
News and Views  February 2018 

Community Awards- Vote online - 28/2/18 
http://faringdontowncouncil.gov.uk/community-awards-2018/ 
Vote Closes 20th April 
 
Charter Market 6th March- 28/2/18 
To celebrate 800 years since the Charter was first given 
See the poster for details 
 
Community Litter pick Saturday March 3rd - 28/2/17 
2pm-5pm ( or for as long as you like. 
Meet at the Old Town Hall 
All equipment provided, refreshments too 
 
Rotary Youth Leadership Award- 28/2/18 
Are you or do you know of a young adult aged between 18 and 25 who may be interested in taking part in our Rotary Youth 
Leadership Award? The course takes place at a specially adapted centre in the Snowdonia National Park, North Wales. There 
is no cost to candidates as they are met by Faringdon Rotary Club and sometimes by the candidate’s employer. 
The week-long course is about developing qualities of leadership, team working, initiative, communication and problem solving 
including activities such as abseiling, navigation, canoeing, sailing, high ropes. Faringdon Rotary have sponsored one or two 
participants for the past few years who have returned full of confidence having had an amazing and fun experience. 
This is a fantastic opportunity to have fun, learn leadership skills and impress future employers/universities. The experience will 
look great on the young person’s CV or UCAS application and can help towards the Gold Duke of Edinburgh award. The next 
programme takes place from 21 – 28 July 2018. Candidates must have reached 18 years of age on the first day of the course. 
To find out more or if you know anyone who might be interested please message us on Facebook, visit our website or contact 
Rotarian Stuart Spencer telephone: 07980 446110 email: scs1@live.co.uk 
Faringdon & District Rotary Club can be found at: www.facebook.com/faringdon.rotary 
Website: www.faringdonrotaryclub.org 
 
 
Post Office - 28/2/18 
Again post office in Faringdon closed. On a Friday afternoon( 23/2) When is this post office going to get any better. It’s a 
growing town. Thankfully I had transport to get to another post office. Where the staff are friendly. Spacious. And lovely staff. 
Faringdon does not have any of this. 
Name supplied  
 
ATM machine in the Market Place.- 28/2/18 
At present there is a "hole in the wall" machine by the Lloyd's bank but when they close up where will the town's folk get cash 
out of hours? Budgens have a machine but that doesn't always work so where in the town centre will we be able to get cash? 
What are the Town Council doing about this? 
No mainstream bank in town soon and quite a hike to the Tesco or the Esso to get money. Come on FTC, what is your take on 
this. 
Colin Eddy 
 
Memories of Faringdon- 28/2/18 
Faringdon Dramatic Society are putting together a production to celebrate 800 years of Faringdon market charter. 
A part of this will be about the Folly. 
We would like to hear your stories about events and memories connected with the folly. 
It would be lovely if these personal memories could be from old and young people so please ask your parents, grandparents 
and children. 
Please do not post here but message me. 
We will let you know if your story is used 
Thank you 
Debbie Lock 
 
Back now - 28/2/18 
Have been away- just updating the site 
Ed 
 
Do you know these people? - 19/2/18 
Hello 
I am trying to find anyone who knows any of my family from Faringdon. 
My grandparents were Lena and Tom Bishop (from Oxford and was a plasterer) and they lived at 80 Marlborough Gardens. 
Lena died 1968 and Tom in approx 1977. 
They had 2 children Michael who ran a watchmakers business in the town and Sally (my mum) who married John Godfrey in 
1963 and moved away to London. Sally used to work in the Spar shop nr Marlborough Gdns and John worked at Stepp Farm. 
My great grandmother was called Sarah Jackson, (nee Newberry and also Sarah Stepp) Along with Lena she had another 
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daughter Florence (Florrie) and a son Peter. 
I know Florrie has a daughter called Sandra who I believed moved to Swindon and Peter had children named Linda, Robert 
(Bobby) and Andrew. We have unfortunately lost contact with them all over the years and would love to reunite. 
My uncle Michael emigrated to Japan in 1979 and is coming back for a visit in March so if anyone remembers him I'd love to 
hear from you as we would like to take Michael and his wife to visit Faringdon for old times' sake. 
Any news or info on any family members would be much appreciated. Thank you 
Julie 
jools.ofarrell@gmail.com 
 
