Faringdon Area Project Health & Social Care Group

Meeting Notes
 7th December 2009

Brunel House

	Present:
	

	Julie Farmer

Daphne Saunders

Pat Saunders

Emily Norton

Gof Smith
	Alison Thomson

Gene Webb

Sally Bull

Lawrence Harrison

Jane Haynes


	1
	Apologies

Toby Warren, Marcus Lapthorne, Nina Chandler, Mike Wise, Ali Burzynska
	

	2
	Current Projects

· Information Leaflet

Gene has distributed the leaflet to the White Horse and Fernhill Medical Practices, CTIC, Pharmacies and Library. Fernhill Practice suggested sending the leaflet out to patients with repeat prescriptions.

There has been very good feedback to the leaflet. Julie thanked everyone for the hard work that they have put into this project.

· Out of Hours service/ Extended GP Hours

The question here is “How to engage with the PCT?” Gene has made some progress, she has met with Geoff Rowbottom (CE of Community Health Oxfordshire CHO) regarding the Urgent Care Review and will update at the next meeting. The Practice Based Commissioning group are responsible for purchasing the Out of Hours GP’s time and it was felt that they would not be changing what they currently do.

A question was raised as to whether the Out of Hours GP have access to patient notes and if GP’s are informed if an Out of Hours visit has been made? Gene thinks that this is not happening but she will find out and report back.

Gene asked for feedback about the GP services provided by the Medical Practices in Faringdon and asked for any comments to be emailed to her.

· Benefits Surgeries/ PC based video Advice Service

The surgery is now held in the Corn Exchange, the last surgery held in November had no visitors, and this was probably because the Housing Officer had changed the date without notifying either Jane or the Town Council! However the surgeries will run until at least March 2010. Dates are published in the What’s On and Town websites; there has also been articles in The Folly and Vale magazine and posters are put up around the town but Faringdon residents are still travelling to Abingdon for meetings and to hand in forms etc.

Daphne said that the 41 Club have been asked to help with funds and they have agreed to pay for the room hire. Jane has asked FTC to share the room costs Julie informed the meeting that this has been raised at the Venues Committee and has now been referred back to the Finance Committee.

The Video Link Advice Service is moving forward at the Family Centre. Mike Robinson has told us that there is now an extra Broadband link to carry the service and he has re-arranged the room so that visitors will not need to go through any of the other meetings being held there.

· Maternity Provision in Faringdon

Marcus had sent an email that detailed his research. Jane will forward this to members with minutes. See end of minutes for link to more information.


Alison provided a written report (attached). Discussion of this report followed. Alison will continue to try to contact the midwife and find out the content of the ante natal course. It was felt that there were some large issues relating to the service offered in Abingdon. It was felt that other areas of concern are :

· the lack of support for the mothers who are delivering at the Great Western Hospital in Swindon

· lack of breast-feeding support (especially for second-time mums)

· Wantage midwives are not aware of the intended increase in populations for Faringdon

Alison would like to see the Faringdon and Shrivenham ante natal programme combined.

Julie would like to find out more about Doulas

Alison will send an edited copy of her report to Gene for the website.

Gene will find out if possible what the PCT contractual position is.

· Good Neighbour Scheme

Sally has been investigating this and is looking at a similar initiative from Cumbria, however, she felt that the Good Neighbour Scheme was about emotional support and she would like to develop a Handy Person Scheme which is a pool of local people who will do small jobs for people who live on their own. Alison mentioned the Small Repair Service that is available fro the District Council in partnership with Anchor that provides this kind of service for a nominal fee, usually for materials. Alison will bring some leaflets about this service to the next meeting. Sally will find out more about Anchor and what they offer.

Good Neighbour Scheme it was felt that this would be a good project to continue with. Julie offered to look into this further and will liaise with Emily.
· Ambulance Service

Gene is still looking into this. She reported that she has had a meeting with the Chairman of SCAS and he is very aware of the problems facing the service. She has a meeting booked with Dick Tracey (Head of Community responders Oxfordshire) to discuss rural issues and will report at the next meeting. There is a time limit of 19 minutes for an ambulance to reach a non-emergency and in Faringdon this is not being achieved. 

Gene has spoken to Ed Vaizey and he has written to the Minister for Health regarding the lower funding in Oxfordshire which is less than in other counties. This is due to Oxfordshire being seen as a wealthy/healthy county The point was made to the Minister that rural areas need extra funding to allow for the increased difficulties and costs of the geographic spread..

· Nursing Beds at Ferendune

There are currently 48 residents in 40 rooms at Ferendune. They have just had an inspection and are now classed as excellent. The are no vacancies at present. There are 8 nursing beds that can be booked for respite care for up to two weeks. Emily pointed out that these beds get booked out well in advance. It seems that there are no emergency care beds available. Daphne discussed the Care Quality Commission report that was followed by a discussion about what the group could do. Daphne will continue to investigate the emergency bed situation.
	GW

ALL

JH

AT

AT

JF

AT

GW

AT

SB

JF/EN

DS



	3
	LINk Update

Gene reported that LINk are currently looking at three projects:

1. Self-directed Care

2. Intermediate Care (bridging between hospital/home)

3. Drugs and Rehabilitation Services (services are to be reduced in Oxford) 
	

	4
	Finance

This item will be moved to the next meeting
	JF

	5
	Any other Business

County Transport Consultation for 2013 – 2030 Gene urged members to respond to this consultation. There is very little included for Faringdon and it was felt that it is important to include bus services from Faringdon to Abingdon and Witney. Please follow the links from www.faringdon.org to this consultation.

Ali Burzynska sent a report on the first two sessions of the new Age Concern group. The first session had seven people attend and there were no visitors to the second session. The Town Council has granted the money to cover the hire cost of the Old Town Hall for a trial period of six months.

Lan Jenner has now left the PCT to work for the Thames Valley Cancer Network and her role is being taken over by Jenny Newton. Jane will contact Jenny and invite her to the next meeting.

Information Prescriptions – This is available at the Libraries and online. This service provides information about illness, prescription drugs, support services, etc.

http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/informationonprescription
http://www.informationprescription.info/
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	Next Meeting

Monday 18th January 6:30pm at Brunel House.
	

	
	NEXT YEAR’s meeting dates 

Monday 1st March

Monday 19th April

Monday 7th June

Monday 26th July

Monday 13th September

Monday 1st November  
	


Link to see how Oxfordshire PCT compares with other PCTs re maternity services

http://www.birthchoiceuk.com/BirthChoiceUKFrame.htm?http://www.birthchoiceuk.com/HCSurvey.html
