Faringdon Walkers and Cyclists

October 2005

The Faringdon Healthcheck identified the need to encourage more walking and cycling for both residents and visitors for health reasons and because Faringdon is getting so congested and parking is increasingly difficult or costly. Since then, a group of Faringdon people have been working on a project to promote walking and cycling in and around the town.

We’ve produced a set of 8 walk cards, with walks ranging from 4 – 7 miles, including Badbury Clump, Great Coxwell, Wicklesham, Hatford and Radcot
Most walks start from Faringdon and are circular. Each card has a good colour map and clear instructions to follow, together with guidance on the countryside code and contact information. The cards have been designed to encourage those who like to walk, but are apprehensive about following detailed OS maps and walking into the unknown.
You can buy the pack of walk cards for £4.95 from Faringdon TIC - good value for laminated coloured cards in a weather-proof envelope. They’ll be available during October
Where there have been access problems, lack of signage or broken stiles, these have been reported to Oxfordshire County Council in the hope that they will take action. We pointed out to the Saunders family, Step farm, of stiles that were difficult for older people, and I’m told they have already improved these by adding a lower step.
It’s been an enjoyable project – most of us have walked in places for the first time, but we have been very fortunate to have in the group a professional cartographer and designer from Faringdon – David Henderson. He has drawn the maps and designed the cards to an extremely high professional standard- without him all our walking and documenting would have been in vain.
As well as the walk cards, we are working on cycle routes – on and off road.  These will be available through www.faringdon.org. later in the year
We are also in the process of producing a town and area map brochure that will be distributed free to all households in Faringdon and surrounding villages.

David is producing an up-to-date map of Faringdon for this – showing the street names, safest cycling routes through the town, bus stops, and walking cut-throughs between roads and streets 

Awards for All and Oxford Rural Transport partnership have funded the design and printing, with substantial support from Serco for the use of mapping software and printing facilities

	We have been asked to point out that it is important to remember that when you are walking and enjoying the countryside, it is also the working environment of the farmers who are producing the food which eventually will be on your plate. 
Please shut all gates as you pass through - straying animals could get onto roads and cause serious accidents. Take all glass bottles and plastic home for recycling - if animals do eat these nasties, in their grass, hay, silage or crimped wheat, deaths can occur