Offer of help from Thames Water - 19/2/18 
I am emailing you as your customer experience and stakeholder lead for Thames Water in your area. 
We will be working in Faringdon in spring and we would really like to support any appropriate schemes you are doing in the 
area.The kind of thing I’m thinking of is where we can contribute with our time to something the community would value or is 
already involved in. 
If you have any schemes like this you believe we could contribute to please let me know. 
Thanks, 
Jordan Harison Jones 
jordan.harisonjones@thameswater.co.uk 
 
Folly Tower Fund Raising- 18/12/18 
Over £800 so far- thankyou to all who have donated and the lovely comments. 
 
Please help us keep this wonderful placeas a great landmark for Faringdon and a wonderful place to visit. 
You can donate via https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/faringdonfolly-towertrust/follytower 
or if you prefer to donate by electronic transfer or cheque, go to http://www.faringdonfolly.org.uk/donate.html for the details. 
There's information about what needs to be done and all the things Friends of the Folly do on the Folly website link above. 
Some lovely comments from people who have donated to our campaign 

 I just love the folly woodland. Good luck with the fund raising. 

 I used to love to walk around the Folly when I was able to. I just hope it can continue for future generations to enjoy it 
like I did. 

 You're doing great work up there! How many towns can boast such a facility, all supported by volunteers. 

 Thank you for everything you do to look after the Folly and woodland, it's a very special place to so many of us. 

 We just love the Folly. You are quite right - Faringdon is very lucky to have it 

 I just love the folly woodland. Good luck with the fund raising. 

 You're doing great work up there! How many towns can boast such a facility,all supported by volunteers. 

Gene Webb 
 
Good builder? - 18/2/18 
I need a recommendation for a good local builder or window specialist. Many thanks. 
annabelle.lilly@hotmail.co.uk 
 
New 66 bus timetable - 17/2/18 
Starts tomorrow. 
Slight changes to week day times, additional buses early Sat and Sun mornings 
https://tiscon-maps-stagecoachbus.s3.amazonaws.com/Timetables/West/66_Swindon_18_February_2018.pdf 
 
Went to a Council meeting last week ( for a while) - 17/2/18 
Here are various bits that may be of interest 

 VWHDC have given permission 3G artifical pitch -  will be near the Leisure Centre. 
A press release says ' A new £750,000 3G artificial turf pitch will be built near Faringdon Leisure Centre for football, 
hockey, non-contact rugby, circuit training and lacrosse after planning permission was given. 
Currently, residents in the Faringdon area have to travel more than 10 miles to get to their closest artificial pitch. 
In addition to the pitch itself, the proposal includes lighting so it can be used in the evenings plus 40 extra parking 
spaces. It is a joint project between our council and leisure centre contractors Better, and we expect work to start in the 
summer.' 

 There is permission for a 60bed extra care home on the development South of Park Road 

 Police report- 6 arrests- pony and trap racing on the A420 dual carriageway, and hare coursing. 2 violent crimes, 4 
criminal damage. No figures for parking tickets issued. 
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County Council. Judith Heathcoat 

 More than 7000 reports of potholes via Fixmy street. ( usually c2000 this time of year) 

 CC has £1m highways funding from the government to fix potholes. The council will be using a Dragon machine which 
fills potholes mechanically. 
(Go to  Fixmy street. to see what has been reported round here, and do report additional ones you know of) 

 The County will be getting £££ from the government for infrastructure- related to the volume of additional houses being 
built in the area. (I guess if it's with the County it will be used for road improvements) 

