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Newsdesks: October 7, 2005
Watchfield Cycle Train celebrates its fourth birthday

Watchfield Primary School’s unique Cycle Train will be celebrating its fourth Birthday on Friday October 7th at 10 am. 

The Cycle Train is similar to a Walking Bus, it consists of a group of children cycling to school escorted by designated adults. The Cycle Train runs along a set route and has specific stops where cyclists are picked up at specified times. 

To help the school celebrate, Mark Sutherland from Oxfordshire County Council’s Travel Plans Development Team will be presenting the Cycle Train and school with a special bicycle wheel themed birthday cake. 

The Travel Plans Development Team helps schools to encourage sustainable travel to school.

The Cycle Train was set up by parent Ivan Wildman in September 2001 with the support of the school’s Headteacher Huw Evans. Originally, Ivan had planned to set up a Walking Bus but it soon became clear that there was more interest in a Cycle Train.

All the children on the Cycle Train wear high-visibility jackets with ‘Watchfield Cycle Train’ on the back. 

The train runs in all weathers although in high-winds pupils have had to walk occasionally and push their bikes. Cycle Train Conductors say that the self-confidence of the pupils has developed as they feel that they are cycling ‘alone’ because they are not with their own parents.

Watchfield School has many pupils from a wide range of countries and for some of them, cycling to school has helped them to develop their language and communication skills. 

The volunteers have a list of pupils who are registered for the Cycle Train and tick them off when they join the train and again when they leave it having arrived at school. 

Mark Sutherland said: ‘ Given the choice lots of children would like to cycle to school and Cycle Trains give them the opportunity to do so in a way that parents also seem to like’.

Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Transport David Robertson said: “Cycle Trains are a fabulous idea and it would be nice to see other schools following Watchfield’s lead.’’

If any schools are interested in setting up their own Cycle Train they should contact Mark Sutherland on 01865 815839 for more information.

Contacts

Mark Sutherland, Assistant Transport Planner 01865 815839 or mobile 0778 5328982
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