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Newsdesks: September 7, 2005
Farmers reminded to mark paths after autumn cultivation

Oxfordshire County Council’s Countryside Service has written to 650 farmers across the county to remind them to reinstate public paths after cultivation this summer.  

This follows a similar letter sent in the spring concerning reinstatement through standing crops.

Hugh Potter, the Council’s Senior Field Officer, said: ‘Farmers are under a legal obligation to reinstate paths and keep them marked throughout the winter period.  

“Field edge paths should not be disturbed at all. Paths that aren’t marked or are ploughed out can pose a significant obstacle to the public trying to use the extensive 2,600 mile network of public rights of way across the county.

“Most farmers work hard to meet their obligations, but many of these operations are now undertaken by contractors so we hope this timely reminder will ensure the message gets through and the necessary work is carried out to a good standard.”

Farmers are permitted to cultivate arable fields crossed by public footpaths & bridleways provided that they reinstate within a statutory period [14 days] and retain field edge paths to at least the minimum legal widths.  

Field edge paths must not be cultivated at all.  Further inspections and surveys will be carried out from now on to ensure this work is done and where necessary taken up with the farmers concerned.

Hugh Potter added: “Cultivation can cause a major disruption to the rights of way network so it is remains our aim to work with the farming community to achieve this important objective.”

Oxfordshire County Council is requesting this work be undertaken as part of normal agricultural operations and that anyone who has a problem meeting their legal obligations should contact their Area Field Officer.

Further information can be found at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/countryside or you can contact the Countryside Service on 01865 810226 
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