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June News — Summer Nature

Seasonal Spotlight

For many of our local hedgerows, summer is berry season! If you’re curious about your own
hedgerows at this time, consider surveying your hedges to receive management advice to
ensure your hedges stay healthy! https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/hedgerow-

surveying

Great Big Green Week - 7th to 15th June

The Great Big Green Week is the UKs biggest celebration of community action to tackle
climate change and protect nature. See how you can join in the action and follow local
communities... Find your local Big Green Week events to get involved with here:
https://greatbiggreenweek.com/

You can also follow events and updates on social media or add your Great Big Green Week
actions using the #GreatBigGreenWeek

Swift Awareness Week 28" June — 6™ July

See if you can spot any swifts this month and sign up to our monthly Bulletin to hear all
about events and walks taking place https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/news

Let it Bloom June!

Enjoyed ‘No Mow May’? Bring even more wildlife to your wildflowers and take part in ‘Let it
Bloom June’! Mowing at the end of May removes the free buffet you’ve created for your
bees and butterflies. Let it Bloom June allows the nectar source to stay that little bit longer.
Why not leave an area that’s got the most flowers? If you're able to, a way to provide nectar
all through the summer is to leave this section uncut until September and then strim it. All
these options give your garden even more of a chance to diversify and provide for wildlife.


https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/hedgerow-surveying
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/hedgerow-surveying
https://greatbiggreenweek.com/
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/news
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Open Garden Days

Look out for Open Garden events in your local area, and see if you can spot how many are
gardening with nature in mind, creating havens for wildlife and beautiful spaces for us. Many
Open Gardens are registered on this website

https://www.opengardens.co.uk/open gardens in_oxfordshire.php

Wildlife friendly gardening jobs for June:

June is another bustling period for garden wildlife. Birds diligently seek caterpillars to
nourish their chicks, while bees, moths, butterflies, and other pollinators thrive amidst
blooming plants and sunny days. At night, hedgehogs forage for beetles, millipedes, and
other invertebrates along our borders to provide for their young. As if this wasn’t enough,
this season's amphibians will venture from garden ponds in search of cool, moist refuge for
the first time.


https://www.opengardens.co.uk/open_gardens_in_oxfordshire.php
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1) Put out and top up water

Water is crucial for wildlife beyond drinking. Keeping the bird bath topped up means birds
can drink and bathe in dry weather. With clean feathers, birds are better able to regulate
their body temperatures, fly from predators and are less likely to get disease. Amphibians
like newts, frogs, and toads use water for shelter and breeding, while butterflies obtain
essential minerals from muddy water. Any water source, from puddles to ponds, attracts and
helps wildlife — particularly now we’re in the warmer months! Make sure you’ve got water
sources in your garden.

- Try placing water dishes and bird baths near trees or shrubs so that wildlife can get to
safety easily.

- Also try putting water at ground level in dishes or a dug-in pond so that hedgehogs
can drink (make sure your pond has an easy escape route).

- You could also put in butterfly puddling stations which are shallow dishes of gravel
and water to help butterflies get the minerals and hydration they need.

2) Create a cool, damp spot for amphibians to take shelter

Make a log pile or ‘hibernaculum’ in a shady corner. If doing a log pile, bury the bottom layer
of logs and fill nooks and crannies with fallen leaves and moss to make it good for
amphibians. Or use the Wildlife Trust’s ‘how to’ to make a hibernaculum. This is a dug-down
structure that can be used by reptiles and amphibians for shelter in the summer and
hibernation in the winter.

Build a hibernaculum—5:iia™™ WAt

You will need:

QX In a sunny spot, diga (l:' Cover the pile with soil
hole about 50cm deep {to obout 50cm high).
* Spade and 1.5 metres across, \[ VR LFTEIVA N

p—1.5m —
'

g‘()in
* Logs and branches

/A" n . o) AJ‘“' e
5 : (2) Fill with logs, branches, (5) You can plant meadow seeds
Rocks and bricks bricks and rocks, leaving or turf over the mound.
-~ . plenty of qaps in between.

» 2-3drainpipe off-cuts =)
or cement pipes

¥ u astic drawnpipes (}) Insert entrance tubes
rou sides with (drampipes) at ?round
jon ﬂ‘cn. are not level I”tO the P' e.

P
too slippy For animals to elimb

* Turf or meadow

Hower seeds
(optional) J / 'I 4

L

3) Avoid deadheading roses so that they create rosehibs for the birds later this year
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Thank you so much for all you have done for nature's recovery in the last year. Together we
have brought people together, created more space for nature, and inspired more people to
act for nature. Many people contribute to Wild Oxfordshire, and this support enables us to
create a more natural, resilient, and biodiverse Oxfordshire for the benefit of all. If you
would like to join in and are able to, we would greatly appreciate a contribution towards our
work, either through a one-off contribution, or a monthly contribution. Check out our
website to find out more about the many ways you can support us and our recent
achievements.

Rhiannon Young — Wild Oxfordshire Nature Recovery Engagement Officer

https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/



https://app.donorfy.com/donate/41MQ0BR8G5/Websitedonations
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/62602eef03c83769e0539df4/663c9ea597e1f5c41c24fc1f_Donation%20Form%20Oct23.docx
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