Ed 
 
Funding for environment improvements in 2018/19 budget- 16/2/18 
On Wednesday 14 February Vale of White Horse District Council agreed its 2018/19 budget, including £750,000 over the next 
three years for a new flagship team to improve the look of public areas across the Vale and deliver an attractive district that 
residents and businesses can be proud of. 
More than £200,000 is being made available in grants to support community projects, such as improvements to village halls, 
community festivals and for charities which provide services for vulnerable people.  
With the growing number of electrical vehicles on the road £20,000 will go towards a feasibility study into the possibility of 
providing charging points at district council locations, while £60,000 over the next two years will be used to explore the options 
for the existing Wantage Leisure Centre once the new leisure facility is open at Mably Way. 
Thanks to careful financial management, council tax for the services provided by the Vale will be set at £126.69 for the year for 
a Band D property.  This represents just a £5 increase on last year. 
Cllr Robert Sharp, Cabinet Member for Finance at Vale of White Horse District Council, said: “In this year’s budget we have 
allocated substantial funding for a new team to help us address the environment issues such as tackling fly-tipping, removing 
graffiti, grass cutting and street cleansing, as well to looking at how we can better cater for the increase in electric vehicles in the 
district. 
"Our services represent excellent value for money and we will continue to put the needs of our residents first.” 
Cllr Matthew Barber, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, said: “Our new action team will work alongside town and 
parish councils to ensure that everyone can benefit from the beautiful environment we are blessed with in the Vale. We are 
proud of our district and we want to ensure that residents and visitors are proud of the places they live and visit as well.” 
 
Spectacles found - 16/2/18 
A pair of black narrow rimmed spectacles found on the pavement near the bookies in Marlborough St. opposite Budgens on 
Thursday 15th Feb. at around 1pm. 
They have been taken into the bookies. 
KF 
 
'Faringdon Hundred'- 16/2/18 
Hello, got an unusual query for any of your members. Looking for some information about the Faringdon hundred before 1844, 
in particular the detached part (tithing) of this hundred ,the parish of Great Barrington (Gloucestershire). I know the location of 
this detached part and have a rough idea of the area covered, but have not found a map or illustration showing it's boundaries. 
Can anyone assist ? 
ptkobrien@live.com 
 
Archery Free Taster Wednesday March 14th - 14/2/18 
Faringdon Leisure Centre, 5pm-7pm 
Lessons officially start 21/3/18. Over 8s 
Book a place 01367 241755 or email faringdon@gll.org 
 
Tuesday 6th March is the 800 years anniversary of the Faringdon Market Charter. - 12/2/18 
There will be lots going on down town around the normal market and the Farmers market. We are looking for people to have 
one off stalls to add to the spirit of the event. Interested? 
http://www.faringdon.org/markets-in-faringdon.html 
Pat Fox 
 
Folly Fund Raising- 10/2/18 
Some lovely comments from people who have donated to our campaign 

 Love walking up and around the folly whenever I’m back in Faringdon. 

 We love the views and the grandchildren are learning a lot of history! 

 The hill and the tower mark time and place as our family grow up. A pin in the map to call home and a light to guide us 
there on the darkest nights. Worth all our gratitude and support. Thank you. 

 New residents in Faringdon, really impressed by the Folly as a civic amenity. 
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 A place for connecting with nature and community...how lucky are we?! 

 Love the Folly, simple. 

You can donate via https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/faringdonfolly-towertrust/follytower 
or if you prefer to donate by electronic transfer or cheque, go to http://www.faringdonfolly.org.uk/donate.html for the details. 
There's information about what needs to be done and all the things Friends of the Folly do on the Folly website link above. 
 
Planning application for 125 houses off Highworth Road - 09/02/18 
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P18/V0259/O#exactline 
 
.Reduction in the number of units from 150 to 125 dwellings at 30dph net. 
• A revised housing mix to reduce the number of 4+ bedroom dwellings. 
• Reconfigured drainage set-back/ Coxwell Rd frontage to ensure the drainage strategy is deliverable. 
• Provision of a large focal area of greenspace in the heart of the scheme. 
 
Likely areas of S106 contribution are as follows: 
• Education – school places 
• Community facilities 
• Highways infrastructure, including contributing towards the A420 junction upgrade. 
• Health care provision. 
 
