
News and Views   May 2018 

We will visit again - 31/5/18 
My wife, son and I just returned to the U.S. from a 15 day driving tour of the U.K. and Scottish highlands. I doubt there's enough 
room here to fully express how utterly happy it makes us to think of our little stopover in Faringdon. 
Our goal was to simply grab a quick snack and get back on the road. We stopped into the tourist office to make sure we could 
park without penalty and were immediately given a key to the most incredible little church. 
Two hours later we were all smiles and had the absolute best Cornish Pasties of our trip on the way out of town. 
If someone can respond with the name of the kindest, most energetic tourist agent who so affectionately welcomed us I would 
share it often. 
If ever there was a person properly fitted to a position, this young lady is that person. 
We will return to the U.K., and we will visit Faringdon again.  
Greg Brown 
 
Plants for sale - 30/5/18 
For the past 10 years I have had a small plant sale raising funds for charity. First for Macmillan and now Help for Heroes. 
Hope to be up and running later this week. 
If you have any spare plants, seedlings I would love to receive them. 
Fancy having a go at "growing your own" ? I have peas, broad beans, French and runner beans. It's not too late. 
I am in Fernham Rd opposite the entrance to Community College. 
Please share with your friends. Thanks. 
Val Hudspeth 
 
Community Awards - 25/5/18 
We are delighted to announce the winners of the 2018 Faringdon Town Council Community Awards. 
Town Mayor Cllr. David Barron presented the awards at the ceremony on Monday evening. 
Huge Congratulations to all the winners: 

 The Clive Davis Community Hero Award went to Sjoerd Vogt 

 The Group Award to Faringdon Rugby Club 

 The Business Award to Pat Thomas Butchers  

 This year's Volunteer Award was awarded posthumously to Rick Ebsworth for over 20 years of voluntary work in the 
Acacia Charity Shop. 

 Going forward the volunteer award will also be renamed The Rick Ebsworth Volunteer Award.  

Over 1400 votes were received from residents.  
Thank you to all who nominated and voted.                          
 
Fund raising for MacMillan Cancer Support - 24/6/18 
I have entered the 2018 London Nightrider 50km Charity cycle ride. Taking place overnight on June 9th/10th, around Central 
London. 
If you would like to donate to this please see Lilian at Sheffords Bakery, London St, Faringdon. 
All donations will go to Macmillan Cancer Support. All entry fees and expenses covered by myself. 
Thankyou 
Jeff Wilson 
07867 636628 
 
190 Houses South of Highworth Road - 24/5/18 
This application is due to be decided in July. Loads of objection letters from local people.  
I came across on VWHDC site 

 representative of Faringdon Town Council, spoke objecting to the application.  

 a representative of Great Coxwell Parish Council, spoke objecting to the application.  

 a resident spoke objecting to the application.  
 

 the applicant’s agent, spoke in support of the application. 

 Councillor Roger Cox, one of the local ward members, spoke in support of the application. 

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P16/V0775/O#exactline 
Ed 
 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P16/V0775/O#exactline


Wild Flower Meadow- 24/5/18 
The wild flower meadow off Highworth Road is beautiful at the moment. It's well worth a visit. There is a footpath around the 
field and at the moment it is dry. 
Mary Tutt 
 
Potholes. - 23/5/18 
i have twice hit holes not marked up, and twice been kicked back trying to claim for replacement tyres and a buckled alloy- 
thrown out. 
They make the rules, they interpret the rules; Always in their favour it seems. Now I have seen them putting out "bumpy road 
surface signs" as that gets them out of paying for any claims. 
Name Supplied 
 
Potholes- 22/5/18 
You can report potholes via Fix my Street or phone 0345 310 1111.  
If a pothole has marks painted round it, the council knows about it and it's on the list for repair. 
I understand that the council is not liable for any damage to your car as a result of hitting one of these identified potholes.  
What about at night? I wonder if they use luminous paint?? 
Name Supplied 
 
Thames Valley Police alert- reassurance - 22/5/18 
You may have noticed an increase in police presence in Faringdon today following an incident last night (21/5). Reports came in 
that there was a man with a firearm in Faringdon and local policing, armed police and the NPAS helicopter were called out. The 
man matching the description given was found, arrested and searched. After an extensive search, no firearm was found on him 
or in the area and subsequently the man was de-arrested as there was no risk to the public. 
 
