Faringdon Area Project Health & Social Care Group

Meeting Notes
 1st March 2010

Brunel House

	Present:
	

	Daphne Saunders

Sally Bull

Jo Morgan

Jane Haynes

Malcolm Gee
	


	1
	Apologies

Toby Warren, Marcus Lapthorne, Ali Burzynska, Gene Webb, Emily Norton, Julie Farmer, Sue Jeffs
	

	2
	Current Project

Many of the project leaders were not available for this meeting and so it as decided to defer this item to the next meeting.
	

	3
	Our Faringdon, Our Future

Daphne began by welcoming Jo to the meeting. Jo is new to healthcare and has been in post at the White Horse Practice since November 2009. Daphne then explained about this Town Council working party and how the Health & Social Care Group has been asked to inform the report that will be sent to the Vale District Council.

The first item discussed was Water and Sewage. It was felt that as there are already severe problems in parts of the town, especially in Coombes Close and Volunteer Way areas, extra capacity will be needed. This could mean extension to the Folly reservoir and Thames Water would probably suggest the development of the sewage works in Lechlade Road. It was felt that the problem will only become more acute as more houses are built. Jo mentioned problems that had occurred at the Medical Centre after the housing was built in Volunteer Way. She will provide details to Daphne who will then write to Ed Vaizey.

White Horse Medical Practice has approx 9500 patients who are covered by 7 doctors, the full time equivalent would be 5.5 doctors due to some part-time work Fernhill Practice has approx 4500 patients covered by the full time equivalent of 2 doctors. It was felt that an increase in population of around 2500 would mean at least two more GP’s. This would not be a problem for either practice but would mean that more space would be needed and this may well be a problem as many of the rooms are used by groups such as District Nurses, Health Visitors, etc.

Access to Services – It was agreed that it is important to lobby for transport to enable people to get to Minor Injuries Units at Abingdon, Witney, Wantage and Didcot. It is not possible to get to any of these places by regular public transport services.

It was noted that the x-ray machine in Witney Minor Injuries Unit is not working; it seems that this is an ongoing problem. Jane to contact Folly Newspapers to ask him to publicise this and also to publish both the Witney and Abingdon contact numbers.

Maternity Care. There are currently 150 babies born to Faringdon mums per year. There is no provision for ante-natal provision. As this is an ongoing project for this group any information that is collated will be shared with the working party. It was suggested that perhaps Adult Education might be able to provide ante-natal classes in the evenings at FCC. Jo will find out if there is funding available for ante-natal care for the town.

Ferendune short term care beds – There seems to be a sticking point at present where an elderly person is waiting for long term care but they are occupying short term beds until a space is found. There will need to be an increase in this type of facility as the population of Faringdon increases.

End of life care is available at Coxwell Hall. The County Council website can provide rating information about nursing and residential care homes.

It will be necessary to contact Anchor to find out if there is enough capacity for the increase in population.
	

	4
	Finance

An updated leaflet will be needed towards the end of 2010. Funding will need to be found to get this printed and distributed.
	

	5
	County Transport Strategy

This item was moved to the next meting
	

	6
	Any Other Business

We have received an email from Ali Burzynska to say that she will be leaving Age Concern in mid-May. She is hoping to attend the next meeting to give feedback on the recent Reaching Older People project.

Malcolm suggested that it would be a good idea to run a Health Fair in Faringdon again this year. Jane will find out who organised the previous one and if they are intending to run it again.

Jo asked if there is a list of volunteers who would be available to transport staff in from outlying villages in times of bad weather. It was suggested that the village newsletter might be able to publicise this. Malcolm suggested that Jo tries to link in with the British Red Cross as they have been helping out in this kind of situation in the recent bad weather.
	

	
	Diary Dates

17th March – Health & Wellbeing Information Fair 09:30 – 12:30 Wantage Civic Hall

17th March – Consultation Forum from 1:30pm at Wantage Civic Hall This meeting is open to older people and people who work with older people.

THIS YEAR’s meeting dates 

Monday 19th April

Monday 7th June

Monday 26th July

Monday 13th September

Monday 1st November 

Meeting closed at 8:15pm 
	