Planning permission given for an artificial pitch at Faringdon Community College- 9/2/18 
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P17/V2659/FUL 
The press release says The new pitch will be able to be used for football, hockey, non-contact rugby, circuit training and 
lacrosse. Currently, residents in the Faringdon area must travel more than 10 miles if they wish to use an artificial pitch. 
In addition to the pitch itself, the proposal includes lighting so it can be used in the evenings plus 40 extra parking spaces. It is a 
joint project between the district council and leisure centre contractors Better and will cost £750,000.  
 £750k!!. No idea where the money is coming from. Doesn't look as if it's from developer contributions. 
Ed 
 
UK Youth Network - 8/2/18 
Do you know a young person aged 16-25 in the UK Youth network who is not afraid to speak their mind? 
Do you know an inspiring young person who could be the next campaigner, Councillor or MP? 
UK Youth Voice is the national steering group, made up of 28 young people from across the UK, which sits right at the heart of 
UK Youth. We strengthen links between youth organisations, build relationships with decision makers and inspire other young 
people to take action. 
As well as having a national platform for your voice on all things relating to young people and youth work, you will have the 
incredible opportunity to travel all over the UK, meet new people, and develop a whole range of skills which will look great on 
your CV including; communication skills, teamwork, organising events and leadership. You will also get the opportunity to grow 
your network and lead on campaigns that could make a difference to thousands of young people across the UK. 
We're currently looking for young people from within our member network to represent Northern Ireland, Wales, Scotland, North 
West, North East, Yorkshire & Humber, South West, South East, West Midlands, London, East Midlands and the East of 
England. 
How do I apply? 
If you know a young person that's already involved in one of our members that would be perfect for UK Youth Voice, then simply 
send them our short application form. More information is in the attached document. 
The deadline to apply is Friday 23rd February 2018. Any questions, please email voice@ukyouth.org 
 
Junction Ferndale street to Bromsgrive - 8/2/18 
Please Please can drivers look at sign coming down ferndale street onto Bromsgrive you are supposed to look at sign it says 
Stop 
2 drivers speeding down the road didn't even look almost causing accident 
Look please 
Dee England  
 
Money for Communities - 7/2/18 
http://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/15921997.Every_area_will_get___15_000_for_community_project_or_road_repair___how_s
hould_it_be_spent_/?ref=mr&lp=16 
A NEW fund to plough money into local schemes across Oxfordshire is set to come into effect. 
Oxfordshire County Council has proposed a new fund which will give all of 63 county councillors £15,000 each to spend in their 
communities.  
There is no information as to how a County Councillor will choose the projects. Hopefully they will ask their communities 
 
A420- the most dangerous road in South East- 7/2/18 
www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/15921016.REVEALED__Oxfordshire_A_road_is__the_most_dangerous_in_the_south_east_/ 
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Faringdon to be 'Deep cleaned' - 5/2/18 
From VWHDC 

The Biffa deep clean team are due to be in Faringdon from 12-21 February this year. We’ve already had a number of 

suggestions from the Town Clerk. 
The deep clean team will clear things above and beyond what is our legal duty (e.g. the removal of weeds) but they will only 
work in areas that are our duty to keep clean. 
If there are areas you  think need to be cleaned, do contact Sally at Faringdon Town Council 
I assume 'their duty' does not include unadopted areas ie 
Woodview,Sudbury Court,Combes Close,Access land from Swan Lane into Dove Court,Henry Blake Way,Stickley 
Court,Pioneer Road,Old Sawmills Road,Coxwell Gardens,Haynes Close,Alfred Woods Close,Berry Close,Wearn 
Road,Tollington Court,Regent Mews,Gloucester Mews,Green Gates,Russell Walk,Liddiard’s Row,Cadel’s Row,Regal 
Way,College Lane,The Old Barn,Clocktower Court 
Ed 
 
Super picture of the Folly Star- 3/2/18 
It's on the home page of http://www.faringdonfolly.org.uk/ 
Thankyou to Mark Loasby 
Gene Webb 
 
Please make a donation to the Folly Tower and help us repair the tower and pay for the damage in the woodland.-
 1/2/18 
Faringdon is so lucky to have the wonderful Folly Tower & Woodland. We now we need to raise money for important 
maintenance work on the Tower and to rectify extensive storm damage in the Woodland. 
You can donate via https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/faringdonfolly-towertrust/follytower 
or if you prefer to donate by electronic transfer or cheque, go to http://www.faringdonfolly.org.uk/donate.html for the details. 
There's information about what needs to be done and all the things Friends of the Folly do on the Folly website link above. 
Thankyou 
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