Charles Hintz a resident of Faringdon who would like to join future Heath meetings Charles spends much of his time in a wheelchair. Daphne read some comments that she had received from Charles.

 

“Charles wanted to say a special thank you to the shop keepers in the centre of Faringdon, especially Budgens, the Bank, Pat Thomas and the Flower Shop. He says they are always so helpful and come out of their shops to help him. He has talked to others like him, and the group say a big thank you to those who organised the building of the Market Place with disabled and wheelchair accessibility in mind. That is most appreciated.
 

However, if possible, he would like to have the same degree of 'mobility' starting at the Swan Pub and running up to the Health Centre. Here there could be more improvements. Improvements could also be made on the outskirts of the Town.”
The date for the next meeting will be Monday 23rd February at 6:30pm

Meeting closed at 8:20pm
