Young people’s mural brightens up Faringdon underpass
 
Young people from Faringdon Community College have painted the second phase of a mural on the town’s Southampton Street underpass... 
 
The project, organised by the Vale of White Horse District Council, South and Vale Community Safety Partnership and Oxfordshire County Council, aims to help reduce anti-social behaviour by improving the appearance of the area for residents.  Officers received a positive response when they consulted local residents and the town council on this phase of the mural.
 
The opposite side of the underpass was designed and painted by college students last year, and they hope to complete the project with a further design on the inside of the walkway, next year. 
 
Natalie Thomas, Head of Art and Design at Faringdon Community College, said:
“Students have brightened up the underpass with symbols, characters and scenes from the local area. The project has given them an opportunity to express themselves and improve the local area.”
 
Oxfordshire County Council, which own and maintain the underpass, prepared the wall for painting and when the design was complete, sealed the wall with a protective coating.  
 
Roger Cox, Deputy Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, which is part of South and Vale Community Safety Partnership, said:
“We were keen to work with local people and organisations to improve the underpass, which had previously been targeted with graffiti.  It is a key priority for the partnership to tackle issues affecting the community.  By working together we can reduce anti-social behaviour.”
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