Faringdon Area Project Health & Social Care Group

Meeting notes
 07/09/2009

Brunel House

Present:

Julie Farmer

Daphne Saunders

Gene Webb

Judy McCulloch

Sally Bull

Toby Warren

Jane Haynes
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	Apologies

Simon Coe, Emily Norton, Marcus Lapthorn, Sue Jeffs, Margaret Barker, Mike Wise, Sarah Wise, Malcolm Gee
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	Visitor: Judy McCulloch – Patient & Public Involvement Manager, Oxfordshire Primary Care Trust

Judy explained about new proposals from the South Central Cardiovascular Network that will mean that treatment for people suffering from major heart attacks will be centralised, this will mean a much better outcome for the patient and will save about 250 lives across the UK. A handout from Judy is attached to these notes.

Judy commented that the Oxford Racdcliffe Hospital is already delivering this service and which ever option was chosen Oxford would be one of the centres.

It was pointed out that for a heart attack victim in Faringdon it would prove difficult to get to the Oxford Radcliffe hospital in the optimum 1½ hours from attack to treatment. The problem being getting an ambulance to Faringdon and then the travel time to Oxford. Judy was asked if the Air Ambulance might be available in such cases. She replied that this would not be considered for this project as the Air Ambulance is normally used only for trauma cases.

It was suggested that the Great Western Hospital in Swindon is much closer and thus quicker to get to in this type of case. Judy explained that the Great Western hospital is in a different region but she will try to find out if it is part of a similar plan and if it would be possible for patients from Faringdon to be treated there.

Other questions were raised about:

· the number of people who will benefit from the proposed changes and if this value for money

· What will the consultants and other staff do whilst waiting for patients to come in.

Julie concluded that the issues relating to rural areas must be taken into account when decisions are made by the PCT.

Judy said that she had been  keen to talk to our group to understand the type of questions that might come up when the proposals go forward for consultation. She thanked the members for the feedback given and will attend a future meeting, probably in the new year to answer questions raised and to give an update on the consultation.
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	Current Projects

· Newsletter

Julie has put a great deal of work into the newsletter and the draft document was discussed. It was agreed that there was a huge amount of content and this meant that the newsletter had moved away from the original idea. It was decided that the bulk of the content would be added to the faringdon.org website on the new “talking health” pages and Julie and Gene will edit and re-work the newsletter and get it ready for publication.

It was decided that the newsletter will be distributed through the medical practices, dental surgeries,  nursing and carers teams, dispensaries etc.

· Liaison with Medical Practices

Julie has received some feedback on the newsletter from the Fernhill Practice. The Practice Manager will be invited to attend future meetings. Gene has spoken to the Practice Managers regarding extended GP hours and the information will be added to the website.

· Benefits Surgeries

Jane will send the upcoming dates to Gene for inclusion on the .org website.

· Advice Service

An advice service will be set up in the Faringdon Family Centre which will include a video link to an adviser. It was pointed out that this may cause some child protection issues for the centre. It has been suggested that this service could be housed more effectively in the Town Council offices. The mayor has been contacted. Gene suggested that perhaps there could be  an office that could be used to deliver the Housing Benefits Surgeries, Advice sessions, etc…
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	LINk Group

Gene will be chairing the next three meetings of the LINk. After a slow start things are now starting to happen. Gene will be developing a project on Rural Services. This project and others that are already up and running will be discussed at a meeting on 15th September in Didcot from 10-12. If anyone would like to attend this meeting they should contact Gene for a lift!
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	Group Development

Much more work must be done on group development to enable projects to be moved forward more quickly. It was felt that the new pages on the .org website might encourage more people to become involved. Julie suggested that Faringdon Association of Residents and other local groups should be invited to the meetings.
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	Finance

Emily is looking into possible funding and it was decided that the printing of the newsletter must wait until she returns from her holiday.

It was pointed out that finance will be needed to contact groups and individuals where email is not available. Gene suggested that it might be possible to access some finance through the LINk and she will look into this
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	Any Other Business

Sally will look into developing  a Good Neighbours Scheme. Jane will find out what insurance will be necessary for this type of scheme.

Follow up from Ali Burzynska from last months meeting. The Drop-in sessions that she is organising will be starting in mid/late October and will run at lease once a month on a Tuesday. Further details will be circulated nearer the start date.

Daphne asked that a huge thank you to Julie was recorded for all the hard work that she has put into developing the newsletter.


	

	8.
	Next Meeting

Monday October 26th at 6:30pm at Brunel House.


	