Town Meeting May 21st 2018 - 22/5/18 
Community Award winners  Presented  by the new Mayor David Barron 
Community Award winners 

 Sjoerd Vogt 

 Faringdon Rugby Club 

 Pat Thomas Butcher 

 Rick (from the Charity shop) posthumously 

  
Plans and ideas for the coming year 

 Community engagement plan with the aim of linking with more diverse groups. 

 Support The Place  Children's Centre 

 Support Town Centre Development Officer 

 Exhibition at the Tourist Information for 18/8 end of WW1 

 Youth Grants program- application papers available at the meeting, will probably be on ftc website 

 Become water friendly- water fountain in the Town Centre 

 Tidy Team 

 CCTV in town centre- maybe 

 Encourage activities in the town centre to encourage visitors 

Other matters 

 Items from the January town meeting will be taken to the next Traffic Advisory meeting- pedestrian crossings, badly 
worn pavements in Town Centre, 

 There's a Town Council Strategic  working group meeting on 30th May. Contact FTC with any ideas you have. 

 Faringdon United Charities have £500k in the bank.  They want people in need to apply for funds. 
See http://faringdonunitedcharities.co.uk/ 

 Folly Fest 27th-29th July 

 Rotary gives away a great deal of money. This year it will be focused on Faringdon. Apply via http://www.rotary-
ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=535 

 Heritage Day 15th September. Buildings open, crafts, exhibition Old Town Hall 

 Hare Trail (not an FTC project)  Launch thought to be end May 

 Parking issues.  - Roger Cox  says he has requested  a review of VWHDC/OCC position re taking over responsibility for 
parking enforcement . 

 All reports from Council and Community groups can be found on http://faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk/ 

Ed 
 
 

https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://faringdonunitedcharities.co.uk/
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=535
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=535
http://faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk/


Website issue- 21/5/18 
I understand that some people are unable to load this page on occasions.  
I believe it is to do with broadband speed and maybe PC power as it appears to be an intermittent problem. 
It always loads for me, whether I use desktop, phone or tablet. 
Apologies, but I don't know what to advise except to keep trying, perhaps at a quiet time of day. 
Maybe clearing out internet history from your PC would help. Maybe checking your broadband speed and provider performance. 
Ed 
 
Town Meeting Monday 21st May- 19/5/18 
Corn Exchange 
6.30 Community Awards 
7.30 Town Meeting 

 Updates from Councillors 

 Public Speaking time 

 Launch of new Youth Services Grant funding 

Everyone welcome ( this is not a Town Council Committee meeting). I've been told that the main part of the meeting is the 
Public Speaking Time, when anyone can bring up a subject that matters to them 
See poster 
 
Grants for Community Projects - 19/5/18 
Community groups and parish councils have just a few weeks to apply for district council funding to help pay for improvements 
to their village halls, sports facilities and community projects. 
The deadline is 6 June for organisations to apply for capital grants from the Vale of White Horse District Council. 
The same deadline applies for their New Homes Bonus grants which prioritise projects in areas which have seen an increase in 
new homes and population. 
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/community-advice-and-support/grants 
 
Witney - Market Square Proposed Highway Improvements- 18/6/18 
On behalf of Oxfordshire County Council I wish to inform you of the proposed highway works due to commence 11 June 2018 
for approximately 20 working days, with a road closure programmed for the 23rd and 24th July 2018. 
During the works buses will be permitted through the work when directed by work force at all times accept during the road 
closure when temporary bus stop facilities will be made available in Longdale Gate. 
Thank you for your anticipated co-operation during this scheme. 
OCC 
 
New Town Mayor- 16/5/18 
We are delighted to welcome Cllr.David Barron as the New Town Mayor we also welcome Cllr. Keira Bentley as the Deptuty 
Town Mayor. 
Huge thanks to Cllr. Dr Mike Wise who has been a wonderful Town Mayor over the past few years and done a fantastic job in 
raising the profile and representing Faringdon. 
Faringdon Town Council 
 
