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Newsdesks: July 1, 2005
Cash for Schools to tackle ‘School Run’

Oxfordshire Schools are to receive almost £300,000 to help cut congestion at the school gate as part of the Governments ‘Travelling to School Initiative’. 

This year Oxfordshire County Council’s, Travel Plans Development Team assessed a number of School Travel Plans against the Government criteria. An impressive 51 plans were put forward to receive the grant.

The grants, awarded to schools with an approved Travel Plan in place at the end of March 2005 can be used to fund on-site measures that encourage and promote sustainable travel to school.  

The amount allocated to schools depends on the number of pupils and whether the school is primary or secondary but is typically £5,000 per primary and £10,000 per secondary.   

County Council Transport Planner, said: “We have had a lot of interest from schools and we are delighted that the plans were such a high standard. The hard work and commitment by schools is very apparent from the issues they are addressing through their Travel Plan actions.”

Vicky Greves, Parent Governor and School Travel Plan coordinator at Leafield CE Primary School said: “Writing the Travel Plan has been an interesting and enlightening experience but there is much to build on.”

This is the second year running, that Oxfordshire schools have benefited from the government led initiative.  Last year, 25 schools across the county received funding.  Many of these have already spent their money on cycle parking, covered waiting areas and new paths on site.

The grants are available to all maintained schools with an approved Travel Plan in place.  There will be a further opportunity for schools to apply for funding in the third round.  For schools interested in finding out further information on developing a School Travel Plan and how to apply for a grant please contact Oxfordshire County Council’s Travel Plans Development Team on 01865 815784. 

ENDS

For more information, please contact:

Rachel Nixon, Transport Planner, Oxfordshire County Council, 01865 815784

Melissa Goodacre, Transport Planner, Oxfordshire County Council, 01865 810474
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