
In Memory of  

Rifleman HAROLD A. GODDARD 

572697, 17th Bn. (Poplar and Stepney Rifles) 

London Regiment 

Who died, age 19, on 1 October 1916,  

Remembered with honour 

Faringdon United Church War Memorial and 

WARLENCOURT BRITISH CEMETERY 

Commemorated in perpetuity by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission  

 

Warlencourt, the Butte de Warlencourt and Eaucourt-L'Abbaye were the scene 

of very fierce fighting in 1916. Eaucourt was taken by the 47th (London) 

Division early in October. The Butte (a Roman mound of excavated chalk, 

about 17 metres high, once covered with pines) was attacked by that and other 

divisions, but it was not relinquished by the Germans until the following 26 

February, when they withdrew to the Hindenburg Line.  

The 51st (Highland) Division fought a delaying action here on 25 March 1918 

during the great German advance, and the 42nd (East Lancashire) Division 

recaptured the ground on 25 August 1918.  

The cemetery was made late in 1919 when graves were brought in from small 

cemeteries and the battlefields of Warlencourt and Le Sars. The largest burial 

ground moved into this cemetery was:- HEXHAM ROAD CEMETERY, LE 

SARS, on the West side of the Abbey grounds. (Hexham Road was the name 

given to the road leading from Warlencourt to Eaucourt. Le Sars was captured 

by the 23rd Division on 7 October 1916, and again by the Third Army on 25 

August 1918.) This cemetery was used from November 1916 to October 1917 



and contained the graves of 17 soldiers from the United Kingdom and 13 from 

Australia.  

The cemetery now contains 3,505 Commonwealth burials and commemorations 

of the First World War. 1,823 of the burials are unidentified but there are 

special memorials to 55 casualties known or believed to be buried among them. 

Other special memorials commemorate 15 casualties buried in Hexham Road 

Cemetery, whose graves were destroyed by shell fire.  

 

The cemetery was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. 

 

Harold Goddard, son of James Goddard, wheelwright, was probably born in 

Shellingford (although the 1901 census in London records his birth place as 

Faringdon). Harold's father, James, was the son of Jonathan Goddard who was 

much involved with the Methodist church, now the United Church. There is a 

large monument to him on the wall of the church hall alongside the war 

memorial.  

Many of his family, including James Goddard, are buried in the Canada Lane 

cemetery. 