New leader of the Council (VWHDC)- 16/5/18 
Cllr Roger Cox is set to be confirmed as Leader of the Vale of White Horse District Council this evening. Roger and I were both 
elected for Faringdon & The Coxwells ward in 2003 and it has been a pleasure to work with him over the last fifteen years. I 
have no doubt that he will lead the Council with a clear vision and serve the people of the Vale incredibly well. 
Today I stand down as Leader of the Council after seven years. It has been a fantastic experience and I am proud of the many 
achievements the Vale has made over the years and how we have tackled a number of challenges.  
I will continue as councillor for the Steventon & the Hanneys ward on the Vale and look forward to serving under Roger's 
leadership. I will be continuing my other role as Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner on a full-time basis and look forward to 
updating you with the latest news on policing matters in the future. 
Matthew Barber 
Extract from his newsletter 
 
World War I medals - 11/5/18 
In just under 30 minutes yesterday, people from Faringdon raised £260 to purchase medals from an eBay private seller 
awarded to one of its First World War soldiers. We now have these medals in our possession and they will be mounted and 
framed ready for formal presentation to the town later in the year. Since yesterday morning, more of this soldier's personal items 
including something called a Death Plaque which would have been sent to his mother have been located also for private sale. 
We now wish to raise more money to purchase these too and get them professionally mounted and framed to preserve them for 
future generations and keep on public display. 
Please donate whatever you can towards this cause. Any remaining funds after framing will go towards future purchases of 
similar for the town. 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/respectforfaringdonsoldiers1918 
Mel Lane 
 

http://weebly-link/267885977289169690
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/community-advice-and-support/grants
ttps://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/respectforfaringdonsoldiers1918


BUSCOT RUN - 5k & 10k - 11/5/18 
The annual Buscot Run organised by Faringdon Rotary will take place this year on Sunday 1st July in the beautiful setting of 
Buscot Park whilst the park is closed by kind permission of Lord Faringdon. 
Run over 5k and 10k the course has been accurately measured using GPS and runs right past the front door of Buscot House, 
through formal parkland, woods and around open fields on a mix of gravel and tarmac. Water stations will be at strategic 
locations. 
The 5k race will start at 9.30am and the 10k at 10.30am. Whether you’re a serious runner or just jog for enjoyment, if you would 
like to enrol for either race, you can register with PayPal on our website: www.faringdonrotaryclub.org  
For further details call Roddy Benson 01367 243864. All proceeds go to our charity projects, most of which are local. 
 
Proposed Cycle Safety Training Park -  Folly Sports Ground Faringdon- 3/5/18 
We are planning a cycle training park on unused land at the far side of the Folly Sports Park (see attachments for details). 
Planning application is under consideration: 
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P18/V0662/O 
We are applying for funding grants, including from the Leader Fund and need letters of support from various community groups. 
The estimated construction costs for the cycle training park is in the region of £45,000. 
Letters and comments of support will be very helpful. 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-KRQ52L968/ 
Here is a link to the first 100 responses to a recent Town survey  - again positive and encouraging us to persevere with this 
project. 
Lyn Williamson 
 
Thames Valley Police re Rural Crime - 2/5/18 
Join our online discussion on Rural Crime in Wantage & Faringdon (& surrounding areas) on Thursday 10 May 
Join the Wantage and Faringdon Neighbourhood Policing Teams for an online question and answer session between 7pm-8pm 
on Thursday 10 May. 
Thames Valley Police is hosting the webchat, aimed at anyone with interests in Rural matters in Wantage and Faringdon (and 
surrounding towns and villages) including residents, visitors and workers. 
A panel of representatives from the Neighbourhood Team including Sergeant Kevin Hickman will be on hand to take your 
questions. 
We are using this opportunity to identify the main concerns of the community and how we can problem solve them and work 
together on these concerns going forward. 
To join the session go to http://tvpsouthandvale.coverpage.coveritlive.com/ 
For a definition of rural crime see  https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/protecting-your-business/rural-crime/ 
 
Town Centre Changes - 1/5/18 
If it is true the Town Council are to end the Saturday Markets, then it is a bad decision. 
If they have to close a market, close the Tuesday Market which is hardly attended as most people are at work. The Saturday 
Markets draw in people who would normally be at work and are usually really well attended - with the right advertising (which 
sadly hasn't been great for the last few markets). It generates a great atmosphere in town and anyone driving through might be 
inclined to stop and take a look. 
I also wonder weather the Town Council has approached any of the current retailers to ask them to consider having a cash 
machine installed? When the remaining cash machine goes in June, I can see it having a disastrous effect on the town. 
Name Supplied 
Ed: See post 13/4/18 re Sat market 
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