NEWS
from

[image: image1.jpg]et OXFORDSHIRE
‘§i547 COUNTY COUNCIL

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk




Communications and Marketing

Tel:
01865 810256

Fax:
01865 815541






Email:
press.office@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Newsdesks: July 21, 2005

A new library for Burford

Burford’s new library will be opened by former Home and Foreign Secretary, Lord Hurd of Westwell, on Tuesday, July 26 at 12.45 pm.

The ‘cutting of the ribbon’ ceremony will be attended by local councillors, private sector partners and members of the public. 

Photographers and local press are welcome to attend the event at the Old Bank House, New High Street.

The new library’s improved lay out and easier access means it is better placed to meet the demands of a modern library service.

The project has involved converting and extending an unused section of the Old Bank House, previously used for storage.

County Council Library Manger for West Oxfordshire, Anne Manwaring, said: “We are delighted that the new library is ready and I hope people will really enjoy coming along and seeing what it has to offer. It is double the size, light and airy and still has many period features.

“The library is a fantastic social point and it will make such a difference to the local community. I’m sure everyone will appreciate the more spacious feel and visitors will be able to make the most of all the services that are available.” 

Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Health and Community Services, Councillor Don Seale, said: “The creation of the new library at Burford has been a team effort and the result of very positive partnership work. 

“We hope the people of Burford and the surrounding areas will derive much pleasure and interest from the new library.” 

The project has been led by the County Council, private sector partners, and West Oxfordshire District Council.

END

For further information, please contact Ann Manwaring on 07900 227693

Notes to Editors

The County Council purchased the Old Bank House in 1949. For many years the library was housed in part of the building. However, in recent years providing a modern library service from a series of small rooms with many listed features has become more of a challenge. In 2002 the County Council looked at the possibility of converting the Old Bank building – it became clear it was not possible to protect the Old Bank and produce a modern library by working alone so the County Council looked at working with the private sector for ideas and proposals to solve this dilemma. 

John Horner a senior partner of HAP, an architectural practice in Burford, made a proposal that the existing library be converted to a shop, an unused section of the building would be extended to create a new library and the remainder of the property converted to a town house and 2 flats. This idea found favour and was supported by by the Library Service. John and Sarah Horner purchased the property, commissioned the project and work began in October 2004. 
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