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Newsdesks: July 23, 2005
Plans to bring extra protection for the Ridgeway approved by councillors

Oxfordshire County Council’s decision making cabinet has approved a plan to ban motorised vehicles from using two sections of the Ridgeway National Trail in the county.

The bans will apply from between October 1 and April 30 each year.

The traffic regulation orders are part of a wider programme of action being undertaken by the highway authorities and the Countryside Agency on the Ridgeway National Trail. This covers surface repairs, drainage work and action against illegal vehicle use as well as traffic regulation orders.

The first order covers 22.34km of the Ridgeway between the county boundary at Ashbury to the county boundary at East Hendred. The second covers the section from Britwell Salome to Lewknor together with a short section of the adjoining Swans Way – a total of 9.26km.

Consultation on the proposals has already been carried out with 12% of responses raising objections and 86% expressing support.

Cllr Roger Belson, the County Council’s Cabinet Member for Sustainable Development, said: “The Ridgeway is one of Oxfordshire treasures. It needs to be protected from anything that may cause it damage. These orders will provide just the extra protection needed.”

For more information contact Keith Wheal on 01865 810202.
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